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THE KIOWA-COMANCHE RESERVATION IN THE 1390's
By Forreat D. Monahan, Jr.*

By the late Nlneteenth Century the United States had be-
come &m industris] nation and its society waa tranaformed inle
one daminated by curpnmu nnd collective Torces. Cigantic com-
paniey and unions expressed the new foroes in Ameckan life.

ttersd ia i

menta. Theva were the hones of etiginal Americans, the Indiars,
mow confined to reservations. One of these reservas waa in south-
‘western Oklahoma Territory, formerly Indian Territery. Bourded

Washita River, an the west by North d River and on the scuth
the Red River, it contained sbout three million, acres,’ Here
dwelled three tribeq: the Eiows, Comemche, and Kigwn-Apache.
During tha 1880°, Anglo-Amérian settlers wete rapidly meving
into vacant lands of Oklahoma and Taran, o that the seservarion
became an island in & sea of white setilement.} Localed in o
moderate climate, it kad g rolling prairie murface, and parts of
§t were well watored.! Its gramlands wive rich ond alang the
creeks there ws much timber. Binecting the resecve from east
ta west were the Wichla Mounlains, granitic intrusions which
Tos¢ in etark contrast ebove the prairies. It was only natural
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a2 The Chronloles af Okfakoma

that the sparsely occupied ressrvation should receive the atten.
#ion af whiles who Were beooming mare numergus and

in the surrounding land. Whitea of all sorts clamored continu.
oualy during this decade o 0cTURY the reserve, The Tndian De-
partment waz. with how to reconcile white de.
manda end Indigm intcrenta, One of the groups, the catflemen,
proved easy 0 deal with, By a threcwity agresment befwoim fhe
Govenment, the Indians, and the cattlemen, the Iatter leaned
the reservation. graclands and puid the tribes fot the Privilege +

e were more difficult. The rost obstreperous wewe
nottlers wha believed that lend mok under cultivetion should be
free for the taking. They gathered on il sides of the Testrva-
tiom and alipped over the line, hoping to avoid cfficial discovery.
The moat flagrent viclationy took place a¢ the “strip” on tw
teservmtion's nocth cide, where an indefinite boundary gnwe
Thile st the caane o puih Whir daims, The line ron
from R

boHam land soil ‘was excullant for farming. In eddition to oceupy-
ing Indian claimed land, the ettlement wan a haven fer trea.
passers who went on the reservation to steal atle of 1o cut
timber, or merely for stock grazing, thereby gefting free grams?

Coll-mm with Indians were fraquent. White people’s hogn

tto Indian fields and gardens, consuming everylhing

they luux-d Dum whitea, fmn; an [ndian arsent from hia
e, jrut hia humber in a wagon and hauled it away. The Indian
Hollowed the tracks atraight into the settlement.* There were casen
af white amault on Indians. One man named Doeier wantonly
bent a Kiowa boy o that his fece waw black and-blue for three
wesks, Authoritien who investigated the beating aid it was with.
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The Hiowrs-Comanche Kerervaiian a5

out any just cause.!® There was aleo a prosperous pambling and
Jiquor business.!! Early doy Monnlain View wns @ rootin-tootin
place.

The Agenl's detenmiration o ba rid of the setthers was a
threat. to the Sirip. Agent Frank D. Ealdwin, on Jarusy 18,
1356, st Lo 2otios that they grere Irespasaing and guve them
forty daye to remove.): To which they replied that they would
lill the United Siates Marshal, the Indian polico, or anyone
elas who tried to move them. ! Before the forty days wera up, the
sertlers had resoried to the Oklahome lerritorial courts, where

There were two guestions in the case: (1) juris-
dlchon or the courta, and (2) the boundary line. The couris did
not finally decide the mase until later.!s Dyring thip time the
Strip doveloped with 1o intertewonce from tha Agent, Ita ur-
certdin legal status end the prospect of quick gain milracted
rough characters and immoral mla 36 Their idea of property
was that. eve: they coutd lay clnim ta wap theirs, The Strip-
pers allowed Uweir cattle to wander ower tha reservation 8o that

have pasturage rent-free 7 When the Agent had these
catile rounded up he was promplly served with 3 warrant, the
ormern alleging that the police had glolen the Lvegtock fram
their own pastures and lots. Baaldes lving on disputed property,
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4 Ths Chranielzs of Diladoma

1he aettlers were illegally uaing the Indians’ land and ware de-
tying the Ageal's autharity.

One of ihe men fried to obtain his cattle which the Agent
had penned at Angdarko. Appealing ta the territorial colrts,
D. M, Forria sued Baldwin and txo Indien policensen, mua Bow
and Kiowa George.!* The triel tock place before st El
T the o fewnd I favoe of Fersis nd fmed Apent Beldvin
ane hundred and bwenty-tive dotlars for damage to the eatile. 1t
“The simificancs of tho case was ol whether the cattle had been
burt; evidence egreed that they hed grown fat from Lheir stay
an the rescrvation. Rather, the ismie was whether whites could
§o on the resarve, use its tesources, and banefit in potfect dé-
fiarce of the Tndtan Department. The EI Reno jury thaughé
they coul

Enumlrlged by the Sirippers’ success, praspectors began to
e the north boundary e a jumping off place for illegal e‘nlry
into the Wirhita Mountzins. Just cutside the rese
Wathita County, they extablished s town called Mountain, City 52
The place ws busy, or &t least had high hopes. for 3t posessed a
smeller. Many filibuslezing expeditions left from there, slippes
inlo the mountaing, and began their diggings. Same of the people
establishied 8 lowrisite neat Rainy Mountain! A man promoting
the scheme was Willism Kinman, wha sent information avery-
-vh!re about elleged mining richest* The Ament wamed (he
1o remave. Unimpremed with hin authority, they
thrutened ta kill his policernen should they interfere with the
They changed their minds when the palice did destroy
i provements, theit threals being like hot air.?? Kinman
foutnd that the disputed Strip wms sitable for hia operatione. He
set up an establidiment there, told tonm lots, and encouraged
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timber even after being eaught.

The Supreme Court of Oklahoma removed all legal ques-
tions about the Sirip in January, 1897, Refusing to support the
settlers’ contentions, it held that the Tnierior Department and
its Indinn At hud Jursdiction over T rosrves the doelson's
feck placed the Sizip urdet the Tndian Departnent’s sngues:
tioned authority.!? Thus left to the Agents mercy, the Sirippers
found him in no mood to fargive trospetters, Kinman, for his
stubbomness, received special treatment. Police destrayed his

them acram. the reservation, and expelled therm near Elenrieita,
Texas, the fixchess point fiom i rined house. 1 The Sirip
peaple moved to another place, just across the bomndary Line.
They no longer had thelr Mountain City. but they did have
their Mountain View.1?

The new pettlement, away from Ihe Agent's menasing gee-
tures, qrew into & hm}lhy frontier commiunicy. A rlllrmd ar-
vival assured its future, the Fock Jeland line reaching there from
Chickasha in Ihe Spring of 1899,%% A vigorous lictle wwn ita
<itizans construcied n road and a bridge by which they could
reach the raila! Though no longer on the mervnum. the aee-
tement continued to ezert an influenca on the Indian land.

than the old Sirip, it was a mesting place for people I'iw
want on the raserve to rustle catile, for timber sutters whe illagal-
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Iy cut Indlian timber, and for squatters who boldly marched inta
the reserve and bagan farming.'?

Other whiles, who were legally on the reservati 5
vaztage of their ituation to, cccumy lend unlawlully., e ed

cine Lodge Treaty of 1367 allowed each Indian family to farm
rrne Toandred and tmenty acres of land ? The Tndien Depart
ment permitted l,h: Indiane to hun white laborers to help larm,

i cagh or in a share of the corp.¥t

In 1895 Henry H. Huston, a white, oblained permission 1o
wotk for John D. Jacksan. a Kiowa.* For four years the man
Huston remained on Jeekion's farm and prowered: he lermed
o lour hundesd acres und pactured aboul eventy hesd of
Livi " Expainding hig interests he opened o atore and be-

came postmaster at Verden.” His farming a0 large an acreage.
R ermint cafts o o Ut ctetection. ane 1o 1o operetin:
were without official permit, since hin legal atatus wan only that
of helper ta Jackson 't In September, 1809, Jackson died, st

¥ Taldeln to 0, Rarcer, duls 31, 191 Randiett o Jotn, 7. iacks
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which time Husion alleged tha! he had & contract with his
Trdian sporwor whereby he had loaned Jeckaon five hundred

witneases | Neither waa there any evidence that Huston had
paid his aponsor such @ sum of money

Huaton, than, hud come onto the reservation in a legal and
officially approved mammer. But his subsequent actions violated
the ogreement. He advanced rapidly from the matua of laborer
to 8 eubatantial fsrmer, prospering from the land, Mareover,
his Iarge herd of livestock wan poaching on the reaervation, aince
e did nok pay for qrazing righis+s He ha 5 Iree farm and
ranch (rom which be made substantisl gains, and from which
the Indians got little or nothing.

Agent James F. Randlell, Baldwine a.lmr.u)e:mplamed

was wil
the reserve. Wet wanting fo lose hu fann, he joined & Chickaeha
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movement w}ud\ lphled for opening o reservation and for
mtilying the Jerome Agreemant.
The Indians finsl defense against intruders wap the United
States Government, It was Federzl law that sat up the reserve,
ral courta that protected them againgt trempessers, and the
Federal Indlan m?erh!lml u..n lnnduﬂkd their business with
cubsiders. But the Gavemmenl ressure from various
White {ntevests, including the Cmmajmal delegstions of Texas
and Kenans, bad decided to end the reserve gystem in Oklahoma
and [ndian territoriea. The Uniled Stalos Congress in 1887 pro-
vided that the reservations should be abolished snd that tha
Indinns therein should fake up individual allofments; and further,
that the surplus lands efter allotment should be opened ta wms
it.4 Accordingly, the President appointed a commis
ta treat with the Kiowss, Comenches, and Kiowa-Apaches s
allotting their reservalion. -n.e members of fhig commission were
David 1. Jerome, chairman, Alfred M. Wilson, end Warmren G.
Sayre? It arrived on the reservation in September, 1892, and
Tor the next month, conducted its business fn confusion, turmoil,

. that
tion was then settled, some Indians left and returned home.'t
But the matter had only begun. Undsuntad by the Indians’

«hr.\lm‘cnldnm Auston palited the intmlng propscta o the best
puealble

tr
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atubbomneas, the corwmitice continued o bold mestings with

various groups, lirst nt Port Sill and then at Ansdarke. % had

already decided on the terms; neither the price, nor the size of
inble.

lands was o ease in point, ond it s & matier over which the
Indiang showed @ Lively conoern. The Commission's offer wat
52,000,000, of which $500,000 should be paid within two yearm,
se balanics of S1500000 fo rmaic in the treasry and the
tribes to receive the anmual interes
Thnmmlmmwuu]dsnmunthalrmtmbrlmchl
, which e Comyision ssid was more than the

T coctd welfos by kneping their reservation. This was not
true, The tribes hud already leaped nome of their remervation
for $100,000, averaging about thitty-thren dallaze por individualt
and or increasing income from this scurce were
very good indeed.®s The Indiana knew this, and the information
v svarlble 1o the Commigsion, 3ot i shept hours ors hours
making extravagant elaims for allotment trying to convince the
Indians that somehaw this decteasad income was better than
what they then received.’s The Indlans simply would not belfeve

that twsnty-five dollr were more desirsble than thirty-three.
Finding that these promized benefits did not eppeal to them,
en minimized the differences between the
Miedicing Lodge Traaty and the Jerame Contracé; which scarcely
sgreed with the facts, for the contract propesed & oocial revoln-
tion, abolishing the tibul govemment, placing them on indi-
uldu..l l plos, end thereby inhoducing vas: changes in ther a0
7 For an egency of tha Government to be effective. ils

4id.. p, RB. The annual intevest was 376,000 which areraged to
.m- uﬁ of pat Indldunl
boslones of Indion Alfaiey Boport for 1802, 1
hir com T e bctived 4226,000
Bich wan three (mee (be intercot
eodiet (o Mecclll B Oates, De

triben, [-aeas fuwught they aboold nat follow te Cheyenoe easmole s i3,
PP E-2%. Quansk Porker thought the Indinnm xhocld oot go down ihe
e g m ceiKlemiy: i, p. 1 Sewmbilon Bewr, wia dcosd the Yedk
ine e Trealy, Jkewthn Freopaied the radleal changee wbieb Jerame

Dropeaed: IhK,, 1:-“ kbpeotone mald that b Klowax were Imvelling
“I! l‘l(dirlrl! lndz! mopd qnd A'd oot want to traeel the oew Terome
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Ppropossls must be believable. But what in these councila should
tha Indians think? Should thoy balieva Jorome when he said
that under allotment evarything would be “beiter for them then
what they now have?”s® Or, when he said that afier allotment
Ueverything is going on just the mme "3 When he m.d u.g m
dians, after signing, would continue to have
tign, or that they would have sepsrate homes end l]Mmcnh"‘”
mor Seyre told them thet the proposed agreemsnt

not interfere with a single provision of that (Medleme
Lodge) treaty, except in regard to Jand ! Then reversing him-
well he maid that after gilotment, ™. . . fhere u R cnmmumty af
& many paople atg'where on eerth that have & much
and as much land"é! Could the Indla:u believe it when
uﬂurmed that allotment life would not be different from reeetva-
n life?) Or was it possible that the contracl ierma were
- enough to make you all rich; better off than white peﬂ'p'le"?“

Caught in twir own web of inconsisbinéy,
sioners turned ta anolher lﬂwme which mvelved i
whites on the rssrvation. Amang them were Caplain Hugh L.,
Seott, commander of the lndu\n wv.!w at Fert Sill, Reverend
James J. Mathvin, Methodist

D.

interesta to allotment by a simple method, A epecial provision of
the contract siated that when allotment occurred, these men
wauld Meelw ons hundred atid sixty ecres each#! This was an
attempl I gain their open support or 1o st least keep them
silent hnpinl fm promised gain. The Commission evidently had

a high ion of Seott .nd Menmn far their names were
lddhﬂ !n IM!L without their permissiond? Thesa fwo men, 1o

pe In tha wame mantoore. Jorame

o ential,
P ML

This lo the glat of Sayre's remarhe In ibid, p. 61 “When yoo toke
20ur SHOTUSA $o B et Bore o 1 ovos oers 1 3ol o St 2AE 100

s Jyid,  B6
& Hind nnr-:m-. 28 Bemion, en. £ Dor

p. 13: Serlal 061
Intorming Reversnd
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their entire credit, could noe be bribed; they telected the offer
and denouiced the contract. Agent Day's position was com-
prorising in the extrome, Nt naving the scruplen of the Capiain
Jor of the Raverend Minister, he farvently supparted the Com-
Tmission.t® As Agent he should have been the disinterested, firm
defender of Indian rights; Instend he violated his truet and be-
ame & to their robbery.

Teking another stop down the road of dishenor, tha com-
misalon threatened the Indisns with evil comsequences f they
did not sign. Accarding to the Commissioners, the Federal Gov-
ermment had the Indians in ita sbaclute control end could d.-
stroy their recervation if it wridhed,#? entirely diaregal
jruarantees in the Medicine ].od:e Treaty s The Indiena, it u.g,
did not sign, would arhitrarily be sesigned eighty acres. ome-
half of that atated in the contract, and they would recsive no
money at all for their surplus lands. Again und agein the Cotn-
mission threstonsd them with worse cneaquences Lhan the con-

bl the Commionlen man i) on he repercation, S8
o it T  Jndi
that the cant
e |

intsrior,

P e seor, avisis e
i m\glnn\ e et iy S T porie b Forwe
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. i ety
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two hands, both of them bad 72

Entangled in ita own toila of dighonesty, thoroughly din-

exedited gmong the Indians and fair minded whices, Insmg ita
dignity in shauting contests with

the Commisaion compounded confusion wilh decisiuns nhwnd-
g in had judgment, 1t freatient of Joobuan Given, wa ove bad
deciaion alter ancther. When the Indians objected 50 stremgly
ta the 32,000,000 price, the Commisaion agreed to add $500,000
eaore, bt in ' questignable manner. The contract alil oiated
that $2000,000 mas the price, and the Commision wah 10 o
ommend the extra amount in a teport Lo the president’* Tha
difference between a contract and & report was not clear lo many
Indians who signed the paper. Upon learning that. the contract
-hll whated $2000,000, twy felt that the Commission had badly

used them. Looking for the mimnderstanding's scurce, they con-
cloded that the translator, Grven, an educated Kione, hi oull
fully misled them. The Indians accused him in the council; the

latnr having the Indiens’ ounl‘deme would have better aened
intereats. e In-
ﬂllnf #uspiciona and sealed the fate of the unfortunate le;n."

Its prolonged stay on. th riservatlon, [la privats and public
talks with Indians, its private seasions for signing, and ita claar
threats established 2 pattern of coercion which wucceeded in
chtaining signatures. The Commision left the reservation in
October, 1t odious work done,

The Jerome Commission wan right sbout one Giing. The
end of the reservition was certain. Not because the Medicine
Lodge Treaty mid it would endure lac thirty years, for it did
pol. But because (e tide of white migration waa flowing cver

erome Cousall Broceedingn” pp. 2L, 7, 40, and A,
3 iy v 238
T ...ml. the tempestuens meeting on October 15, 1802 tn
L,
T ; T

p x
slsa Copr of Petlibon W Seceetary of

:nmnor. vk 15 V965 Lanechork T, v, 4IRS,
5Btk Toee curped Given, teblue the freroreter that U e bud de-
eeived the Indinns, God wash Sudge bim. Joahus dled o few weckn later,
o o it oot misbsbarios Remos ol a Sesecel
Council .t Mt Beott, Oetober 8, 10, and 11, 1894; Indlan Councll

Fiie, Ko, GHE.
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very boundarios, It had already w«immumm
Cheyenne,

or Texan
eponding to their conptityents, ralted for_opening the g
tion,”® Under sueh wounting pressure, Congrass
that Indian Tervitory be apened by the Dawea Act of 1857, The
Jerome Commission then was operating under (he national ir-
tent an lawhally exprossed by Congrems; but the Commission
umhtedmlmutmdbmﬂyarudh tion, for Congrem did
not tell it to acl with dishemor, So nolorious was the Commis-
sion's work that the netiooal legilature besitated sight years
before zatifying the Jerome Contract, opening the reservation

in 1901,

72 Roy Bilingee, Tho Sormaiion of the Siate of Oblekong (Foroan,
vty . 1939, pp. 184-185, 187

Dl
Ia.l'nnu,Dm £, 3596 Laoerbsck 45, Walker 12
o Letterbock K46, Raadlett to Judpe Clintor
B Trwia, Slpdgm 7, 160, Randlcy 1o Do K. Lomwoll, December
0, 1390 Lettirbook E-T4,




