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A NOTE IN OHLAHOMA HISTORY:
HENRY C. BROKMEYER AMONG THE CREEK INDIANS

By Donaid K. Pichens®

White men_came bo the Indiar. Terrilory for many reasons.
The renson for Henry Clonrad Brekmeyer's (16781906} premence
s chgaging. The effect of his wojourn on (he Creek Indians i
historical mystery.

Born near Murden, Prussa, Brolaeyer neceived 2 Germam
cramon school Rebelling against conscription, he
migrated (o the e Siaeg Wiy 5 e Endti worts and
Jema money, the youth, ws a jask ot allenden otk bis vy
avrass the country to Mississippi via the Ohio river valley. In
the South, he made o small fortune in & shoe factory using slave
tabor. Tiring of businew, he entered Geargetown University
{Hentucky). Later, he attonded Brown Unbversity. At both in-
iove o acholarly disputation hia_formal
In 1854, 3 . he
setsled in Warren County, Mimouri for a ):lulunl existence
Apperently, at this time, his diseovery of Hegel softaned his
finaneial difficulties. Two years later the philosopher arrived in
St. Lowin where he worked dayy ap an iron melder, His nights
were gpent studying German litorature and philosophy

By 1859, in 5t Louis, Brokmever met William T. Harris
¢1835-1909), the future Uniled States Commimioner of Educa-
tion and otfier serious idealiats. Aller another brief time in the
wildernas Broimeyer returnsd o St Laia. Supported by Har,
vin and other i bean

Hegel's Logic. He mmplehd the first draft on  the sve of the
Civil War.

Putting aside the manuscript and with it the hope of making
&t. Louis the philesophical ipital of the New World. Brokmeyer
rised & Union regiment and becme a coloncl, Just as quickly,
falee charges of diglgyalty put him in jail. Indicativa of the
t=mpestuoun times, aftar his hasly release he #as <lected fo the
Missouri legilature. }e opposed efforts 1o punish Southern
sympathizers.

After the wat, a2 & lawyer, he climbed the local politiesl
ladder. He played a eignificant rele in the state constitutionsl
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convention of 1875. Elected lisulenant governor, for the nazt
two years he served ns actipg governor becawse of the elected
govemar's liness, Thwarted in hia ambition b be a United Slatea
stnalor by the elaction of an ex-Confederatr, Brokmeyer retirad

from politicn.!

Meanwhile, in bis personal life, kie first wife died in 1864,
g he remacied thres years letee: In in philomphis activiy,

e becune Presidens of the SL Louis Philosophica
106, Worhlng with Harrie end Denton J. Snider {1841 19257,
netl T Souenat af Spectintioe Phoronty.
whose Teamnad Rages gained & greater reputation in Europs
than in the United Statea.! The group strove lo make St. Louis
the conter for Heaclisn philosophy, the future creed (they
hoped? for ost-whr Americans. Accordingly, St. Louis' material
Frowth wauld match this philasophic desire. Unfortunately, Chi

and fulltime phi wan

ry C.
weary of civilization.

After his political retirement, Brokmeyer became & legsl
counsel lo o railtoad company.* The business took him to Okla-
hama, he daveloped an infercst in the Creek Indiane. After serve
ing as & Missouri eleetor for Grover Cleveland In 1854, he spent
longar periods of time among He retumed on raza oo
caniona o midwestern eilies fo lecture on Hegel and thereby
help Snider apsead tha goepel. The lust ten yeaws af his life,
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opent. in 8t Leuis working on his tmnalation of
Foeel's Logie. His ltesat analation was Devsr publiched. A
in St

menuscript copy s in the Missouri Historical Society in
Louis.

For studenty in Oklaoma nitory the tocord of Brolonesor's
stoy mmnong the I wt

senlzed » philasapiicol society among them.! The first histerinn
of the St. Louis Movement, Dent Snider, howaver gave
different account though tribat U Mgl g
event:

el i, b anit yolitieal e and 0d fom etz
b

Mightier in verbal canflict than with the pen, Henry Brok-
meyer lelt no writlen account of hia days in the Indian Terri-
tary. Never comlorlable in writing English, the only existing
Brokmeyer book i A Mechanic Diary writien in 1956 and pri-
valely published after hie decth. Many questions come to mind
about the situstion.* But the answers do not exist. For example,
did he lake his family with him to Oklahoma? The anewer iy

apparsitly mo. The Crocks did confer upon him tha title of
*"Great White Father' " and offered him his choice
ranidens of the tribe—an offer which his Hegelianism compelled
him regretfully o decline.!
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Disappoi in polities and_mhilssophical endeavors
snoournged his lengthy virits ameng the Indians. Undoubtedly
hia “nderluat, hin Germanic sentimentalism abaut primitive
values und fhe folkc epirit, encouraged bis desire ta see the Creek
Tndians o natural man living_honest lives in: apposition to the
white man's civilized artificialilles. The curious higtarian can
only wonder about the Creek understanding of Brokmever's dia-
lectical explanaliona of Indin life. The detailod story of thin
missionary of Hegelian speculation among the Creeks must re-
tmain a curio of Oklahoma history.




