Francis, Chickassw Naticn, 1994 13
FRANCIS, CHICKASAW NATION, 1894
By Reita Stardivant*

mental printed in the Tervitorial days

from talking with the Post Office De-
partment, Washinglon, T.C,, show that tha poet offics at Francs,
Fontoloe County, wns catablished aa Newton, Chick-

was the first appaintad postmaster in 184
.mmamtp-iuonm.mnmulm}:m'um
boginning of one of the moat thriving and oolorful towng in the
Chicknsaw Nation, [t grew alowly at fizst and iben soems. to huve
£prung up over night. Newton consisted of ona store and the post
altice und wen egtablished on the prenent townsite of Francis,

town in the state which can claim this distinetion.

= Mrm. Reltn Gturdicant wae rared io Fransts Oblsboms, wod moved

134 eateriop Bact Gentral Brabe College with ber daugbter
Luvellle. T Mctnl years wbe bas devotsd ber literssts
rotoration o oid uralturs ‘and wond rareing, Bhe s sl an areic wed
et i s, whick ht tausbd by DM dehowla 92 weverel genpe. 13
ber Intereat In satiques, ehe “uttated eops of Tha Frencia
Banner Triucsd m 1001, Thia. 1t 4 | Traden Addltlon” giviok baby
Boten on the bislory of fhin once darlxing town o the way 1o
Acase Crunty. Bram thin il paper ol addlckongl iong e

remsarch ko

of the oldtimern, abr. haw produced & bistory of Fraacis for Tha Chronicles.

Men, Sturdivant fa e Srarbler of s lhe it [ C. Otirer, o birioees

o ia Tal ven-righthe

(‘lmrl-w Lo Thor swusbiee M5 Tateube. Bhae of T oomon e

position [ the Biate Degariment of Vieglds, Her wom, €. 0.
mmnm e« m.num«unu business b Howean, Teian.

du hoe mnch of ber act wa

Lmit, oo b e, e copetd A oo T srueon. 1la

blatery uf Francls ohe produced s ramplete copy of the ol Tewapaper,

The Frantis Fidmntr SN ton riums, Inciog m o dArvwings of e

priviz of Indiriduals aud srenes thet mppeat o (hin




14 The Ghromiclar of Diklakama

wan exGrovornoe David R. Francia, who wan
very proud of his mameseke and well pleased with her bright

A few years priar 1o the birth of Francia the Indian Ter-
sikory W  vast unknown cauntry—a veritable foreat and prairie
cambina—ths abode o the "Red Man® who Twigmed in pence
verenc, ab Even in glowing gcoounts of thia region

The genenl topogmaghy was hat of clling pesice, Teve
preirin and billa mith siyeaa, pouds and lakey mtzmnnllmz
Minaral and stonc wws found in atnmdance, Plenty of wild gane
euch ob qusll, torkey 4nd deer Ta winer and epring. dhcke and
yosse were ta the list. The fertile aoil consisted of taree
mwmckmmmmmm‘wmdulw.e%

luxurient
sock. Thara was slss plenty of oak timber for Tamiacauring
purposes, fencing and fuel,

All of theoe qualitics boogied the Chickasew Netion az the
“aream of the eountry”, tuly a “land flowing with mllklnd

bonay,” which wan believed ta have more commercial worth than
any other area of equal size, affording thousands of eppartuni:
it 2o tha [armer, the business e

i men.
The lawn of the Chickasaw Natian wars enforced by both its owm
officers and the Unitad Statea Government, making it a mafe
place in which fo live.

The establishment of the Frisco Railroad systam in 300,

turned
tion for a fraight division
exaclly midway between Sapuioa, Oklahoma and Sherman,
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(Protn. Gonrtmy, Geeme Dale s¢ Francis)
FRIBCO RAILWAY STATION, ABOUT 1001




40 The Chroniclss of Gliakema
Tirma. Al hooause of fis bountifal supply of s water. With
the Bailroad syetem, le

mdhﬂdnﬂoim-ndmﬂnmldn

Escerpts from the Special Trades Editon of The Francis

Bonier printed Thureday, July 11, 1901, m]lglvelmrllld.u
of what %as going oo in Fraoes it that' time

Fotél Galisen, owaed aud operated by Mr, and M, D. F.

m eredlt o Francin The well prepared mealy and well furnished, Highted 30d

oesbion o0 the tmrelen, aad serre or &

me e De Wit Arkoprar and entablltied 8

iedes,
recr Onk mava I & paclaty. He wisa catrles Turniturs 40 mat:

T rawdrn mrrcumtlle sstabisbaeat 5 forducted b7 W, T, Hewdors

In (ks siore (here s wn army of goodn of all &-vllllllm& -l!i-hbe lor
enary taste amd udated o evety puros, Mr. dleadors bar sarked &

tlom for rellability. homest and square dealingn of whick be can l_l\! !d

i, Hs corrles w Tine of x complee mtock of furmliuns, fm

¥ native of Xetueky. br

wed 1o the catily

V. L, Clrind waa bors [y Mesion Cuonty, Misimipg) in 1908
B owae o e Torelory sy sin He war sppioied Font
Master in B4, aud wan the only Tos e Nemiom veer bad ool the
I, e wan srvive 3 Craeinns s reneger of tor . 8.

Lenenl Hr ﬂ"rlnld oway & forty acre fnrm which el
Ilnmad and b Kood oo

OTAER PROGREGSITE BUSCTNESS VEN

Leon Lanc v born Io Dasin Courdr, Town, and ban been ln ihe
Tndlsn Terrliory tweaty-one peam, He muced Into Francin some ¢

ome {60 1ot I b Furd @ Ml salton Enomn un “Rierl Deur”,
B oo the st eomtaciy e w5 v, Laner 2l ruon &
Lk aok dinirhuting fond water inraugho 1hs clige. Fle la an: ol ibe
Iargent propecty boldem b Frm

Canlw and Jrifror's i x mcdern mrcantfe sotnrprine which bas 2
zrourd of mieady wod coutiououn arowih Iu yablle favor. J. R. Jetfeeys In
£ it o Alsbara, e e 10 4 Tadln Tewliory e o
¢iatred fn facalan oomr Doukerty, cowlos to Erar e o Jusuecr. 1001,

I.anlln-i--nnllun&!ﬂd-\ L Be eame wrst wix yenm ag,
44 10 Fraucin ol monthe meo. He b T5d Towriese sears Sxvoriens 10
the penecal terchandive bus

o 4. B, Sethlzs L vmt of the pioarerm, karing Lred o fhie ictioh
ooy star. He e of Alsbams, Fr mme w Frapcis five monihe
ags 2ud In e o the

Red Fropt 54'x 80 taes and Er o e Hlatock cobafus of o oo,

s gud shorw grceren, Borulture, beednct n.m

Kr. B, Fenmn was bom i T Mimourl Fe carne bure nt e bieth of
ke e nel woted o Row oter. Tood nod sl bt v Hlgurot, host
Iaege Hrery barn 1 well known, akes Jt 6 polek o keep nod borses and
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yebiulen wih compstent Grlvets, 1€ you wnt u weod tarm emd ecciere
e eltow for keure o1 benlaeees enl ol Mo-garn wad 1wl ¥ T Tore

Flabed son 1o ‘prompy macner, Tha DarD 18 bead-goariers To¢ easiarn
burse buyers.

acent Is m natire of rl. L barber of four yearm expé-

'and 14 the landing conmoriel
p 12 ¢ 10 feet, He ln agent for Lov Cheres
o hnndr’, wod g wrr (lNIN‘I‘I

M. 1. 5. Tobown I & muilve of Keniucky. He camn o e Tentterr
tretee zuent . He oman 20 anerats & sl gevera) wore e cun
vermied U2 o Rrocerien an._m fovacen, S wad totless. Covares
Drodace. In iakes in erchange oz

Dr, . B Frony s » bl oF Tesan, sud sdumied 10 e
3

Y
AL Thoe dreg slore nocupind, Laow
erery drag, chemical, propeifineg remet,
frivifhal-gloohihin R st Bl S VR ulxal palaca.
W. M. Broughten wan a sliop 18 5 30 nd e exgagrd In achamii-
JUPRLE i S ko SR A i hfal b et
wimars v iwkeoce'nd 4w ate the dnferin In @ ora'n pil D4t ¢4k Dot be
u drep uludy of the mubject s ban 3
Traghtao, He bos oevd tUeil 15 swrpng bopeeceing b CoLOREInE
e yaarantess 1 Sterue Ml etacis accusnued bt oerer work.

e b,
To valtslle wreriee readered dorlog fhe plowsr du7e of
REPREYENTATIVE FARUERE

“The Chirkstnw Nallon coctalos some of the finert and mowt prducitre
furma !n the Teerllary, and opon which ai

e
o =i e wll rored i
e “Th] certalaly bt eoiided

ip-d et g eneios the Toda Tereos
| Tu the sarly PG Mr. Oliver moved L

i
Francis. Here he built  ome eom schoolboune nd set Up
sckol. FATEAEY u

beautils
plorsrs who b

hare in scbool. Thr price was the
dollar & mnzh for st T that lmnad "Thie scvaal s
uotll » eulablisked

ancls, The
peiber o et I 1HD: seinc 4hves mith o BicuRt Sl 4nd T
renders. sod the B-Id-rln. Third readez.




A Tha Chromiche of Dblakome

T, Fuunls lnw wutine ot Beurieks dud ;mas raced 10 Miosonrl, T

came hert iz mosths win and he owoe (bree Jotn and ane bosiare beane.

e bre O Bareainn” o =il tod Nere 4 Thanof geacesh

Nowr, the Oklaboma menl

Fauete In 4, emurpeinmg e
[t

e wne o the
phuemmacics in the Chicknmw Horlon, A vutied stock b baudled Incloding,
ke from dren ey S8 tollg? BTlichts propristary madltnen, uatlowery
ete. After commun echiool ucatian i aitend o
i 'in Nodlmu n the Chirago Msdical Collage.
e, "ok Terelory. Hin pructice o

. e Y
8 ats. amd to ot ChIRara Y 3
moalhs ago. He runs & pacl hall in a tmo-story bullding, He aanadl

z
tary medleines of andard repatailon. Lrises and other
mm»‘-ﬂ o oartn e solln vl eovmorit oo Hsarin oF 41 KA

n ouchwinn, we dere 10 (hark e m
n! Frencis or judicloan egrort und

drat, meat renpectfu] editorinl bow.

The Francis Benner wes owned and edited by J. 5. Deating
end Sons. Burt Dearing was cditor, J. 5 Dearing wea the 2l
arguhd hustler and experienced nrwopaper man. Jack Deating was
B "printece devil® who did ail the mork ond tock gl the
cumings. The Banner had m larga circulation, 2 good job office,
and Fae srork wng handicd to the best powible ndvantaga.

Tha first school was a subseriptian school and parents paid
ime daler & reocth for euch cald that sended. In thie way the
teacher Tecelved hia pay. Mr. Orrin Nalson was the teacher. As
e hees s o approaiation for schoals bt thal como n o
1ime as arrangements had already been mada for & good school
eystem,

Mr. Dave Watian, one of the early pioneers, cma ta Francis
in 1902 When the milread was esiablished and came through
Francis instead of Center, Mr. Wetnon's home town, ha and his
hmﬂnrmnnd Francis and established & General Meccantile
Btare. Mr., was later &t Francis. On February
1, 1011, Mr -ml Mre. Walson moved {0 ths farm sbout one
Teall il west of Francis They repred nine children M Wat-
lonpn.dawlyanumhﬂnlmaﬂ Mz, Watson, at the
2ga of ninety-two, bad en excellent memory and loved 1o talk
abaut his lite at Francis. ln1963wmme?nmm¢8ehml
held it bomecoming, Mr. Wateon and aeven of hin deughterd
aitended the program.
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na Edwards, who iy mn-w liw ¥ears young, yet
umynkﬁaxndlwnhnunmlnﬂ there, Her
hushand came to Francie mmnuﬂnbe!or!mdldandel-
fablished an o houss. Mre. Edwards arclved in 'Mll‘ch 1901,
8he and Mr. Edwards came from Olena, Arl Mr. Edwards
wan belter Imown aa “Iey” Edwards and folks wtill elll Mry,
Edwards, Mrs. “lcy”. She han ooe son Living in Hot Springs,
Edwarda

Mre. Mirnie Nelion is one of the pioneers of Francis.
Hrr hyshand aught the firet school in 1503, and leter way
nyor of Francia in 1910, The Nelaone camé ta Francis and es-
hhlmlmrlaGﬂle 1 Merchandiee Store. Mre. Nelson ia ninsty-
aight years of age; she hag a hoet of friends and aa e ahnt-in loves
to graw Afriean Violets. She han quite a ocolletion of them and
loves to share them with Mr I'mndl. H!': ﬂ.lmghﬂ!r. M. Hezed
Huckina, lives in Ada o lher. There are three
grandsois and & nulnb:l u‘f grest mda..mm. Bdzs, Nelaon wma

derfol memozy and loves io talk of tha “Good (1d ays,

Francia continued to grow, but with the coming of statehood,
e ol the pardo of 1907, whidh parclyaed businem T tine
and grestly retarded its growth. As 8 resmlt of the hard times
cauged by the panic, the Superintendent's prroieid teraporarily
abandoned and the work of thig division was handled from Sa-

ted permanently al
Francis. Plans were approved for  new office bulkding, a twelve
tall eddition 1o the reundhoune, & new ir
table, e storaga brack and nuimerons othar Inprovements.

A wonderful Harvey Houss, managed by H. R. Hochatraster,
better knawn sa Mr, “H," waa ane of the begt in ihe couniry and
mnidwmehmmmmaigﬂnmyl{mm
Kanms City. Two passenger Eming at poon, one goirg north and
anolher going south, had. twenty minutes for Tunch. Whila the
travelers ste, the engines were qupplied with weter and ccal.
“Thie same thing was repeated again in the lale aflermoon when
two cthar passenger ains, one northbound and another south-
mdm.mnwminuumum

A newapaper trom R. G. Davis of Francia, shows
that by 1910, Francis had & population of 1,50, Amdsﬂm'l
with o four year highschool course, Seven ingtructors were
p'layﬂdm'hclyulm.’ﬂmudwn’lmunrkr the superviaion ot
Proteasar A. i Bowles, a graduate of the Stste Normal Schoal.

RB. G, Davia is the son of L H, Davis, cha of the pioneers
ulFrlmn! L. F. Duvia waa foreman of the Tepair department




™0 Tha Chronictes of Oklehamn

inﬂanleudlquoro!ﬂnmmlm'?Lﬂ
Davis was a third consin of Jaffermn “Pregident of
Contedarary, and woa wmwtuiwlthlbe!lmﬂlwu(wdllam

By 191C, The Francis Banner bad changed handa twice.
First to Felter, wto gave it the hame “The Wigran,” which was
cnnhnuedhv B%&e-hwui—ﬁnrnﬂm-mm
“Bocetar™ “Wigwam" printed Fevmuary 9, 1910,
lhnwlht?nmuh.dup}ult,ndlml soft water, fine climate,
Toepitable peale, a railrond division. four general sigres, o liva

, Carsoc.
mkand'wmmdnmwﬂﬂsl?mﬂmomhh’

Francis sag for @ tima the home of Wayze King, the "Grest
Waltz King of phlse) Tather was Assislant intendent
o the Fripen in 1812, When going harme from school, Wayne Iiked
> walk webing Bl Sarnpson and tanialize her by blowing hi
bam in her ear, and pulling ber bair.
From sbout 1914-191. the town pccmed ta bu nt 1o penl
Francis waa located about twelve milec northeast of Ada, and

Paluce Drug Store, which was owmed and operated by Mr. end
M. Jahn Vickery. They were intereated in the youny paople

they provided the placs for daneing, & second fioor which
was called “The Mezanine” or “Dance Platform.” Music was
furniched by the falented Mise Johnnie Anderson, who come
with u group of young peopla from Ada. She played the piano
entirely by <ar. She could play anything she ever heard, Wien
ona of the young folks. manted her to learn to play & new piece,
e or she would simply hum the bure, phrase by phrase, and
Johnnie woald play it phrane by phrase. Once over way enough,
from then or. It was hets. Wheh tha weather was toa warm for
dancing inaide. the dancing took place in the sireet. Fred Fontle-

roy, another one of the group, Diaved a saw. Thars were olhers
oo that played some kind of instrament. The Mt of theee
young peapk was much in Gemand, playing for dances all around
ke country.

Even though Francia wns a fhriving coramunity it was not
withont ita tragic moments. One incident was when wheat wan
being shinpet to the mills by freight, Tt was reported That the
engines wera being cerviced when the mitroad i noticed
Bldod ¢ cribping fram ose of the cure. The car i st oot and
an investigation was made. The body of  mall bay wa found
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in the whent. Later on it carmo out that hin step-father hed

and racantly.

Tha gretast tragedy came when ona of the young man who
s enplayed by the Fises, took  fivs gallon can of aleshol
from & box-car ‘Sherman, Texas,

st reasled porn taken. from the field of @ farmer. This was to be
their means of livelthood on to Wanhington But ot thia peint
s Juck . cut. The lew Gially caught ug with thecs and
muny wewe arrested. Others fled and hid out in the trash and

They scnitered Lo o man lares. Thar
burned the south end of the Frieco Imd[e atmis the Canadian
river. By tha time the word of the burning was teceived at the
depot it wae almost time for No. 599 freight train o approach
the bridge. The only means of communication. at this lime was
the telegraph and telopkone and since thee Lines were broken
when the bridge burned it wes necessary to rush the ewltch en.
gine crew 1o the Tiver to by and stop tha tmin. “D" Wilcoxsen,
an# of the members of the crew en the enging, wwded across the
Tiver end flagged the train and avoided what might have been
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the wacst dimster In the hisory of Francis, ¥ Wilcorson grew
up in Francis and slarted working for the Frisoe at an early age.
He whs the son of Jell Wilconson who owned and operated a
mtmmﬂmmnuﬂhmlyummhm’

a3 tha conduetor on the No. 539 freight
- oA m.m have planged Into the Tiver, Bdwar delt
i the LWW. snd WOU oftan, o wany of B trochls
coaloert wiild try 19 steal & Tide on L5 raie. When be put them

ea time-| 8

lo Francls & 1914, then siaried, working o brvkemon. 11

1919 he was promoted 0 conductar of train-servies, Thers were
two divislona of service for the Frisco, that of train-servica and
1hat of engine-s¢rvice. Edgar married Mary Cody of Francie,
ey etill make their home in Frincis, They have one denghter,
Ola Mablo, wht gradunted from the Francis High School. She
went on and took tescher's training at Eaet Central Callege in
Ada. Bhe teaches Physical Education in Lakeland High School
at; Lakeland, Florids, en outatending figure in the field of teach-
- Cla bable i one of the fousders and  charter mensbet of

ty Heal

plished. a stateide survey of mlsty prac educa-

, nd presented the findings to the Netional Convention. Sha
e?-m mamphlet titled, “Preparing Your High School Course
o

The induction of the bovy inte the srvice in Warld Wer

2 This trounle o Engwn In. Oklghomy blstorr an the “Orsp Coro R
belon.” whirh ooeurred In Ponioioc and Hughen esualier In 1017, For
Tarthet montien of 7aia aubjeet aee “Tyras Tever By OMMBoms' by 3
Bikbiey Yotk Ta T’ Cheanicis of Ghlatoms, Vo, KRI%, 91 443




