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CONFEDERATE INDIAN FORCES OUTSIDE OF
INDIAN TERRITORY

By LeRoy H. Fiacher and Jerry Cil®

Following the ma,]or defeat of the South at Pen Ridge in
Atkpnsas, Brigadier eral Albert Pike and his Confederate
tndian force ulﬂlglzd h-d( ...m Todien Temitory. Thay were
Hamayed an brooded cver e unfortunate
evenls of this blt&l! of Mardl St b 186'2 in which his ]lldlun
farces had been participants in pite spedific Confedera
Indien. tresties which provided for e anly in lndlan
Tarritory.

The Conredmw. zeolizing the st
of Joulian Tevcstory 1o 8 exuses had Aken igorons seps
1861 to annex the areat On March 5 of that yesr, Pike. 8 reai-
dent of Arkanoms, hed been appointed cormmissioner 1o fhe
Eiboe in Indian Trrory by the Confedersts govarntucnt,
& assigrment o nagutiate treaties of alliance with the
T e et ol ot circumatanees, he had
succtstully concluded permament treaties with the Five Civil-
Iz Tribey by Gctober 1. 1861 In each, the Conledecate Stater
to mave or use Indian coldiers “heyond the limits
e T country west of Arkansas without their camsent,™t
Under these treatiea & mumber of Confaderate Tndien unita

cperated. The Firet Cherokoe Hegiment of Mounled Volunteers
s lad by Colonsl Stand Watle, and the First Cherskee Regi-
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ma'l of Mounted Riflemen was commandad by Colemel Jahn
e loader of the irel Regument of Ghostew and. Chick:
O Mounted Rifles was Colonel Douglis H. Cooper; the
g,d‘,,rus.mmluumaam giment under the Jeadership
o Colonel Danicl N, Mclntoeh: and @ Seminole battalion wos
praded oy Major Johm Jumpor, principal Qief of e trke.
these unita mumbered ‘well over 5,000 men, and in-

rolved approximately 10000 before the war ended

_ Even before Indisn troop unils srere organised under pro-
of the Canfederate treaties, tre Tndiana had boen oporat-
g militarily inside the borders of Ksnass and Mizsouri. In
My of 1861 Brigndier Geners] Ben McCulloch of Texas had
boen directod to cngage . . . D srvioss of any of the Indian
ribes oCCUpYIng the Termilory." Ag a reaul, Jod B. Mayes, a
prominent Cherakee cattlemar, serving as the capinin of & com-
pany of Chovokee Tndians, follkowsd McCulloch to the Battle
5 Wilsorée Creek in southwest Missouri on August 10, 1851,
1n this Confederate victory the Indiang did Bitle .m] Tighting
exsept Jor simvghing on the friages o the bale, ol
thaugh it was reported later that some Northem
oen scalperd. Bhen Brigadier General Sterlng Prige, the com-
mander of the Confederats forces at Wilson's Creck, began ta
wforce more tigid discipline_ smong_his troops, the Cherokecs
drifted, back to Indian Territory.? White McCulloch was un-
with formance of the Indians &t Wilson's
Crﬂk he was highly pleased with the scoufing activily of Watie
wen in the summer of 1981 in southern Kanzaa end the
mrth-m renches of the Cherokee Nation. McCulloch requested
In Beptember of 1881 thot Walie and hig foree be athached fo
his command, describing him 4s @ “gallant man."

Although the amall Confederate Indian wnits of Mayes
od Watie served Vvlum.lrlly outside of Indian Territory, @
Mililary itustion sooh developed which urgently demanded
the support of all Confederale Indian fazces. In Fetruary of
1662 Brigadier Geners] Swmnel B. Curtis of fhe Federal farces
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puched Prics o of souttmestern Missauri &nd threatemed 1o
overrun norfhemn A forcea alone were ol sirony
enoush to deter Cur!m cuuplui with thin gmve military sib,,.
tion was the inability of Price and McCullech, the anly othe
impartant Confedernte general in the Wk, to coopera

dent Jefferson Davis nettled the problem of commend in. the
West by erealing the hmMmmpp: District & placing
Major Geners! Earl Van Dom in charge.

Yan Dom, who hed @ reputation as » Eghting general, im.
edintsly began preparetions for 8 countoffenalve againm
Curtin in southern Missouri. Curtis had halted his army
of Fon, Ridue, Arkamean, omi) won swaiting reinforcemenia. Vo
Dorn first issucd orders to McCulloch and Pike, the tommander

the Department of Indian Territory, on February 22 to i
him with their [nnm at Price's headquerlers in the
Mountuina south of Payetcelle, Then, finding that Durtio sms
awaiting reinforoements, Yan Dom immediately dispatched new
ardera to Pike on March 3 to march hie enlire fore, with =l
pesaible apeed, along the Cane Hil! Road and fall in hehind the
rest of the army at Fayetieville, SUll afrid that Pike would
not_reach bim in time, Van Dom sent carected ordem
to Pike on the evening of the ssme day, cammanding Pike to
alter his course to e direct 8 route @ possible and meet Prices
ammy ot Blm Sacings, ke mileo north of Fayetenilic on the
Bentonwille Road. In his need for hasts, Yan Dom ever
Giench arders by Wase, el N Mclmiach, s Drews 1o mint
along the toed frem Evansville b Fayeuevilles

Pike's troops were botally unprepared for combat, and only
through great. clfort and sacrifice were hin foroes able L0 raach
the batlle area on time, Hia men not only lacked training, but
were short of dothing, arme and ammunition because such mp-
plien had been diveried for usa smang other Confedorate forocs.
In addition, for an extended period hia troope had not been wd
and he lacked the adequate white troops which had beeht

promised to him to bolster bis Indian foroes. Ingtead of the
Freea regiments of white troops Pike considerad rdequate, he hud
exly ane squadran of Texans led by Captain Gtia G, Welch.”
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ormithstanding these difficdlen, und sontrary 1oty
!hpnla!wns and h_-s_ own belicls, Pihe responded to Van D

(mu;luww troopa at Cantanmant Davig, Iﬂﬂmd
acros the Aekangas River from Fart Gibson. 1
Io Park Il on The Wlinola River, where be paic Melntons
Creck wgiment and expected additional Choctaws nid Chic,
asawt from Fort Gfteon to overtake him. The Creeks’ demang
for money was apperently & ruso ta aveid fIghting outside of
Indion Territory; Opothleyehols, the leader of the Fedem
Crueks, had informed them that they sould be Torced 1o sere
beyond ita borders. The Choctawe and Chickasaws. on th
ather hand, were willing to fight outaide of Indian -rmm,,y
but influenced by merchants 1 whom they cwed Money, they
dernarded theie pay before they would fight. Pike then Toves
auickly with Welch's men only, having left the Choctiws, Chick
siwe, and Creeks behind, 1o Evansville. Arkanaas, on March 3
The next day Fike overlook Wati'a Charokee regiment al Cin-
cinnati, Arkansas, and on March § they caughl up with Drow's
Chervhee regiment at Onage Mills, Arhanzas. Later the same day,
Fike end his Lroops, congiating of 300 [ndians and 200 Texans,
met MeGulloch's division.'s

¥an Dom's army, cxtimaled at 16,000 men, halted at mtht
fall on the Beniorwille Rasd, snd Van Dom summoncd M
Culoch an Colonsl Jamws Molntosh o & conference. Tt ot
decided that & Manking mavemnent would ba wiser than & fronial
ataault. Curtin had pogitioned hall of bis four divisions direetly
acrom Telegraph Road, the main north-soulh artery betwen
hig army and Ven Dom's. The remaining twn divisions weré
located nesr the Liny villsge of Loetown, a mile and cne-hall
west of Telegraph Rasd. Vin Dom realized that Curtis wad i

winely choee an alternate roule. Hie strategy was to tade I
Detour, which bypessed Leetawn. and Pen Rids® ¥
the northwesl and joined Telegreph Road o G ear of Cort?’
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. ordered hin troops ta move out o the
u.im.‘i‘“ne‘é‘.l'," ¢ B:00 pm. on the aame evening, March
B"‘w ‘with Van Dom and his siafr, putled oot fist,
O et by M,,;‘,.k.p. with Pike and his Indians bringing up
toll o fanking movement mas slowed by the lack of &
h.ig.g zcros Little sugar Creek and by trees felled across the
e Unign {rtes on the Drevicus day. Price finally
e rou] wbout 6:00 am. on March 7 end pained e
Jen iy BeCulloch erd Foke 56 boind, 11.;,0 vere
il L et ra from Van
in i Pl hC s apune Loskorn, our ) snehal
milew b0 the Aoutheast

and Fike had marched pbout one_rile
,um“:}EEwMgﬁmug Detour, near the southwest fece of Pea
e they were find upon by a Federal battery of three guns,
e tnoops ©f cavalry. The Federaln were Joented
o gl prmirse, nbout 350 vards across, which ws bounded
ot vt by  fonced Fed and o the eas: By a idge, Dunse
ondetrontis aod timber were lomted in the rear of the battery.
Filo v, corict the brunt of e artillery attack, took
ves wehind il fonce Funring anile] to

froag: ing that artillery, only e
ey, ..;i"mm;”,}.dmmg hia cover, Pike ordered. his men
iy ey J%he boitery. Watics regment, dimounied,
20 Dre's egiment on bavsebagk 1ad tho avack. Tho Tnliara

foroen.

@ thres -
o Drew's men ware Killed and ane wes wourded in the charge
[ lot et thirty and farty doad Union soldiers armmd

'Dr“r‘s Tndiang jubil

& end milling aboith
hd lost e'fectwe conlrol of Im command. Four of the Union
alry Nomeq 1gy dend. and the others had bolted with the
iy, For m,,, rnsam Pike was unable Lo send the aptured
g“n-; 19 the rear, puiving Teither harness nor horses ko spare
le D.-" Ch.m.um were oocupiod with the caphired guns,
eoeonmio surrounding ares, He returmad in

hr minuten 1o i'\furm Pike that a second Federal batlery,
Trblemanted by jnfantry, was located b the front beyond 6
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skdet of undetbrush, Pike ordered the captured
atound in arder to fire on the Union forces, but
hig order wap distegarded. Dnion ehells soon fell inty g
of Drew's Indiens and scatiered them. An they fleq back .Z"f:
o they ad avin chatged rough, WK ware oo
Fike io dismount, Jead their harea 10 the reor, and take. s
Benind the s, From their advaniageona positiom, the G
keas coolly aweited & Fedral altack which fever maleriafur
Tnstead, the Unien lorces directed & two and one.half M,
rtillery and rifle barrege into the wooded Eren, At 1330 m'
wboul one hour alier the ehelling hed commenced, Confedoy:
cavalry formed to the Teft and fronl of the weadsd aeey o
cupied by the Indiana. Pike dispatched Drew's 500-man s
e o i rear of thin formaion, whire they tromed o
1 and then dismounted noar the other edse of the fimey.
M Getail handed by Sergeanl Major Getige Wl of
Walic's regiment took the batlery capturcd carlier ko the Woods
whete & guand of Cherokock wae Blaced over . This feal ves
aceomplished in spite of the hemyy Federal shelling, taoet of
which pasaed over the guard. Pinned down by the shelling, Pikes
Indians were useless for the est of the doy.i+

About 5:00 p.r. Pike rode pasl hia Jeft Mlank to check Ihe
ominous silence in that direction, end lsamncd of (he denths of
McCulloch and Jamea biclntooh. Fearing that hi left flank
had bean tumed, he withdrew his forces to a wooded ridge o
the Ieft and behind the open fisld which the Indiana bad pre-
viously charged aomes. The field command of all Confederais
in the Lastown srea had lallen upon. Pike's shoutdors wily
the deaths of McCulioch and McIntosh. Rumors of 8 Fedesal
nsanll indicated that 7.000 Union infantrymed were masiing to
tha Confederate lefl flank at Lastown. Even worse, Fike
-m. uncertain as io where the forces under hin command we
located, and he wae completely oul of contact with Van Dore- 1’3‘;
wigely dogided lo withdraw his forces mgain, by wey o
Betitotwille Detour and Telegraph Hoad, shd lead l?*'"m
Van Dorn. Watie's regiment way divided and positioned on (08
flanks of the withdrawing Confederute force, and Walie' bt %
dians ably cuvered the movament. Somehow, word of &e 50
wot reached Drew's men, and he mm.med n
woods on the battleficld after the reat of Plke'n toofl, o/
withdrawn. When Drew realized his position, he alse %3
end nat knguing where Pike had gone. moved to Corl SHF
the aupply base at the roar, e had some while troof
e, e
i

Jun Nm

: Ilc hawmy, "Hrigedier tivoeml Hiwd W
Fer, b Vb

el Sawrs, Mareh 1, 162, el Revards
Pp. ZHD-20Z.



Confederata Tadion Forcer Outeide of Indlan Toritery  26i

{LaZar B, Flacker an2 Jwery GH}
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the men under his command reuched Yan Dorn's beadquar,,
after darl1? Ll

Davn on the meming of March B revealed a shift in p,d,,“
end Confedorats troaps in the Leetoon sres. They had JD,H
{orces with the reat of theic respeclive armiee, which werg f
ing each ather serom Telegraph Roud near EIk Hom Tave
Pike's command then consisted only of Watie's First Cherahg
Meunted Volunteer Regiment and Welch' squsdran. Pile vg,
directed by Van Dorn to place w.uu men on two high m,m
located on the flanks of the Southern army. to obeerm: Fe
troop mavement and to warn Yun Dm—n sheuld a ﬂanlunx mn
Riuves be atlempted. It took Van Dom culy aboul twe houm
on the marning of March B to vealize that Curlie' men oould
ral be dislodred. Van Dorn could not have su 2 kemthy
Oifenaive bockume mont of i trdopm kad Bt Sithast (oo oy
bwo days and withaut water for one day. Adding to their physical
exhaustion wan fhe fact thet maat of the infantry had murched
sinty milea in three dava, The major cause of concern far Yan
Tom, hawever, was the lack of ammunition, which had been lefl

was then commenced. Watie requested an erder from Pike direct-
ing his removal from Pea Ridue. but when this feiled fo arrive.
Watle moved his men from the high ridge which he occupisd and
nutried to Camp Staphens o the aonth, where he haggege train
and ammunition were Jocated. Tt wos ot this paint that Ceaper
with his Choctuws and Chickamws réached the battle ses.
Also under Cooper's command were 200 men from the Creek
Teginent Ied by Danig) N, Melntaeh, These traope met Drew's
Charckees at Camp Stephens and escorted the relresting Cox
federate eupply train 1o Elm Springs, while Watic and 200 of bid
men were detailad to escort. the emmunition train from CAmP
Stephens to the main army which was cxapeeted lo meel them 6
Elm Springs, When this anticipaled meeting failed to materulize.
Watie rejoined the Canfederate supply train. At Elm Sprin®
the Tndians were ordered 1o aceompany their onm supply 657
to Cimcinnali, whete thay wera reunited with Pike and his le'
#ho had been searching veinly far seversl days Lo lecite #50
command. From Cincinnati the Tndian forces moved back i
ths borders of Indian Territary. ¥

Piko and hia Indian were much maligned for the porl 077
had playes, in the Battle of Pea Ridge. The moat dovestt
chargs wis that the bodies of eevers] Union soldiers had

e
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found on the tatitefield “tomshawhed, scalped, and . - . shame-
iy mangled"'* Althaugh unsubstantialed, formal protests
1 % made by Federal olficers. snd Northem newape
aiticized_ Pike. In partial tefutation of the
Jier maintained by the Confedernies that Trew's men bad com-
mitted (wse atrocities and that (hey subsequently foughl for
{he North, Amother criticiem of the Indian seldiers was that
{hey coutd mot be Gisciplined and that they would not remain fn
formation. during arlillery barrages. To lhese scvusations Fike
replicd that mass formalion combal wes pet the proper use af
Indisn troups, and that they were mor offoctive a3 scouts and
raiders®

Atter the Balile of Pea Ridge, Watie end his men retirned
1a sowting duty on the northern border of the Cherakee Nation,
and it was from thia location that he soon moved estward to
chailenge the Fedemls. On April 25, 1862, Watie's srouls in-
formed m that Union troops were advancing on Elk Mills,

t Neosho, Missouci, Early the next. morning. on. Apri) 26, Watle
Iried 8 doble envelopment of the Fadersl forces, While same
cemmined behind to hold the harses, Wetie and 125 of his men
dismounted two miles from the Federsl camp and stealthily
#dwanced on foot, completely murprising the Union pickets. With

sttack element Qacidedly in their favor, Walic's Inisrs

irty-one Federala, eleven of whom were offivers: three
Priirs wore alao takei, When Cofier failed tn commens &
multancous thrust, the Cherckees wore forced o retreat with
40 Willod and five wounded, Major James M. Hubbarl and 148
on of the Federsl First Mimouri Cavelry Regiment regrouped
o Jrushed the Confedernte raiders out of camp. Skimmishing
wlmued until 3:00 por, when the Cherokes forces remountad
Tie) back to Cowskin Prairie within the border of Tndisn
e - Both sides claimed a vidiory, The Indian soldiers
i 18 b mora than effective in their flat indepenéent
orens &nd probubly swould have completely routed the Federal
iy had Coffee meceuted his part of the envelopment move-
7 Coaper wan impremed with Watie's leadership ability snd

i,
10 Kellon, March 13 TA2D,
i Sy S 28, TR et

r

1Eenny (o Yan Duen, Mnrch . 19K, Apficiol Records, it |, Yol

weh 14, 18
b Eiell War,



0 Tha Cheanicles of Aklakona

recommended that Watie bo promoted to brigndier genery) ;
der to etrengthen Confsderate Indian troop morale.7. o oy,

A seconsl engegement near Neasho, on May 1, 1863,
oy, succestal. On April 2 Caplain Thomas e Frct
.m.. of Watie's eommand reported that over m M"‘}‘
Fourteenth Fegiment of the Missouri State Militia, \ COMIngry ey
by Colencl John M. Richardsan, were el Gmnby neur Neogy,
Watfe dispatched Captain Robert C. Pazke and 200 men 2 fing
and attack the Fedetals, Porke and the Cherokee cavglny,
Joined by (‘aﬂu and 200 of hia me, mmplzwly Sunriogd
Ri ' force sarly on the marming of .y;,\,.,,,_
at Nemho on April 26, the Indiane digmounted and g
pact the Federal pickets, uning n wooded knoll as o over 'n.
load-curdling war criea of Lhe Indians unnerved the astonishes
Union eoldiers and made their horses mearly Unmanageable. The
Fednml mmmenh hastily formed to meet the charge ond fived
t a8 soon as Richardson's horse was shal ot
oo under im, they egain begame disorganived and fed
‘Within Len minutes Watie's Indians, vnder Patks and Coffes, had
killed or wounded over wno{ Ihe Federale and aptumd rwrhaen
tents, five wogons and temms, arme, ammunition,
nlppheg, and ell of the b.gmre The only Can!ederlh mlq«
wes one of Coffec's men, who was killed. Richardson was in-
mﬂgxwd after this emgagement for failore to establish ade
guards. His mistake lay in ot posting & picket on e
wmded imall to the southwest of hia camp, for it wea over
this hill that Parks and Coffes had approached.’

Watis's engagements with Northem forces had boen isolatsd
ekinmishes near the border, wherever contact could be made with
the tncemy; but in September of 1862, a conatriad efforl ™
mada by Conlederste forces 10 push inbo suthwest Mimoatl
Trio thot cren Goopes (promaled. i rank n the previous o
trom colanel w0 mmm génerat} lod hin Tadian faroes and foue

ot live regimenls of Temas troops, numbering 7,000 to i m
.lm. with. !veral batteriga of grtillery, From Sw!ﬂ M
Missouri, he moved narthward by way of Pineville in order _,,a.
join forces with Southern troups led by Coffee, Colonel Jooto)
©. Shelby, Colonel Jereminh V. Cockrell, and Brigadisr Gener
James E. Rains, Within supporting distance of each olber,
foros commenced a northward thrust gnd poupied N

3
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qunby, a0 Newtonia. By ooupying eouthwest Misiouri, the
14 'mp-wmahlemmatmmdw contro] the
e gransies in Newton and McDenald countien. The mills
countiet upplied grmin, flour, and meal for the
c,“-kme soldiers 2
Northstn forces, realizing the importance of Lhis area, were
gtermined to push the Confederpiey back into Arkahia as

a7 General Froderick Solomon occupied defensive_positions
rom. Sarcouie, Missouri, o the ‘Komase line. The stalernale n

wuthweit Missonri was [ally ended when  portion of (he
Gian foroes moved toward Newlania, octupied by o part of
{Cooper's eommand.

On the morning of September 30, Federal troops attacked
the Cordederaien at. Newtonie, with infantry wnd actillery. Tha
Unicn foroes outnumbered Cokonel Tresevant C. Hawpe's Texan
regiment end Mujor J. M. Bryan's Cherckee battalion, but an
the fighling continued, Confedernte units in ihe immediate
vidnity arrived et inlervals Lo reinforce the Mewtonia contingent.
A batiary of fwo guns under [he command of Capiin Jossph

Bledmoe retumed the Federsl's fize. This battery was supported
by Bry-nsmd Hawpe's men, who were podled behind & atone
+ and Calong] A, B, Alsxander, snroute to Gnnby
"Mu they heard the: firing, immediately joined in the neti

Alemandur's regiment was Iocated to the right of Bledsoe's tat-
Mry. hemnd l.hn alone fence. Bryen wae on the Jeft, and Hawpe'y
= alane bam in the centar, On their first onalaught,

oy P-dmls goned e edge of the village, and sharpshaoters
Hhag the Confedemte battery, forcing it o fall back after
i =wended ita ammumuom The Unlon cnalry, upon sse-

;‘ﬂ"nﬂn cavalry into [hinking the ballesies were going to
B agnin, and it retired,

A charge wee next ordered agoine! the Unlon inr-m-y
—ch 228 advancing 5 moen clhocked
bt mere foroed t fall buck behind the stome fance i
B o) inlense combined ortillery and cmall arme Hre. At

Q int Lieutenant Colonel Tandy Walker and the Firat
"' and Chickusiw Remmml dmmtlully antered e vil-

* & full gullop and, screaming and whooping, sngaged
. "'m.v w.lhl’uh‘much.mmladdm}'adenl Feck Then
”l-q.“.. BaM; W Douglas M. Coaper, CHA,"

ern
St irsrorms, Vo 1T, 30 1801
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a Nanking movement by part of Shelby's Missouri brigyg,

by Lieutenant Calanel B. Frank Gordon, who had just a3
forced & precipilste Unicn tetreat. Colonal J. Q. Slveny o0
ment from Grinby armved in lime to help purme fho 178
Federnls three milen until hoavy reinforcsments were g™
tered. e,

terval had been further reingo,

Cotonel Besl G Jean's Mimouri cavalry und Cplain Sype
Homwell's four-qun_bettery, positioned ot n grivevard on sy

north side of Newionfs. An ariillery duel ensved betuge

Hawell's battery and Morthern artillecy located one mile norg,
of the graveyarl The Federal infantry amault an the centor hag
been repulsed, and then the Union cavalry en the left wag die.
persed by Bledece's battery, which had been resupplied, While
the artillery was dominating the action, two Union Tndinn and
Kanmas mowmted regiments slipped (hrough beavy brush o
Coopet’s right flank. Again, just at the right woment for the
Condcderates, reinforcements arrived, thie time Lieutenans Cal-
one) Simpoon N. Folsom end his Choctaws. Folsam and his man
rade through & comfield and surprisad the Federsl regimeis
stiempting to flank the Southerners. The Union nrtillery cpened
up again, and under the cover of this fire, units of infantry sd
vanced and fierce fighting once again raged on all sides, Fob
sam’s Chactaws sucresslully repulsed, the Uinion cavalry Manking
attack, und the Nnrﬂum infantry assult on Cooper's center vas
stopped by artillery, The momentum of the batile swung o e
Confederates, and oy nightfall they had pushed the Uiy
forces three miles out of Newlonia to @ wouds, A Union battery.
placed acrous the woods, received several direct hitn from Hod-
ell's battery. The Fererals fled (hrough the woods, abandonind
wagorna which becae wodged among the trees. The Union r-
treat. continued to Sarcoxie, twelve miles norih of Newlonis

‘The engagement. ut Newlomia, which had been ﬁm:lhl
and off all day on September 30, um i & credit 1o m
federate Indian forces. Bryan'a battalion ad 5
under five nearly all day. Welker ...a hu Chomw Crickes
regiment turmed (he Ude with & thundering chargs in MCW
general engagement, and then Simpson N. Folsom and "'B.dmlf
faw regiment mipplid the impetun oz ihe fiel e
counteraltack, The Confederates had amly hwelve h-lkd oo
three wounded, and (hree musmg during the whole *E
Bryan had three wounded; Walker had three killedh
e r

. oot 2
o
cnl’rW"

20 Wear ! Tiunt, Octuber 3. 1802, Cootr to I
r tn Couper. Ochuber 2. 162, Dfficicl Reoards
05, uutingham, Domeoal tard

244, 200304
——



Denfederite Indisn Forcms Outside of Indien Territory 201

[ ——
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wounded, and one misting; and Folsom had threa kigy
six wounded > and

Although the day had been carried by lhe t‘.onrms..-..hx e
Federals met heavy reinforcements, regrouped, And eturned
October 4. mrmg the night of Octeber 3, 152, Union h,;’f
wunder the direct command of Curtis, had approactied Neu,
in thres mlumﬂs Curtm, who had been promated fn Mg H
1862 10 was alio commandsr of the Deparimon
of Missourh The [hml‘adenlcs had scattered their farons
a2 wide aren following the first ergagement 4t Newtany, and
Incked! time tn regroup. Shelby, however, attacked the zdvanm
guard of one Federal column on the Jollilicalion Road, seg
Lieutatant Colorel M. W, Bustor, with his battalion and Bryany
First Cherckee Battalion, ekimmished with the Fad.r-ln near
$has] Creek an the Sarcoie and Granby Road Thize eneoun.
terw metely slowed the Federal advance, and 6id not give Cooper
time to march with the First Choctaw and Chickazaw Regimont
10 Newionia. Colane] Sarnpen Fohor and the Fimt Crorsy
Regiment remained ai Camp Caffes neac Big Spring 0 quard the
sapply train and to obeerve the Federul Iroop movement on the
Jallffication and Casville roads.

When Cooper tesched 8 point sbout three miles south of
Mewlomia, he found that Shelby had aslresdy evacusted New-
Lonia and was xunrdml the retreating supply traina traveling
south an the Fineville Aload, Simpson N. Folsom and a portion
of the Choctew and Chickasm regiment drove the Federal ad-
vance m.d bock to Newtonia, which the main Union ammy oma
mmand was with

forrod on.
cvoem Newtonla. s the bt 3 anrl ehelled the eda for hoort
But Cooper remained concenled in the mber oul of effectiv
artillery range and then retreatsd soulh after he was joined b
Capiain Sampeon Leering's company of the Fird Chnclll‘ m’
Reglmont. Loering had been dispatched to_Co/

Colfes lo bring hack slragglers and to Jocate Sampwon FM
bit Polnom and his men had left Camp Coffee earlier and were
on the Pineville Road ahead of the supply train Cooper. afic!
the retym of Locring, marched to Dog Hollow, four mulu porth
of Pineville, and spent the oieht. During the nest day, Ocloer
&, Coopur continued the march o White Heck Praicie, &
of Biteville.

On the night of Citober 7, 1862, the Federals nw‘d‘“‘z
Confederate pickets near Pineville, and Raine ordered CooP
aer. 1 V4

s Gmget o Rabun, Ocuber 3, 1864, Officiol R
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to move the mprly trains down to Mud Towm, Ar

wiy of Benwisile, The trsin headed south Al midnig ™~
lowed by the rest of Coopers conimand ms.m.,,yh“‘-
heavy rain sk Cooper conght up with hia train gy ¥
Town and net Reire the ezt moring &t Cross Hollom 5
was decided tut Shelby would remain gt Cros Moliosy |
Cooper woukl mave to Bl Springs 10 awsit lurther Fegy
movaroents. Aller consultston with Raina on Octabe 1y gy
15, Cooper ws ordered bo iovade southear! Kansas and eg,
Fort Boolt: at the same me. hin command %2s eomideryy),
weakened by the detachment of the rogiments of Alemnge,
Stevens, Hawpe, and T C. Bawm, und Buater'n battalicn, Coppen
began prapacations for a move on Fort Seobt with his aell [y
of Tudians and Howell's hattery. The drive inlo Mitooui bag
booit. doterred and 4 new stiategy had been devised. The Tuas
and Arkanms troops of the Confederatas in the fubure wanld be
deploved aquinat tbe Federals advoncing from Missour, and the
Indisans could in the meantime cutflank the eombined Unioa
forees, do considarshle damaye in Hansas, and divert Union
troops from western Athats,

In sceordance with this plan, Cooper tarehed his froe
the vicinity of Mayaville, Arkansas, whers he was to wile
foreea with Watie and Sampson Folson, Although joined by
Lieutenant Colme] Chilly Mefnioah and his Crogk batation
Cooper leamed ypon reaching Mapgville that, Watie snd mat
of hig men wer soouting ncur Evanaville, Arksnaas, and tat
Sampeon Folom and his men, contrary ta ordere, were in (¢
vicinity of Cheinudi, Arkawi, Sinos Daniel N, Melnirer's
Cresk reginuent bod falled to recelve orders informing it of
Cooper’s plans, Cooper made an elfort to contact Melni
Tt waa swhile Cooper was atlempling to orgenize his o et
be kearmied of the sppraach of Federal troopa under thy
of Brigadier Gewral James 0. Blunt. Cooper’s farces wert 2
tacked on the moming of October 22, 1862, by a larger R°¥
and compelled 1o relreat, from the Forl Wayme area juit 852
Indian Tersitury. With Cooper's retreat went the hopet o 7
wvading Hansay, and thia declaive engagement placed te "”“;,
troops om the cllemive in Indian Territory, The SAMET
Indiana had besn driven out of Missouri and Arkansas, wod 1)
plans for antering Kaness Lad aleo baun curtailed. Ganfee™

34 Cooper 4 St
15, 1607, ibid,
11 Cooper, L8

=
Cottar 1o ammr:.l);;,,.,

exxin o 1




01

(OMskomn Binasient Bactensd
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Indiann were never again oblz to meunt u major offensive sy,
Federal troops in Tndign Territory or along the border,r - %
Folloming the engagement at Tort Wayne, Cooper [ad 1,
troopa south into Lbe beart of the Chotlaw DNetion, wiy
wintered st Skullyville. Watie waa still needed a8 &
kansas, however, and ller the il rtrat b
31

t g

Hirdman, commander of the e M ..app. rrea, to p
1o the Eransville area and eatoblish communications with 1
Confederate pitkets on the Line Rood. Watic and about s
mcn orrived at Peton Springs, Arkoraat fre miles rom Fug,
wlle Juut aflr dark on December 5. On Lhis march Waticy
ot arabes o Dnion Tndiara naas Dight
L WP e b by Watie into Evne
ville reported secing 8 Federal force leaving, but mo Confedrate
pickels, Bypassing Evamsville, Watie moved to Dutch Ml
Arkanaas, disoowered Federal pichots there, and lesmed that
Union troops were in force at. Cane Hill
Knowledge of o superior Tumber of treopu in_the vidinly
¢imwed Watie to retire down Lee's Creck, five mila- neulh of
Peytm Eprings, where he met Simpson N, Folaom, a company
of Tewsn Hangyre, and o detachment of Bryar's Chorekee bt
tlion under Captain John Miller, all from Fort Colfee bt the
Choctaw Natian. On Sunday, December 7, a scout under Walics
et omimand was geni 1o the Lune Hoad. Jocking for 0o
[bderats pishetn ard finding wone, Watlo coed st Peyion
Springs On Decerber B, Watie's combined ioces thok poe-
nesmion of Duich Mills, Being out of touch w-u. it oiber Con
federate unita in the are, Walie sant Captain J. W. Welu 3
communicate with Hindman, who was supposed fo be in te
vicinity of Cane Hill On the same dny, Immxnmmpﬂ'l!f"
Thutch Mma Tatie maved his cunp deser (o the Cheroks-
Arkanes he leamned on December 10 that 4 srpre
attack on 1.. m.p was planned by Federal [mlim bxud u
Mam, ten miles awsy. This strategy wa revemed whin .,1
outed the Pederals £ thelr camp catly the next momiing
drove theim £t e hills. Watie's men killed thres and oundel
oné of the Federls. Finally, Wakbie received news of the B#
of Pririe Grove and learned that the Fedewl supply“”"'

27 Cooper o lindmma, Drcenber 15
Vo XITL, o 2eal, I, “Fedesal
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hwlmmdhopedhinﬂrupl}uﬂhvﬂbdunldiﬂmxl
#E tjan the ona covered by him. On December 12, Wabe wun
e L Cooper to return to Tndian Territory, snd Simpaon N,
Jolso retired 10 Fort. Coffes, alsa in Indian Terrilary :*
7re year 1863 waa disillusioning for the Canfederate In-
meummummmeﬂmrmm
S orherkcarth policy engaged in by the cxmbmtants aa first cae
: passemsion and Lhen Lhe olher. Gonfederte pro#pecti
b Inian Terilory wess a3 unfavarble as the land By the
,mddl.uunss Union military pomer was qupreme morth of
e Arkansay River and threstened to push the Southen Indians
ta the Red River, Indian froop morale wap further damaged by
the fniluze of the Confederacy in amveral respects 1o uphold it
ipeaty promises to ts Indien. allies, Watie strengly condemnsd
o treatiment of the Inditra and heatedly asérted that
indizn Territory had been hopelessly shandored by the Rich-
mond government.tt
Iz spite of hesribreakin and nearly ingurmountalke
odds, the Southern Indians continued to fight ontside of Indian
Tervitory in a couse they chose &3 their omm, In 1863 the Indian
forces changed their tactios, turning more and make to gusrrilla
activity, tha only effective method of harussment left. apen i
thexs, Barly in June of 1663, Watic slioped across the Arkanscs
Rivir oear Grewnleal Pruiria under the corer of darknem, sc-

and into southwest Misaouti, Watie's eavalry raid was
“'minnu when he was pushed cut of the aren hyMaJnrJ A

Foreoan and the Thind Indian Home Guard
:"“"mulmeﬂlwwmmmhmmmbmmmdy
pared Wetic againat the siing otz of the Artansaa River,
% was able 4o ford the river and eluds his purmers. Watis
thres man, ut in the process eurtailed Unim toop

T, Bt e o, Teember 19, 182, Official Revurts, v, i, Yob
el e o T . Gensral Stand Wotics Qonfederars
% . 61 B

g lorrin L. Waruell, A Pofiticat Hirory, .,f fa Clanﬂm i,
%"?' Narmnn Unlvmm o Olinbeus ),
e 2l corotey va, FEKT Chrehe S
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Mra] casalry mii and ruptared 4 broe-gun bmdiers.
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sty and foroed the Union commandera to moploy extra

;*: tor guld duly ul strategic locations.’?
o Watle bt more and mare rads sbove (e drkinass

en, confused Federals reparied him < far viotth b Furt Scott,
"‘.ﬂ,;,L in operstions with William o Quamnn the Condederate
K puerilln. Thus Wetie wap ali becorning o legend. On
nee2t his excursions culside of Indian Tervicory, e maved into
iours in Decernber, 1863, cauring panic amans the Federl
Naps, Commanding 300 men, he eucceeded in z'lur]mg Union
i o0 the Barnen Fork Creak in Uk Cherok Nation
iploared into Arkansas, He skirmished with Faeral covalry

the
c'::H-II Arkansas. Walie then broke contact exd duped e
Northem foroes around Came Hill imto Ginking he had re.
irosted pcrons the Arkanmn Hiver. Hmr X Doseiber 23,
be as gighted moving north near Cincinnati. From there he
nmd into mouthwest Mizsour, wher_v: he :rw!ly aggravated

Tvxﬂtnry. leaving a few men om
ks s e Soathern fenulies bekoe the Arbans River !
Bripedier General William Steele, mander
o Indian Territory in 1883,

have jusl received your note relative t Stand Wati
cpined to Crapar, A« . Tull ormeepomieres is sbuclulely
sewmsiy . . You o not o edvime toe of Colonel Watias
e, or his object, ar when he left, or when he is
B8k ™41 T objoct of these raids was not to i temitory o
o kil large numbers of Pederals, but, to neutralizt thelr superior-
It i the Indian Territory area by causing them ta employ large
Tumbirs of men as otouta and eaarts,
& @ e fall of 1882, Northern foroen had guined control
SM the Mimimippi and Ariarsas rivers and hid diided e
"h. The Confederate Trans-Mimissiopi Wes was

"HI ivle 16 Cooper, Tone 11, IRUZ, PRIl to Mt June (. 1813,
e e St e o, 135, il Revards, S,
‘ Hearan,
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fectively separsted from the eastern half of the

States and ite nerve center, Richmond, Virginia. M,mr 5:;‘
Heney . Hallech, Qe 1 Chief of e Poderol armi e
ing %o furiher divide the Conlederate clales, orlersd y

scale campaia pgoin, the Conlederate staten o Atkanany, 1 ,_‘m
siana, ol Toxas. This iicived 4 to-pronged allace o &
port, Louisisna, and wes known s iver Chmons
The southern. portian of the courdinaied qlhck %25 lad by
Brigudior General Nathaniel P. Banks, who moved up fmy
wnthern Louisiana, The Arkaniss moverent slartad on Vign
2, 1864, when Major General Fredecick Stecle moved ou; oy
Liktle Rock with 3,000 troops. Nine days later, south of Arkay.
phia, Steel's army was joined by 5,000 troops from Forl S,
Brigadier Genoral Jobn M. Thayer wao in command of they
forees. 1t

As these events were unfolding, there was feverish activity
among the Confederate lenders in the Troms-Mississippi West
1o devise an edequate dofenss against this Union jopgemaut
Price, the commandr of the District of Arkansas, end  Liesenan
General Edmund mrbys-mm the commander of the Deparl.
ment of the Trans-Missiesippi, requested support from Indian
Teritory. Homever, Brigaditr (senarsl Sameel Bell Maxey. s
Tanding the Department of Indian Tersilory, refused. o onker

Uoops o leave Indian Territory unléss their permission
Tk i i s ain0 o abont Ieaving most of
ki yurigdiction defenselem by pu]ll all of his troops ik T
Laynesport of Fulton srea on the Red River in Arknoms s
ordered by Hirby-Smith, From this position Marey could mp-
pooedly guard. th Red River amd be ready 1o help reped 0
invasion from Arkanass or Louisiana.}

Price on April 12, 1864, suggested thal Maxey move all ¢
hie available forces ko Washinglon, Arkengan. Maxey comi
by moving with his Texan brigade, under the leadership of OO

anel Richard M. Gano, to the contested area by way of Layne

under Watie temained in
rom invesion }*

Territory to protect

e Don icheet, ~Tho Nt of Fotn Spranct Arirose "
porend Guatrerty, vel VLT (Wense, 1B, wt
e e s R c..,,.;,.n.m o swser.

1903, Chmninghots 2 Mngey, Marsh 20,
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Aftar joining forces with Thayer, Frederick Stosle maye
to Praizie de'Ane, end instead of continuing south, marche
repidly o Caraden, @ Confedernic stronghold heenty-thres mil
to tha sact, Taking advantage of the momentary confusion g
April 13, Price emplaysd Maxey's Indians againal Stesle's oy,

rvacd, Maxey snd Brigadier General James Fegan's units, .,,.,,
tandsd by Price, crathed mm the Federal’s rear guard, led
Thayer. The Union troops, & sklrl of timber ..,.,
Mancgw, had ten mieces of .runery ee charged the praition
and, after initial success, was thiust buck. During the severy
cannonade, Walker's Second Indian Brigade withstood the wither.
ing barrage and did not bresk formation or withdraw until or.
W

rmish iear Prairie de’Ane, Frederick Stevls
cccupied Camdn iy forage train to Poison Spring tn

gnee of the Fedemal forage trin, Mooty diision, compueed of
Gant's brigade, led by Colonel Charles DeMorst in Gano'n s
sence, and Watker's Second Indian Brigade, was ordered ta march
to Lecfe lam an the Camden and Weahingtan Foad. This move-
mient placed Maxey Lan miles from Cimden and betwein Steels
ond hie foreging parly. Maxey arrived al Lee's farm about 9:00
am. on April 18, 1864, and conferred wilh Brigadier Ceneral
Johin 5. Marmaduke. Maxey, the ranking general, was informed
by Marmeduke of the situstion and collsborated with him and
Brigadier General William L. Cabell on a plan of attack, The
Federa] train of 200 wagens was lcated on high ground, strung
out in an eael-weat direction. Marmaduke's division wae located
on the zight of the Confederate position, blocking the wad on
the east to Camden; Cabell's division was in the cenler; Maxey's
divigion wag on the left near the west end of the bain. Walker's
brigade, with Gano's farces an ita immediate right, was coneeal
in heavy brush on the extreme let flank of the Conlederutes. Thin
left wing ectually curved around Ihe Union right fank, and
Welker's men were located wearly behind the Federale The
Federal wugon train wae protected by about 1100 men from
Thayar'e Franlier Division, and nearly half of these were oo
the First Kansss Colored Infaniry Regimont.

The plan of atlack called for Mexey to press fopwmrd firet
on the right flank of Lhe Union forcey, Thig movement 0T
menced about 10:00 a.m., but Colonel James M, Willisrs, the
commanding officer of the Faderals, had become aware of the
7, (B0 Wity do Moy, S 3%

m
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troope u bi right Nank and offered stlff resistance.
O ok Walker accupied » woodod raving b
e o Open iEld £nd the wogon train, Walker's two regiments
b Lisulerant. Coorel James Riley, with 300 man, and
K R Simpson N. Foliom, with 330 men, udvanced from (he
oot to th apen il bot wers forsd 54cic by  galling fie:
e momen, Capsin William B. Krubhear's artilery
A o Murey's divisian tpened up in. sonjunction with Capéain
(05, Flughes's bniter in Marmaduke's diviuion. This scathing
o Teabied Muxta dvision to charge acrogs the pen field
s e Tha Urton et < <he rgh Tk out of the ravipe
ik o the wagus, where U Federals reprouped. After
o twenty minulee of ssvage fighting, (he Federals apsin
ke oy, bl it Lo Plantation made s futile altempt
resislance. Even tholgh (e temptation wak great
p m: Aoy, Evacs s Chivkasws, unaer Walker to stop
i Tood alf the caphired trein, they relentlemly Turmed the
Boeing Federaln for seweral ilos,

In turming the Federal rvight flank, Walker's men not only
made the Union positizn untenable, but they captured a battery
of four guns localed s few yards behind the train, This Con-
jederate victery st Poiron Spring aleo netied 200 teams and
wagons heavily loaded with com. Federl casusltien included
700 hiltad, wounded, md mmng The Confederaien had thirty
Jilled, eighty-sight wum nd fen missing, Walker's Second
Indian Erigade sustained unly minor lozses, with four killed
wnd seven wounded.'”

While Mazey, the commandsr of the Confederste forces in
Indlan Terrltaty, wes Fparticipating in the Cuinden &

Fwt Gibsan, gnd pusied rapidly €arough the Federal oecupied
Chetckee Netim, Ae Mdair rooved northueard between the Dlinore
2 Grand rivers, be vas interceptad by Union forees, Trapped
behwam the two river, swellen by spring rains, end the Federsls,
‘M“ Mnzey tn lielion, Apeil 23, 180, Vln!bw w wlullm Ipm lll
| T30 e {.. drw-n- 4, b
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Adaic barsly managed to eroes the Ulinais liver bl
Aa he x g stz i Arkanste, B mmm,,dm

atiempted 1o him

o Beptonalls | Mlywille. and Eineville i Arkanzas, ans
on Meodho, Mismouri. Wert of Bentomville, Adair derided 1

extend his raid northward, A partiel reasom for n:»....,_,‘,.e
sbundance of gram on the border projuced by receny
mina. Thin awpely of grush cmred the Souhern cviry o
adequate feed for Meir hin ponies, and enabled them tg g
tinue lbt‘!r extraordinary scouting rai

By April 30, Adair had divided hin Indisne intc amgn
scouting parties In northwest Arkansas nesr Maysville and beigm
Pineville. He moved along the Cherokee-Migsouri border in, eary
May to Cowslon Preirie, and from there he eluded Northem
cavalzy by ratreating acrtes the Grand River, which had subaided
by thel time. The gray ghost next appeared ten miles wortheast
of Maysville on May 8, when he aeemingly popped up ool of
niowhere 1o engage the bewlldaresd Fuderals, But al 11:00 pm,
on May 13, Adsir and 125 of his men ware surprised in cumgp
an Spavinaw Creek in Arkansss by Major Milton Burch of the
Eighth Cavalry Regliment of the Missouri State Militia, Aduira
raiders were forced to flee, leaving behind twenly-two horses, ten
stands of arme, saddles, end aeveral iterns of clothing mch as
pants, b, and, boota, Following £y ear dlassler on Spavina=

reck, Adair collected his men and siruck Lamar, Misouri, on
May 20, 1864. The nimble riders quickly penetrated to the
heart of the city, but after five minules of savage sireet Hghting
they were forved 1o withdraw >4

When Adsir finally refumzd his forces to Confedenale (-
ritory in late May, he had spent over & month behind cnemy
lices, [n lenm the raid was one of the mst signifieant carrial
o alng tha border, but ita resulls were les easily distinguih
“hie The Jength of the raid proved the vulnerability of Federal
defennes along the border, 4 fact which would later be wmlfﬂ“
I:y ‘Watie. Adait was able o locele and report encmy

2, 3 iorn, ey

P ar . 1, Cart o Tomatans; 2

Moy 4 o, Offciel Recorts, Ber, L Vi,
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COMbioma. Kitarieal Borirsd
COLONRL WILLTAN BENX ADAIR

.
'I WHng of 1564 Adsic bed w speciaruler @oblb:
h:.';"ﬂt-il behind Feders! Tinew in martiwest Arkam
K unlt ommistrd of 395 Ch Créthe, Chickasawy, and
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catione to Blaxey, while Fort Glwon and Fort oy,
harussed, Union_ eommunicstions. were disupled, civiliany 7
frightened, &nd Morthern troap momsle was damageq. > ™

The constant, movernent, of cavalry forces within Indu,l .
vitgry and mear ity borders was hard on horses, anr] th Upt
and Candederate foreos were alwmys in heed of fi m“*"‘
Captain Williem H. Shannon. of Cooper's First [..du,n Bn“"h
g, gent by Mavey in early July, 1984, 10 salthest p o
and_narthemn Arkansss lo socure fresh mounts, and 1o
Shelby, Shannon cromed the Arkznmy River about bty
milen above Fort Giboon and the Geund Fiver at Caney's Fomy.
ays sfier be el the Choclaw Nation he cntsred hoy
souri ten milss abave the Arkanase statz line. Shann tovey
south into Arkansag, looking unsuceessflly for homes, At Cang
Hill, leaming that Shelby was in Batemville rooruiting, ho diy.
patched & mpssage 1o him. While swaiting s renly, Shamn
ascortained that & large Union relugee wagon train was
from Ven Huren, Arkanaas, into the Cone Hill aroa, and ha mt
up plans to ambush it. Even thouth Shannon did not capture
the tatin, be managed to bum cevernl of tha wagams, kill \m
of the Federals, and escape withont casualties. Continuing waith
slang the Wire Road in wweslem Arkanses, Shannon heord of
anothor Pederal wagon toain, iess beavlly defended, Tt reached
him on August 25, about [ive miles south of Lee's Creek. Shan-
non dismounted hall of his men and placed them on the
diectly I the o of the el the sther Bl rerneined mounicd
Icd el Toad in the rear of the irain. The fup
b perfectly. The Federal soldiers, not. suspecting (hat ene
my troops lay fo their cear, charged Shannon's men on the el

but desdly angagement. Having aecured what wpplm ey W“'f
carry, Shannor’y men refumed o Camp Corser in
Netion*

The closest the Confederate Indians cime to amassing &
offenaive after the Mimouri drive in 1862 wae the
tions against ¥ort, Smith in July and August
maintained that the only hope for the Confedoralé wf:d Fod
dian Tervitory nas the harsssment of Fort Gibaoe of
Smith.+ 1t the Fedemls could be foroed to withdraw (70

14 Moanonn o Coopre, Augurt 20, 1401

T Tkt o e Comtkiay .

1805, . 107108, oar, 505
A® Muxes Io dmh-rwwl Jlmnrr 12, 1084, Dfflerel Meoct!
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ot of these. poaitions, their hold, on Trdian Tersitery would
o b iermhly weakened. Musey belivved Uhat he might be

e foree Thaver into
hie because their supply lines be

wailable means of accomplishing s were by direatly

toning e farls with invasion or by cutting it supply
terd sowly atrangling them to death. The feanibility of
. Latter wad demonsirated by the phenomenal suecess of Walle
e pluring the J. R Williams, a steannship carrying $120,000
"’._‘,,,,rwppna from Fort Smith to Fort Gibson by way of
e Arkansas River. Another coup by Watie, with the help of
Garc, wae the caplute of & §1,500000 Federal train, consisting
1 20 wogons, &t Cabin Creek, enroute from Fort Scolt. Thie
{rain wes also carrying supplies for Fort Gibaon. tt

1n the summer of 186t Maxey assigned Cooper the tack of
\hreatening Fort Srnith, In July Cooper moved to the vicinity
of the fort End sent scveral scouts to check the area for Union
forces. On July 28 the Confedernten discavered that, Union <aval-
17 troops were located nasr the fort in Arkanssa. Cooper dis-
Gono_to roul the
on to the men from

x s

is Texag brigade, had
Simpaon N. Folgam end Licuterant Colonel Jackson MeCurtain.

Incated in Arkansas five miles south of Fort
- troops, #8rving ap an outpest for Thayer's
foreea locled inside the fort, were completely surprised. Due to
the Leck of foed, the Federal mounts wore ollowed Lo @raze on
? 9pén prairie early evory maming. Al the moment of attack,
Neflods horse, grazing three-auarters of o mle to e wouth-
el cam, siampeded before a detail could be sent for them.
g & velezan fighter, regrouped hia eanfused mon und
o rmodf veveral asaaults st he slowly retreated in the direction
b m&mu.. However, the Conlederale Indisns and Texers,
g o e solumng, outllanied the dismounted avalrymen
%p";\'ﬂy enuircled them. Gano captured 127 Federals and
b te run ceveral miles to provent their being freed
Podopr 2¥f column. fram Fort Smith. Besides those captured, the
“'hlty..!:m_ hiad eleven killed and twenty wounded. Gano had
Frigry o ™0 wourded and nine killed. Additional fruits of
By e 200 Sharpa rifles, 400 six-ahooters, @ number of
. " eamp equipage. Thayer was unable to purme the

.
“Tun Twitight of the Castedcacy bn Imbimo Territary,
"5 op. WD, 11w il
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1DxIRh— Bumaricah
LIBUTBNAKT COLONEL JACRENN McCURTALY
Ana mdiminer e n he 1801 s of T 5, MeCurte
wallon of Churtaws balped retl o rtklment of M(m L vy, o8 Lt
Drairie fivs nlh amllh of the tord. In this brief epagzrucot
wert cantired




Conjederate Irdiam Foroew Outeide of Indian Terrltory 281

confederate railers due o 2 lack of frath mounta, and e wen

i to dispateh more:troops from the fort, whidh was already
mkly defended.'?

Encouraged by Confedetate sucosss on Msssrd Prairie,
Caoper on Fort Smith on July 30, 1864, All of the unite
ot Masard Broctie were aguin present, and ain timo Walic and
2 hia men were involved. Fore Smith was approached from the
,,..m in twa calumne. Gano with McCurtain's bautalion of Choc-

, while Simpaon N, Pnlsnm nnd
Bt under the pervonal command of
Fort Smith on the maia toad. Watie was ordered 1o attack Um-n
pickets in front of the fort, and he accomplished this by sndinl
Colane] Jamoa M. Bell and the Fitst Cherokee Regiment along
the main road and by positianing Adair and the Sccond Chero-
kee Regiment an the Wire Road to the left Bell and Adaix
routed ths Federal pickets and chased them to their entrench-
mesita nzar Fort Smifh, Thie ection aroused fhe Federaly trom

la their fortifications. The remaining minuten of daylight were
wasted in an artillery duel. Fearful that his pesition was too
precarious 1o ba maintained after dark, Cooper ordered a with-
dromel to Indion Territory, thus ending the briel siege of
Fort Smith, 0

The remginde: of 1684 was spemt by Conlederale Indian
ops in harassing Federal supply lines in Indian Territery.
Dut 5 4 mevere shortage of food and euppliss, Confederate
Lodtiany wm ok sgain used in engagementa outaide of Indian
raide within Indian Territory were all thal
Gmhd.u.'g logistics could supgort. By the spring of 1865 both
Feleraln and Confedetates in Indian Territory and the Trems-
—_
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Missisaippi West wore simply awaiting the inivitable 5oy
surrender, and the Indian guerrilla forces did nat egaiy hﬁ
the ekl

Although the Indian nations were inveded twi

wheti the nelghh:rlng states of Missouri, Atkansas, or Tows
were invaded or evan threstened with invasion, Coma,....,
Indian troppa were woually called wpan ta leave the
lands, oguinet treaty provisions, o help repel the Federsiy ™
The Confederste Indians were umally willing to campoigy
outside of Indisn Territory. Only once, however. was a ot
vote used to obiain their approvel in this regard, and this wgg
at the ineisience of Maxey. Generally, the Indian foross wd
their w!ﬂan wete litile concamed about the Confederalc trealy

. provisiona
Tndian Tersitory withaut. their congert, even thaugh thia iy
stipulnfion war apparcntly well knoes 1o both ollcers sed

enlisted men. There wns undoubtedly a ckdinmiion e ol
o the Confederats Tndians ard their officers that the niy
adequate defense was @ vigorous offense, and harassing Lhe
Poderals oulside of ndian Territory was. consistenit will this
abjective.

While on mililary operstions beyond the borders. of Indian
Torritary, the Confederate Indions usually performed well, s
sometimes distinguished themselves, ap in (he haltles of New-
tonia and Poison Spring. Such performance contrasia strikingly
Wilh the poor showing ot times of theoe same Todian fore i
side the borders of Indian Territory. The inconaistency i
formance mey have been due ta the steadying snfluence of ﬂ*
higher percentage of white troops used in the cngagemen
side of the Territory combined wilh the cavalry scouting -cmm
8o well suiled to the nature of the Indian.

Despite Tittle support. from the South, the Conl'uilﬂz
Indian troops effectively harasssd Northemn farcts ouf "“

Tndian Territory. Watie's guerrilla raids along the Kenano bodcr,

and into Misouri and Arkanoas, dirupted and dieoradEe

Union oparations slong e northesstern boundary nf In

Territory. By the end af the war Watie had become e

88 5 guerrille fighter in the Trans-Missiesippi Wesk, Mot W"

whera he would appear nest siruck fear into the minda of F M,

ensi commanders and drastically retarded tha mavement of

troapa in and along the bordec of Indian Temitary. BURRY

talng fom Part Seott, Baxier Springs, and Fort Smidt o,

to be augmented by additional forces; hay gathering oper
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Federal mounts and cattle diminished becan of thy
tainty of grezing on the open praitics,

Of greater military imporience to
coction of the Confederate Teht flank by e Tndies o i

thern. Arksnses and northem Texas could 1ol have hegy
he‘dby!h:soulhwlhaullhwmrt-ll)\e]tﬂmw
fought outside of Indian Tertitory. Texas a major loed e
mineral producing regian of Lhe Confederacy, would has
rearly impogsible to retain by the South had the anruignh
slementa of the Five Chvilled Tribea chosen fo fight omly
within Indian Territory. These Conlederate Indian fores o
gt telling ifluznce an military eves in @ wide ares of the
Trans-Mississippi Weet by ngmm. &bly, bravely, amd unsel
e ot s Tensle

long the border necded fo bo urtaled: ane the by o
‘“nm




