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THE GOLDEN AGE (F BLOOMFIELD ACADEMY
[N THE CHICKASAW NATION

By Frene B. Mitcheli ond lda Belle Reaken

BloomBeld Academy was the work of missionaries who
came into the Chickasaw District of Indian Temitocy. The
schaol developed from on ordirary boatding schacl for
Chickasaw girls to & Finishing schoal of the first ordet and
way sometimes calied the “Bryn Mawr of the West.” During
the Golden Age tn the history of Bloomfield the gils who
gmdusted enjoyed a meagure of prestige wartanted by the
standards that had been established and maintained for many
yenrs. The schon! was founded by the Reverend John H. Carr
in 1862 and its fame grew because of the desire thal the
Chickasaw pecple provide exeellent schools for their thildran
and the devotion of the missionaries who came to serve them.

When the missionaries came into the Chickasaw District
shortly altet the removal of the Indians had been completed
they [aund a wonderfully tch country. This was like a
promised land to the missionaries who believed that here in
the bosom of the earth lay untold riches; but for them the
greater wealth was in the lives of the Indiens among whom
they bad chosen to wezk. To the Indians this new land was
like a trackless wildsmess for here there were no homes, oo
schools, no churches, no cultivated Gelds, and no one to
teach their children,*

A petition from the Chickasew Indions wes pressnled Lo
the Seventh Indian Mission Conference at the Choctaw
Agency, Movember 7, 1850, by Revetend John H. Carr. This

*4 new dimension in higher sdusation sc OKlaboms College of
Liberal Aria was ochleved when Dr, lrene E. Mitcholl, Profossor of
Hittary and M, Ida Balle Renken, senler were braught. nta o collcogne
relationshlp by their shering hictorical research experlences in an

elohama Hiscory clas.

*Siduey He Baleoek und T ¥. Revee, Hisorg af Motindiam in O
feoma {Privately publlshed, 19353, Yk 1, 3. 3%, Tie Chars it
+1262 wilitioml findn for nappst of teuchen,
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was & request for = nei d school. At this
the Presicing Hlder appointed Reversnd John H. Carr a
superintendent and discussed a possible site for this school
whith was in the Iland Bayou region of the Chickasaw
country, now south of the present town of Durant.

For many years Reverend Carr had served 2s a missionary
and 2s a citewl nider for the Methodist Chureh. He was
asigned Lo superintand the construction of & Chickasaw
Indian Mission school. The name of this school was chosen in
a most unique way, When asked by the school trustes, M.
Jackson Kemp, where t0 address his mail while at school,
Reverend Carr gazed on every smde of him at the prairie
flowers in prolific growth and gorgeouws bloom end said
“BloomEeld™ *

Reverend dohn H. Carr went East in the summer of 1852
for the purpose of selecting teachers to help him conduct this
school, He engaged Miss Angelina Hosmer, of Bedford,
Massachusetts, whom he married in June of that year and
Miss Susan Jane Johnson of Stockbridge, Massachusatts. Miss
Angelina Hasmer had had previous experience as a missionary
among the Choctaws. 4

When they seached Bloomfield in the fall of 1852 the
building wes not completed. An experienced carpenter,
Reverend Car assisted in completing the structure. At first &
neighborhoad school was conducted for both hoys and girls
but soan Bloomfield became u boarding school for girls.

indies Fowser Ntmy, Vusemin, Colleton (Guilamn, Hsascl
Saviuty}, Ho. 700, pi 335, Tu
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During the years prior to the Civil War Bloomfield, like
the other miseion schools, was on the industrial order plan
The gitk chowed progress in music, needlework, and
homemaking as well as acndemic studies. No doubt the
vesponsibility for the splendid records of accomplishment

me because of the infuence of the missionary teachers,
They wire able to wansplant their Jove of wisdam in such
manner a3 t0 endow their pupils not only with a keen
awareness of rightzous living, but also with the desire to
learn. These teachers, for the most przt young women bug
vecently graduated, created a cultured environment for the
Indian children and infuenced the social tone of the entire
communlLy.

Throughout the Civil War Bloomfield served as a
neighborbood school but the building was used as a drug
dispenzary end a hospital for the Chickasaw Battalion, When
the War ended the Ohickasaw Nation adopted 2 new
constitution August 16, 1887, which specifically stated
quality education should be pravided for their young people.
A number of eduicatom dicected the alfaim of Bloamfield,
from 1867 to 1876 including Captain Frederick Young, Dr.
and Mre. H. F. Murray, and Mr. Robert Cole.

An issue of the Choctaw newspoper, The Vindicator,
published at- New Boggy, Indian Temilory, on June 14, 1873,
contained a school Teport to the editor which said in peci:
“Bend all sur children to schools that could be carried on in a
marner that would refiect honor on the Nation, besides
tonfetring a lasting good upon the rising generation... and in
their belief we ask the help and support of every sober
thinking mind of our country. Let us inaugurate schools that
will elevate our children to an equal footing with our white
brethren....”

On Cctober 8, 1676, Governor B. F. Qverton signed an
act establishing a fernnle seminary at Bloomifield Academy
under the contract . The f Chickasaw
Schools and the Nauunnl School Board consisting of three
members agreed: “The Canbract shall not be made but with
those of the highest motal chavactsr, or Christian standing,
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with practical and successful experience in teaching end
managing @ Ersbciass boarding school.”* The  first
contractors to opetate the academy were Mz, J, B Wharton,
Mr. Robert L. Boyd, and Mr. Douglas H. Johnstan.

During this pariod of raconstruction, Governor Banfamia
C. Burney, in 1879, expressed his concem for sducation of
the Chickasaw youth. He said, “Education is the lever by
which our people are to be maised to u mental level with our
surroundings. . . " ¥ Traly the next two decades were the
Golden Age of Bloomfiald.

The history of the Chickasaw educational system
extended throughout the Nation until their youths possessed
2 cultural and educational background that excelled in the
Indian Teeritory. In every part of the state of Oklahama one
sess evidence of this training and the contribution made by
the girls who atlended Bloomfield Academy. The
descendants of these gis of Bloomfield have recsived n
cultural heritage that is of intrinsic, assthetic value coupled
with a religious fervor that will be forever & blessing to them.

A discovery of unprinted mateiel concetring Blaowmfield
Academy in 1304 reveals education at this Indian institute
for Chickasaw girls was more modern than today, A cultursl
environment was areated which continued to influence the
sacial Lane in Oklahoma, Bloomfield Acadery was » highly
selective school and ohly the best scholars atiended. The girls
excelled in all the performing arts, Dedicated teachers and an
excellent stafl helped the girls become a part of a unique
culture which hes permeatsd the warp and the woof of
Okdshoma’s suleure eoday.

One such young lady was Helen Birdie Smith, a member
of the grduating class at Bloomiield Acadery in 1304.

“Comolitutian, Treatine axd Laws of e Chickassw Nution, {Aloks,
I, 1680), p. 58,

"ok Bartiy Measres, “Govaenge Benadn Frimidin Ostran wod
Gavernor Benjamin Bumey, >  Ghronicles af Okighoma, TVI, Juno, 1938, 1
27,
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Birdie Smith was bam February 15, 1884 neaz Tishomingo,
Indian Teritory, and died November 18, 1970 at Chickasha,
OMlahoma. She wes the daughter of Woodford T. Smith and
Syrena Cheadie Smith. Her father, Woodford T. Smith was
Superintendent. of Colling Ingtituts for & pumber of years.

The Smith family was indeed proud of Birdie who was
selected to sttend Blonmfield Aendemy at the tum of the
century. From the very beginning the Chickssaw legislators
were most exacking in setting up the standards For BloomUield
Acadetny. The girls selected for this schasl were between the
2ges of nine and eighteen and each [amily was allowed only
one daughter to attend at a time and for no longer than a
fveyear period. The standards prescribed for entrance
included: the ability to read well in the McGuffey’s Fifth
Rexder, spelt well, and read the New Festament, and be of
good moral character, *

Birdie Smith made progress at Bloomiield in her
academic studies, in performing e arts, and learning the
social graces. She and the other students 2t Bloomiield
Academy were progressing in the wsual manner characteristic
of 3 g’ boarding school. Although the scholastic
requiremzats were strictly adhered, the students had many
carefree hours both outdaars and within the school buildings.

This leisure time found many of the girls riding horseback
down lanes shaded by inumerable ires or through the
mendow that skirted the placid lake on the eastem edge of
the Bloomfield farm. Sometimes the gits found the
forbicden pleasures most alluring and for tha infingement of
school regulstions pumichment wes meted out. Such an
incident was related by an employes of the school as
follovs:?

I worked at Blsom(ield far bwo years Wh(:l it was Jocated near Old

Tesnp. Preightod sapplics trom Dennlson, brake horses for the Firls to
ride, cared fo7 the cattle and hogs bolomging to the Academy, and

“The Indian Chaugion, Atoko, 1, T, Any 24, 1nda,

*Indion Pivacer History, ¥ols 07, Mo, 871, p. 338
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gas H, Johnsien was the suporintendent, Evecy
s.r,uni-y e 2l it pnnmpll went 1o L Dlhlm ’l'he (irll Btackad the
Banches |n the auditarium and ware Lo ba whipped
Dot they Tan oIt 1 s celd and ane Yok sorey and Fitehed o
2 Leam and tosk them home.

The acidemy maintained striet diseipline but the girls
weze allowed an unusual amount of freedom in goveming
themselves. Birdie was a leader ot only in het dass but had
the respect of the entire student body. She gave a “Talk to
the Girls” that expressed her leelings about dating:

You must alw:yl be thinking aboul what you are dmnl wl\m
young men are L You mm mind how you thiow out you
boqusts =nd coses md et u wal] find youmelt like minnows in
mruddy v L4 the'cusiest thimg, oh Bt wesld fo 36me Shadt
10 tRURK They edn eonrt you. Christendam can't ksep them from
chinking because your body is in their presence that your heart ia there
also,

You ma

Jouog Jady of Ere period, Bt you mu el be
whislers over the edge of o r..umy fen, SF they gy h you napping.
Tirst thing you ey labaled with thelr lmage. In
fust, courtehp e ot B T o ek ool e bt
icits

the rasied gork, bobling up uid do

gh

SncieIpatians, that Yol Wil S & memnt i up & besuttol SInny

PE] of the'desp. ‘and Jo! vou sving out one af the uglics, mosty

lacked, yhrenp-narraitve mansiers 20 seention, o pe g in Wi Son
and will never let locse tll it thut

Keep Tour eves opan bt it won't da ta frust (oo murh sppoarsmecs
soune un colls =t yaur Pa's, whese business yo can very
ens, spme cold Suturdny cvening, ahd laoks Io the face somethiog
T o s fellowa under the bugey
sent Lo ee if there s ot & Serapin shape aotile there wit ing in

:

upon it you will have
w docs and you'll nwv.r '(IIII‘ whul sort of cenditien

‘e vt 9ot omfily 4 ic. | over

irack of domestic expendimres. I say e et a1 yond i

nround Capelookout sgsin you'll find he i acinelly fied 1o his

marmma's spran striigs and gues whining (o her for adyice.

“au i wnreons Vo, riblaun, or 1he T, worly ol e lund to heep oy
T —
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All 35 not gofd that glitbers elther. That butteryly looking that

grusizs ot In's socely oo polibhed s o lootin glus, dhiies from
.  other ide be s pulsct guu:k silrar, e is @

dousesti caterpillr, 8 made magdy, exne ke
home. There s snother kind of dlsssse qmm puzzlesome aunm.m-s
lnown as econlzarines: some ol sohetities be
jewel, a goud jpub, If it wasn't for that,.. . Such accasions Tapifiod
anticlpation for fattars ana firts eonfinually bagging =t your heart
strings with lhznr slekle formalitles. They wen't do eithar. Thk,
b peseen ik of 3 dote of coutar ok precty sl A1k bt it
Very soisthint Lo Luke. Couriaiug, Nuctery, Diftgdlon, snd jealonsy maks
qulte & cautios compound. rd e soung oy, et snalvzes ther
without bei with either ingredient. it indead & very experl

In the eady 1900°s the curriculum at Bloomfield was
equal to the course of study ofiered in present day junior
ocolleges and the girls were allowed to seleat their pourses
from a variety of subjects, such as logic, chemistry,
astronomy, botany, typing, art, eloeution, and music.®
During the heyday of Bloomfield, the girls who graduated
from the Academy held diplomas which were sulficient proof
of their ability to teach school within the Chickasaw Nation
without the usual teachers' examinations. The school was
vonsidered the cultural institution in the southem part of
Indian Temitory. This came about largely through the
progressive methods used in the leaching of music and
At the Louisiana Purchase Exposition neld in St.
n 1804, the [ndian Territory Euhibit received very
favorable comments and a3 prize was awarded to the art
department. of Bloomfield

The requirements for gradustion were nigid. The girie
entolled at Bloomfield Seminary were requirad to take
written and oral fimal examinations in all the subjects. Many
weeks wels spent in teviewing and preparing for public
eXercises during which the parents and friends weare allowed

o inireige with M. i Cibol Descoport, I
M Duve the gruddacgtter ar J

Deveams Dongion 11 Aawsiony Chles 48 e Chres
delwston Timily aml ntponloel Bhoaifisld
culent of the AipnT. A cOUKR o
aternor D, H. Jakmmton van Alce: Hoarol, 4 &
s the graclous Fi

Wit . Auerag




420 The Chronickes of Oklahoma

1 guesion the students and asist in conducting the
examinations. In later yeas ab Bloomfield, this public
examination was replaced by the more traditional graduation
servicen and each membet of lhe griduating cliss was
vequired to write an ofiginal essay and deliver this paper at
the comthencement exereises, This prerequisite to graduation
was an integral part of the exercises taking the form of
entertainment similar to the valedictory and sslutatory
addresses of today. The girls of the graduating class of the
early 1900's selected & costume that appesred to be the
standwd apparel for @ number of classes. They were full,
wide gored skirts of black serge that were ankle length
revealing only # small portian of the black high buttoned
shoes that were in vogue. The gradusting saiors were fashion
plates oflaveliness in their long sleeved, elaborately tucked
shirtwaists of white lawn styled with high collars iimmed
with bards of bluck dbbon for certain gala neasions. Highly
decarative belts were warm by the girls.” When they went as 2
goup on shopping trips or visits to other schogls in Indian
Termitory they were required Lo wem black mortarboard
acaderaic caps with the initisle, “B. B (Bloomfield
Blossoms) embroidered i bright yellow. In preparation for
the formal graduation teremony, the senior girls of the clrgy
of 1904, wlected white Japanese sk material for thei
graduution dresses. Ths girls designed and made by hand their
ankle length, identical dresses.” They also memorized
musical 1o be during

program. The mest { ion for the

exercises was the writing of their esays. The class of six
senior girls included Lucy Yaung, Jane Newberry, Charlotte
Golorth, Myrtle Conner, Ramona Bynum, and Birdie $mith
who wrote their essays on subjects ranging from History of
Indizn Temitory to world peace. Birdie Smith wes
valedictorian of her class and received the Masters of
Dramatic degree. Her graduation speech was ai follows:

*An Sntervlew with Jn. Waxne Tenbtton, Dkln. Defaber 10, 1931

Interions with M. Biskie Swith Bufker, 821 oulh siehth Bin
(:lln:hldv\. Oklah 9, & teluie o er 1m0 w {
tiiau of Ter denth "1, 1078, nppm 1 Tie Chickosha Daity
Expecar, Clrlckushi,
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All the good rings o the arth first bad their birth in the fancy of
some idealiat. And in #pite af the Mot that saveral of the great nations
of the wodd are etll sngnged in sirife, the voice af Dropheey preelsims
tnnl the wa of pence s qurs to cante. ¥2 have socn mong the most
advanced md progre: the sprth o growing Landency 1o
sabmit their mqmm U6 arbitcation. And istoud o1 beiag aMEitious o
excel ot anit, ki) -mnl and educitional mprtmuy
e el o il bt At the R, As
pence finds oot and Bourithes In esch individuzl soul the possin]
ashes botw mare remote

seeks to injura him i sure
£ vichfing the grest i of peace and HHAGRID:

o and mote soder the Influence of the One Law
and g -.p aor i vidual ives more and more flly o e [nflaencs, we
ot e o inweasts ol one i pouad up wit o ood of
T Wholy, Educpiion i the s of hie is o grent praniaLes a¢
e jen muk be taught the onenéts of al lite lndthllme
truism muat be aroused i ther. They must be shown thal the
oot of Ged 1nd the vrothorkocd of man s comothing more
than & fismre of speceh. That It bas  scientific l'u\mdwllvn and ik going
f2 bosame an reraiiy upom this st Toe et and 150w tinet
7 menon e ariamay slene i it grbscivation. TL A8 he wlragess i
Spizitual wniaidment he e that the 14w of the unirass ¥ peoee =

n in proportion as the nations af the carth come i live ut peage
m;h owch offier and b0 teplece jealouty ond sirife with true helolulness

permaeney. Eof harmony in al il fores 1 temporal i e pedce ..-1
farmony are eternal. With univan
Th

oal
et antarprises moy, 7 oo carrivd fecword o
s reallzed.
with _which

ine md, nol, in Mnedy
or nuests, but In the blessings which they
2l e, b RG o perpatual pease.

Deur yaranta, it Is Uhrongh youe agency and Inducement st we
the claa of 1804, hwon conched this iy, 2 day i il be £
vz, Mind taa

part,
mambar each athet kindly and iy to moke ui¢ of the great |

have lesrnied, Now, to gl Farewtll! Purcwall to SloamBeld, th pride o1

all truc Bloom old Blossame!

Graduntion was considered a great accasion and so
event in the Chickasaw Nation. All the prominent Chickasaws
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IRDIE SMITH
GRADUATLE OF NLOOVFIELD ACADEMY
1904
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were present for these graduation festivities. An interesting
musical and literary progrm was presented to the family and
Iriends of the gradustes. Thursday was devotad to graduation
exervises and to entertaining the guests. The gitls wete long
remembered for their excellent performances. Music and
dzame at Bloomfield Arademy were a part of the oulture and

indirectly as had a place in Gklahoma. This cultural heritage
among the Chickssaws received from the gradustes of
ield left its impress in the state of Oklshoma An
the Denison Semi-Weekly Herald described the
@adustion ot Bloomfield Seminary in June, 1904, 9
Outstanding among the graduates of Bloomfisld was Birdie
Smmith, a gracious lady who loved beauty, gained wisdom, and
shared the understanding of her Indian culture.

* Edwin C. Mclleguoldy, Obfahoma A fifctury of the Smomes Stato,
Gabseruy of Oldabans Prus, In. g petlte Srom Hl Soniona

y Derald i June, 1H4, ARG oo L
Slovtion, o ypenaiz o o oui of s wel
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AFPENDIX
{From The Scmi-tbeekly Denison Herald, June, 1204}
Soason s Ended

Closing exsvises of Bloomtield Semindry were held lact Thursday.
Aehoat Made Geod Record

Attendunce was not lerge om utcount of ralns but the propram tendersd

by the pupils wos very dlaborats. — Games &nd Darbecu.

The closing exercises of the Bloomfizld Seminuzy for the ceaion of
1908 and 1904 wazs hold Thursdey and the faeulty have just sause for
by the entint

prids in the showing made not orly by the graduates bu e o
g of ol The rains and bad candition af the public reads
caused a [alling off n atiendance ot the closing exerclses. About six

ndied visits ¢ which iz less than hali the usosl

attendance. The guests waze from all partions of (he Teceitory.

“The program (his seasam was even mare |m¢mung than in former yeurs

and these I!Jm braved tha elements ws well repaid for their trouble.

Precoding the execties of Thumday an mumun' tausleal and Lverery

program ws renderad on Wadnesday g for the sntertainmant of

mc parents of studens ond gther vmtors who had come far
istanee.

Thursday the entirs day was glven o the anteruainment of the guests
wnd the Drogram for the commencument xetcises.

An interesing featare of dhe moming's program was a conbent beixveen
o toums of lndian club swingers, mbers of oach slub wore
halves of comtbes of yollaw und black nhhwm znd al the close of the
conter. the vietars wete given the eclors of the appocing team and were
devorated with the [ull rosstte which they had won afier & close and
spirited contest. Miss Sophin Frye, of Ardmore, way the eaptain of the
Black sibhon cliss whick won the ctory. The yellow ribbon clas wus
capiaiged by M Curie Youns o e judgen of the eanteat
. Wedrmnd, W, . Fom, and ., doasom

Duriag the imoming ceceas the two baskeliall Leums gave an inicosting
exhibition of buibetball which wa highly spprecioted by the
spactators. The game war plsysd on the wminary cumpus, The
womginder of (he MOMING hous Wire Taken up Wik restitiooe,
rendings, and contests,

The gradualing cluss umbered sx tidics. Missss Famona

Bynuwm, Myrtle Conner, Jane N.whmy, " sttt Gntnnh Luey

Young, snd Birdie Smith,

The toom in which the sxerclies were held wes prettily desatatod with
eluss eolars of pink and white and the class flower 2 White vt wes

much in evidence.

The exercites for the altemoon cammenced with an invocation by Rev.
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C. A. Burris delivered In the Chicknne Inngusge. Rlov. Burtis s oae of

gteuolﬂu I Chickdsaws and is considered the srbor of the Chickssaw
ko,

The progrum randered by the graduates and sRdents was ax followa:

Chiorus, "Summer Fancies,” Matra Glas Club.

Salutatory, “The Davelopraent of the Indian Tomitory.

Luocy Young

Oreheatrn, " Zacateeas,” — Cordinna.
Tassy, “Helen Kellor." Jane Newberry.
‘Len Amas Stesbbog ~ Carrie Love, Neta
ung, Muiwss. dofineon, Sudie Dushai, Cuey White,
Bifle Arche

race o, Ml Wice, Jennie
Connly, Rowena Burks, Eddle Turbull, Elsie Reynolds, Larens

mm, “The Lotas Beters.” Tennysen — Pantornined by claa: reading

by Carcie ¥oung.,
Orchestre, "March Eding," Wisgand.

Chorua, *'A Natural Gpell.” Brisow Gles Jlub.

Fiano (18 hands), “Le Promicre Danseuse,” Zeterbal — Myrie
Gioninr, Sopivi Frye, Vara Burker coeil Burrss, Lara Thommzsoe, Minoie
Gacd, Fannic Kemp, Ramona

Essey, “A Bough Surfsce, Polished, Ghines Forth in Brillency.” —
Myrilc Conner,

Cnorus, “Marn Rise,” Caebulla
$alo (6 plance], “Invitation to + Dance.” Wabsr (op. 65), — Charlatis
Golerth, Lucy Yount, Birdi Smith, Lucectin Harris, Rennie Colbert,
Eatny, ““History Making of the Presont Age." Ramons Bynur,

Duet, {4 pianos), “durs Bugs” Holst, Lillic Sacen, Dyisy Herris, Tin
White, Ruth Kiskey, Zula Wollenburger, Jesle MceGeshee, Lema
Hiew

Blee Club

Tharagmon, Atbic
Orehestrn, “Valne Ninette,” Bosce,

Pisno (quartetic), “Grand March,” Mallonhaupl, Charlotte Goforth,
Lucy Young, Bisdie Smith, Luevetia Haii

Valedictory, “Peace on Earth " — Birdic Smith,
Craguating Ods, “Dear Giaters New Adies,
Hunlars

Ayres - Soniors and
Pretentition of Cartificnten ond Diplomas,
Creheatra composed of twenty-Bve siringed instruments.

Exery numbser on the program was rendored with that axcellonce which
is oty altalned after conacientious srudy and careful taining.
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Gosat orudlt I8 dus the fuouley for the encellonce dimplaged by tne

swdent and thos who witnewsed Uic deslng exerches were Joud i

e e o e gl aiicieney disployad in- i Qupnrinanie, Th

fiouliy for the seign wws composcd of Bl Bl 3. Hinchaw
: ¢,

Mingas Mica Mullins, Zenohin
Statts, Ruth T. Hubbard, deparkmant teachs
M. ¥. Cheadie, of Tlshamis eadant of public instruction of
e oo addess in -fmh scearded the

the gemenal tome tabllshed and

e whion e siadonts bees Riloow Aot

oaly during doelr schoct dsve ut in afces s,

At noon Thundey an creollsnt barbecuc and Tunchron wms furnished
the gueats threugh the generosity of Brafassar Hindhaw. The day was
ecable

af the ) lorary
and arc deparcments will fnd & place at the Bt Louls Falr whete the
sehool #lready had an wxcellent sehibit.



