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NOTES AND DOCUMENTS
‘TRIBUTE T'O SENATOR ROBERT L. OWEN
By George H. Shirk

The OKlahoma Historical Society has al last correciad
Oklzhoma's long neglect of one of its greater titizens, United
States Senator Robert L. Owen, Oklshoma must share with
Virginia the great heritage represented in this remarkable
man, and in every sense of the word these two states joined
in o common causs when at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday,
September 25, 1971 special ceremonies' at Spring Hill
Cemstery at Lynchburg, Virginia placed for the first time,
and more than two decades after his death, = fitting tribute
and memorial marker at his grave.

Robert L. Owen was bom February 2, 1858 in the old
Latham house et the comer of Minth and Corrt Streets in
Lynchburg. His parcnts, cach in their respective ancestry
represented the finest that the heritage of two great cultures
hat to offer.

His mother was Narcissa Chisholm of Webbers Fells,
where she was bom October 3, 1831. As & youth she had
been sent to Evansville, Indiana to be educated. Later and
while teaching at Morzistown, Tennessee she met Rohert L.
Qwen, then 2 locating angineer for the Virginia & Tennessee
Railtoad. They were married in the home of the Chiel Justice
of the Supreme Court of Tennessee. The Reverend David
Sullins officiated, The name Sullins® hes lived on in the
institution thab he founded, Sulline College at Bristal,
Virginia.

Mr. Dwen later became president of the railroad, and
when Robert was a youth the family taved o the finest of
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Urom Thie Mevus & The Dulty Advance Lynenbury, Vimgnls — 1978

LAQUE UNVEILED TO HONOR
UNITED sTATES SENATOR ROBERT LATHAM OWEN

Geremaonies conducted under the uspices of the Oklahoras Historieat

Sosicty, b the pavesite of Rabert ~ 4 Mill
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Qidshomi. Taking part were (from left) Earl Boyd Pierce. General

Counsel herakee Natian: George H, Shitk, Cklshoma Historical
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Lynchburg homes, Point of Honar, now 2 historic site of
major significance and on the National Register

The details of his mother’s retum to Indian Territory in
July, 1873 following the death of Mr. Owen are well known
and it it not intsnded that this be a daronicls of the life of
Benator Owen. ?

Senator Owen made his home in Washington after his
Qetermination not to sesk relection to the United States
Senate in the Fall of 1924, There he died on July 1%, 1347:
and he was buried in the Owen family plot in Lynchburg
with the sole marker being that of a single shafi. bearing anly
the name Owen and intended to mark the entire plot.

Senator Owen bad been honared by Lynchburg before,
when on Qctober 16, 1936, with the Senator present, the
Gity Council of Lynchburg dsdicated a plague at the
northest comner of Ninth and Court Stzests. It is presently in
service marking the site of his birth and reads

I @ rouse o fliis site an Febrruary 2, 856

ahat ort L. " , (1.3, Semuto)
Jront Dbiuhomaaid copateon of fhs Fodoral
Resorve Act, Mis family were pramiusnt in
the eivic i culfural dovelopment of Lyteh-
Surg for four generations

The literal accuracy of the plaque is attested by the
crigingl Owen € ot in the city's first cemetery, now
closed for further interments, wherein is the grave of Qwen
Gwen, the great grandfather of Senator Owen.* Beside him
are interred also other members of the Owen family,

Thoee have Tuen meveral warihs Hl(- Ik o1 Henater Gued 0
ur cxumiply, Telcher, "l’t»llhwl h..ama-p

of Rt L. Oacn Bt Vol KXRT, o " (Wintar 1073.5:
“Sen Lucy H, Raler, Deaind tha Ot Rrick Tak, l,ymﬂil;ulg. 19, for
u romptets, stary of fhe oMl Lynilnrg Cometrrr. O puges 5 and @1 nre
Tl dutaits of o g e wellknam sbury,

oL peismaun.
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athough the Senator, his parents and his wie rest side by
side in the more recent Spring Hill Cemetery. In this
cemetery, by remarkable coincidence, rests Carter Glass,
These kwo men alone, as coauthors of the Federal Reserve
Act, did so much to bring financial stability te the United
States.

The reason is undleat as to why 1o headstone or other
distinctive marking has honored the Senator's resting place.
For soms time the Board of the OKlahoma Historica) Society
undez the speciel urging of Earl Boyd Fierce, General Counsel
ta the Cherokes Nation, had been seeking a way to comect
the deficiency and ta pey Lribte to this most prominent

erokee.

Through acqusintance with §. Allen Chambers, Jr. af
Lynchburg, now on the Washington stafl of the office of
Archeology and Historic Preservation, cantact wes made with
his aunt, Mrs. E. Alban Watson of Lynchburg, long
prominent in historical affaits. Sha in tum secured the
cooperation of the Historie Lynchburg Foundation. Mrs.
William McK. Massie, the current prosident of the
P a local to plan the
ceremonies and prevailed upon Judge Wilkiam W. Sweeney, of
the Sixth Judicial Circuit at Lynchburg to serve es chairman.
The Lynchburg committee wotked closely with officials of

Sociely,

Mrs. Douglas A Rohertson, a prominent Lynchburg
attorney, served a5 cheiman of the marker commitiee. A
granite shaft was secured locally. A bronze plaue 24 inches
in width and 40 inches in height was cast in Oklahama City,
beating the Great Seal of the State of Oklahoma and the
Great Seal of the Cherokes Nation.

Governor David Hall formally presented the plaque to
President Shirk at a special press conference on Thursday,
September 23, 1971, with instructions that it be presented
on behalf of the State of Oldshoma to the Historic
Lynchburg Foundation,

Mr. W. W. Kesler, Principal Chief of the Cherokes Nation,
aanged (ransportation for an Okizhoma delegation to
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attend the ceremonies and the plaque was camied from
Okdahoia Gity to Lynshburg by the group.

At the last moment Chief Keeler was unable to atiend
and 30 the Oklzhoma delegation consisted of George H.
Shirk, Essl Boyd Pierce, Mariin Hagerstrand, Director of the
Cherckee National Histonical society, and Don Ade of
Muskogee, & Cherckee who served as a personal
representative for Chisl Keeler.

The plague was deliversd in Lynchburg upon arrival
Friday afterngon, Seplember 24, and through extrordinary
effort ol Baer and Sons, the stonemasons, it was installed
during the night and was in perfect form for the dedicatory
services the lollawing moming.

The Oklahoma group were guests of the Lynchburg
Foundation Friday evening at = specia) dinner and raception
at the Booneshors Country Club. Judge Sweeney setved as
master of ceremonics, and all guests were cspecially
zppreciative of the two separate sspects of the American
heritage that had been brought logether in the peson of
Senator Owen and then in tim by those present for the
evening.

For the ceremony Saturday momming the weather
cooperated peefectly. Judge Sweeney presided and the
invocalion was offered by the Reverend Henry D). Gasson,
Assistant Dircotor of St. Faul's Episeopsl Church of
Lynchbury. Mayor Frank Read welcomed the large crowd of
guests and turned the keys of the city to the Oklahoma
delegation.

In response u tribute was paid by the President of the
Oklahorma Historical Scciety whe said in opesing his
remarka: “On behalf of Govemor David Hall I consider it &
rare honot Lo represent one of the newer states in our great
Union, the forty-sixth, al this wonderful occasion beld in the
heart. of one of its original states, that of the Old Dominion,”

In the atwence of Chiel Keeler, Mr. Pierce read the
remarks prepared by Mr. Keeler. Mr. Bierce teminded the
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group that Senator Dwen last year became the £irst person to
be made & member of the newly dreated Cherokes Hell of
Famne, in Tahlequah:

We are grateful for the many things he did for our stie aud the
Amatican 1nglan, s e proud o think of i 4 1n BEahomn 184 3

Lah,
Vitginians cun beth shars his muncry and piy Lorar 1o bim togehee an
we are daing taday... of entior Gven's tzhlevemest thire i
srtanty phnt nhm R perticularly true of the members of the

Following his gradustion from Washington and Lee
University with honors, Senalar Owen went ta Indian
Territory and startad as a teacher at the Cherokee orphanage
at Salina where many of the residents were orphaned by the
Civil War. He also lster served sducation of young Cherokess
a8 supervisor of the Cherohee Mational School sysiem and
became Indian Agent for the five civilized tribes and was
attomey of the Cherakess.

M. Pierce continued

Throug his +ftors. Bastem Chatoksss won u prdgmant 0 the 11 8.
Supreme Cowrt for some five million dollars, He
judgment, for Weatern Cheralecs for $800,0
irine U5 citiconchip <o every Indian in Inzis
il

e \.p ety
tory. These wora

But Guve ls o teliing how many bundreds of thiogs ke did for

ney. And be gidn® Jew
first U.5. Samator in L1907... Senato
e sesret cf Joining the best of the id

lexidlation of Urlr acnbury (the Fodwral Resocve Ban) niing Aci). I i

agnificant ro0 thet he chose this peocefut aren in we asz n

Iocated s e Tnal esting plece and that bia ik, ey et o
slao bisri

Mr. Pierce told of Senator Owen’s price in his mother's
Virginia heritage. At the time of the Louisiana Purchase
Exposition of 1904, in St. Louis, which bonored Thomas
Jeiferson, “Senator Owen's mother painted six generations of
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the distinguished Jefferson family. Tt was no coincidence that
when she buill her fine home in northeastem Oklahoma that
she named it Monticello.”

Robert Owen met the standards set in these verses of his
mother. “He thought of his brothers on this earth. He did his
best [or them and he did it now.*

Fill ench bour with kind thaughis of brothers

Let no dark dreams intrude of
e athers,
",

in Iif's preatest contees, self’s smmall prize
e'er shauid eloud our peseeful bravr,
Enioy while you may God's biue shies;
Sine, smils, [sugh, 3nd do yeur best — now,

Following the ceremony the Oklshoma guesls were
honored wth a lunciieon at the Dabney-Scorr-Adams Hcm.
f the The day was
visit. to the snve of Mr. Owen and 2 tour of Poiat of Honnr,

now under restoration by the Foundation.

While it does seem that more than two decades 5 more
(ime than would be required to pay trbute to one of
Oklahoma's first two United States Senators, yet the
hospitality of the hosts, the wonderful efforts of Mayor
Read, Judge Sweeney, Mrs. Watson, Mrs. Massie, and their
respective committees, the glorious fall weather in some way
did seem te make up for the delay.

FIRE MARSHALL'S REPORT ON THE HISTORIG
COLONY SCHOOL

Fire destroyed this Historic School Building, built by
John H. Seger, Superintendent of the School, along with the
help of ather settlers and the [ndians in 1888 to 1890 (site in
Washita County). The fire was discovered by John
Eutterbaugh, custadian of the present elementary schoal
located on the same grounds. This was at 8:3¢ p.m. of
4BITL.
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The bumed building was 26 x 100 [L., constructed of
bricks which were molded apd baked on the grounds by the
superintendent and escly day Indians. The building was two
stoies in height, walls were approximately 14 inches in
thickness; a basement was located in the center of the
building, and a bell tower was lotated at the east from center
of building which was equal to three stories.

The interior walls and cellings were wood lith and
plastet; floars were wood and the rool was gable with wood
shingles. This building was i very poor condition before the
fire. All of the windews and doors were gone; much junk
material was present in the building and interior walls were
pactially wrecked by vandals. Many previous small fires have
occurted in this building through the years.

M. Gene Flaming, Principal of the Colony Elementary
School, stated the Annual Cheyenne-Arapano Pow-wow had
been in session for four days; during this time a large group
of people came in from all areas of the United States and
several hundred were present. Each year st this Pow-wow;
also, at the weekend Pow-wows held during the year, @
concentrated effort is made (o control the crowd and protect
the school property, which is lawsted immediately south of
the park and camp grounds used for the Pow-wow.

Mr. Flaming stated that during school hours they usually
were sble Lo control the crowds, but aiter school hours and
on Satwdey and Sunday it was impossible to keep the
children snd young aduits off the schook grounds and out of
the old Historie School Buiiding. even though the Indians had
their own police patroling the area, also, county officers and
Highway Patrol Officers were present at il times.

For years ot each Pow-wow [rom one to three small fires
bave ceeurred in the old Historic Building antl caused from
smoking and parties going on in the building, however, due to
heavy patroling. the fizes were quickly extinpuished.

Mr. Adrian Crabb, Superintendent of Schodls, and Mr.
Flaming, Erincipal, stated the older building caused mmany
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prablems and for years bad catsed concern for the safety of
the students. Even though the school children hed srict
orders to stay away (rom the building, they cowld not be
centrelled after school hours. Mr. Crabl stated plans were to
demolish the building; then, the Historical Society expressed
4 desire to restore the building and this met with hig
approval. Mr. Crabb stated he sincerely wanted the building
made safe, with a lence around it to keep wnavthorized
persons out, or wanted it torn dewn and the area cieaned up.

A number of area citizens were contacted conceming the
site; all stated they were tired of the building being left there
in its present state, but were happy 1o hear plans were started
for its restoration.

No evidence of any kind could be found to indicate this
fire was & malicious nature, No il Feelings oould be found
among sehool patrens of Lown people in general; one person
axpressed the fact that she welcomed the historic site in
Colony, 25 the town needed the aliraction for tourist.

Mis. Harvey Weichel lives across the stoeet north of the
Pow-wow area; she stated she has witnessed many Paw-wows
and many beautful programe and danoss ave offered which
are interesting, however, she did notice that this year’s

rogram was not as well organized a past Pow-wows and the
children end adults, alike, were harder to control,

Undersheriff, Dave Dokbi, and Deputy Sheriff, T. K.
Butler, were on the grounds for the four days and mights;
stated it took all of the law enforcement officials, and then
some, to conbrol the large crowd and regular patrols were
made by the abandoned school building trying to keep
peaple away, but it was impossible to do. On several patrols
evidence wes found of drinking alse, one instance teenagers
were found sniffing glue, and a total of 15 arrests were made
duting the Pow-wosr for different offenses,

Custodian dohn  Bulierbaugh was interviewed by the
Deputy Sheriff and the Undersigned Agent. Jokn lives on the
sehool ground with his family; his home is approximately
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200 ft. in a southwest dirsction from the burned building,
and John stated he kept a constant watch on all the buildings
duing the Pow-wow, tince the Indian children used the
school playground when school was not in session. Children
and young adults were in the old building most all the time;
it wes impossible to keep them out and he has put out small
fires on previous meetings.

JIohn stated the Colony Fire Department was called at
naon on Saturday to put out a fire in zn old diven, which had
started Eom children smoking; later in the evening, John
aghin noticed smake coming from the north ead of the first
foor area, This time he responded with o garden hose and
found some children stamping out a fire which they had
started in some junk lumaber and trash.

Atound 7:45 pm., on Monday, 9/6/71, another fire
broke out in the center of the building on the first floor. This
fire, again, was put out by John and the children that set it;
about 45 minutes later, John stated he Jaoked back toward
the building and heavy billaws of smoke were coming [rom
the basement srea and was getting up on the first foor. He
immedistely called the Colony Fire Deparment. Chief
Treadway stated that when they wrived with the Fire truck,
fire involved the entire building. [t was necessary to call other
towns for assistance. Flying embers were threatening the
gymonsium, which is spproximately 98 ft. away from the
burning bulding: also, the classroom building, which is 135
L. away.

Chisl Tresdway stated that Com, Clinton, Weatherford,
Cordell and Eakley sent men and fire equipment to help
combat the fire. The fire was 50 large that nothing could be
done to step it end all efforts had to be made to keep
exposed buildings from catching on fite, An elevated water
tank is locatér] on the sehool ground, but is nok sufficient. for
afire of this magnitude.

The fire completely destroyed the main building: alss, a
26 X 33 ft. building joined by 2 6 ft. hallway, which had
been used for restraome. This building was a single story with
brick walls and was 18 £, west from the main structure.
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It is felt by =il persons making this investigation thak the
fire was definitely set, ither intentionally or accidently, by
children or young adults attending the Pow-wow. Much
evidenice was [ound of heauy drinking taking place in and
around the building; possible, tomeone wanted to stir up
s0me excitement — not realizing the fire would get out of
control

Mbs. Lena Seger Crank and her granddaughber was on the
sceae Wednesday, 2/8/71. Mrs, Cronk stated they were at the
old sthool building on Sunday, 9/5/71; Mrs. Cronk was
deeply interested in the restoration of the building and was
showing her granddaughter around the building. Mrs. Cronk
stated children were in the building st this time, were
smoking, and offered them some cigarettes. Mrs. Cronk
related much of the histary of the school and stated the
building was restazed in 1951, but has been wrecked again.
Mts. Crank felt efforts should have been made long ago to
testore the building and she also felt that childeen were
tesponsible for the fire

Three remaining walls were left after the fire, which wete
very dangerous. Mr. Mike Berman was oontacted by the State
Fire Marshal's Office concemning these walls and Mr. Berman
stated they should be tor down.

County Commissioner Harvey Weichel and his men
brought in 2 heavy erane and removed the taller sections of
the walls, All debris from the fire should be removed soon
and the basement filled to probibit any student from being
hurt.

—Julius Pierce, Agent
State Fire Marshal
September 13, 1971

— ALONG THE TRAIL —
uzron‘r ON THE OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SuBMITTER BY ELMER L. FRAKER
{HCTOBER 20, 1871

When Martha Blaine, Chiel Curator, took a leave of
ahsence from the stafl of the Oklahoma Historicel Society
(August 6, 1971}, considerable reorganization was nicoessary
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in the Museum. This reorganization was accomplished sasily,
because of the high quality of the Museum staff.

Ralph “Rocky™ Jones was transferred from the svening
Staff to the position of Museum Curator and Jos Todd, who
hzd been an in-training docent, back over the duties Farmery
performed by Mr. Jones. A new employes was added to the
Museum staff, when Robert Conroy was placed in the
position of Assistant Exhibits Technician.

A rcther unusual condition exists on the third Door of
the Historical Soeisty Building, becavse of the new staff
arrangements. All six members of the staff working on the
third floor havs an average age of 27 years. We call them the
members of our kindergarfen. All of them are bright,
deddicated young peple. We prophesy they will go far in the
profession.

Two unusually fne additions have been made to the
Museum collections this quarter. Ome was the scquiring, from
Station WEKY—TY, the firt color camera ever to be used to
make local broadcasts. It was also the first color television
comen to be used wesk of the Mississippl. The other was the
Gne collection of materials that once belonged to Wiley Post,
world-famous Oklahoma avistor, and part of the instruments
from the piane he and Wil Rogers were killed in at Point
Barrow, Alaska. The Wiley Post collection was given to the
Sodiety by his brother, Gordon Poat.

Mr. Jones has been singy honarad by being invited to
attend the Americen Asspeiation of State and Local History
Seminar Lo be held at Old Sturbridge Village, Massachusetis,
November 8 — 19. Several Museum stafl members atiended
the Mountain-Plains Conlerence held in Linecln, Nebraska, in
Beptember.

All documents now in the Museum's possession , which
should be in other departments, are being transferred to
those departiments. An example of this is many items now in
the Musewm are being placed in the Indian Archives because
they are archival materials Tather than Museum picoss. The
saine can be Eaid for transferals to the Library.
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After ninetesn yemrs of dediited cervice to the
OKlahoma Histarical Society, Miss Katherine Ringland has
resigned, This quiet, little lady is loved by all who Know her.
As the Union Room Curator, she has done a wonderful job.
Everyone regrels seeing this fine smployee retize. The Society
s nol going to lose her enlirely, however, because she is going
10 be a docsnt on the Museurn stalf, spending considerable
time in the Union Room on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

A department of the Society that continuss to grow by
leaps and bounds is that of the Library. Since Jonuary 1,
1971, mote than = half- million jtems have bean added to its
collections. Included in this list are U8 District Court
Records, Johnston County and Indisn Terrilary Records, R.
L. Willtars Egtate papers, and Selective Service Records.

In the Ficture Division of the Library, a considerable
wolume has been hondled, with 893 photographs beng sent.
Eight hundred and ssventy-five rolls of genealogical film have
been received

Mrs. Simpeon helped with a twoday gencalogical
warkshop in Pawhuska. Mrs. Atkins and Mrs. Gampbell
attended the Spetial Library Assaciation Workshop I
Bethany.

Fleld trips for the Library were made by Mrs. Stimpson
when the spent otie day in Perry ab the Cherokee Strip
Museum artanging for copying of researsh materials.

A new acquisition for the Library cames from the gifl by
the D.A.R. State Library of all their microfilm holdings on
deposit with the Sociely.

Reports from the Historic Sites Department read fike »
repeat accouat. Progress is being made at every site.

AL the Sequoysh Home, Mr. Humphyey is making great
efforts 1o fumish the interior of the Sequoyah cabin a it was
in the days when Sequoyah lived there. A work table, stools,
chair, bed, cooking wiensils, braom and other amifacts have
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been installed which lend credence to its homey atmasphere.

Mrs. Costner has seeured workers 1o clean out the barn
and to refurbish the agricultural implements found thezsin at
the Peter Conser facility. In the Peter Conser House, itself,
continuing testoration is taking place. Modem kitchen
cabinets have been removed 35 well 25 all electric switches
and outlets. Minor Tepaits have been done ko the walls and
some have heen repuinted. The central heating and
sir-conditioning unit has been placed in the house and is
working perfectly, Mrs, Costner says that plenty of good,
pure watez is now an hand for the site.

The County Commissioners have completed work on the
aceess rond and parking Facilitiss at the Old Chiel's House, As
soon as the report has been received concemning those whe
have taken the test for Curator at this site, the Administrative
Secretery will select one. When this is done, one of the finest
historic sites in the possession of the Society will be
functioning.

Using artifacts d duting the arch
excavations made at Fort Washita, Mr. Fricke is msblung
displaye, making uze of such artifacts. A Fort Washita
diorama is being made by Henty Klippell and should soon be
installed.

Mrs. Loksy at the Chickasaw Council House, reports that
the new glasi entryway to the cover building has been
canstructed, affording better temperature contzel for the
interior and making Lhe building move sasily accessible to the
public. The Curator at the Chickasaw Council House has
completed more than 1,000 individual fies in making an
inventory of the items on display and in storags there,

Mr. Bureman and the Administrative Beccetary have made
two Lrips to the Cabin Creek Battlefield, where ten granite
warkers have been set up, which indicate the approximate
Jocation of the various units of hoth the Confederate and
Federal forces at the heginning of the battle. With the
construction of a circle drive at the site and the building of
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good acvess roed, it should be one of the more atiractive
bistoric sites owned by the Society.

Work is continuing on resteriog the ald Carnegie Library
Building at Guthre. The exterior of the building has been
mndblacted and pointed and the contract has been let for
refurbishing the vestibule and entrance area of the interior.

The Administrative Secretary has seeured the setvices of
Harold Bowen to take the place of Jack Roherts who
resigned as custodian at the Guthrie site.

The Jim Thorpe House has been completely restored and.
i now ready for installation of interior furnishings. When this
i done, a curator will be seoured to take gver the wark at
fhat place and the facility will be opened to the public.

This year has ben a banner one from the standpoint of
attendance at Historical Society Museums and Sites. There
has been a skight; decrease in attendance at the Main Museur
brought sbout by the distuption of streets in the viinity of
the Historice] Society Building. Despite this handi
215,000 people went through the Main Museum.

During the past twelve months the following number of
people visited the various facilities of the OWahoma
Historical Sociely: Main Museumn, 215,000; Chickusaw
Council House, 5,500; Erin Springs Mansion, 3,700; Foreman
Home, 2,065: Fort Washita, 80,000; Peter Conser House,
1,800; Sequoyah Home, 16.000; Sod House, 12,000. The
Foreman Home and the Peter Conser House were not open
for the full year, hence the figures at those two Flaces are less
than they would be on a year's basis.

The foregoing would indicate that more than 320,000
people visited the Museums apd Sites of the OMahoma
Historical Society within the past twelve months.

Many groups of dth, Sth and 6th waders from the
OKishorna City schools are taking training % the Socisty with
ten well-trained docents doing the teaching. This program is
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entitled, *'Opening Doors to Education”. Since its beginning
on Octoher 4, there ave been an sversge of 260 children per
dey visiting the Museum four days a week. A trip through the
Main Museum in the Oklahoma Historical Seciely Building
show these groups gathered around their

ining srtifacts and learning about some of the
facts that made Oklahoma what it is. We consider this one of
the most imporiant programs being caried on by the
Oklghoms Historicsl Society.

A drop in the production of microfilm has beea abservad
in the Newspaper Department, = poirted out by Mr.
Wettengel, due to the retirement of Mr. Tilly. This left Mes.
Moran 75 the sole opertor dufing August. A new opertor
has taken the place made vacant by the retirement of Mr.
Tilly.

The MNewspaper Department Supervisor, Mr. Wettengel,
gave o talk and used slides at the meeting of the Cklahos
City Arts Council on September 22. His talk told of the
activities of the Oklahoma Historical Society.

Besides Lhe usual work of editing The Chronicles, Miss
Wright has prepared ten short biographies for Choctaw
History and has wrilien one on-sile marker inscription and
two roadside marker inscriptions. She has made talks to the
Oklahoma City Anthropoligical Society and appeared on the
D. A. R. program.

One of the most unusual and distinguishing hanors has
tome to Miss Wright from Mrs. Richurd Nixon, wife of the
President of the United Statss. This was = Certificate of
Recognition for her efforts in the preservation of our
national heritage. The Certificate was awarded to Miss Wright
al the Natioral Indian Women's Association Meeting at
Lawion, at which time she was aiso the recipient of &
Distinguished Service Award a3 the owistanding Indian
waman of the twentieth century.

More than 1,000 pages of manuscript huve baen Xeroxed
by Mrs. Loeney and she has sssisted 250 researchens in the
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Indian Archives. Among sutstanding Tessarchers who have
visited the Archives are Dr. J. Stanley Clark, Oklahoma City
University; Dr. Dan Littlefield, Univemity of Arkansas; Dr.
Craig Minar, Wichita State University: Dr. Howard Meredith,
University of Oklanoma; Dr. Donald Berthrong, Purdue
University. and Dr. R, Palmer Howurd, Univewmity of
Oldahoma Mediczl School.

With the tremendous growth of the activities oi the
Dklahoma Historical Society, it has been necessary to
increase the clerical stalf in the office of the Society. An
additional assistant to Mrs. McIntyre has been secured. She i
Mzs. Alta Bryant.

We regrel. to anngunce the resignation of Miss Valerie
Snyder, s Evening Curator. She hes held this position ever
since it was created and has done an outsteanding piece of
work. She is resigning to complete her masters degree in

library science at the University of Oldahoma. We greatly
zegret losing this fine employee.



