UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENTS TO THE
FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES

By LeRoy H. Fircher®

Tntraduction

A series of four anticles an the United Stawes Tndian Agents to the Five
Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory are presented in this issue and de
next Sollnwing issue of Thr Chroricles of Qisboma. These articles are
the Firss attempe vo swudy sollectively e bivgraphical profles, problems,
and cencerns of the United Staces Endian agents that were prepared under
my supecvision in 3 graduatc rescarch seminar ot Oklahoma Stare Usiver-
sity by students working on the Master of Arts and Dioctor of Philosophy
degrees i hisory. Alhough sevesal of the agents have been the subjece of
geagraphical sketches in historical journals such as The Chronides, their
specific contributions as Indian agents have naor been delineated.

The agencs were a pars of the adminissrative ssrucsure of the Office of
Indian Affairs (renamed the Bureau of Lndian Aairs in 1547}, which in
wrn was an sgency of the War Departmen: until 1849, when i was 1rans-
Serred 10 the nev Department of the Tnterior, shers it continues < the
presenu. Within this jucisdictional framework the sgents were supervised
by a superintendent who headed st the Weestern Suptrimendency and
he Southem Supscinendeacy, Superimendents had general respon-
iy for Indian offsirs in a geographic arco. Their dutics include super-
vising relacians amang the eribes in their superiatendency and with ochee
wibes and people having business with them they also oversaw the accoune
and condicr of the gents,

The Wenern Superintendency was headquariered in Indian Terrivory at
the Choctiw Agency near Fort Coffec in 1834. The offce of the Sauthen
Superintendency was originally at Van Buren, Arkansas, but in 1853 was
mowed fo Fort Smith, Arkansas, where it remained ontil the outbreak ef
the Civil Wac. The Arkansas Sup:lml.:nqu- was the Confedernie equiva-
Jene of the Southern Super The new for the
United States Southern Supecinendency, unable o reach Fort Smith be.
<anuse of Canfederase occupation of that military por, cxablished his head-
Quarters in Kansas, His ficst offce, located at Humboldy, was soon burned
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by Confederate troaps. He opened an office next 2t Leroy, bur for most of
the Civil War his oifice was at Leavenwosth. In 1865 the superimendenc’s
headquarters was at Lawrencet in 1866 it way returned to Fore Smith; and
in 7868 it was located at the Creek Agency on the Deep Fork of the Cana-
dian River, about fifty miles west of Fort Gibson.

The sgents of the Five Civilized Tribes of Indian Tersitory worked
under the dircction of the following superintendeats:

Western Superintendency Dure Appormied
Francis W. Acmstrong Juee 35, 1839
Willism Armsrong September B, 335
Somucl M. Rutherford July 1o, 1Bgy
John Drennca May 2, 1849
Sonshern Superintendency
Joha Drenncn March 13, 1851
Thomas S. Drew April %, 1653
Charles W, Dean March 3, 1855
Elias Rector March 17, 1857
May 3, 1861
April 26, 1865
September 20, 1865
Macch 1, 1867
L. Newton Robinson June 37, 368
Byt. Myj. Gen. W. B. Hazen Junc 30, 186

In the earlier pears mest agente of the Five Ci Tribes were vir-
tually diplomatic representatives of the Unived Srares, Laves they actermpied
ta preserve peace, distribute money and goods a5 requiced by reaties, earry
cut arher weavy provisios, assist with cducation, and promure general tribal
wellbeing, Finally, in 1874, the Choctaw-Chickasaw, Creck, Stninele, and
Cherakse agencies were consolidated to form the Union Agency, with head-
quartess in Muskogee, Oklahoma.

The Chectaw agents were located, beginning in 1836, on the Arkanss
River near the site of Fare Coffee. { This agency was at the sitc of Skully-
ville} In 1854 the agency was moved to the sbandoned garrison a¢ Fort
Towsan near the Red Rivez, In 1655 the Chocuw agent was placed in
charge of the Chickasaw Agency, and in 1856 e Chickasaws were per-
manendy assgned 1o the Chocraw Agency. The combination of agencies
was often callcd the Chocraw and Chickasaw Agency. In 1856 the Chortaw
and Chickasnw agent moved from For Towson ta the old Chickasaw
Agency buildings near Fact Washita, This apency was the sice of Hatis.
boro, less thas. /2 mile west af the forts. During the Civil War most of
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the Choctaws and Chickasaws joined the Canfedeacy, bu the very fow
who remained loyal te the United States rook refuge in Kaasss, wheré their
ageat esuablished 1emporary headquarters frst at Lesoy und then af the
Sac 2nd Fox Agency. During 1865 and 1866, the U.S. Indian agent lived at
Fort Gibson and Foct Smith, The agency was lacated at Seullywille in 1866,
and in 1867 the agent stayed at Boggy Depot.

The fiest Chickcasaw agent in Indian Tertitory toak office in 1337 The
agent usually saped near Fort Towsan, unil in 1842 when permanene
buildings were erected near Fort Washita. These structures, in use oz the
Chickasaw Ageney headquaniers until the Chottaw and Chickasaw
agencics wese cansolidxted in 1855196, hecame the lacation of the com-
bined agencics.

The agents of the Choctaws and Chiclastws were generally Southerners
and Democrats. They dealt with illegal trade in liquor, with aleshelism,
disagroements with the military, and aacks by the Plains Jadians. Almost
all promated education. Some were indifférent and some were dishonest.
A close warking relationship which develaped between the agents and ihe
mixed-bloods enabled some of the agents to take advantage of ihe full-
bloads and generally isalate them pelitically and secially,

There men sered a5 agents of the Chostaws and Chickosaws in [adian
Territory:

Choctam Ageney Date Appointed
Francis W. Armstrong Assigned Seprember 7, 1831
William Arrarong

Sumest M. Ronbertord
John Doennea

Willism Wilse.

Douglas H. Cooper

Tsaac Coleman

Martin W, Chellar

Capt. Grorge T Olmaead
Theophils D, Griffih

Albert Pacsons
Chickasars A

Galnes P. Kingsbury Jue 11, 187

A M. M, Upsharr March 4, 1833
Gabricl W. Long November £, 1849
Keaton Harper June 30, 1Bsr
Andres Tackson Smith. Seprember 7, 1852

¥ The sy Chickasaw Ageney s 21 oty Dejt o et sk of Clrar oggy River. The
gency was moved bot 1 miles south in 1873, %0 2 sice called New Bogay Dxgol o the o
Tenas Road,
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Cheraket agenes were located at or near Fore Gibson from 1830 to 1853
Buildings for the agency were ereced in 1839 on Bayou Menaed some
cight miles muthesst of Fore Gibson, but this housing was not always in
vse. In 1851, when the Sauthern Superiniendensy replaced the Western
Superiniendency, the Cherokee Agency was moved [rom the area of Forc
Gibson to a losation near Tahlequah, During the Civil War, those Chero-
kees remaining layal 16 the United Staes were forced 1o take refuge in
Kansas; thus the Chercker agent esablished emporary hesdquareers at
the Sa¢ and Fox Agency. At the hright of the wor, the ogent and the
Cherokees anempred to return 10 Tahleqush, but were unable re remain;
and the agent established his ofice at Fort Gibson, then Jeld by Federal
forces. Since the agency buildings at Tahkquah had beea denroyed during
the was, the agent remained st Fory Gibson, cven afer the miliary oper-
ations ceased, and nov until 187z was the ageacy headquarters frally ro-
wurned to Tahtequah.

The agents of the Cherokees in Indian Territory, with but few excepe
cians, Jacked any special training or experience for their tasks. Some were
prominens politcal fgures, such 4 Montfard Stakes snel Pierse M. Buder,
whe were farmer state governors, and echers were obscure persons, Their
problems were especially difficule. Ja addition to the usual <onflicts with
ather tribes and with non-Indians, they had to <astead with bitter faction-
alism within the tribe caused by removal. Alhough the removal conflices
were not solved by the agents prior o the Givil War, they wece in part
subaerged by time, by the war and its aftermath, and by new conditions
demanding urgens nxtenvion. Megal tradz in Jiquor and accendnt skohole
ism problems among the Cherokecs chronically plagued their agents.

These men scrved 3z agens of the Cherokers in Indian ‘Tertitory:

Cheraker Agney Date Appoineed

George Varhon Mareh 12, th30; became
subagent undez regulations
adopeed July 7, 1634

Montford Stokes
(subagrat) Aceepted March a5, 1836
(agens) Mareh 8, 1837

Pirtes M. Buller September 13, 1841

Jarmes MeKsick August 19, 1845

Rithard C. 5, Brown February 14, 1818

William Buder May 35, 1849

Grarge Butler Netified October 31, rdgs

Rabert [. Cowart March 13, tBi

John Cruwlord Aprl 5. 196
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Charles W. Chartertan
Justin Harlan

Juhor |. Eumpheeys
Willism B. Davi
Capr. Joha M. Ceaig
Tshn B, Jases

March. 6, 1862
Sepiember 17, 1862
Sepeember 2, 1966
Novembec ag, 1867
June 23, 2869
Decamber g, thy



