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NOTES AND POCUMENTS
Hurone oF "D Schoor DisTwicr, Guenokes Srs

Notes on the history end some reminiscences on 4D
ool Diskrict in the “Cherokea Strip” have hoen confriboted
B Chronicles by Mra. Eerrol Ellia Butta of Covington, DRla-
R : ol

on into the Qutlet in 1883, and later served scveral ferms in
f Tertitorlel Logialature. He waa a prominent leader in Gar-
fild County throughout hia lifetime, and as a member of
Conplitutions] Convention, Ellia County, Oklahoms, was named
Tor bim. He wan elected and served an a member of the First
Sata Leginlature of the State.! In her lester acrompanying her
manascript, Mre, Butts says that the “4+-I" School was in the
sulheastern corner of Garfield County, on ber fathar's home
sieed, a litile over a mile east of old Elgin poat clfice. The name
“40r was the cattla brund used by the John Ford Ranch in
this vicinity of tha Cherckee Outlet before the Run in 18331
For mare than twenty yeary the former pupils of the schoal have
held en annual reunion, and have erected (1965) 3 large granite
marker on the sita of the schoolbouse in memory of the ol
“&-T¥* School, B histary of which fallows here:

"¢-D" ScuooL DoraicT

Enszx Hurons o
Sometime in the spring of 1834 after the opaning of the
Chervkoe Stein settlamant, n schoe] meeting wlu'hzld at the home
of a renident; probably the home of L D. Gron home
Pan ot of the Largent, hoace, The Groorn famaly was gives 1o
hospitalicy and civie enterptlse.
(Grocters mambers were chosen e [ollows: A, H, Elli, L. D.
Won. Hinvon {a chil war veteran). A discuasion fol-
b'!dn- the type of achoo] house to be built. 1t was voled 1o
I a frame building (scme districts built sod b
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yeara ald to 17 years of age. The taxts. studied were: MeGurfey,
Bpelling Book, McGufleys Readers, Rayes Arithmstic, Bames
Hislory and Bames Geography.

The school statied with Oscor Helton an teacher. He wg 1y
weas old. Ho boabded at the Millering home mesr by Ne
apring he resigned end Miss Mollie London finished out iy,
term.

The following {amilies were represented in the schog):
8 Grooms, 4 frem Baker, Klint Port, 3 Holingers; 1 Quinn, |
Davwson, Nellie Wood Millering (later Braithwait; ahe I:ved with
her Grandpsrents), 2 Sh)ppe"s 1 Allen, 4 Shaffers, 4 Dgni
3 Hinsons, 3 Ellis, 1 Doty, 2 Knopfels, 2 Millers CClydE and
Lilly}, 1 Capper, and 1 Wilson (a colored boy).

In this echool house were held religious services, lilerary
and community dinners.!

The second term was taught by Miss Marta Loyd whe
homesteaded a quarter aection of land one mile soulh and o
miles east of the school houre.!

Miss Marthe, Loyd later mamied George Esles and her
hnmmmd i row oocupied hy hor daughter and family, Esther
einksul. She rode a pony to school.
Tha neat taacher wes Florenca Dizon, a young woman fram
She bearded at the Groom's heme.
The Evangelial Church wes organized. A minisler frem
Orlande, Reverand Back, and laler a sz!mmi Smith pastored
here.

tery aasociation was formed by this Church. Eoumt
Marion gavo land lorated ome-halt mle west of the Qlmatesd
fam, To my knowledge, were only thre burials thews:
Elmar Haywsrd, the izst (rruL cwmer of the present Olnatesd
farm), 4 Siegel baby who died at the home of her Uncle Bill
Taylor thoecated one-half mile west of the school house},

an infant chitd of Erumett and Mary Miller.

Fam outataning eharnciors ba rcliglann ovrvicn were M How
Muran deove o Wit Sorr and btz '“n

o familin drave teanus and wagnma, i 843
i they careied 5 lamiepn ffied with .,..,. o vt
e s coin i rode orve ek The gs 1 o b
dien sl wore senide.

recils met of bér form wan the
roume rlte, Re s tnrs dire-of the wechers, Toda
e s Tt Ol mal 5 s puened Fotie o 30
eried ' ian named Basin Tht wifwe wus moved o rar Korweed
farm o miles 40 of Btr virs D revers] yturs, The preseot O
church and whoal ook thin name Trons the Post Office,
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‘Thers were Baptist meclings held ocrasionally and a Bap-
1 mmw held on a oreck some miles southeast of the achool
"" s The rames of the Gaptist pastors olficisting at difterent
u,,,_ ere the Reverends Lovitt snd Veach. Mr. Veach nhways
brought his bi family with him fron the Creseent City vieinity.

Sometime.ducing, the s veir, & sl sas moved on
{pe creck just west of the Qlmstead house on e north side of
e voad.

wood Lrees wece sawed into lumber and, in apite ol its tendency
o warp, was used by the seltlers for buildmg mal

About this lime a Past Office was sstablished with John
Pehimer 29 Foatmanter. 1t wag named for the Elgin family and
koorr 20 the Elgin Fost Dffice. It was. located on the eighty
uract diractly north of the present Olmatead farm. The
Hirenfamily Ted an the adjoining farm mat of the Eehimar
tmct. The Elgin family still owned the land at the time of this
wiiting. Mey, 1966,
According to the record I have mocess to, the, school districts
of Gartield Gonnty were reongenioed in 1897 This called fr the
moving of school houses nester the center of populatio

‘The “4D" school was put an house-moving, horse-drawn
lqmpmaﬂ., mowca s over the Elln Tine, and I on the Jobn
Robertson fama on the halbgsction Tine, No school wae held
that mr Grass grew tall around it and in lale winter John
Cowan, burning comstalka on the John Rebertson field, had the
mutnmne of letting the fire get away from him. 1t swept the
irie end, excepl for the bclp et toe men o the neighbarhood,
vosd have destroyed the chool house. Years later childran atart-
ing to schoal whare it was at lagt Jocaled on ihe west zide of
:.wug;.mbcm farm atmerved blnckened sections near the foum-

. W. Ridd was the first leacher hited a1 the nes location
{Ells farm, T20M, RAW). He buarded at the Behimer home.
He w4 a young man who was sincerely interested in the de
velopment of young minds and also n community activities.
Mth-wnmq he and his wite make their home at the Chris-
Yo Clrurch Home, Edmond, Oklahoma.

e
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With the redistricting, rew familiea wora added ang
families wete lost 10 Potier and Red Star districts. e

Ome cutstanding family that maved into the distriet o
tha John Dykeman family. He had 9 large femily ang geme
and perated 6 threshing machine. They lived in @ house bagy
an the John Tobértson farm. The Dykeman's had o duugy,
Maxine, who bacama Ihe grandmother of Dehibie Reynolds, i,
later married Eddie Fisher of T-V. fame.

In the sum 1902, Mattha Zeller tauph o wobocyip.
tion e o5 4D Sha rad 18 pupils enrolled and recaiveg
3100 o pupi e ey

“We read McGuileya Readers; ita leasons stressed: (1) Frov.
dential Wisdom; {2) Advised Accuracy in all thi Truth-
hllnm (4) Honesty; (5) Ubcdlence; (6) Hindness; (1) In.

try; (8) Thrift; (8) Freedom; and (10} Pateoitiam.

It would be interesting to follow the eareers of the children
who were products of “4D" School, Though our formal achos-
ing wes meager, sulfice to sy il produced an honomble ¢itlzen-
1¥. Some have remeined near the homeland and wme have
made homes in distant states.

“4-D" REWINBCENCES IN THE CHEROREE STRI

The first year wae marked by church being held in the
Behimer home. 1t wes a 3-1oom log house; the logs were heved
and stood perpandiculsr, krd peinted white.

I recall the angregation singing “Heulsh Land” with axh
Servor, T was certain we had reached it when we reached Okir
hore.

The next dav, a freckled fced litlta gifl would stand on
the highast hill on our farm, taka off hor sunbonnet and &g
“T'va reached the land of corn nnd wine,

And all ita riches now are mine”

Lnumfinunmnmuamm,m.dmwu.ewmmwﬂ‘?ﬂ
16 drowming of Mrs. McFect.and her children in Skeleton Croel.
Mra McFeet drove her leam snd springwagon inlo the Mo‘ﬂh
<creck where no rain had fallen. A heavy rein hed fallen 09
of jt, and ehe waa retuming from the home of a relative.

‘The creek was searchad for three days before findinf bt
family; the drowned team was found the nace day. Neigh®
bad gathered on the bank, hoping to find the bodiea e
Mea werking in the Gelds heard a woman's voice break
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_ﬂ “What a friend we have in Jesus"" Others joined in the
even the men in the fields, Ae related by my father, the
freng "'H. Ells, who was one of the men werkiog 11 the hear-

by Meld.
fn about the year 1396, the Daniels family with seven chil-
dren, 5l their 160 acre farm (price 33003, Later it was the
xlmr Cooper farm, and uncle of Dr, Angie Debo, writer, who
Jivee in Marshall, Oklahoma,

‘Tha Daniels femily moved to “Old Oklahoma,” where they

ing winter lor
Tllinois where he wes maised, On the train same of them fell iil,
and while weiling in Union Station in 8t. Louia they broke aut
with the emall pox. They were. ail taken to tha Past house, where
Mm. Daniels and one of the boys, Ray, died. The Caroner and
Marsh, the seventeen vear old boy. dul the graves in the hard
#rozen ground and buried them; zious and deadly was
the disense, no services were hglrl N'ellle the oldest daughter,
wrote back lo the Wm. Hingon family some menths later, telling
of the bagedy.

My lirst trip to Gutbric was when [ was twelve years old
icki gnd § went with her father, L. D, Groom. and Stella Me-
Bride, the other daughter who had n buby, R L We went in
the farm wagon and forded Skelston Creek norih of Guthrie.
Therm was no bridge.

Oh, the rese trees bloomed in July in Guthriet [ have since
lamed they were pink end white Hese of Sharons.

My fimt trip o Enid wag in 1904 where 1 saw my firat
‘aulomobile. The Frisco Rlllwny had come through in 1303. We
bourded the train at Haywnrd,

Anna Barren w-s an oumndw teacher in the lives of

us. One morning ahe came, found the lock on the door
h-u um broken, a war fira burning in the stove. She knew &
samp hldsp!nl the night there. O the blackboard
ere writlen these lin
“Acrose thc fields of long-ago
There sametimes comes to me—
A little lad with face aglow—
‘The boy 1 uaed o be.
"And yet he Jooks s hn.ingu
Once you have Jocked
I somwtimen think he xhll impe- o be
‘The man 1 might have been.™
mﬂnﬂn&nqthn(.luly and Memorial Day averyone fer and
went to Mazahall {just south of the county lins in Logan
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County). There was a Chil War velérana parade,

there wera seventy-two veterana who ware unitorms

ey of the Republic and formed thet organiation,” " o
Tn gur community we had two honeted clticg

in the Confederats iy, Mose Baker snd M. Mol ""‘“!w

In sarlier daya cf (he Cherokse. Sirp our homes
of sod, or were dugoul T gy

The Eflis hm:mmwttw‘woodloum-d Pt g
Walls were papered aver o aften with cean newopopen

In suthmet we often dw coversd-wagon trains of M.,,_
croming Lhe preirie going to visit ather tribes whers Hhey
their tribel derces.

—Ferrol Eflis Bt

Buamma oF SeavLomic DyeTruTe, Musmorss.
Serranmez 25, 1899

The following accaunt of [he burning of Spaulding Tnatitiz,
written by Ella Robineon um), is Zound in the Grant Foreman
Collectlon. “Spaulding Institute” Indian Archives Divieon,
Oklahoma Mistorical Society:
Seauiomic Tesmmure Destao¥ep Bv Fre

The well known institution. that had developed from = lile
school in the old “Rack Church on the comer of Cherokes end
Ohamulgen Avenue, mponsored by the Wathodist Episcopal Charch
South, was destroyed by fire September 25, 1899, The fire
diteovered In the bov's dumitory st 5:90 5 b curee

a8 being served in the dining mom. The dormitery being 4
frum building, the flames spread mpidly and were swon hemﬂ
comteal ol the fire dopartment, which wag nademiate o o
with the situation. Smoke was seen coming from the w"*w

windows, the alarm was saunded by T eileh engie I

of the main building vas oy
o st the b m.mm. ot v e

A the lown had nio water syelem and had wdzpﬂ'dw"s
he cisterns on the premises, and with anly & small 20
of firsmen, It w2 soan epparent that any effort o M0 L
buillings would be fulie and il attention was turned to

the personal effects of fhe teachers and pupils and 42
furniture as Dovaible.

o
A3 in always (he case, evervone loat all prestnce nﬁ mi “;,,
booka, chalirs, mirors, matleass, in fact, everything
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. was E1own o the ground. Lags curtains,
o R 8 e Sraekel actoss e ireet in the deat
e inoo were saved and fwo were loat, Quantitien of
%mn were taken to the W.CT 0 Building on € Street,

chers and pupils alikie were busy the next moming fry-
g 10 e und identify their belangings.

Tha firemen worked like heroes until the danger of falling
aalle eopelled them 1o leave the burning building.

The avigin of the e was unimown, but some halt hour
sefore the alarm was given, saveral emall boye (not pupila of
(o schioal) were seep playing in the gymmaniom which wea on
e firt fioar of the dotrnflory. Tt was supposed thay had been
snching and had carelessly thrown the malches awny.

The iotal Joas of the main building end dormitory was
$15,000; $2,000 on furnishings.

Seversl substantial improverents had recontly boon made
o the institution. Mr. H. B. Spaulding had given 35,000 1o the
fnd, A complete steam-henting syziem and an electric Eghting
talem bad been inatalled, of which the entire facully together
with the pupfls and Superintendent was duly proud. Muskogse
&2 not boast of many medemized busldings at that tme.

All reskdences within the praximity were in denger of the
fire beands blowing from the buming buflding.

The teachers and pupils, who were wild with encilement,
Dot knovwing where they were (o slecp Hat night, were luken
It the houses of friends all over towm. No matier how small
& house was, hospilality was offered ta Lhem.

Hevercnd €. M, Coppage. President of the scheal, was on
& business trip 10 St Louin at the time of the fire. He waa
modlficd of the dlasster and started home immediately.

A mesting of tha Board of Caniral wan calted early the
et Wlxmmg to formulate plang far ehe e\mlinunna: ul ms

‘ennessee, who also wag e “Bishop:

=Ella Robinsen
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A Lorren maod KoweTaH Mesion, 1850
An interesting Totler wrilten by Chatles g.mm
the clder boys atlending Kowels Mission in 1859, °"em
rates on the daily Hfc af this old schosl in the Crog oy ™0
Charles Barmett speake of himeall as a Croek, Hiough L. 50
the

histery. Bands of the Yuchi caie west st i i
the Wester Creeks or Mclntoeh Creehs in (he, o e
o the. Arkangan River before. the Tndien, el 50 T
Charles Bamett's letter follova here (Irom Croek Micelly.
Documents, in Tndian Archives, Oklahoma Historics) S
Oldahoma Gity):
Howetah Mission, March 5t 1339
My Desr young Iriunds

Hearing that you wished 1o hear something sbowt us Cresg
Intian s & ll he scholas, both of the by & e s

proveed 1o give you an acconnt of them — boing

Sebalars myeelt. ou wil very readily geme et it v g
om ot you; 11¢] wes Mr. W. 5. oberlaon wi Higseh me
sither your teacher avquaintance of yours He i oo
Seacher of the Tullvhassee schotas whidh achoal sormenced a
& boarding school on the Ist of March, congisting of thirly chil

Bammen Tl give s on aneher pice of paper e
tine has been or rathor i our present teacher. Revd J. Rom

sroater pert of thiz ferm & I myef have been unable ta [
achool for the Iagt twa or three woeks and do not expect ie

Gl next sesslon il we are spared to see Lhal time, n--snh,ﬁ
18 situsted a fow hundred yarda from the praitie & about 8 ™
or three quartem from the Arkangas River.

Moot of our counkry fe an enteneive prsile & e geenly
Live wl procue wood for our fires & for Lnke
build -mh S0 T Gogaes at thi place is mantly Tt f ctor,

oocount except on (e Rivers & some of the lurger stteal™
prairies & most of the wood lund I generlly undulating -
Tl scooumt of MRgmraieb Miorlos® by dugomian Lonmle o8 Fae
Mshed I n, L'lmnlek- of Giklchoma, XLV1, Ne. " (s umaler. ' ,,‘,..wI
d the ald cemeterr there hAvt b
Saclety for bistorical | unmmu :wm!
aigs wite la an the nouth ige of prement Comeln ba Wagamtr
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ounteins But litdle mounds hills & mlm Tn these
g 70,0 nrpﬂin! swolves have Gheir dens; th comparative-
PUTSII but are of greal snnovance tn the et
7l & chickera. Thaly)
e YL pring of the year
it it B are maid to be cross The

il
ST s in the suitimer are ralsing ot potaloss e bestdes

q

. In the winter time e men gener

_m‘,_. & camp cut in the woods il emy uuink I 1e time

® uﬂm home. Sometime they take iheir women with them and

pomctimem they let them atay al horae. The bays at achocl go

seserrl hunting on play days & some time the{y] kill some &
e time they do oot

When vacation comes on & the bayn go hame & the gifl
b ey ride sbout_en Meir Ponies either ta ballplays ot to
The Creck Indiane 2re divided into various fomms or

s sequel
Iﬂ\ellmﬂ when animated h ch a degree & being alsa en.
mped in athletic exercitcs bresk each others arm, rib or collar-
‘oce, bui whet Ia worse than all this, some are killed in the
cnleat,

Though T promised to give you the list of the acholar’s namea

o st peion of paper T Nl St 1 can an o write
therm. on this aa not 4o 1 proceed and these are they. viz — C.
Bament, rryman, Wedey Perryman, D. Perryman, Wm.
Md-\mh D. Steel, Jio. McKillop, Wm, Gregory, Jus. Gregory,
ed Lee, Robert Anderson, Henry Martyn, I, Portar. Thumr
h T, Rogers, D) Hodge, A Melnlosh. The st one mentioned
o oside at this place bt comes o school from a near
hﬂﬁwr of curs. Moat of the aaid buys arc nuile small wilh
Sesption of . B, J. P, W P. who are Inrge boy, You will
by mt the namey of the [ndividusls are not plmd According
Tieht o7 coagom of neriiority but jeat a6 they came to my
"Ml 2or mind, T will be sboul the éame way with the girle'
wu Anc fhem are their namea viz — L. Derrisaw K Ander-
o D. Tigér, N. Hardage, 8. Hardage, R. Miligrd,
“W M. T Cistman, M. A. Porter, M Les, 5 Vann, M.
L Sells, F. lepe'r The last one. mencioned is alwo
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what hich is mare than & poor
Bon. You il Qm:lmnmwbcmuvonm ....m' i P,
]hopcyouwﬂlmvcmybu!mmwynupre’%
Fiease wribe saon, some of you & ot e Yiom at legy
Is there going on and tell e about your schoal it Shat
how many scholara there re & who fhay are nhio yogr o= &
Teacher £x. all of which 1 would Like o her. 1 hope ma!
remembar Wb in your praysrs et we might bemm o el
ened & happy pecple. I therefore conclude by -N,w‘”‘
well.

“Your cincere & affectionnle friend
Charlea Rarnett,



