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THE JOURNAL OF PRIVATE JOHNSON: A FRAGMENT
By Gearge H. Shirh

When almost fifty ycars age George H. Johnson put 40
papet for family use memoirs of his ealy days, he ot most
only partially renlized that he.was making 3 contribution to
Oldshoma history that todey i@ most welcome to The
Chronicles of Ollahorsa. Now that we are in the second
century after the Battle of the Washita it seems incredible
thet another eyewitness diary would make its appearance, yet
such is the case here.

George H. Johnson wes bom in Davis County, lowa on
Qotaber 20th, 1850, the son of Maxwell and Mary Elisa
Johnson. When yet a youth, his family moved to Barton
County, Missourl; and it was from Ehere that George and his
trother lefi to make their own ways in the world. At the
time George and his brother left home, however, events
elsewhere were in progress that wauld render young Johngan
and his mempira of interest today.

The story of the Battle of the Washita has heen told
many times and from every conceivable point of view, and o
tfurther retelling is not here intended. '

At that time General Philip H. Sheridan commanded the
Department of the Missouri, with Indien pacification the
primary mission of the Department. With the failure of the
1867 field operations Sheridan decided on a change of plan,
and for the following year he selected Byt. Majoz General
George A. Custer, then a member of the recently organized
regular avmy unit, the Tth U. 5. Cavalry, as his field
commander.

. On Qolober §, 1868 the War Department autharized the
Thivision Commander, General William T. Sherman, if deermed
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“necessary to a successful prosecution of the present
campsign against the Indians’” to accept the wervices of a
Tegiment of Kansas Cavairy. This he did three days later. The
Govenar of Kansis, Samuel J, Crawford, resigned that office
o avcept a commission es colonel of the 19th Kansas
Valunteer Cavalry,

Fort Seott was selected as the location for the
organization of the regiment and Colonel Crawiord mounted
an enlistment blitz in an effort ko have the regiment available
for immediate field service,

The promise of excitement in an Indian camuaigs
apparently beckoned to George Johnson, and he enlisted 45 2
private in Company G on October 20, 1888 for a period of
six tonthe, and was mustersd into the service eight days
later. He gave Fort Scott as his place of residence upon
enlistment. Upon expiration of his torm of serviee he was
honorably discharged at Fort Hays on April 18, 1869,

As is well known. logistical difficulties prevented the
arzival of the regiment at Camp Supply in order to participats
in the Batile of the Washita.? However, the regiment took
the field on Monday, December 7th, along with the Tth L. 8.
Cavalry and rendered good service for the zemainder of its
muster.

Here we pick up the stary as told by George H. Johnson.
The joumsl is written with soft pencil on schoa! tablet paper.
Appareally several complete tablets at one time comprised
hiz reminiscences, but unfortunately only this one has
survived. Further, the firet few pages of the surviving tablet
appear o be missing. From the abrupt commencement it is
apparent that an unknown amount of material preceded the
fragment. hete edited, and 99 the entire fablet is filled it is o

o that the tinved on into
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GEORGE 1, JGHNSOR, VETERAX

iEnlisted in 1569, privale in Company &, 19th

Kanwin Cavalry sith Gen, Guorgs A, Cuslec’s
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the next tablet, Punctuztion has besn added. Now to his
memoirs

THE JOURMAL OF GEORQE H. JOHMNSON

..and take them prisoners and get our things back that
they had stolen but he said: No, what would we do with
them if we did. Well, 1zaid to him, [ believe [ can steal their
guns, but he suid, No they might shoot me then he would
have na one to deep with him in the brush. So we crept back,
monted our ponies and went back o the house, told Mother
about it. For God's sake, keep away from them, she said, [
believe tiet they were hers last night to kill both of you
boys. Well, [ said, we will get them yet. So we mounted our
ponies, kade aerocs the creek, we saw six men coming streight
toward ts. We wailed 'til they came closer. We made them
out to ke Unioh men so we went out to them, We knew some
of them. Cne was  scout from Fort Scolt, His name wan Jeff
Dentor.

Well, in the Spring we looked around to find a better
location. Found a place over in Barton County, Missouri,
about three miles from the Kansas line. A man had built a
cabin on it and hed about ten acres of edltivation. 8o my
father traded our team for it and we moved over and locatad
thers. That was a wild country at that time. Our elesest
neighbor was three miles away, There was lots of wild game
in the country, We didn’t have very much £o eat, only what
wild game that we could kill. My father was nat a very good
hunter. Bo somelimes we were so hungry that we didn't
know where we were going to sleep, but my brother and 1
soan grew up and then we hunted and killed game. Father
raised com and pumplins, hogs snd everything. Mother spun
the yarn, made our dothes. Then we began to live betier, My
mother married an cld mascel so [ thought it was about time
for me to be going. I packed up my belongings. | found that {
<nly had worth taking aiong what was on my back, sc I left
the old hame that I loved so well md went west in the Fall of
sixty eight.
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My brother ¢ and T and one of our neighbor boys enlisted
in the 18th Kansas Cavalry at Fort Scott, Kansas. 3t was
made up to fight Indians on the Great Plaing in the west
campaign of Garersl Custst 1n tha year of ‘sixty-sight and
nine sgainst Ere hostile Indian Libes, Cheyennes, Arapahos,
Kiowas, and Camanches.

Our company l=ft Fort Scott went to Topeka from thers
ta Fort Hays, Kansas, At that time there was but, ane railroad
across the plains. That was the Norther ruad. Before we got
to Forl, Hays we stw thousands and thousands of buffalo. So
many of them gol on the {rack they stopped the train. We
fired at them from the car windows il our Captain told us to
stop wasting our ammunition, that we might need it to fight
Indizns. S0 we went out to Fort Hays. Thete we bit the trail
to Forl Dodge on the Arkansas River about 100 miles away.
We were then in the Indisn country, so we had to be very
careful. There millions of buffsla, as far as the eye could see,
the whole country was black with them. We had plenty of
buffala meat to eat.

When we camped at night the officer in command had a
chain guard put out around the camp. Put a saldier aboul
every 100 yards apart clear mround the camp. The sergeant, of
the guerd gave orders il we saw anything that Jooked like an
Indian to five &L it, so many Limes we did shoot things that
we thought were Indians, The coyotes and gray wolves were
so thick that we coud not keep them off of us at night. So
we wolld shool them and say we thought it was an Indian,
S0 we arived at Fort Dodge.

Then we stayed a few days and went on to Camp
Supply.* The first day out we got lost in a snow stormSHt
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was thres days before we lound the trail. We were guarding
400 wagons loaded with supplies for the soldiers. Went on to
Camp Supply. On the way 1 killed my first buffalo, It wasa
big bull. 1 shot him sevezal times and he laid down. I kept on
shooting and going closer *til 1 was up t6 him. I touched him
with my gun. He was stone dead. So I eot off some meat for
supper #nd the waolves got the rest. 1 hadn't gone ity steps
away when they piled onto him and soon had him eaten up
50 it was no trouble after that for me to Kill them when we
wanted some meat.

It was o very celd stormy winter, We sulfered from cold
and exposure. We had o go on guard about every third night.
Didn’t matter how cold or snowing it was then we had to get
up at four in the moming and be ready to mount our horses
and march at daylight. Sometimes it was fearful cold
sometimes storming. We had some blizzards that winter. 1
have siood guard over the horses al the picket line when the
horses would freezs to death. A man dossn't know what he
can stand until he hae 1o, That wes the hardest winter T that 1
ever put in all my life. I thaught | would never get back home
again,

Well we exched Camp Supply. It was 3 supply camp in
the forks of Beaver and Wolf Creehs, just a point where they
@me together. Well Genersl Custer is there waiting for s
with his 7th Cavalty Regiment so we joined him. He pushed
on across the Washita River there found the Cheyenne camp.
Atlacked it ot daylight Movember 21, 1868, lilling Black
Kettle and about 200 of his bund and captured some women
and children and a lot of ponies and other stuff and burned
the camp.? So we helped guard the captives to Fort Hays
There were three white girls that the Indians had with them
captives. They were escued and sent back to their homes.

* b wesre winter of 04 i lependary, The mvstorinos Ligur. . .
Iardnan raported The tempersturs g the tanuign wix AX brlow zera
Bae fiqorga 11, Shirke, "Fhe e nf the Tlugiained Jnurmil The Chranieles
of OAaong, Vel YXXVT, No. 4 (Wioter 158.80] p. 3
'Il mm-!E m renembered that the 100k Kanmn did wn s
v 341, o0 Fel, Joluson dld not actuslly
ncllng nl B»lndl KML](\'\; willge.
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Well we had a hard time. We marched all over the staked
plains that winter. When we got hack our clothes were sbout
tom off of us. Bo we were a hard looking lot but we were all
fab and In good health, Wall this ended the campaign. We
went back to Fort Hays, were mustered out and started back
to divilization.

On our way back we were walking actoss the bridge at
Ottawa, Kansas. We met a little gizl. She wanted to know il
we were going to stay all night in town, I tcld her we wers.
She said her mother kept a bowrding house and wanted us o
go up there and stay. I told her 1 didn't know, 1 would sze
the other boys about. it. She said she will stay here until you
see them. I hadn’t seen a while girl for 5o long I wanted to ga
with her, but the boys would not go, 5o [ had to go o and
lease her stending there on that bridge. We went on and

all night with = farmer. The nekt day we want on and
Enally airived at Fort, Scott. There we met onr Ceplain. ¢
was glad to see us and gave us our discharges. We w!nt an
down to the old neighborhood, and were very glad to ger
hack, We separated ench went his own way. Well [ was alone
in the word. 1 was sure lonesome, but I was with the hoys
and girls that I grew up with. Well [ had seen a ittle of the
wotld, s¢ 1 was determined o see more of it. After & while [
got restless. [ wanted to do something. 1 wanted to go
somewhere. | did nat know so 1 got acquainted with 2 young
man, 1 have forgotten his name. He wanted me to....

A TRIP TO TEXAS

[ tumed my back on all my friends and relatives. We
pressed an. Semetimes found a place to stay overnight.
Sometimes lay cut on the ground but [ was used to that, but
my partner was not. [ have forgotten his name, but it deesn'y
watier, [ didn't stay with him very long, bt I found him to
be a very agreesble companion. He was kind and good and
Iull of life. We were then well on our way. We were close Lo

“The arigivil saptsil for Canpany © 1
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Fort Gibson an the Arkansas River. We overtosk some more
travelers thal wers going o Texas, su we traveled with them;
There was quite & crowd of us then.

The old man that owped the outfit was 2 hard old pill.
His name was Tumer. He had some whiskey with him. So it
was against the law to have whiskey in the Indian Territory,
but he tassed it around every day to the crowd. There was
one man in the crowd he was a tenderfoot. He was gresn. He
couldn’t take a joke, so the boys all picked on him. We all
groomed our horses at night to clear the mud off of them, so
ane night he went out to clean his horse. He made 2 mistake
and cleaned my horse instzad ol his. 1saw him doing it but [
didn’t ssy anything. He came back to the camplire, said he
had his home cleaned, I told him [ would bet him ten dollars
againgt bis watch he dida’t. He said alright 5o wa put our bets.
up in Mr. Tumer's hands. Then I told him to pick one man
from the crowd and 1 would pick one, and the hoss would
pick one. We all went out to my horse and he said that is the
one 1 cleaned. | showed him his horse, he then saw his
mistake.

So the next day when we camped we saw z squirrel in the
top of a tall tree. We all got to shooting at it end some of us
shot it out, but we didn’t know which one of us. 5o we put
up a mark and the one that shat closest to that mark was the
aone that killed the squirrel. When we all got through shaoting
the tenderfaot said that one of the bullets bounced back and
hit him in the Eace. We all laughed at him 5o about it. That
night, he went. down the road, when he came back he wanted
to bormaw & sixshooter. The boss got up and asked him what
he wanted with it, told him if he wanted to use it on
anybody and would say who it wes. He guessed he wouid
accorndate him, but he seid he heard something down the
roud, wanted b go dawn and sze what it wes.

Next moming he went on zhead, left the autfit. Went to

esting vier of Jite on dhe Toxna Road soe firant Porcnnn,
Soxitb, 199,
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& town called Perryville,d and when we gol there we found
that he had reported we had whiskey in the SULL. They were
trying to Kb encugh deputy marshals Lo take us in. Being so
many of us they were alraid to attack s, 50 we told them
that we would camp down on the creek that night sbout
mile from town.

ARer dark and after supper we quietly hitched up and
went oh and traveled all night. The next day we crossed Red
River. We were then in Texas, 50 we knew that we were safe.
Just 45 we got across the officers came up to the river. We
told them to come over and we would give them a drink. But.
they thanked us and said they did not belong on thatside. 5o
we went inla cimp right on the bank. We stayed [here that
night. The passe went back. Our men was with them, so we
never saw him after that, The heXt momiing my partner and 1
left the outfit, 25 we wanted to go to Banham.

When we gob down in the esstern part of the state we
could hardly find a place 1o stay all night. The ettlers didn't
want to keep travelers, so one svening we commenced eurly
to find a place to stop. They kept putting us off and sencing
us on till it was dark. We got off the raad and finally gat lost
in the wood. We saw o light, went 1o it a howse in the woods.
I hollared. A boy came out I told him we wanted to stay all
night. He sid we can't keep you, Then I said, whete is the
main toed. Right over there about hall a mile. [ gave him a
quarter to show us Lhe road. We traveled on in the dark about
two miles to 2 house. [ told them we wanted to stay “til
marning. They said they could not keep us, that the woman
was sick, but | didn't believe them. | went in the house.
Thete was only one room. A woman lying on the bed
appeared to be very £ick so I coneluded we had no business

ere. We went.on three or four miles cxme to 2 house. [t was
then getting late. They had all gone 4o bed. We called them
up. The man came oub. We told him what we wantsd. Oh, he
says, we couldn'l pessicle keep you. I got down off my

o Baryeile wni n st buparteat seitlonnt (n the chorl Rotles ut
tame, furs Additionn] Notos on Ferrrville, Chortaw
Tathant Garamctos of Ovteveme, Veh. YIIL, T 8 Crumes 1) 7. 14
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horse, and said | wouldn't go enother step, 1am going to stay
Tight here by the fence all night. Yes, my partner said, we
can't go any farther tonight, we are tired and hungry. Wel
the man said if you are bound to stay, [ will accommodate
vou the best [ can. We told him anything would do, sa he put,
the horses in the stable, fed them, went Lo the house. Woman
got us something to eat next moming. We found them to be
very good people, so we paid them for their trouble ang went
U way.

1t was only about twenty miles from there to Bonham 5o
we got there that day. We were getting short of money, o
my partner said that we would make some money. I asked
him how would we make it, well this horse of mine has never
been beat running. If 1 2an match & race we can win some, o
we put up at the hotel and put. our horses in the bamn, just as
if we had plenty of money. It was two or three days before
wae had any chance to de anything. The third day a traveling
autfit came along with a race horse. 8o they wanted a race.
50 my partner told them he would put up his horse against a
hundred dallars for & hundred yards, and the fimt home cut
would take the money. They said they would do that if we
would run in the moming. That was just what we wanted,
The racetrack was cut at the edge of town. The next moming
we went out there, A big crowd went with us, My parther
told me to offer to bet my horse against fifty dollars, and
some of them would take me up. Bo when we got out theze |
let it be known that 1 wanted to bet on the race. One fellow
said he wowd bet me filty dollars. [ told him I would put up
my horse against his ffty. He said alright, but T was scared to
death. | thought we would lose owr horses, Well, we got
everything ready. I saw them start. My heart wis in my
tnouth. But [ thought we had a fair show. Both parties were
stzangets to the town. 1 soon saw that our horse was in the
lead. He won by half a length, so we had $150. My partner
got drunk that night but [ got $50 away from him. I drank
wery little whiskey, So 1finally got him to bed. The next day
he got drunk and spent all the money that he had. He wanted
me to give him some. [ told him if he would promise to go to
bed and leave town the next moming 1 would give him some
money. He Loid me he would do it.
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80 the next morning we pulled out and I told him we had
petter go west. [ didn’t like that part of the country. Bo we
went on west. The farther we went the better we liked it. We
didn't have any trouble to stay avernight or get something to
eat. We went on to Sherman and just after we got about one
mile from town my partner got suddenly sick. 5S¢ we stopped
at a farmhouse, They took us in, put him to bed, sent for a
do¢tor. We had a hard time te save his life. The doctor said
he had congestive chill. That he must not get up for 2 waek.
So the farmer tald us that we could stay there until he was
able 1o travel. Well the old Farmer had two grown daughters,
sa we put in the time very well for ten days. 1 was somy when
the time came to leave. Well they didn’t want to charge us
anything but 1 insisted on them to take something, and £ gave
them twenty-five dollars. They wanted us 1o slay longer, at
least the girls did. So to get away [rom them we promised to
come back in a little while. S0 one mormning we rode away
and [ have never seen them since.

Well my partner said he had an cld aunt living out west,
that he wanted to ses her. Bo we weni out there. She was a
fine old lady. So we had been there about & manth. One day
my partner told me he was goinp to stay there with his aunt,
8o I told him I needed money. I needed same clothes, that 1
would go and hunt me a job. My britches had holes in the
knees and worn out in the seat. So he told me if T would get
same cloth his aunt would make me a poir. 5o I bought some
butternut jeans and she made them up for me. When she had
them done [ tried them on. They were a tight fit, and the
seams in the legs went half way aroung, [ had on a eotton
shirt, so 1 tied a red handkerchief around my neck T tell you L
was a bird. So I thought it was good enough. So [ told them
that I looked so much like an Indian that I would go over
across Red River in the Indian Territory and stay with the
Indians. They all laughed at me and  laughed toa,

S0 1 did ga over in the Naticn and found some work over
there. Went to work for 2 man that had Indizn blood in him,
but he looked like a white man. He had cattie and horses, lots
of them. So [ punched cows and broke horses for him. He
had a daughtar. The only child in the family, his wife was
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dead. He had owned slaves before the war. Some of them
were still with him. They were his servents, His daughter was
about. cighteen years old and hed . foir education, =nd ws #
good looking and 3 fine girl all around, snd could ride ke n
Indian. $he md [ would ride hores, break them, She could
bresk a home good a L could, 5o the old man got stuck on
e and sa did the gid. Well [ did like the girl s a friend but [
didn't know whethes 1 loved her or not.

End

The land that is now Oklshoma continued to beckon
George H. Johnson and there is every evidence that he soon
found employment as 4 hand on the Chisholm Trail. Among
his papers preserved by the family mre a number of news
dippings about the Chisholm Trail. He spparently attended
the Trail Crivers Reunion held in Enid during the summer of
1930. Among the Chisholm Trail papers of interest is a copy
of a letter dated July 16, 1920, from Charles F. Colcord
wherein Mr. Coleord explained carefully the exact locstion of
the Trail,

Johnton settled in the vicinity of what is now Kingfisher
and there married an Indian girl ¥ whose name appears to be
lost from family records. By this marrisge he had thres
children, Minnie, Frank and Netlie. The first two died in early
Gfe but Nelie survivad to her eightieth year. She is buried at
Fl Reno.

Later, probably about 1998, family records are net
certain, he married Lucy Ann Irwin and to this union ware
bom seven children, George E., Heary M., Raymond H.,
Allen W., Nancy Barr, Hazel Dupree and Joie Allen. Al of the
children are alive at this tire except Raymond, who was
killad in Kansss 8 number of ysms ago in an atcamobile
accident,

#Besame of the wkla Increst n all Qeleil of the Cishol: Tunl, the
letter in reprintod Tere nn an 4 ppendi ut the
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While the family was growing, Johnson moved 16
Stillwater 5o fhat his children could get an education which
to him wes “something no one can take awny.” He later
meved to Tuttle where he died at the age of eighty-one. He
was_buried at Minco on June 19, 1932, His wife Lucy had
died two years earlier.

Hit son, George, now Jiving at San Bernadino, California,
recalls that the Dalton geng once stopped at his father's home
in the Kingfisher area and required Johnson to exchange
rifles. He recalled heaging earlier ahout his father using a pile
of #resh buffalo hides 35 8 hiding place from hostile Indians.
When he was found he was hadly frosthitten because of
tliszard that had arzived before Johnson felt it was safe to
Jeave his hiding place.

Among bis papers is a letter from David L. Spotts, whose
oun diary ™ of the Washita campaign has been widely used
s a reference work:

646 Chestaue Amm

Long Basch, Calif.
March 25, 1980
learge H Johnaan
Shllwlhr. Oklaoms
Daar Camrade:

Yo may wonder who 1 am and. why [ am wridng 10 you a0 1wl
expliin. I waa tlerk of Co. L, Ninatoenth Kanses Vol, Cav. bul it s
Db i St e o e, e v leygn atdoiien 5 St what
tack plase aver 61 yeurs ago, T have jual raceived 4 st of nares wi

Capl. Finchs of my Co. aad I ot hium there
QUF names wars David L. Somesons aiked 1rlwu-nlnhu--nd!|= md
"Yes, my won," T mat him cecasicnally and he would sy *Halls san." 1

YE A Brhoi ool Campaigning itk Curier, the Daiey of Davd L.
Spoity, Loa Ango

4 Bpotta waw a errr, Payno commanded Company M, not Company .
=Cupt. Charlen B Finch commondod Corupany Lo
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e ttall iyt Know biom large b sk Do bad b worer gt to go
 live In

I yeis ARk W6 hames sod address of your somradas ving on Beb,

16 Last Just say 50 and L will send tvm, )
I pm B2 hwwe been in Calif, uinne'l!'ﬂs Married 69 years, Twa sona
H ¢ health; what very few can
my at our olired s‘mn 50 ynﬁ old. Wishing yeu and yours the
o e Riorae, T

Your Comrada
igoead) D, L, Spotes

Whether Johnson replied to Spotts is not known but the
circumstance that the letter and its envelope were carefully
preserved would indicate that his days with the 19th Kansas
had not besn forgotten. The journal & in the possession of &
granddaughter, Mrs. Delores Floyd of Oklahoma City, She is
the daughter of Jola and bas cooperated greatly with the
Saciety in making the manuseript, as well as Lve Facts on the
life of her grandzather, available here.



Jeurital of Private fobnson s

APPEMDIX

Okkehoma City, Okla
July 18, 1830

Wr. W. T, Milburn, See.-Myr.
Chamber of Commerce,
Soyre, Okle

Dear Sirt

T bave been away Tor soveral wocks and wpon retrming (o Cie office
his o . Tound yaur letter of dune 18, in regard Lo the Chisholn

iy the spting of 1876 | cromed the Red River on what was then
al Red River siation, lollowing & northwest
Crerk ub Manericf ranch,

e Cimarton
and thete was a siaga rancy an the north side of this river

S Turkey Greck, ean by Bl Wilisms of Kenbucky, who murr
dughter of George Wishingtan, chicf of the Coddo Indlins.

Fram this mnch we went north ¢ F X n by D
Jones, where we tzaded a lame harse for a asch of ﬂaur S Mah\lny
also had o ranch just sbove the atage ranch on Ford Oree
rent et 1o Calnl ek o 16 Wactst. Toas wr the ovry it rovn
Tenas used by the trail drivers at thot. time,

incidant that hmppsned on the Chisholm tral, south
of Creck, erans be of inkeret o you, Two cowboys
e et ahea O i b 3 ot o s Boapkfo b eae
wiarming bet wore segan ither of thean, v hurl

Theie: sowheys Were what were kuomn a8 pointers — one Tiding on
the ol of the erd, sad one on cre right This motming when they
Tesched o hidh divide paering theouah o proiie dog town,

o e o Gl ohile ey 1o Lhe Savd P et thim o
i brotn. A b an o7 T érogn wont by ey Jored uu.. g und
fited, Goth of thom falling from their horses dead. Same of Lhe bays
S atvormsrde i 1 Souidad o i anly ome sot e somr ek, Both
7 them wens buried o oaz.grave on the wagi ids of the Chidholm iral
A lew years age, 1 wat in the vicinity of Rush Greek nnd wend ogt lo
s 11 T ot ot Grn groves and | Toun  phac | pelove 0 be
prairie dog tawn but the gravas had bien caraplotely abliternted by the
[ s :.w  then. There b o

ussticn in my mind us o the lacatian of im fryil og this was.
wail and | deave it For many years, P T eould go o
e Mlnd akdcd,
1 hope thia Information will be ol some henafit o you.

Sincercly yours,
. F. Caleord



