
Confederate Indian Forces Outside of Indian Ter.ritory 2.49

CONFEDERATE INDIAN FORCES OUTSIDE OF
INDIAN TERRITORY

By LeRoy H. Fischer and Jerry Gill*
Following the major defeat of the South at Pea Ridge in

Arkansas, Brigadier General Albert Pike and his Confederate

Indian forces straggled back into Indian Territory. They were
dismayed and depressed, and Pike brooded over the unfortunate
events of this battle of March 6 to 8, 1862, in which his Indian

forces had been participants in spite of specific Confederate-
Indian treaties which provided for their use only in Indian
Territory.

The Confederacy, realizing the strategic importance

of Indian Territory to its cause, had taken vigorous steps in
1861 to annex the area.' On March 5 of that year, Pike, a resi-

dent of Arkansas, had been appointed commissioner to the
trbes in Indian Territory by the Confederate government,

with an assignment to negotiate treaties of alliance with the
Indians.2 Due to a number of favorable circumstances, he had
successfully concluded permanent treaties with the Five Civil-
ized Tribes by October 7, 1861.1 In each, the Confederate States
promised not to move or use Indian soldiers "beyond the limits
of the Indian country west of Arkansas without their consent.""

Under these treaties a number of Confederate Indian units
operated. The First Cherokee Regiment of Mounted Volunteers
was led by Colonel Stand Watie, and the First Cherokee Regi-
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ment of Mounted Riflemen was commanded by Colonel John
. The leader of the First Regiment of Choctaw and Chick-

same Mounted Rifles was Colonel Douglas H. Cooper; the

Cis and Seminoles raised a regiment under the leadership

of Colonel Daniel N. McIntosh; and a Seminole battalion was

0 0
ded by Major John Jumper, principal chief of the tribe.

,Together these units numbered well over 5,000 men, and in-

volved approximately 10,000 before the war ended.

Even before Indian troop units were organized under pro-

visions of the Confederate treaties, the Indians had been operat-
ing militarily inside the borders of Kansas and Missouri. In

?iay of 1861 Brigadier General Ben McCulloch of Texas had
been directed "to engage . .. the services of any of the Indian

tribes occupying the Territory."' As a result, Joel B. Mayes, a
prominent Cherokee cattleman, serving as the captain of a com-

pany of Cherokee Indians, followed McCulloch to the Battle

of Wilson's Creek in southwest Missouri on August 10, 1861.
In this Confederate victory the Indians did little actual fighting
except for minor skirmishing on the fringes of the battle, al-
though it was reported later that some Northem. soldiers had
been scalped. When Brigadier General Sterling Price, the com-
mander of the Confederate forces at Wilson's Creek, began to
enforce more rigid discipline among his troops, the Cherokees
drifted back to Indian Territory.' While McCulloch was un-
impressed with the performance of the Indians at Wilson's
Creek, he was highly pleased with the scouting activity of Watie
and his men in the summer of 1861 in southern Kansas and the
northern reaches of the Cherokee Nation. McCulloch requested
in September of 1861 that Watie and his force be attached to
his command, describing him as a "gallant man."

Although the small Confederate Indian units of Mayes
and Watie served voluntarily outside of Indian Territory, a
military situation soon developed which urgently demandedte support of all Confederate Indian forces. In February of
1862 Brigadier General Samuel R. Curtis of the Federal forces

f Charles Richard Francis. "Confederate Ascendancy In Indian Ter-
or. 1800-1861" (Unpublished Pa.te,r of Arta Thesis. Oklahoma State
al .ernit. Stillwater, 1903), pp. 49-52.

Ill ' Cooper to MlcCulloch, May 13. 1801, Official Records, Ser. i. Vol.
.pp. 575-570.

lla illiam E.. Connelley, QuantrWU and the Border Wars (Cedar8rand : The Torch Pre., 1910), p. 108: Frank Cunningham, General
Vyd atie's Confederate Indiana (San Antonio: The Naylor Co., 1950),

eii 1; Annie H. Abel, The American Indian as Participant in the h lclt PDw.Atu

S r(lvln:T etur ClarkCo,11)p.4,n72s M~uloh o re, epemer1, 1861. McCulloch to Walker,"hi.. insber2. 1801, McCulloch to Price, October 22, 1861. OfficiaJ Records,
. Vol. III, pp. 691-092, 721.
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pushed Price out of southwestern Missouri and threatened toverrun northern Arkansas. Price's forces alone were not strong
enough to deter Curtis. Coupled with this grave military sites
tion was the inability of Price and McCulloch, the only other
important Confederate general in the West, to cooperate. Prei.
dent Jefferson Davis settled the problem of command in the
West by creating the Trans-Missisippi District and placing
Major General Earl Van Dorn in charge.

Van Dorn, who had a reputation as a fighting general, im-

mediately began preparations for a counteroffensive against
Curtis in southern Missouri. Curtis had halted his army north
of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, and was awaiting reinforcements. Van
Dorn first issued orders to McCulloch and Pike, the commander
of the Department of Indian Territory, on February 22 to join
him with their forces at Price's headquarters in the Boston
Mountains south of Fayetteville. Then, finding that Curtis was
awaiting reinforcements, Van Dorn immediately dispatched new
orders to Pike on March 3 to march his entire force, with all
possible speed, along the Cane Hill Road and fall in behind the

rest of the army at Fayetteville. Still afraid that Pike would

not reach him in time, Van Dorn sent corrected orders

to Pike on the evening of the same day, commanding Pike to
alter his course to as direct a route as possible and meet Price's

army at Elm Springs, ten miles north of Fayetteville on the
Bentonville Road. In his need for haste, Van Dorn even issued

direct orders to Watie, Daniel N. McIntosh, and Drew to move

along the road from Evansville to Fayetteville.9

Pike's troops were totally unprepared for combat, and only

through great effort and sacrifice were his forces able to reach

the battle area on time. His men not only lacked training, but

were short of clothing, arms and ammunition because such sup-

plies had been diverted for use among other Confederate forces.

In addition, for an extended period his trmops had not been paid,

and he lacked the adequate white troops which had been

promised to him to bolster his Indian forces. Instead of the

three regiments of white troops Pike considered adequate, he had

only one squadron of Texans led by Captain Otis G. Welch.'0
9 Maury to Pike, Mareb 3, 1862. Maury to Drew. McIntosh. and

Watie, March 3, 1862, ibid., Vol. ViII, pp. 763-70.5; Walter I,. 11roy".

"Pea Ridge: Gettysburg of The West," Arkansas Historical Quarterly. Vl

XV (Spring, 1956), p. 8; Roy A. Clifford, "The Indian Regiments in te
Battle of Pea Ridge," Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XXV (winter, 1947)

p. 315; Edwin C. Bearms, "The Battle of Pea Ridge," Arkansas glislor"I

Quarterly. Vol. XX (Spring, 1961), pp. 82-83; Worten Mianwn Ilathaway
"Brigadier General Stand Watie, Confederate Guerrilla" (Ulnpublibe

Master of Arts Thesis, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, 19616). P."26

to Muriel H. Wright, "General Douglas H. Cooper, C.S.A.." Chros

ctee of Oklahoma, Vol. XXXII (Summer, 1954), p. 197; Abel, The A6'"

can Indian as Participant in the Civil War, p. 29.
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Notwithstanding these difficulties, and contrary to treatystipulations and his own beliefs, Pike responded to Van orn's
orders. After receiving the Trans-Mississippi commander's first
communication, Pike wasted three precious days paying th
Choctaw and Chickasaw troops at Cantonment Davis, locate
across the Arkansas River from Fort Gibson.''I He then marce
to Park Hill on the Illinois River, where he paid McIntosh'
Creek regiment and expected additional Choctaws and Chick.

asaws from Fort Gibson to overtake him. The Creeks' demnanc
for money was apparently a ruse to avoid fighting outside of

Indian Territory; Opothleyahola, the leader of the Federal
Creeks, had informed them that they would be forced to serve
beyond its borders. The Choctaws and Chickasaws, on the
other hand, were willing to fight outside of Indian Territory.
but influenced by merchants to whom they owed money, they
demanded their pay before they would fight. Pike then moved
quickly with Welch's men only, having left the Choctaws, Chick.
asaws, and Creeks behind, to Evansville, Arkansas, on March 3.
The next day Pike overtook Watie's Cherokee regiment at Cin-
cinnati, Arkansas, and on March 6 they caught up with Drew's
Cherokee regiment at Osage Mille, Arkansas. Itter the same day,
Pike and his troops, consisting of 800 Indians and 200 Texans,

met McCulloch's division.12

Van Dorn's army, estimated at 16,000 men, halted at night-
fall on the Bentonville Road, and Van Dorn summoned Mc-
Culloch and Colonel James McIntosh to a conference. It was

decided that a flanking movement would be wiser than a frontal

assault. Curtis had positioned half of his four divisions directly
across Telegraph Road, the main north-south artery between

his army and Van Dorn's. The remaining two divisions were

located near the tiny village of Leetown, a mile and one-half

west of Telegraph Road. Van Dorn realized that Curtis was t-
viting him to make a direct frontal attack against fortified Union
positions overlooking the approaching Confederate army, and he
wisely chose an alternate route. His strategy was to take the

Bentonville Detour, which bypassed Leetown and Pea Ridge to

the northwest and joined Telegraph Road to the rear of Cui

II Fort Gibson was renamed Fort Blunt in July. 18. by the
commander. Colonel William A. Phillips. in honor of him district co""od

igofcrMaoGeea aeG.butThnaeFrWatwdiscontinued soon after the close of the Civil War in 186!i5. For purt-

of clarity. the name Fort Gibson im used throughout this study. VI.12 Pike to Mlaury. March 14. 1862, Official Records, Ser. i. 'el' VO.
pp. 286-292: Pike to Confederate War Department, Mlay 4, 1862, ibid'
X III, pp. 810.823.
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focs Van Domn ordered his troops to move out on the 80 ~.o h aeeeig ac
fo nville Detour at 8:0 pDorn the stame, peeig Marc

men,hitff, puledout fit,

6.ilowed by McCulloch, with Pike and his Indians bringing up
oh rear. The flanking 'movement was slowed by the lack of a

bidge across Little sugar Creek and by trees felled across the

rod by the Union ore on the previous day. Priceinaly

cleared the road abut 6 by on March 7 and g h
Union rear, with McCulloch and Pike still behind. They were

-b this position when thie Ie bodr, from Van Dorn to
cntermarch and advance aantIeonfour and one-hal

miles to the southeast. "

When McCulloch and Pike had marched about one mile
south of the Bentonville Detour, near the southwest face of Pea
Ridge, they were fired upon by a Federal battery of three guns,
supported by five trops of cavalry. The Federals were located
on a small prairie, about 250 yards across, which was bounded
on the west by a fenced field and on the east by a ridge. Dense

undergrowth and tiniber were located in the rear of the battery.

Pike's Indians, carrying the brunt of the artillery attack, took

cover in a wooded area. behind a rail fence running parallel to

the artillery position. Seeing that the artillery, only 300 yards

away, was quickly decimating his cover, Pike ordered his men

at midday to charge the battery. Watie's regiment, dismounted,

and Drew's regiment on horseback led the attack. The Indians,
whooping and screaming, charged through a wooded field, across
an open prairie, and made a frontal assault on the bewildered

Federals. The Indians completely routed the Union cavalry.
captured the three guns, and pursued the fleeing enemy. Two
of Drew's men were killed and one was wounded in the charge
that left between thirty and forty dead Union soldiers around
the guns."i

. Drew's Indians jubilantly rode around the cannons, whoop-
11ng and milling abolt, with no one obeying orders. Drew thus
had lost effective control of his command. Four of the Union
cavaly horses lay dead, and the other had bolted with the
canssons. For this reason Pike was unable to send the captured
guns to the rear, having neither harness nor horses to spare.Whle Drew's Cherokees were occupied with the captured guns,

tie was reconnoitering the surrounding area. He returned intety minutes to inform Pike that a second Federal battery,
eap nted by infantry, was located to the front beyond a

186 Y an Dorn to Bragg, March 27, 1862, Curtis to Mcirean, April 1, il r othWet rns iorclQatryNo.\, p'1.1ty

DD- 28ke to Maury, Mfarch 14, 1862. Official( Records, Ser. 1, Vol. Viii,
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skirt of underbrush. Pike ordered the captured guns to
around in order to fire on the Union forces, but in the conf

OAiohis order was disregarded. Union shells soon fell into the mion
of Drew's Indians and scattered them. As they fled back toth
woods they had earlier charged through, they were ordered byPike to dismount, lead their horses to the rear, and take cov
behind the trees. From their advantageous positions, the Cheror
kees coolly awaited a Federal attack which never materialized
Instead, the Union forces directed a two and one-half houartillery and rifle barrage into the wooded area. At 1:30 par
about one hour after the shelling had commenced, Confederat
cavalry formed to the left and front of the wooded area oc.
cupied by the Indians. Pike dispatched Drew's 500-man regi.
meant to the rear of this formation, where they crossed an open
field and then dismounted near the other edge of the timber.
Meanwhile, a detail headed by Sergeant Major George West of
Watie's regiment took the battery captured earlier into the woods,
where a guard of Cherokees was placed over it. This feat was
accomplished in spite of the heavy Federal shelling, most of
which passed over the guard. Pinned down by the shelling, Pike's
Indians were useless for the rest of the day.

t

About 3:00 p.m. Pike rode past his left flank to check the
ominous silence in that direction, and learned of the deaths of
McCulloch and James McIntosh. Fearing that his left flank

had been turned, he withdrew his forces to a wooded ridge onthe left and behind the open field which the Indians had pre-
viously charged across. The field command of all Confederate
forces in the Leetown area had fallen upon Pike's shoulders with
the deaths of McCulloch and McIntosh. Rumors of a Federal
assault indicated that 7,000 Union infantrymen were massing to
attack the Confederate left flank at Ietown. Even worse, Pike
was uncertain as to where the forces under his command wer'
located, and he was completely out of contact with Van Dorn. Pi
wisely decided to withdraw his forces again, by way ofth
Bentonville Detour and Telegraph Road, and lead thernt

Van Dorn. Watie's regiment was divided and positioned on t
flanks of the withdrawing Confederate force, and Wate's I
diane ably covered the movement. Somehow, word of the w
drawl had not reached Drew's men, and he remained n ha
woods on the battlefield after the rest of Pike's t rooe
withdrawn. When Drew realized his position, he also ,it
and not knowing where Pike had gone, moved to Camp tn
the supply base at the rear, as had some white troops-i

IS Ibid.; Hathaway. "triadier General Stand atie.
0160iketo Maury, March 141. 182, Official Records, Ser. .

pp. 286-292.



OonfederAte Indian Forces Outside of Indian Territory 2

PEA RIDGE

.. 4N DORN

OO KHORN

o ri FIPI TAVE
rILD j WO00ED FIELD TIS

ATES EETOWN

CAMP aj N

STEPHENS 
uT 

ESGA CE

SUGARE CRE

(LeRoy H. Piweber and Jerry GMI)

CONFEDERATE. INDIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE BATLE
OF PEA RIDGE IN ARKANSAS, MARCH 7, 182

5 (THORA 
A

PEA RIDGE

LKHORN TAVERN

~0 COFRATE
" F RAL ?R RETREAT

L EETOWN G° MtTI

ITT Su E

COOPER AND HIS CHOCTAW, CHICKASAW,
AND CREEK COMMAND ARRIVES IN TIME
FOR REAR-GUARD ACTION.

(x)\F(LeRoy H. Fischer and Jerry OWl)

FIEltATE INDIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE BATTLE.
OF PEA RIDGE IN ARKANSAS, MARCH 8, 1882



256 The Chronicles ef Oklahoma

the men under his command reached Van Dorn's headquarters
after dark.tr

Dawn on the morning of March 8 revealed a shift in Federal
and Confederate troops in the Leetown area. They had joined
forces with the rest of their respective armies, which were fac.
ing each other across Telegraph Road near Elk Horn Tavern
Pike's command then consisted only of Watie's First Cherokee
Mounted Volunteer Regiment and Welch's squadron. Pike was
directed by Van Dorn to place Watie's men on two high ridges
located on the flanks of the Southern army, to observe Federal
troop movement and to warn Van Dorn should a flanking ra.
never be attempted. It took Van Dorn only about two hours
on the morning of March 8 to realize that Curtis' men could
not be dislodged. Van Dorn could not have sustained a lengthy
offensive because most of his troops had been without food for
two days and without water for one day. Adding to their physical
exhaustion was the fact that most of the infantry had marched
sixty miles in three days. The major cause of concern for Van
Dorn, however, was the lack of ammunition, which had been left
at Camp Stephens southwest of Isetown. A general withdrawal
was then commenced. Watie requested an order from Pike direct-
ing his removal from Pea Ridge, but when this failed to arrive.

Watie moved his men from the high ridge which he occupied and
hurried to Camp Stephens to the south, where the baggage train
and ammunition were located. It was at this point that Cooper
with his Choctaws and Chickasaws reached the battle area.
Also under Cooper's command were 200 men from the Creekregiment led by Daniel N. McIntosh. These troops met Drew's
Cherokees at Camp Stephens and escorted the retreating Con-
federate supply train to Elm Springs, while Watie and 200 of his
men were detailed to escort the ammunition train from Carp
Stephens to the main army which was expected to meet them at

Elm Springs. When this anticipated meeting failed to materialize.
Watie rejoined the Confederate supply train. At Elm Sprins
the Indians were ordered to accompany their own supply train
to Cincinnati, where they were reunited with Pike and his staff.
who had been searching vainly for several days to loate this
command. From Cincinnati the Indian forces moved back inside
the borders of Indian Territory.'s

Pike and his Indians were much maligned for the Part they
had played in the Battle of Pea Ridge. The most devastating
charge was that the bodies of several Union soldiers had been

1rIbid . I ,
'8 Ibid.; Clifford. "The Indian Rtegiments in the Battle of e

Chronicles of Oklahoma. Vol. XXV, p. 319.
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found on the battlefield "tomahawked, scalped, and . .. shame-

fly mangled."19 Although unsubstantiated, formal protests

e made by Federal officers, and Northern newspapers severe-

y criticized Pike. In partial refutation of the charge, it was

later maintained by the Confederates that Drew's men had com-
mitted these atrocities and that they subsequently fought for

the North. Another criticism of the Indian soldiers was that
they could not be disciplined and that they would not remain in
formation during artillery barrages. To these accusations Pike

niplied that mass formation combat was not the proper use of
Indian troops, and that they were more effective as scouts and
raiders.1

After the Battle of Pea Ridge, Watie and his men returned
to scouting duty on the northern border of the Cherokee Nation,
and it was from this location that he soon moved eastward to
challenge the Federals. On April 25, 1862, Watie's scouts in-
formed him that Union troops were advancing on Elk Mills,
Missouri. With a unit of forty men from his camp on Cowskin
Prairie, Watie moved to that vicinity and awaited reinforce-
ments, which arrived later in the day. With 140 of his own
ten and sixty Missourians under Colonel John T. Coffee of
the Missouri State Guard, Watie then followed the Federals
to Neosho, Missouri. Early the next morning, on April 26, Watie
tried a double envelopment of the Federal forces. While someremained behind to hold the horses, Watie and 125 of his men
dismounted two miles from the Federal camp and stealthily
advanced on foot, completely surprising the Union pickets. With
the attack element decidedly in their favor, Watie's Indians
killed thirty-one Federals, eleven of whom were officers; three
Pnsoners were also taken. When Coffee failed to commence a
simultaneous thrust, the Cherkees were forcd to retreat withtwo killed and five wounded. Major James M. Hubbart and 146
mei of the Federal First Missouri Cavalry Regiment regrouped
and Pushed the Confederate raiders out of camp. Skirmishing
continued until 3:00 p.m., when the Cherokee forces remounted

fell back to Cowskin Prairie within the borders of Indian
Territory Both sides claimed a victory. The Indian soldiers
rved to be more than effective in their first independent

eion and probably would have completely routed the Federal
It had Coffee executed his part of the envelopment move-

Coo per was impressed with Watie's leadership ability and

VIl 19M~nny to Van Dorn. March 0, 1802, Official Records. Ser. 1. Vol.
4 i4. Curtain to Kelton. March 13. 1822, Maury to Curti. Ma rch 1-, 1862
Pp. '1: -i The American Indian as participantt in the t tirit War.
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recommended that Watie be promoted to brigadier general
der to strengthen Confederate Indian troop morale.2: or.

A second engagement near Neosho, on May 1, 1862, pieven more su0e1ful. On April 29 Captain Thomas R.'LiviHed
ston of Watie's command reported that over 200 men of n
Fourteenth Regiment of the Missouri State Militia, comm0a9by Colonel John M. Richardson, were at Granby near Neosh
Watie dispatched Captain Robert C. Parks and 200 men to fiod
and attack the1 Federal. Parks1 and the1 

Cherokee 
cavalry

joined by Coffee and 200 of his men, completely surprised
Richardson's force early on the morning of May 1. Again as
at Neosho on April 26, the Indians dismounted and slipped
past the Federal pickets, using a wooded knoll as a cover. Th
blood-curdling war cries of the Indians unnerved the astonished
Union soldiers and made their horses nearly unmanageable. pe
Federal regiments hastily formed to meet the charge and fired
a random volley, but as soon as Richardson's horse was shot out
from under him, they again became disorganized and fled.
Within ten minutes Watie's Indians, under Parks and Coffee, had
killed or wounded over ten of the Federals and captured fourteen
tents, five wagons and teams, arms, ammunition, commissary
supplies, and all of the baggage. The only Confederate casualty
was one of Coffee's men, who was killed. Richardson was in-
vestigated after this engagement for failure to establish ade-
quate guards. His mistake lay in not posting a picket on the
wooded knoll to the southwest of his camp, for it was overthis hill that Parks and Coffee had approached.22

Watie's engagements with Northern forces had been isolated
skirmishes near the border, wherever contact could be made with
the enemy; but in September of 1862, a concerted effort was
made by Confederate forces to push into southwest Missoun
Into that area Cooper (promoted in rank in the previous month
from colonel to brigadier general) led his Indian forces and four
or five regiments of Texas troops, numbering 7,000 to 8,00
along with several batteries of artillery. From 011000 Mil,
Missouri, he moved northward by way of Pineville in order to
join forces with Southern troops led by Coffee, Colonel Jose
0. Shelby, Colonel Jeremiah V. Cockrell, and Brigadier Gene
James E. Rains. Within supporting distance of each other, the
forces commenced a northward thrust and occupied Nosh'

21 Watle to Cooper. April 27. 1862: Hubbard to Curtie. Maoy 2. 62
Cooper to Van Dorn. May 6, 1862, Official Records. Vol. 0111.Pp
62. 823-821. 1062

22 Watie to Cooper, June 1. 1862. Mill to Brown. June •3 0ibid., pp. 02-05; Hathaway. "Brigadier General Stand W1atie. '°" 0er
Guerrilla," p. 30; Britton, The Union Indian Brigade in he a r'

p. 64.
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ranby, and Newtonia. By occupying southwest Missouri, theSuthern troops were able to recruit men and to control the

rtile granaries in Newton and McDonald counties. The mills
tese counties supplied grain, flour, and meal for the
ederate soldiers.

Northern forces, realizing the importance of this area, were
nnined to push the Confederates back into Arkansas as

as possible. Three Federal brigades under the command
of Colonel William Weer, Colonel William F. Cloud, and Briga-
dier General Frederick Solomon occupied defensive positions
fror Sarcoxie, Missouri, to the Kansas line. The stalemate in
southwest Missouri was finally ended when a portion of the

Union forces moved toward Newtonia, occupied by a part of
Cooper's command.

On the morning of September 30, Federal troops attacked
the Confederates at Newtonia with infantry and artillery. The
Union forces outnumbered Colonel Tresevant C. Hawpe's Texas
regiment and Major J. M. Bryan's Cherokee battalion, but as
the fighting continued, Confederate units in the immediate
vicinity arrived at intervals to reinforce the Newtonia contingent.
A battery of two guns under the command of Captain Joseph
Bledsoe returned the Federal's fire. This battery was supported
by Bryan's and Hawpe's men, who were posted behind a stone
fence. Cooper and Colonel A. M. Alexander, enroute to Granby
when they heard the firing, immediately joined in the action.
Alexander's regiment was located to the right of Bledsoe's bat-tery, behind the stone fence. Bryan was on the left, and Hawpe'stun occupied a stone barn in the center. On their first onslaught,
the Federals gained the edge of the village, and sharpshooters

haasdthe Confederate battery, forcing it to fall back afterit had expended its ammunition. The Union cavalry, upon see-
n the battery retire, immediately began moving up, but Bledsoeted his guns about 150 yards to the rear. This move bluffed
advancing cavalry into thinking the batteries were going toopen up again, and it retired.
A charge was next ordered against the Union infantry,

t was advancing. Hawpe's men checked the Federal move-
ttwer Strcd to fall back behind the stone fence again
t tof intense combined artillery and small arms fire. At

ois lnt Lieutenant Colonel Tandy Walker and the First
la tad Chickasaw tttgimenst dramsaticaly etited ttevlt ulgallop tnd, screamsing tnd whoosping, tngagtd

t. Walker's fierce charge reeled the Federals back. Then

PP. 0-80 Wriht,"Genralougas H. Cooper, C.S.A.,"0,,'laof OAom Voo.. , l. XXXI, pp. -10.
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a flanking movement by part of Shelby's Missouri brigade
by Lieutenant Colonel B. Frank Gordon, who had just ar
forced a precipitate Union retreat. Colonel J. G. Stevens'
meant from Granby arrived in time to help pursue the n
Federals three miles until heavy reinforcements were eneoutermed. -

Cooper during this interval had been further reinforced byColonel Beal G. Jean's Missouri cavalry and Captain Sylvan,
Howell's four-gun battery, positioned at a graveyard on thnorth side of Newtonia. An artillery duel ensued between
Howell's battery and Northern artillery located one mile north
of the graveyard. The Federal infantry assault on the center had
been repulsed, and then the Union cavalry on the left was di,.
perused by Bledsoe's battery, which had been resupplied. While
the artillery was dominating the action, two Union Indian and
Kansas mounted regiments slipped through heavy brush on
Cooper's right flank. Again, just at the right moment for the
Confederates, reinforcements arrived, this time Lieutenant Col-
onel Simpson N. Folsom and his Choctaws. Folsom and his men
rode through a cornfield and surprised the Federal regiments
attempting to flank the Southerners. The Union artillery opened
up again, and under the cover of this fire, units of infantry ad-
vanced and fierce fighting once again raged on all sides. Fol-
som's Choctaws successfully repulsed the Union cavalry flanking
attack, and the Northern infantry assault on Cooper's center was
stopped by artillery. The momentum of the battle swung to the
Confederates, and by nightfall they had pushed the Union
forces three miles out of Newtonia to a woods. A Union battery.

placed across the woods, received several direct hits from How-
ell's battery. The Federals fled through the woods, abandoning
wagons which became wedged among the trees. The Union "
treat continued to Sarcoxie, twelve miles north of Newtom.2'

The engagement at Newtonia, which had been fought on
and off all day on September 30, 1862, was a credit to the Con
federated Indian forces. Bryan's Cherokee battalion had b
under fire nearly all day. Walker and his Choctaw-Chicks
regiment turned the tide with a thundering charge in h o
general engagement, and then Simpson N. Folsom and hisraot
taw regiment supplied the impetus for the final Confest-
counterattack. The Confederates had only twelve killed,
three wounded, and three missing during the whole ao
Bryan had three wounded; Walker had three killed ,

0 Weer to Blunt, October 1, 1862. Cooper to BoIta. October
Walker to Cooper. October 2. 1862, Official Records. ser. i. vol er'l

288. 286-301, 302: Cunningham, General Srand Warie's Confrdr

dians, p. 77.
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wounded, and one missing; and Folsom had three killed
six wounded. and

Although the day had been carried by the Confederates
Federals met heavy reinforcements, regrouped, and returned oOctober 4. During the night of October 3, 1862, Union f
under the direct command of Curtis, had approached Newtonia
in three columns. Curtis, who had been promoted in March of
1862 to major general, was also commander of the Departmen
of Missouri. The Confederates had scattered their forces e
a wide area following the first engagement at Newtonia, and
lacked time to regroup. Shelby, however, attacked the advance
guard of one Federal column on the Jollification Road, and
Lieutenant Colonel M. W. Buster, with his battalion and Bryan's
First Cherokee Battalion, skirmished with the Federals near
Shoal Creek on the Sarcoxie and Granby Road. These encoun-
ters merely slowed the Federal advance, and did not give Coopertime to march with the First Choctaw and Chickasaw Regiment

to Newtonia. Colonel Sampson Folsom and the First Choctaw
Regiment remained at Camp Coffee near Big Spring to guard the
supply train and to observe the Federal troop movement on the
Jollification and Cassville roads.

When Cooper reached a point about three miles south of
Newtonia, he found that Shelby had already evacuated New-
tonic and was guarding the retreating supply trains traveling
south on the Pineville Road. Simpson N. Folsom and a portion
of the Choctaw and Chickasaw regiment drove the Federal ad-
vance guard back to Newtonia, which the main Union army was
just entering. The remainder of Cooper's command was with-
drawn and concealed in the timber along the Pineville Road.
The Federals, suspecting an ambush, formed on the prairie be-

tween Newtonia and the timber and shelled the woods for hours.
But Cooper remained concealed in the timber out of effective
artillery range and then retreated south after he was joined by
Captain Sampson Ioering's company of the First Choctaw and
Chickasaw Regiment. Lowering had been dispatched to Camt
Coffee to bring back stragglers and to locate Sampson Folsor,
but Folsom and his men had left Camp Coffee earlier and we'e
on the Pineville Road ahead of the supply train. Cooper, after
the return of Loering, rnarched to Dog Hollow, four miles nr
of Pineville, and spent the night. During the next day, Octb
5, Cooper continued the march to White Rock Prairie, ou
of Pineville.

On the night of October 7, 1862, the Federals attacked
Confederate pickets near Pineville, and Rains ordered COOPr

25 Cooper to Rains, October 2, 1862, Official Records. Ser. 1, V'

X1II, pp. 296-301.
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to move the supply trains down to Mud Town, Arkans

way of Bentonville. The train headed south at midnigh,f

lowed by the rest of Coopers command the next day
heavy rain storm. Cooper caught up with his train at Mua
Town and rnet Rains the next morning at Cross Hollows I
was decided that Shelby would remain at Cross Hollows
Cooper would move to Elm Springs to await further Fede
movements. After consultation with Rains on October 14 and
15, Cooper was ordered to invade southeast Kansas and sei
Fort Scott; at the same time, his command was considerably
weakened by the detachment of the regiments of Alexander.
Stevens, Hawpe, and T. C. Bass, and Busters battalion. Coope
began preparations for a move on Fort Scott with his small force
of Indians and Howell's battery. The drive into Missouri had
been deterred and a new strategy had been devised. The Texas
and Arkansas troops of the Confederates in the future would be
deployed against the Federals advancing from Missouri, and the
Indians could in the meantime outflank the combined Union

forces, do considerable damage in Kansas, and divert Union
troops from western Arkansas.26

In accordance with this plan, Cooper marched his fore to
the vicinity of Maysville, Arkansas, where he was to nite
forces with Watie and Sampson Folsom. Although joined by
Lieutenant Colonel Chilly McIntosh and his Creek battalion.
Cooper learned upon reaching Maysville that Watie and most
of his men were scouting near Evansville, Arkansas, and that
Sampson Folsom and his men, contrary to orders, were in the
vicinity of Cincirmati, Arkansas. Since Daniel N. McIntosh's

Creek regiment had failed to receive orders informing it of
Cooper' plans, Cooper made an effort to contact McIntosh.
It was while Cooper was attempting to organize his troops that
he learned of the approach of Federal troops under the omrnand
of Brigadier General James G. Blunt. Cooper's forcs were at-
tacked on the morning of October 22, 1862, by a larger forC
and compelled to retreat from the Fort Wayne area ju
Indian Territory. With Cooper's retreat went the hopes ofN

v-ding Kansas, and this decisive engagement placed the Fedr
troops on the offensive in Indian Territory. The Sou
Indians had been driven out of Missouri and Arkansas. and te
plans for entering Kansas had also been curtailed. Cnfeders

26 Cooper to Newton. October 25. 18162, Cooper to Hindlmn~i.
15, 1862, ibid., Ser. i. Vol. XIII, pp. 331-330 ; Wright, "General tb

11. Cooper, C.S..\;" The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XXXI1. p-
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(Oklma Historieal Societr)
COLONEL CHILLY McINTOSHininanding a Creek battalion, McIntosh frequently supported Con.

Inldian thrums under Brigadier General Douglas H. Cooper into
westent Arkanxss and southwestern Missouri.



288 The Chronicles of Oklohoma

Indiana were never again able to mount a major offensive agaisFederal troops in Indian Territory or along the border.v

Following the engagement at Fort Wayne, Cooper led hitroops south into the heart of the Choctaw Nation, where thwintered at Skullyville. Watie was still needed as a scout iwestern Arkansas, however, and after the initial retreat he Wordered on December 3, 1862, by Major General Thomas
Hindman, commander of the Trans-Mississippi area, to pry
to the Evansville area and establish communications with the
Confederate pickets on the Line Road. Watie and about 400
men arrived at Peyton Springs, Arkansas, five miles from Evans.
Ville, just after dark on December 5. On this march Watie's
men had minor skirmishes with Union Indians near Dwight
Mission and killed several. Scouts sent by Watie into Evans.
ville reported seeing a Federal force leaving, but no Confederate
pickets. Bypassing Evansville, Watie moved to Dutch Mills.
Arkansas, discovered Federal pickets there, and learned that
Union troops were in force at Cane Hill.

Knowledge of a superior number of troops in the vicinity

caused Watie to retire down Lee's Creek, five miles south of
Peyton Springs, where he met Simpson N. Folsom, a company
of Texas Rangers, and a detachment of Bryan's Cherokee bat-
talion under Captain 

John 
Miller, all from Fort Coffee in the

Choctaw Nation. On Sunday, December 7, a scout under Watie's
personal command was sent to the Line Road looking for Con--

federate pickets, and finding none, Watie camped at Peyton
Springs. On December 8, Watie's combined forces took pos-

ession of Dutch Mills. Being out of touch with other Co-
federate units in the area, Watie sent Captain J. W. Wells to
communicate with Hindman, who was supposed to be in the
vicinity of Cane Hill. On the same day, leaving a company at
Dutch Mills, Watie moved his camp closer to the Cheroke
Arkansas line. There he learned on December 10 that a surpre
attack on his camp was planned by Federal Indiana located at
Manus, ten miles away. This strategy was reversed when Watie
routed the Federals in their camp early the next 2rn ng nd
drove them into the hills. Watie's men killed three and wou22
one of the Federals. Finally, Watie received news of the Battle
of Prairie Grove and learned that the Federal supply tra

27 Cooper to Hindman, December 15. 1862, Official Records. "e"r.

Vol. XIII, pp. 332.33; Berney King Neal, Jr., "Federal Asena
Indian Territory, 1862-1863" (Unpublished Master of Arts Thesigadier
home State University, Stillwater, 19661), p. 03; Hathaway.' CharAleo
General Stand Watle, Confederate Guerrilla," pp. 43--16 lorry 'r

Rtampp, "The Twilight of the Confederacy in Indian Territory.,.ri,

1865" (Unpublished Master of Arts Thesis, Oklahoma State StlwtrU188,p.2.5
8222222er 29822 pp22. 22225. 2 8682.2.4-2222 2
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da he had hoped to intercept had travelled on a different
than the one covered by him. On December 12, Watie was

rd by Cooper to return to Indian Territory, and Simpson N.

Folsom retired to Fort Coffee, also in Indian Territory."

Th year 1863 was disillusioning for the Confederate n-

- Their once bountiful land was by then scarred from thesyood-earth policy engaged in by the combatants as first one

,ide gained possession and then the other. Confederate prospects
in Indian Territory were as unfavorable as the land. By the
middle of 1863, Union military power was supreme north of

the Arkansas River and threatened to push the Southern Indan«
to the Red River. Indian troop morale was further damaged by
the failure of the Confederacy in several respects to uphold its
treaty promises to its Indian allies. Watie strongly condemned
Confederate treatment of the Indians and heatedly asserted that
Indian Territory had been hopelessly abandoned by the Rich-
mond government.

1
9

In spite of heartbreaking sorrows and nearly insurmountable
odds, the Southern Indians continued to fight outside of Indian
Territory in a cause they chose as their own. In 1863 the Indian
forces changed their tactics, turning more and more to guerrilla
activity, the only effective rnethod of harassment left open to
them. Early in 

June 
of 1863, Watie slipped across the Arkansas

River near Greenleaf Prairie under the cover of darkness, ac-opanied by Colonel L M. Martin's Fifth Texas Partisan
Rangers. They sped through Park Hill and Tahlequah, leaving
bunting houses in their wake. After Tahlequah the raiding party
separated, with Martin heading for Evansville, Arkansas, and
Watie with 400 men sweeping along the Arkansas border past
Maysville and into southwest Missouri. Watie's cavalry raid was
Nerinted when he was pushed out of the area by Major J. A.
Ponnan and the Third Indian Home Guard Regiment. 'lhe
chase was continued by contingents from Fort Gibson who nearly
traPped Watie against the rising waters of the Arkansas Rive,

he was able to ford the river and elude his pursuers. Watieost three men, but in the process curtailed Union troop

XX 'atie to Cooper, December 19, 1862. Official Records, Ser. i. Vol.
lndo -,• PP. 66.67; Cunningham, General Stand Warie's Confederate

10 90orri L. Wardell, A Political History of the Cherokee Nation,

Aon 
eD (Noour n University of Oklahoma Press. 908), pp. 170.176;

0bo0, "Soe Refugee of the 00Cherokee Nation," Bourkwcesern
lQuarterly, Vol. XXXV (April, 1992), pp. 25-266.
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BRIGADIER GENERAL STAND WATIF

Throughout the Civil War Watie operated with his C`onfed"l era M.

forces in western Arkansas, southwest liissouri. and southesast ue

At the Battle of Pea Ridge in Arkansas. Watie's Cherokees roedrlcvlyuiancatrdahregnhtey
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gtivi7y and forced the Union commanders to nploy extra

2222for guard duty at strategic locations.22

As Watie made more and more raids above the Arkansas

.e confused Federals reported him as far north as Fort Scott,

s, in operations with William C. Quantrill, 212 Confederate2
be r guerr2illa.Thus Watie was 2 alsobecoing alegend. 02

b rgerila.hstWtewsasbcmigalgn.n noeain0,of his excursions outside of Indian Territory, he moved into

8822ri in December, 1863, causing panic among the Federal
trooPs- Commanding 300 men, he succeeded in eluding Union
forces on the Barren Fork Creek in the Cherokee Nation and

poured into Arkansas. He skirmished with Federal cavalry
under the command of Foreman on December 20 and 21 below
Cane Hill, Arkansas. Watie then broke contact and duped the
Northern forces around Cane Hill into thinking he had re-
treated across the Arkansas River. However, on December 23,
he was sighted moving north near Cincinnati. From there he
raced into southwest Missouri, where he greatly aggravated
Federal troops. By December 24 Watie had retuned to Indian

Territory, leaving a few men behind along the Cherokee-Arkansas
border to move Southern families below the Arkansas River."
Brigadier General William Steele, the Confederate commander
of Indian Territory in 1863, failed to see, as did many other
Confederate generals, the value of these small encounters. "I
have just received your note relative to Stand Watie," Steeleoplained to Cooper. "A ... full correspondence is absolutely
necessary .... You do not now advise me of Colonel Watie's
force, or his object, or when he left, or when he is expected
beck."'T The object of these raids was not to hold territory or
to kill large numbers of Federals, but to neutralize their superior-ity i the Indian Territory area by causing them to employ large
nurnbers of men as scouts and escorts.

BY the fall of 1863, Northern forces had gained control
ofthe Mississippi and Arkansas rivers and had divided the

South. The Confederate Trans-Mississippi West was then ef-

24222Steele to Cooper. June 11. 18. Phillips to Bl:t, June 6, 188,
22r2 to Sehofield. June 10, 183. Official Records. Ser. i22. .XXI.

PP.82,605. 310-311. 32130; Fwin C. Bear . "Genes2 W7iam2 Steele
2 2o Hold On2o Northwest Arkan.aa," Arkansas 2urorical Quarterly,.
11.\ e 2Sprin2, 196o. 2 pp. 82-83; Hlathaway, "Brigaer General Stand

2Confederate Guerrilla," pp. 145.2. 80iinan to Phbillip, December 23. 18. Offie727 Records. Ser. i.
2Iarri - 1• pp. 781-783. Burnett to Ewing. \ member 28. 122c2.

286;2n t2T22t22.Decembe 21. 186, Sanborn 22 To:7, Decbe 2 322227.46, Totton to E2ing. December 22, 1863. ii., Pt. 2. pp. 272223,
t 2 1. 768-769. 754; Abel. The American India& as Participant in

2. 2 to Cooper, June 11, 186, Official Records. Ser. I. Vol. XXII,
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festively separated from the eastern half of the ConfeStates and its nerve center, Richmond, Virginia. Major Ge
Henry W. Halleck, General-in-Chief of the Federal armies ral
ing to further divide the Confederate states, ordered a lare
scale campaign against the Confederate states of Arkansas,
siana, and Texas. This involved a two-pronged attack on Shy
port, Louisiana, and was known as the Red River Campaign
The southern portion of the coordinated attack was led by
Brigadier General Nathaniel P. Banks, who moved up fro
southern Louisiana. The Arkansas movement started on March
23, 1864, when Major General Frederick Steele moved out of
Little Rock with 9,000 troops. Nine days later, south of Arkadel.phia, Steel's army was joined by 5,000 troops from Fort Smith.
Brigadier General John M. Thayer was in command of these

forces.)33

As these events were unfolding, there was feverish activity
among the Confederate leaders in the Trans-Mississippi West
to devise an adequate defense against this Union juggernaut.
Price, the commander of the District of Arkansas, and lieutenant
General Edmund Kirby-Smith, the commander of the Depart-
ment of the Trans-Mississippi, requested support from Indian
Territory. However, Brigadier General Samuel Bell Maxey, com-
manding the Department of Indian Territory, refused to order
Indian troops to leave Indian Territory unless their permission
was first obtained. He was also concerned about leaving most of

his jurisdiction defenseless by pulling all of his troops into the
Laynesport or Fulton area on the Red River in Arkansas as

ordered by Kirby-Smith. From this position Maxey could sup-
posedly guard the Red River and be ready to help repel n
invasion from Arkansas or Loauisiana."4

Price on April 12, 1864, suggested that Maxey move al1 of
his available forces to Washington, Arkansas. Maxey complied
by moving with his Texas brigade, under the leadership of -
onel Richard M. Gano, to the contested area by way of Laynes'
port. Walker's Second Indian Brigade voted to fight outside
of Indian Territory and joined Maxey in Arkansas on April 13.
The First Indian Brigade under Watie remained in India

Territory to protect it from invasion.35

Ira Don IRichards, "The Battle of Poison Spring," Arkansas etorical Quarterly. Vol. XVIII (Winter, 1959). p. 338.
1 Maxey to .ee, January 17, 186., Cunningham to M7e2. Prd

12, 1864, Cunningham to M1axey, Mlarch 20, 1804., Cunningham to 5r

March 20, 1804. Mlaxey to Anderson, Mlarch 22, 1804, O11lidal 10

Ser. I, Vo. XXXIV, Pt. 2, pp. 882-883, 1038-1030, 102, 1 , 1070
35 Maxey to Kirby-Smith, April 3. 1804, Maxey to Bogg"• 22.1

186, Maxey to 7oggs. April 14, 1874, ibid., Pt. 3. pp. 728-7- 5.7022706; Williamson to Maxey, April 28, 18764 ibid., Pt. 1. P 2272
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After joining forces with Thayer, Frederick Steele moved
to Prairie de'Ane, and instead of continuing south, marched
rapidly to Camden, a Confederate stronghold twenty-three miles
to the east. Taking advantage of the momentary confusion on
April 13, Price employed Maxey's Indians against Steele's rear
guard. Maxey and Brigadier General James Fagan's units, com.
handed by Price, crashed into the Federal's rear guard, led by
Thayer. The Union troops, posted in a skirt of timber near

Moscow, had ten pieces of artillery. Price charged the position
and, after initial success, was thrust back. During the severe
cannonade, Walker's Second Indian Brigade withstood the wither.
ing barrage and did not break formation or withdraw until or-
dered to do so."6

Following this skirmish near Prairie de'Ane, Frederick Steele
occupied Camden and sent a forage train to Poison Spring to

gather corn and any other feed that could be located. Maxey
bivouacked near Woodlawn, where he was informed of the pres-

ence of the Federal forage train. Maxey's division, composed of
Gano's brigade, led by Colonel Charles DeMorse in Gano's ab-

sence, and Walker's Second Indian Brigade, was ordered to march
to Iee's farm on the Camden and Washington Road. This move-
ment placed Maxey ten miles from Camden and between Steele

and his foraging party. Maxey arrived at Lee's farm about 9:00

a.m. on April 18, 1864, and conferred with Brigadier General

John S. Marmaduke. Maxey, the ranking general, was informed
by Marmaduke of the situation and collaborated with him and
Brigadier General William L. Cabell on a plan of attack. The

Federal train of 200 wagons was located on high ground, strung

out in an east-west direction. Marmaduke's division was located

on the right of the Confederate position, blocking the road on

the east to Camden; Cabell's division was in the center; Maxey 's
division was on the left near the west end of the train. Walker's

brigade, with Gano's forces on its immediate right, was concealed
in heavy brush on the extreme left flank of the Confederates. This

left wing actually curved around the Union right flank, and

Walker's men were located nearly behind the Federals. The

Federal wagon train was protected by about 1,100 men from

Thayer's Frontier Division, and nearly half of these were from

the First Kansas Colored Infantry Regiment.

The plan of attack called for Maxey to press forward first

on the right flank of the Union forces. This movement com-

menced about 10:00 a.m., but Colonel James M. Williams, the

commanding officer of the Federals, had become aware of the

76 Price to lioggs,. May. 1864, Williamoon to Maxey, April 'S".am

ibid., pp. 779-784, F45; Abel. The American Indian as l'articipant in ..c

Civil War, pp. 357-358; Alwyn Biarr, "Confederate Artillery in Akrkann-'

Arkansas Historical Quarter/y. Vol. XXII (Fall. 19(63), pp. 26.5-'IW
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cets of troops on hsright flansk ansd offered stiffresstc.
Ps Federalsin front of Walker occupied a wooded rasiste b-

an open field and the wagon train. Walker's two regiments
y lieutenant Colonel James Riley, with 300 men, and

Colonel Simpson N. Folsom, with 380 men, advanced from the

Wrber to the open field but were forced back by a galling fire:

At this moment, Capain William B. Krumbhaar's artillery
from Maxey's division opened up in conjunction with Captain
W. M. Hughey's battery in Marmaduke's division. This scathing
fire enabled Maxey's division to charge across the open field

and drive the Union forces on the right flank out of the ravine
and back to the wagons, where the Federals regrouped. After
about twenty minutes of savage fighting, the Federals again
broke rank, but behind Ioe's plantation made a futile attempt
at organized resistance Even though the temptation was great
for the hungry Choclis and Chickasaws under Walker to stop
and feed off the captured train, they relentlessly pursued the
fleeing Federals for several miles.

In turning the Federal right flank, Walker's men not only
made the Union position untenable, but they captured a battery
of four guns looted a few yands behind the train. This Con-
federate victory at Poison Spring also netted 200 teams and
wagons heavily loaded with corn. Federal casualties included
700 killed, wounded, and missing. The Confederates had thirty
killed, eighty-eight wounded, and ten missing. Walker's Second
Indian Brigade sustained only minor losses, with four killed
and seven wounded)?

While Maxey, the commander of the Confederate forces in
Indian Territory, was participating in the Camden expedition,
a guerrilla raid, led by Colonel William Penn Adair of Watie's
brigade, kept Federal troops occupied along the Indian Territory
border. On this thrust, Adair commanded 325 Cherokees, Creeks,
Chickasaws, and Seminoles. He broke camp near Willaby on
April 19, 1864, forded the Arkansas River several miles below
Fort Gibson, and pushed rapidly through the Federal occupied
Cherokee 

Nation. As Adair moved northward between the Illinois
and Grand rivers, he was intercepted by Union forces. Trapped
between the two rivers, swollen by spring rains, and the Federals,

37 Maxey to nelton. April 23. 1WW. Walker to Ochiltree, April 19,

•84 IeMlorse to Ochil:ree, April 21, 18(W, Williams to Whitten. April4.H Official Recor. Ser. i. Vol. XXXIV, Pt. 1, pp. 841.844. 849,hIN. 743746: sritta. The 'nion Indian Birigade in the Ciil War,11"32-M73 parr. "l'or.'iernte Artillery- in Arkansas." Arkansas Ilistori.Quarterly, Vol. XXII. pp. 267-268; Richards. "The Battle of Poison
nr." Arkansa Itlirs-scal Quarterly. Vol. XV1iI, pp. 341.349: Itampp,

e Tilight iof the Confederacy inI n t 6 5
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Adair barely managed to cross the Illinois River below Tal
quah. As he swung eastward into Arkansas, Federal conunamd'
attempted to guess his destination. Reports had him convergingon Bentonville, Maysville, and Pineville in Arkansas, and finallyon Neosho, Missouri. West of Bentonville, Adair decided to again
extend his raid northward. A partial reason for this was eabundance of grass on the border produced by recent spring
rains. This supply of grass assured the Southern cavalry offadequate feed for their thin ponies, and enabled them to con.
tinue their extraordinary scouting raid.

By April 30, Adair had divided his Indians into small
scouting parties in northwest Arkansas near Maysville and below
Pineville. He moved along the Cherokee-Missouri border in early
May to Cowskin Prairie, and from there he eluded Northern

cavalry by retreating across the Grand River, which had subsided
by that time. The gray ghost next appeared ten miles northeast
of Maysville on May 8, when he seemingly popped up out of

nowhere to engage the bewildered Federals. But at 11:00 p.m.
on May 13, Adair and 125 of his men were surprised in camp
on Spavinaw Creek in Arkansas by Major Milton Burch of the
Eighth Cavalry Regiment of the Missouri State Militia. Adairs
raiders were forced to flee, leaving behind twenty-two horses, ten
stands of arms, saddles, and several items of clothing such a
pants, hats, and boots. Following the near disaster on Spavinaw
Creek, Adair collected his men and struck L mar, Missouri, on
May 20, 1864. The nimble raiders quickly penetrated to the
heart of the city, but after five minutes of savage street fighting
they were forced to withdraw."

When Adair finally returned his forces to Confederate ter-
ritory in late May, he had spent over a month behind enemy
lines. In length the raid was one of the most significant carried
on along the border, but its results were less easily distinguish-
able. The length of the raid proved the vulnerability of Federal
defenses along the border, a fact which would later be exploited
by Watie. Adair was able to locate and report enemy troop lo

t Cooper to Maxey. April 2. 184. Adair to oatie. April 17. Itt
Gallaher to Kaufman. April 23, 18H. Curtis to Rosecrans. April 20"1 i.
Sanborn to Burch. April 26. 18t, Curtis to McKean. Apri 2. 1
Blair to Hampton. April 27. 18H. Sanborn to Greene. April 2.16

Phillips to Curtis. April 28. 1864. Harrison to Sanborn. SAYr 14

Sanborn to Rosecrans. May 2. 1864. Curtis to Rtose-crans. MAY 1`
Sanborn to Greene. May 4, 1864. Official Records, Ser. i. -'l \X

Pt. 3. pp2.7.tt ott-77 t. 32 .2 313. 328, 328.329. 4W. 414
440-1. 443; Cosgrove to Shelly, May 7. 1t14. Blair to Mcet n.0
1864, Burch to the Adjutant-General. Springfield. Mlissouri. MIay 4ii.

Blair to McKean, May 20. 18(M. Blair to McKean. May 21.1 IN
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(Oklahoma Historkcal Boeletr)

COLONEL WILLIAM PENN ADAIR

the s. rin of 18in64ea Adair led ann hws spectacular Amonth-long Confederatey rid ehid Fderl lnesin ortwes Aransas and southwest
!iurl- Iia unit consisted of 325 Cherokees, Creeks, Chickasaws, and

Reminoles.
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cations to Maxey, while Fort Gibson and Fort Srnith
harassed, Union communications were disrupted, civiliansV
frightened, and Northern troop morale was damaged r

The constant movement of cavalry forces within Indian Trritory and near its borders was hard on horses, and both Uno
and Confederate forces were always in need of fresh ronts
Captain William H. Shannon of Cooper's First Indian Brigd
was sent by Maxey in early July, 1864, to southwest Missur
and northern Arkansas to secure fresh mounts, and to contc
Shelby. Shannon crossed the Arkansas River about twenty-five
miles above Fort Gibson and the Grand River at Caney's Ferry,
Nine days after he left the Choctaw Nation he entered luis
souri ten miles above the Arkansas state line. Shannon proved
south into Arkansas, looking unsuccessfully for horses. At Cane
Hill, learning that Shelby was in Batesville recruiting, he dis.

patched a message to him. While awaiting a reply, Shannon

ascertained that a large Union refugee wagon train was moving

from Van Buren, Arkansas, into the Cane Hill area, and he set
up plans to ambush it. Even though Shannon did not capturethe train, he managed to burn several of the wagons, kill ten
of the Federals, and escape without casualties. Continuing south
along the Wire Road in western Arkansas, Shannon heard of
another Federal wagon train, less heavily defended. It reached

him on August 25, about five miles south of Iee's Creek. Shan.
non dismounted half of his men and placed them on the road

directly in the path of the train; the other half remained mounted

and concealed along the road in the rear of the train. 'The traP
worked perfectly. The Federal soldiers, not suspecting that ene-

my troops lay to their rear, charged Shannon's men on the rood.

When the trap was sprung from behind, only seventeen of the

sixty-two Union men escaped. The rest perished in the brief

but deadly engagement. Having secured what supplies they could

carry, Shannon's men returned to Camp Corser in the Choctaw

Nation.l9

The closest the Confederate Indians came to amassing on

offensive after the Missouri drive in 1862 was the dernonst

tions against Fort Smith in July and August of 1864. a
maintained that the only hope for the Confederate cause morn

dian Territory was the harassment of Fort Gibson and -ort

Smith.+ If the Federals could be forced to withdraw from wee

Auu31.

19 Shannon to Cooper, August 26, 1864. Mazey to 11 KK -iq.tl

1864. Official Records, Ser. i, Vol. XLI, Pt. 2,. 86- T rritory.

Rtampp, "'The Twilight of the Confederacy in Indian Terwy

4 0 Mlaxey to Anderson, January 12, 1864, Official Records, $r .1

XXXIV, Pt. 2, pp. 856-858.
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both of these positions, their hold on Indian Territory would

considerably weakened. Maxey believed that he might be
b toforce Thayer into thinking that these forts were un-

ab7e because their supply lines could be easily disrupted. The
available means of accomplishing this were by directly

ning the forts with invasion or by cutting their supply
lae and slowly strangling them to death. The feasibility of

latter was demonstrated by the phenomenal success of Watie

-capturg the J. R. Williams, a steamship carrying $120,000
of supplies from Fort Smith to Fort Gibson by way of

the Arkansas River. Another coup by Watie, with the help of
Gan, was the capture of a $1,500,000 Federal train, consisting

of 200 wagons, at Cabin Creek, enroute from Fort Scott. This
train was also carrying supplies for Fort Gibson.4

In the summer of 1864 Maxey assigned Cooper the task of
threatening Fort Smith. In July Cooper moved to the vicinity

of the fort and sent several scouts to check the area for Union
for. On July 26 the Confederates discovered that Union caval-ry troops were located near the fort in Arkansas. Cooper dis-
patched a detachment of 1,500 men under Gano to rout the
Federal outside of the fort. Gano, in addition to the men fromhis own Texas brigade, had Indians under Lieutenant Colonel
Simpson N. Folsom and Lieutenant Colonel Jackson McCurtain.
At 6:00 a.m. on July 27, Gano's forces charged Captain David
Mefford's battalion of the Sixth Kansas Cavalry Regiment on
Masard Prairie, located in Arkansas five miles south of Fort
Smith. Mefford's troops, serving as an outpost for Thayer's
forces lomated inside the fort, were completely surprised. Due to
the lack of feed, the Federal mounts were allowed to graze on
the open prairie early every morning. At the moment of attack,
hefford's horses, grazing three-quarters of a mile to the south-"et of camp, stampeded before a detail could be sent for them.
Mefford, a veteran fighter, regrouped his confused men and
fought off several assaults as he slowly retreated in the direction

ofFort Smith. However, the Confederate Indians and Texans,
rng in two columns, outflanked the dismounted cavalrymen
finally encircled them. Gano captured 127 Federals and

mDtelled them to run several miles to prevent their being freed
Py a ief column from Fort Smith. Besides those captured, the

ty-salforces had eleven killed and twenty wounded. Gano hadawnt-i men wounded and nine killed. Additional fruits of
o were 200 Sharps rifles, 400 six-shooters, a number of

and carnp equipage. Thayer was unable to pursue the

I1l l'. "The Twilight of the Confederacy in Indian Territory,
PP. 88-92. 128-1 39.
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(oklahoma owl t* W0
LIEUTENANT COLONEL JACKSON MIcCURTAIN

As a preliminary move in the 18(H siege of Fort Smith, sicCurtaM"F e

talion of Choctaws helped rout a regiment of Federal cavalry o ~dn
Prairie five miles south of the fort. In this brief engagement12

were captured.
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Confederate raiders due to a lack of fresh mounts, and he was

raid to dispatch more troops from the fort, which was already

eaklY defended."

Encouraged by Confederate success on Massard Prairie.
cooper moved on Fort Smith on July 30, 1864. All of the units

at Massard Prairie were again present, and this time Watie and

all his men were involved. Fort Smith was approached from the

south in two columns. Gano with McCurtain's battalion of Choc-
tswa proceeded to Massard Prairie, while Simpson N. Folsom and
Watie, under the personal command of Cooper, moved toward

Fort Smith on the main road. Watie was ordered to attack Union
pickets in front of the fort, and he accomplished this by sending
Colonel James M. Bell and the First Cherokee Regiment along

the main road and by positioning Adair and the Second Chero-
kee Regiment on the Wire Road to the left. Bell and Adair
routed the Federal pickets and chased them to their entrench-

nents near Fort Smith. This action aroused the Federals from
their lethargy, and their infantry, supported by artillery, ad-
vanced on the main Fort Smith road in front of their fortifica-tions. Massing to repulse the Union infantry, Watie and Adair
joined Bell on the main road; with the timely arrival of Gano'a

column, Cooper's forces were able to drive the Federals back
to their fortifications. The remaining minutes of daylight were
wasted in an artillery duel. Fearful that his position was too
precarious to be maintained after dark, Cooper ordered a with-
drawal to Indian Territory, thus ending the brief siege of
Fort Smith.4

The remainder of 1864 was spent by Confederate Indian
troops in harassing Federal supply lines in Indian Territory.
Due to a severe shortage of food and supplies, Confederate
Indians were not again used in engagements outside of Indian
Territory. Guerrilla raids within Indian Territory were all that
Confederate logistics could support. By the spring of 1865 both
Federal and Confederates in Indian Territory and the Trans-

4 Thayer to Steele. July 30. 1804, Morehead to Judson. July 20.
og, Maxey to Boggs. July 30. 1804. Cooper to Scott, August 10, 1864.

tRecords, Re. Vol. XLI. Pt. 1, p 23-24. 2, ,20, 31-30; FAnin
ear's. "General Cooper's CSA Indians Threaten Fort Smith," Arkansas

atttl Quarterly. Vol. XXVI (Autumn, 1867), pp. 260-272; Britton.

T8ght bof Iinthe Confederacy in ntIndian lTer.ritory, 18 L3-1805." pp. 97-101.

off. ,aey to Boggs. August 0. 1814. Cooper to Scott. August 10. 1804.
k'Wl Records, Ser. 1. Vol. XIA. Pt. 1. pp. 29-30. 31-30; Bearns. "Gen.Qs eg, Cooper's CSA Indians Threaten Fort Smith," Arkansas IHistoricalIn t'i. Vol. XXVI, pp. 273-280; Britton, The Union Indian Brigade

b t Indial War, pp. 427-428: Rampp. "The Twilight of the Confederacy
nTerritory, 13-85"pp. 101-104.
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Mi2isippi West were simply awaiting the inevitable Southesurrender, and the Indian guerrilla forces did not again tak
the field. et

Although the Indian nations were invaded twice by Unforces, contrary to Confederate treaty promises of 
military 

I,n
section, they received but little outside aid militarily, logst
ally, or financially from any of the Southern states. However,when the neighboring states of Missouri, Arkansas, or Texas
were invaded or even threatened with invasion, Confederate
Indian troops were usually called upon to leave their hore.lands, against treaty provisions, to help repel the Federals.

The Confederate Indians were usually willing to campaign
outside of Indian Territory. Only once, however, was a fonnal
vote used to obtain their approval in this regard, and this was
at the insistence of Maxey. Generally, the Indian forces andtheir officers were little concerned about the Confederate treaty
provisions promising that they would not be used outside of
Indian Territory without their consent, even though this treaty
stipulation was apparently well known to both officers and
enlisted men. There was undoubtedly a realization on the part
of the Confederate Indians and their officers that the only

adequate defense was a vigorous offense, and harassing the
Federal outside of Indian Territory was consistent with this
objective.

While on military operations beyond the borders of Indian
Territory, the Confederate Indians usually performed well, and
sometimes distinguished themselves, as in the battles of New-
tonia and Poison Spring. Such performance contrasts strikingly
with the poor showing at times of these same Indian forces in-
side the borders of Indian Territory. The inconsistency in per-
formance may have been due to the steadying influence of the
higher percentage of white troops used in the engagements out-

side of the Territory combined with the cavalry scouting activity
so well suited to the nature of the Indian.

Despite little support from the South, the Confederate
Indian troops effectively harassed Northern forces outside o
Indian Territory. Watie's guerrilla raids along the Kansas borde'
and into Missouri and Arkansas, disrupted and disorgan
Union operations along the northeastern boundary of I"da
Territory. By the end of the war Watie had become a leg,
as a guerrilla fighter in the Trans-Miasissippi West. Not know;g
where he would appear next struck fear into the minds of their
2ra2 82822221282822 and drasticaly 822282182 282222222 moee tb
troops in and along the border of Indian Territory. Suppha
trains from Fort Scott, Baxter Springs, and Fort Smith
to be2augment2d by additional2 forces; hay gathering2 222er
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(Peas Bin National 1M1i01ry Park)

PA RIDGE NATIONAL MILITARY PARK IN ARKANSAS

Te approximate location of the Union artillery emplacement looking
tward the west end of Pea Ridge, near Leetown. From this directiont onoelf Stand Watie attacked and captured a three-gun Federal battery.
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along the border needed to be curtailed; and the nurnber 2
Federal mounts and attle diminished because of the un
tainty of grazing on the open prairies.

Of greater military importance to the South was the psection of the Confederate left flank by the Indian tnibe
Southern Arkansas and northern Texas could not have been
held by the South without the support of the Indians wh
fought outside of Indian Territory. Texas, a major food and
mineral producing region of the Confederacy, would have been
nearly impossible to retain by the South had the Confederate
elements of the Five Civilized Tribes chosen to fight only
within Indian Territory. These Confederate Indian forces ex.
erted telling influence on military events in a wide area of the
Trans-Mississippi West by fighting ably, bravely, and unselfishly
outside of Indian Territory.


