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QUAIL HUNTING: BiG BUSINESS IN EARLY QKLAHOMA
By Lonaie E. Underkill and Daniel F, Littlefistd, Jr

The common bobwhite quail, the Colinus Virglnlatus,
appears in the history of the Oklshoma end the Indisn
territories much like the passenger pigeon, the wild turkey,
and the prairie chicken, as a staple in the diet of the Indian
and the whits settlar. Tt was not long, howaver, until the
demand for the bobwhite wes not restricted o local
comstimption, and his tasty Nech soon became known Lo the
Americans Bving in the East. Mest packing companies sent
their hunters into the Territory and began taking thousands
of the birds which wers shipped to variows points and
prepared for eastern markets. At first they did the hunting
themselves, and later as business grew and the demand for the
delicacy became greater, settlers in the Indian Territiry were
offered witcactive fees bo bring qual te designated points
where company reptesentatives would purchase them. It is
Ironic that one of the earlisst refersnces to quall in the
territonial newspapers was an advertisement in the Cherokee
Advacete on Januzcy 18, 1879, whereby one Charles
Fredericks of Bracklyn, New York, offered "o buy Hve quail
in large numbers to be delivered Lo express company at
railway depol.”® Fortunately, the bobwhites plight in
OKlahoma was nol like thel of the passenger pigeon, which
beenme extinet, of like that of the wild turkey, which
became all but extinct in Oklahoma. He somehow held his
own despite the heavy demwand placed oh hlm by his
predators and hunters.

Piuneers in the teritories Teported habits of the quail
they found  habits which seem strange ta us today The
quail were said to have been numerous and almost as gentle
as domestie chickens are today It was no task at oll for an
early seltler to have quail to eat most of the time.? When
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tarmers fed their chickens and cattle, they often had to run
quail away from the feed teoughs.d These birds were often
considered pests that ate grain cops planted by the eatly
settter. After a crop was harvested and stored in a ham, guail
would fly in large Mocks to the bam to feed in the evenings,
and if & fgrmer had a shotgun, he could easily toke a dozen to
his kitchen for his nexl meal.* And so the story goes.

The gueil were distribuled generally throughaul the
state.S Interviews with pioneers consistently reflect the same
general idea about the quail’s numbers, ‘‘Game was abundant
in those early days, sspecially quail. We never thought they
would become scarce.” Reports were similer from sll over
the [ndian Temitory Quail were found in large quantities in
the Cherakes Malion, the Chaolzw Nation, the Osage Nation,
the Cheyenne and Arapaho country, the Chickasaw Nelion,
and Caddo, Kiows snd Comanche lands, They were ko
numerous in the Okluhama lands.® In shorl, quail were in the
Territories by the thousands, and had it not been for such
great quantities of game in those early teritorial days, many
of the selttlers would never have survived bacause money and
supplies were hard o cbisin. Surveyors who platied the
country depended on wild game and quail for all of their
mezt. The birds were nol zfraid of  gun and would not fly
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unless one of the men walked too close to them. Eatly
seldiers dspended upon quail and other wild game, too. Hogs
and chickens were often unavailable to early setflers.
comipelling them to depend on guail and prairie chickens, a
good substitute for domestic fowls.” With quail nesting in
settlers’ front yards and feeding with their chickens, they
5000 became an important addition to the families larders.
In fact, the demand for quail as food for the citizent of the
Tertitaries never ceascd

Hod the demands for the queil ended wilh the needs of
the citizens of the Temitories, the history of the quail in early
OKlaboma would have been a simple story But such was not
the case. The quail became enother animsl resource of the
pew lend that wes ebsed and quickly reduced in numbers.
That abusz wss one of the many llls that the mailoads
brought to the lend. Fortunately, milraads were late in
coming to the Indian Territory. The Missouri, Kansss, and
Texas Railrond wos built across the Temritory in 187172, and
the Atlantic and Pacific junctioned with it at Vinita in 1872
I wis aeatly o deeade and & hall before any more tailway
lines were to enter the Temitory " The new railrosds
provided tepid Lransportation of goods to the North and
East. Among the products shipped out of the Territories was
fresh game, including the quail.

By the 1860’ abuse of the quail and its shipment out of
the Territories o castem markets became the concem
af the population. The Temitories by this time had become
well-known es game reserves, attracting hunting parties from
several states. Every year the hunters came with betler
weapans and, better dogs, until the killing of quail and other
game was made easy. They came and shat the guail by the
hundreds, merely for the sport of kiling, and caumercinl
hunters came and shot or captured the quail by the thousands
Loz shipment, to enstern marksts. And there wes waste. Reports

T indian-Pioneer r History, Vol, XXIL, p. 158; Vel CVIIL p. §7and
Val, LXVI, p. 255,
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began appeating in newspapers that bunters were killing harge
numbers of animals and letting them rot where they
dropped. ?

The capture of large quantities of quail is difficult far the
modern hunier to imagine. He knows that when he walks,
unsuspectingly, upon a covey of quail or fushes & covey after
his dog hes firmly set them, his heart cises inte bis throat for
severel seconds, The covey will Likely be 3 small one, and
zach a me the birds Mush differently, testing the hunter's skill
@ him an experience difficult 1o describe. So, when
wr]y day bunters spoke of the quail being gentle as domestic
fowls and of capturing them in nets, modem hunters have
difficulty in comprehending such matlers. Agsin, it was
perbaps the newspapers that spurced the inlerest in natting or
Leapping quail. Ote joumalist, for instance, published & short
article in 1B33 Lo the effsct that partics with  net had
caught over 200 fullgrown quail without any apparent
thinning of the ranks.

There were several ways in which quail wezs netted, First,
the quail were geatle and vould be driven into areas where
nets had been stretehed on the ground, ready to be sprung.
They were caught in this way by the thousands, cleaned, and
packed in banels for shipment to the Eest 11 Second, after
the nets had been set, someone who was skilled in whistling
like the quail could call great aumbers of them into the area
where netters would gently capture them 32 An interview
with Robert Meigs in 1937 gives a third method of netting
quail.13 According to Mr. Meigs, the coveys of quail were
very numerous, and two hunters could prepare a nel suitabte
for eatehing great numbers of the birds. Huntérs would walk
or ride horses back and forth across a field until a covey was.

® The tndien Jarnal (Muskogee), August 14, 1884, p. 4.
10 Thie Cheyeune Teansporier, Oetabes 28, 1833, p, 1.
13 1y
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12 1hid,, Vol. LI, p. 330,
13 [bid, Val. LV1, pp. LO8-108,



Quail Hi Big Husivess in tarty Odaboma 219

spolted. After the bimds were located, the hunters would
reireat, ciccle around them, and get. in front af the covey and
stretch their enclosed nets in a V" with sides of twenty feet,
the opett end of the “V™ towards the covey After the net
was set, the two men went back 1o their original positions
and began making slight hoises, whistling, stapping their legs,
ar tapping two slicks together The covey would begin to
move awmy Irom the hunters, who by movements of their
owm could control the direction of the cavey and could drive
the birds towards the pets.

There were times, however, said Mr. Meigs, when the
bieds would halt and weuld not move for several minutes at a
time During these waits, the netters stopped their movement
and waited patiently for the birds to resume their movement.
Attzmpts to hurry them usvally resulted in their taking
Night. Concequently, the nattets remained at some distance
rom them, continuing Lo whistle or rap sticks, and at length
the leading quail would start forward again, followed in single
file by the remainder of the fock. Onee the birds started
again, they tarely would stop until they were inside the net.
Usually, a smaller net wes placed inside the larger one in
which the quail would be secured. An eatire covey could be
trapped ezsily in this manner Often, more than one hundred
quail were caught in ane setting ol the nets. One hundred
twenty birds were caught on one occasion by two men in the
Fark Hill vicinity, according to Mr Meigs. Once eaptured, the
birds wers then taken from the net and placed in coops and
small mevahle pens where they soon lost their shyness and
ate the same grain that was fed to domestic fowls. Mr Meigs
recalled instances in which bwo coveys of quail wers caught
at the same time when a covey being directed toward the net
ran onto & second couey in front of them; the secand covey
Tell into the singde-file column and went along with Lhe fics.

, netters when @
goadsmzd covey of birds suddenly took Right at the
entrance of the net, Thus, netters preferred cadm and not
extremely cold weather. or. belter still, quist and cloudy
days with deizzle since the birds wers not as inclined to fiy
then as they were under other conditions. As populstion
increased amd more frearms were used in quail bunting, the
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birds decreased in numbers. They became s wild that they
seldom could be netted.

Besides nets, other trapping devicas were several types of
still traps in which a triggering device would support a box or
coop. The quail would kip the machanism and trap
themselves, Oflen a trap such as this would yield from one to
three dozen birds & day.'* Eluaters wha captured live quail
kepl. them alive until o shipment was on hand, and al that
time they either boxad the birds in live boxes or clezned
them snd placed them in barrels af brine and shipped them
to 8t. Latis and other nerthern cities for further shipment to
the Enst. Deessing birds [or market usually Included removing
the entrails, head, feathers, and feet. To keep the quail from
spoiling, each day’s kill was kept in separate barrels of brine.
Each cleaned bird was placed breast-down in the barrel so
that after the Nesh had became stilf and firm and the bird
was ready for shipment. the bird wowd have a fresh
appearance and bring a better price on the market, 15

Prices for quail varied from time ta time, but the
following accounis given by people who knew the business
will give the reader some idea of the profits which were made
hunting quail and of the places where the game was
marketed. Men such as L. W. Allam made their livings solely
from the sale of game. Between 1883 and 1894 Altum and
two other men Waveled through the Temitory fom
Ohlahome City west to the Texas line, killing a varisty of
game, which, in the summer menths, was picked up daily by
& game buyer from New York City The game was ived and
shipped 10 the cast. [n the winter months, these men did not
sell game under contract, as a rule, buk rather they hauled
their game to Canadian, Texas, and later Waynoke. Since
market was usually a two daye’ journey by wagon, the
hunters usually had a full load when they went to market,
Game prices varied, but an average price included two dallars

U ibi, an LXVIL 3. 38, Far discussions oru‘m Lypex of lrape,
a0e alao Gl X, p. 105, 2nd Val, LXI, p, 13

" fbich, Vol. CVL 3. 93100
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for @ smell deer, four dollam for a large buek, fifteen cents
aplece for praitie chickens, and a dallar and half for a dozen
quail. ¥ A man hamed Thad Slaught sold quail for a dollar
per dozen, whieh carncd him as high s sixty dollars per
mouth during the fall and winter. He claimed that many of
the settiers in the Oklahoma Territory made more from
selling game than fram any other occupation.!l L. A
Crabiree killed queil with @ shotgun and sold them at a
market in Guansh, Texas, for seventy-five cents per dozen.
Robert Kittrell sold his game to markets in Fort Smith ar
traded it for merchandise. Henty M. Juhnson nelled quail
and sold them each Saturday, live, ta buyets in Pauls Valley

W Morton seld fowl to buyers who tack them Lo Kansas
City, one of the msjot gathe matkets thete was that of the
Beggs Brothers. A man named Sherrill sold his game at
Denison, Texas.?® Clint $mith eamed as high as $2.50 par
dozen for quail which he shipped to Kansss City J. T
Sheppard bought quail in Purcell and shipped entire tin car
loads at a time. J. T Coleman sold quail for $2.50 per dazen
to a man named McBroom who bought for the Gray Produce
Company in Chickasha, The Gray Produce would in tem
resell to eastern markets for $6.00 per dozen. At various
times in the Comanche Country quail sold for $3.00 per
@ozen, in the Gulhrie area markets for §2.50 per dozen, and
in the Chickusaw Natitm far seventy-five centa pet dowen.L?

Thousand upon thowsands of quail, along with other
game, were shipped annually from the Indian and OKlahora
Tarritories, from the coming of the railzonds until statehond.
Al no Hme was such fraific b game lega, but the
governments ol the Temitories seemed powerless to stop it,

19

id, Val, X1, g. 305,
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LRX, o s, Yk, ALYV, pn 255 Kanan City isked s o markel
Tor eiime In The o Soo Ewmocemts Dovrmbor 1, 1853, 5. 2
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however hard they might ty No sooner had the railzoads
come than the iribes of lhe Indian Temitory fourd it
ecessary to protect their game fom hunters fiom the
United States. For instance. in 1875 laws were passed
forbidding non-citizens to hunt in the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Mations. However, renters of land, and immigrant
labarers in the Chortaw Nation could hunt Ear [oad bul
could ot hunt & a business. The Nalioal Council of the
Cherokee Nation passed a similar act on December §, 1877,
which became law ninety days later 20

The Uhited States also had Jaws protecting the game in
the Indian Territory Section 2137, page 373, of the Revised
Stattres zead that, ““Every parson other than an Indian who
within the limits of any tribe with whom the United States
has any existing treaties hunts or Leaps of takes and destroys
any peltties or game, except [or subsistence in the Indian
Country shall forfeit all the traps, guns, and, smmunition i
his possession, wsed or procwied Lo be vsed for that purpose,
and all peltries so taken, and shall be liable in addition to a
penalty of §500." 2"

Despite such laws a thess, the hunters became more
numerous, Some were granted permils by the Indizns to hunt
for pleasure, but most were poachew. The former often
abused the privileges granled them by the Indian: while the
latter despoiled the land for profit. I the 1880'% the problem
became erilical. On August 14, 1884, Agent John Q. Tufts of
the Union Agency published the Federal statute above and
then requested the officials of the Indian Territary to arrest
all sporismen found violaling the act and asked that the
Indians cooperate with him toward enforcing it. Parties who
acted reasonably would not be molested, he said, but snyone
wha persisted in the ways that had been reported would vay
the full penalty of the law be had just cited.

20 The Viediestor (Atoks), Movomber 24, 1375, p. i and
Decembsr 6, LBTS, p. 4. Sse also, The Ghoroked Advocare, Apmi 13,
74,

2 'nmn..'.‘.:n;o..ml (Muskosee), August 14, 1684, p. 4.
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Measures to enforce the unnecessary killing of quail and
other game had been enacted, it then became necessary to
enact @ lnw aganst the shipping of game beyond the limits of
the Indisn Tertitory In 1BB5 the Cherokee Nation wrote an
act a5 follows, “‘Be it enacted by the National Council that it
shall be unlawful for any citizen of the Nation to ship or
transport. in sny manor (sic] beyond the limits of the
Cherokee Natinn for the purpose of trade or eommerce any
game either dead or alive such a6 deer, quail o prairie
chickens and dusks of to sel] the same to any non-itizen
inside the Cherokee Nation.” Violators guilty of the
wisdemeanor ware subject to fine of not less than $200 for
every offense or imprisonment in the National Prison for not
less thant ohe year if in default of payment. The district
sheriffs were then authorized to seize any nen<itizen,
together with hit atms, ammbnition, wid means of
transportation and to dellver him to the United Slates Agent
for his remmval of o btum him over te the United States
marshal to be deait with.® One newspaper claimed that this
act Tesulted from the “'relentless slaughter™ of game, chiefly
by non-citizens. It also stated that a principal objective of the
law was to reducs the numbez of prairie fires that had been
set purposely or by accident by the hunters. For this reason,
the aot was hearily supported by nearly all of the
cattlemen.2%

Evidently, not much intersst was taken in the low, for
notices ware run in the newspapers, reminding the cilizens
that the killing of game was against the law 24 There wes a
lack of strict enforcement of the law, which was not explicit
in its wording, becawse local district sheriffs ofien were
puzzled == to what they were legally suthorized to enforce, A

22 Jndlan Arehives Divison, tuhoms  HinLorse: ey,
Choralkes W Cattle s Ganne (’l‘ahlzqn.h), an Aet oo Frerend (5
Shipping of Gnme Beyond the Limils of the Chorokee Mation,
Novemaber 25, 1085" ee ulsa Mir Cherokee Advocate, Detettibor 4,
TEBS, p. 2 and {he Muskogee fudiatt fowmia, Decembet 17, 1085, 3.

“11-.- Indien Jourmal (Mushogee), December 3, 1885,
24 Tite Cherakoe Advocate, Februaty 6, 1685, B 1,
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letter from the Guingsnake District Sheriff in 1887 clearly
demanstrates the questions brought shout by the messures to
check the daughter of game. The lelter ctates. 2%

Tor myself and my nabors, { writs Lo you in rogard Lo pemaliE for

tho Uriled States, T eotte i This Country amd cutch Figens
thie same 1o New Yark or Boslon. L have Tettors
from 4 o § of thes men siating that thay sre coming hers (o ootk
plgons snd Qualls b ship Baxl Soms of thes men have got prvdraes
hers who gets prmils fo and gitrs want e o et them permits
to Trap or Net in the Nn ian, l‘hz Cluk n[
pﬂ-m:u For B or 3y

il Sapies and ik e can
citizens, Thes men come heee ot pennils
catsh alf the Figans Thay can, kill ul the Deer Tu
sn and sen the same Bast, The Dept Sheelll of this
w ask you, il vou can or will, girs the Clerk some instructian on the
matter of permits, far United Stales citizens b come in here and hunt
flsh trap and Net,

The above letter makes it clear that the Indians were
mote interssted in preventing the United States citizans from
hunting in the Temitory than they were in stopping the
slaughter and sale of the game.

The story was much the same in the Oklzhoma Territory
The “Unassigned OXlahoma Lands” were opened to white
settlement on April 22, IB89 The settlers found game
plentiful, and it was not long until the slaughtsr commenced.
Some seven months alter settlement, the following story ran
in The Norman Transcript:®

gama ore now ifloat in Cklthem, A Frisea
have killed 00 quisl sn Saturday und Sundny yd,
_ There are millions of the Jittle birds here, bul the erop

quails <ome right inta town of an swomnt, It soems as
sught L8 it gt to dic aul.i

A story @s innocent as those was interpreted in the
following manner: “There are millions of guail in the

Z¥Indian Arehives Divibe eiely,
mmm wild Catile m.d Came (T-hl.q.m),wmlm Ve, zul toD.
shyhead, Seplomber 33, 1887

"’mr Hormam Transcrips, Movember 30, 1682, p. &,
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Terrilory One man killed 388 in three days’ hunting. They
even come into town in the evening.'’ Such stories most
likely hid the opposite of their intended effect and did their
share in attracting hunters and game buyers from ouiside the
Temitory

There were attempts to control the slaughter of game in
the Oklahoma Territory. In 1889, reparts of the military’s
walching for viclators of the game ordinances tirculated from
the Oklaboma City znd Fort Reno vicinity ¥ Later, in the
carly 1880 laws were modified to ude certain dates
when hunting quail would be legal and within sesson. Legal
hunting wouwd take place between September 1 and
December 31 of each year, and zny person who had (llegal
game in his possession was subject to a fine of from five to
fitty dollars for each offenss.® An 1893 editorial in The
Norman Transcript demonslrates the support offered by
others. =

eall he attontion of the farmers of Cloveland County o the
ot thok on o ey of the hiech bog et Thet oveny ovtmee
ooghh 16 s i buch > Protact the quadle ot o shek g, THe Gouiy

the rmm Pt up wariees on your farme ferhdaing the

place and you i) we your furms and reords rom

by web warme and buge and en thousand other pesta
that Rt your (il and geain ¢rops, C. MeKey,

The efforts of the law and the few bird lovers did not,
however, stop the datigheer and sale of quail in the Oklaboma
Territory just as they had not in the Indian Temitory In
1894, reports from the Perkine srea, appesring in two
Territorial newspapers, stated that “Quail are so plentiful in
the temilory surounding Perking that they have become a
drug upon Lhe market relling for thirty-Nive to fifty cents o

57 Mnid,, December 21, 1888, 5, 1,
8 Myid,, August 4, 1891, p. 4,
3 thid, September 15, 1833, p. L.
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dozen."®1t is remarkable that such a report as this could be
made alter five years of unrestricted hunting in the Termitory

Early in 1895, The Termitorial Legislsture moved to stop
the killing of game A bill was introduced in February and
passed in March The law provided it @

unlawlul for &ny pemon (a wound, Kill, snare or tap,
marner witin he Sarlory any dei, barle dos, fx ntel
pririe chickens, sy grouse, wren, quail, wild {rkey, i
sveallos, turkey buzzard, ur sny inseetivorous birds or 1o
same wilb any ntent, vz the same In pocsersion, tu\pl.l! mn
T Tl o oot pusl aodl g barkey et dhe 15 sy o
October and 15 duy of Fobruary of the following year.

The Law zlso provided that no one could kill or have
paseession of any wild turkeys. quail, plover. or dove for any
purpose except for his own private use ss [ood. Only days
aller its passage. arrests were made under the new law. A
Rock Iand tmain wss stopped near Chickasha and the
discovery made that one car eontained about 5.000 live quail
in bransit Lo St. Lavis [rom the Chickasaw Country Wardens
broke open the boxes containing Lhe live bivds and allowed
them to escape. For a while, the meadows and fields in that
area were “Iaitly swarmed” with birds.

A few months later, a pecond law was passed making ita
misdemeanor, punishable by & fine of not more than §100, to
kill = quail, prairie chicken, ox wild terkey in the Oklshoma
Tetritary before November 1 To add incentive to the
enforcement of the law, i} wan provided that half the fine
would go to the informant and half to the counly in which
the arrest was made. Said one optimistic newsman, *“This new
law will have the effect of replinishing (sic) our game reserves
and prevent their enlive extermination.™ 32

A year later there was still no apparent diminishing of the

3 The Edmond Sun- Dcmneml November 8, 1884, p. 6; The Eaple
Gusetie, Noveraber 16, 1884, 1.

N The Edmond Snn—Demucml February 15, 1895, p. 1: b,
Morch 79, 1895, p. 1, gnd Apr 5, 9. 1.

32 iyid,, Sepiember B, 1835, p 2
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illegal traffic in the wild game. In late October of 1896, the
Guthrie authorities found sixty cases of quail in cold storags,
but-they could find ne one who claimed them. 32 And a week
later came this story - “There will be tzouble in Oklzshoms if
the bunlers don't desist. from kiling and shipping game out
of the territory Her citizens are indignant. over this matter
and will prosecute anyone caught viclating the game laws.” 34
Nevertheless, the next spring, it was reported that numbers of
plovers, meadow larks, and turtle doves were being killed
during nesting season.

Despite the endless killing of them the quail semained in
numbers in the Oklahoma Territory ln 1599, the Temitorial
Legislsture tevised the statutes cancerning game and fish,
increasing the amount of the fines that could be essessed.
Sl hunters persisted, eausing one bitter newsman Lo write,
“It is not lawful at present (o kill quail in Cldzhoma unless
they hagpen 1o be hydrophatie quall when & hunter fad a
eight Lo kill them in self protection.”

Despite the law, tons of game were shipped fiom the
Territory each week. Same of the newspspers took up the
problem in an attempt to rally the public. Some writets
became perbaps overzealous: “In one year not a turkey will
gobhle, Bor & deer raise his entlers, not 2 chicken cackle, nor
a quail sing and whistle for its mate throughout these forests
of Oklzhoma. if the hunters are to continue scandalous and
murderous robbery of our game.” 20

The hunter Had another goad year in the Qhlahoma
Terilory in 1899. In late Novembes, the territorial game
warden, Whit M. Grant, arrected the loc] agent. of the Armor
Packing Company of Kansss City for unlawfully shipping

83 Yhe I} Remo Newr, Ockober 30, 1896, . 4.

 The Jd»mnd Sun-Dewocrat, November B, 1396, 2. 4; and
pkmbu:rs 1995,

e ﬂ'(”Rclw News, November 13, 1408, p. 2, Sae The Edmond
Stu-Deomgerat, Wovershas 13 1895, 5. 4: ardl Debober 19, 19,01
Mg see ibid., Jlll!‘ 28, 2899, p. 1, and “Octaber 20, 1B53, p.

38 e Normen Transeript, November 16, 1893, 2. 1,
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quail out of the Temitory The agent had loaded some 5000
birds sbowrd 3 railzosd car He evlered 2 plen of guilly and
was fined $50 and costs. A week laler one newspaper carried
2 1eport that “great quantities” of Guail had been shipped out
of the Territory during November, packed in cases marked
“dressed chickens.” When the season clased st the end of
January, 1900, the hunters counted it a successful season, 37

Meanwhile, the Indian Territory had also heen overzun
with hunters, the laws of the Indian nations or the
administration. of the laws [ailing to prevent it. In 1898, tha
Chickasaw and Choclaw Nations revised their game laws, 3
But they were of no avail. Two years later, = news jtem
carried this rather barved statement. “Feathersd game is
quite plentiful in the Chickaszw Nation just now So are the
hunters.” %

The prablem was not restricted o the nations of the
Civilized Tribes. Late in 1898 Major A, E. Wocdson, Acting
Indian Agent at Darlington, published an open letter to
hunters on the Indian lands under the Darlington Agency He
remindad them that the U5, Revised Statutes, Section 2137
prohibited hunting on such lands under penalty of farfeiting
all guns, ammunition, and equipment, plus a fine of $500.
Section 2147 gave the Indian zgents the authority to remove
all violators of the law by use of military force if necessary
His letter concludes. ““The practice of hunting on such lands
that has become so common, Tesulting in the tearing down of
fencss, the starting of praifie fires and sometimes loss of
stock belonging to the Indians, calls for the sirict
enforcement of these statutes at the bands of the Indian
agents.”

7 The Edmond Sun-Democrar, December 1, 1699, p. 2: December
7, 1898, p. 2 and February 6, 1500, p. 6. Also, see The Ef Reno News,
Novembar 30, 1393, p. 6.

9T Hertnessey Clipper, October 22, 1856, p, 1,

#8:7ho EI Reno News, September 16, 1898, p. 6.
¥The Kivgfisher Froe Press, Decamber 6, 1698, p. 1.
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The agents did send out orders to the Indian police and
the U 5, Marshals to arrest any hunters they found. In 1889
the U S Agent J Blair Shoenfelt issued orders from Union
Agency to the Indizn police to seize all the guns, traps,
on, pells, and game of all thase Deaple found
hunting in viclation of the law and to impound them in the
custody of the Indian agents. He informed the hunters that a
ling of $500 was t0 be imposed upen the vielators, 41

As allotment meved closer to a reality, the tribml
governments hevame weaker, and mare respansibility for
administration of the law fell to the agents. Shoenfelt worked
steadily st the prevention af the destruction of game. He
ordered the arrest ol hunters and the confiscation of their
equipment il they did not oblain hunting permits through his
office, and during the year of 1901 he dhrected an alloyt
effort Lo stop the huntars.s¢ Many newspapers, both in and
out of the Temitory, supported him. Bul Shoenfelt’s force
was “entirely inadequate” 16 patrol the Territory, and many
officials were charged with ‘‘winking® et violations of the
law

Hunters from Texes overran the Chickasaw and Choctaw
Nations, and threughout the Territory hunting continued
with litle restriction, In late 1901, Captain J. W Ells, chief
of the Ingian police, captured 433 quail at South MeAlster.
They were in an sxpress company, consigned to a Chicago
firm. In March of 1902, the held Depul.y Marzhal at Purcell
was ordered to confiscste all quail or other game in the
posstrsion of local denlers, This was not @ welcome gvent to
the game Qealers of Purcell, one of the main points from
which gatne was chinped to other patls of the courntry The
city did an annuzl businese of §40,000 in game. 49

' The Vinita dndian Chicfiain, January 4, 1895, p. 1; The
ngfrllrr?'mf‘rwz. Hovember 23, 1995, b, 6,

42 The Cherokee Advacate, Jmuuary 5, 1901, p, 1. The Muskoges
tivering Tmes, Dutober 8, T, Ghotaer 14, 1507 p. B ot
Octaber 21, 180, p. 3 The Vimita (.v»mfnam. Detober 15, 1801, p. 3.

g0 Tire Mutkopee Lvering Tines, January 8. 1901, p. 5 May
a0, p, 2 June 3, 1801, p, 2; Ociober 7, 1901, p, 2; and Detober 12,
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In 1902 reports showed that 200,000 quail were shipped
oot of the Terdtory duriag the 1901 hunting sesson. And
from this time until after stalehoed, the commercial hunting
of quail continued. Oecasional confiscations yielded two or
more barrels of quail, and in 1905 a eonfiscation of 1,000
quail was made at Enid. If conviction for the shipment during
a closed season were obtained, the offender could have had
fines imposed at a Tate of $25 per bird, of a total of $25,000,
The birds in Chicage would have brought only $500. Early in
1906 it was reported that “a number of quail” had been
shipped out of the Choctaw Nation and that a U S, Marshal
had confiscated at Chickasha 70O live equails consigned to
Wichita, And in December, 1906, at Okeene afficials
confiscated what was considered the largest shipment of
contraband quail ever held up in the Temritory The wame
hlled an entite caz on the KBock Island Railway Packed in egg
cases were an estimated 20,000 birds. The game had been
shipped by the Okesne Produce Company and consigned to
Goin and Company of Chicago as & shipment of “dressed”
paultry snd eggs. The shipper was one Paris Ruperi whe had
been artected on the same charge at other Limes. He had, in
tact, paid nearly 2,000 in fines the year before. "t Rupert
wis to figure prominently later in a signilicant court case
regarding Oklshoma game laws. An interesting sidelight on
this story is that during the time the shipment was in a cold
storage plant in Enid, where game warden Eugene Watrous
had stored the one hundred filky five cases of confiscatad
quail, the watchman he hired removed about Eve hundred
birds and then di Although this ion was @
record, the record did nat have long to skand, 4%
1901, p. 2; October B, 1901, p. 1; and October 19,1um 13 L, April 2n
]9Ul> P % Scplember 2B, l?Dl B2 90
Detsher 4, 1801, p. 2 The Chrarohes Aduacate, Oatober % 150
The Stiltuater Adience, Decamber 19, 1901, p. 8. The Indian fowrval

(Enfavla}, March 7, 1902, 3. 2. mrumiaﬁo« Fyening Times, October
4, 1901, p. 1, s that the bunks at Boroel paid gpt $41,003 for le

quail e
4 e D.ﬂy Oklakioiart, Septembor 13, xsnz. B 2; Tise Headlight

(Sayre), Macch 2, 1905, p. 3, The Mushaopes Democraly dnmuary 11,

1908, . 6, and Fabruwy 12, 1956, p. 4. The Mucho

Times.Bemperot, Decembar 1, 1906, 5. 2: The Mungurm Star, Dacem]
8, 1908, p_ 1.

B The Mangutn Star, Decariber 15, 1906, p. 1
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On January 8, 1908, Deputy State Game Wardens
confiscated 7,600 quail at Clinton, arresting F L. Lyon of
Chicaga who had been aperaling in the area since 1906, The
Wardens had confiscated sote 20,000 birds during the
preceding thirty days. And then on Januery 21, the sheriff at
Enid found 20,000 quail packed in egg cases at the Rock
Tsland depot. They were billed out o Chicago, but. there was
no shipper’s name iven. Some of the quail were distributed
ameng the poor and the rest sold in Enid and Oklahoma
City

Since railzoads served & the primary mode of
transporting the shipments of quail, live quall were often
confiscatad en zoute in a rather unusual way Law officers
would obtain @ good bitd dog and wait at the railway stations
for trains to arrive. When the train stopped, the dog would be
allowed to scent the express cars, On one oceasion, three
thousand birds were heing shipped fom Okeene to a
commission house in Chicago. Expeeting such a shipment,
officers put a dog on board the train, where he immediately
went on “point,” indicaling the presence of quail. Six barrels
of dressed Lurkeys were near the doar, and the quail were
packed in egg cases in a refrigeratar car. OF course, since quail
bunting was such a big business, shippers tried all menner of
smuggling the game out of the Territoriss, including shipping
them in coffins. Usually, the officers with dogs could stop
such shipments i they hed any suspicion that such shipments
were about 1o take place. *”

It was some thirty years alter the fizst game legislation
was pasied in the Territories that the Oklahoma taw
forbidding ¢he shipment of slaughtered wild game out of the
slate was upheld by the United States Circuit Court of
Appeals. [n & decision ab §t. Louis, the Court affirmed the
conviction of Pacis Rupert, convicted on four counts of

e Muskogee TiensDumocrat, anusry 8, 1908, p. 5 end
Jnnlnry 21, 1908, p, &.

$TBugene Wotraus, indian bomeer itory, Vol, LISCY: p. 138
(Walzous was &n early game Warden i the Oldshema Teritary). frid.,
Ve, XV1, p, 120,
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shipping 12,000 quail from Blaine County, Oklahoma, o
Chicage in 1905 and fined him $100 on each count. The case
was a celebraled one and had much greater importance than
the amount of the fine invalved. It was generally understaod
that broker=s and ¢ommission men handling such commedities
joined in the fight in order to get a settlement of the question
invalved. the right of a slate to interfere with the interslate
tommerce to the extent of refusing to allow game to be
shipped out of the Temitory. The Court of Appeals
concluded in the Rupert. cpse- 15
Lerrtory of Oklshoma had the suthority o provide
ermn-n 18 thcd, that wld garve auch ug quar, o ol e & smppzd
ot of the e even though the farme was Killed during the open
of Conprem & wnlid where in it is dicloreg that the
hipint out o he Lertitery it
canatlautes & crime onder the netional
of uch ccimes, congress had the auth
D plainly marked perean by & casual
Inapeeion ol knae (e caniente of the pasgn

to provide that all auch

This case reflected the changd in attitude toward gamse
laws which had begun with statehood. With statehood had
come more effective legislation. A State Game and Fish
Warden's office was established, but it was hampered during
its fimt few years by n small budget. Laws were passed
requirng hunting licenses or permits which could be
putchesed from the colnty cletks ar the state game and fish
warden. In 1912 The Oklahoma state laws were bolslered by
u federal law, the McLean Act, which became effestive on
Octaber 1, fter which il tock “precedence over all state laws
foz the protection of game." 40

Fortunately, the State of Gllahoma Tnally had adeguate
Iaws and effective enforcement for protestion of quail and
sthar game birds. Perhaps mote forunate for the quail was
bis size and feeding habils. As his mnks thinned and he
became wary, he was bunted with the gun. His speed and size
made him = difficult, tanget. Because of his feeding hebits, he

8% Duily Oklahoman, April 14, 1810, 5, 20,

49 Vinita Wookly Chicftain, Auguit 14, 1301, p, & The Indian
Joumnal (Eofaula), Bepiember 18, 1914, . 5.
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was able (o live alongside of man as the latter [ollowed his
agricultural pursuits, and the little bird could survive on the
seeds of the domestie grasses that replaced the wild ones,
Unlike the pessenger pigean, he did nat depend on the great
forests (pacticularly the beech forests) for mass. When the
farests wers gone, the quail, unlike the passenger pigeon, did
not brcome extinet, Meither did e need the deep renches of
the forest for cover 2 did the wild torkey, which became
neerly extingt, Nevertheless, the quail in Oklshomg history
accupies the same unfortunate position 33 the pigecn, the
turkey. and other geme @ part ol the earth’s bounty abused
by thoughtless, and very aften greedy, men.




