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SPENCER ACADEMY, CHOCTAW NATION, 1842-1900
Ay W. David Baid*

The nunoval of the Choctaw Indians in tha 18302 lo a new
home west of the Mississipoi River dt!lyed but. did not deler

emy in Scott County. Kentucky, but when confidence in the

eastern school waned, the Choclaws eavirioned an scademic
ipstitution in theit own country west, that would supply the
training necessary to edvance tha youth of their nation.

By &n Ad of e Choctam Councll in 1842, the Nation
suthorized & boording school for boya at a
S Drateuile, Ganis of $300 fomm e Crited St e
Clvilization Fund, $6000 from amnuities received by the tribs, and
3639 from the federal government as salary for fhe principel
teacher provided the annual endowment of the institatiah. The
aendemy wes romed for Secretry of i, Johr C. Bpencer, and
govarned by a Board of Trustees selacted by tha Choctaw gen-
Eral council The Choctamn soweht a pis, Prosbyicrion s

ter 1o superintend the new school and directed Indian Agent
William Armatrang to cantact the Presbyterian Baard of Foreign
Missiang about & qualified man.'

The Board of Forcign Missiona, an agency of the General
Assembly of the Preshyterian Church, had headguarters in New
York City. Organizad in m’r to phm I.hn denonrinsiion dizect-
Iy in mission activity, il ot compete with the American
Board of Commisaioners cor Foreign Mirsons (AB.CF.M.)
which received aupport from numeroas church organizatians,
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E3 The Cranicles of Dilahuma

M. Armstrong urged tha mimsion board lo recommend £ IuPEP'
ink

rg, Pennsylvania, who was wiready et their Semuwls

intendency in Noverber, 1640 and departed
wif Choclaw Natlon, arriving 8t Spen-
zer on Dlevember B

Turmoi! met McKinney. ltems purchased by Agant Ar-
strong and essential o the school were on a Red River landing,
whils the trustees insisted on beginning Uwe firel term on Jan-
uaty 1, 1834, The new superintandent postponed the enrolimant
for thirty days, using the interval lo transpart the supplies and
comatruct additional facilities for Spencer's firsl clams of sixty
boya The aemdemy opened o & hopeful future, but after tan
vears of conflict with the Choctaw Irustoes, BMoHinney rec-
tgmized the need for different administralive arcangementa and
osigner bis post. Yet he left with some mogsure of suseess for,
1 his credit, it was the commencement. of the instibulion's first
ferm and the conatruction of & third dormitory.

Many leading Choctaws ftom the first questlonsd the velue
of dirsct tribal wnlﬂ:l «of Spencer. The McKinnsy administra-
tion hore out their fears. Monethelesa the two.year experience
was. “of much Profit 1o the nation, 68 the people e now matls-
tied Lhey cannct do it,” Baptisi leader P. P. Brown observed
in 18474

To mupervise their national acsdemy, the Choctawa tured
to church groups. In 1845 the Methodists and the ABCFM

the

old Rever:nd Jameo B. Ramsey, s native of New York and
Frinccton gradusie. On June 1, 1845, Rameey acocpted control
of Spencer Academy in behalf of the Prasbyterian Church.

One of Ramety's enrly reports provided a deocription of
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Spencer atd it anvironment. Tha superintendent's hame wan
directly in the center of the acsdemy’s grounds which extended
over two and one-quarter squarc miles, Most of the school's
buildings swér constructed of roughly-hewn logs. The three
doritories—named for trustses Peter P. Pilchlynn, Robert M.
Jones, and William M. Armstrang—formed a quadrangle, mea-
sured tixteon by sixty-four feet, had two stories with upper and
lower porches, and were conatructed of crudsly sawed beards.
On both floorg of e were lour,
e kG i o S e e e
were casraely plasterad and whitewashed, and the buildings were
toofed by homemsde shingles. Siluated on & gentle knoll and
encircled by tranquil highlands, the academy held considerable
charm for its eastern administrator.

By directing the academy the Preabylerians hoped to evan-
gelize the studsnis. Yet & church was not organized at Spencer
until Januarv, 1848, @ milestone that did not satisfy Ramsey.
“We have nof enjoyed thase viable evidences ol God” he de-
clred, by which he meant conversion of the studenls. Ramaey
the mimian affort failure to the umfnithful-
wo . lnck of comsecration, and sellishness of the
issionarics, He placd special blame on the schools cooks,
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McClure, who once suggested thal the
missionaries made s gud of their belly,” The McClures refuscd
19 loave upon Rameey's requeat, but in September, 1947 wero
summarily dismissed by the Mission House in New York.”

“The adversitien und trials of the inatitution preased heavily
upon Ramsey. In March, 1B49, with hie health deteriorating
and staff disunity st & pesk, he submitled his resignation. In
dune he received the welcome ness thet hia replacement was
enraute, but befora ha could depatt both his wie and infant son
dizd. A3 the truly piots do he blamed his afflictiana upon his
o getims, and consldering himsell a hypoerite, he refused o

™ desandor Teid was selected 25 Spencer's ne superinlen-
iving at the school on July 11, 1849. Reid was born in
mmichsel, Scollend, in 1818, end immigraled o the United
Sy ey Sl by trade, he gradusted from Princelon

Theological Serminary in 1845 and entered the sarvice of the
mingionary boacd.

wap & very able superintendent, and
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under hia guidance the sesdemy cams ta fullill tribal axpacta-
lions. ¥
Much to Reid'n dislike o well-managed school required tha
s of Negro slives, &a the Choctswe did faw menial lashe.
Lensed from Indian awnerd and more than just field hands, tha
Sperwer bondimén wers & bitrieale part of acedsmy life, Wailaca
and Mirerva Willis sang for the atudents and missionarics, songs
that. reltected The trisks and deairea of oppressed souls. Reid

those pieces pmeﬂ

ys fiolds wero “Steal Away (o Jeaus” “The Angela Are

I'm a Ralling, I'm & Rolling,” snd “Swing Low, Sweel
iot” Vel this coniribution fo American folk musie did not

gathe the supsrintendont’s nti-slavery consolence, 1

To Reid ordained ministars had not the grace and worsen not
the stamina to serve a8 missionsries st Spencer. “The bare
thought of a man and his wile coming puts me in a fever,” he
wrate. The s own prej
diced him sqainat women. His s wife diod shortly alle nnu the
birth of their first child ry. 154, end

that Spencer lbary crucified_ber, He wan peimsdtueygion
weinen wotld pay the same price, atd b deletmined 0 obatruct
their coming to the acdemy. But e year later hia attitwle
mellgwed, £nd he married and brought Lo Speneer Miss F. K.
Thompéon, » missinary leacher at Wapanucka Inatitute, Chick-
iomal temale teachers soon followed, yet or-
duined ministers he alwaya considered unguitable 13

Eeid had duties other then managing the school. He traveled
end Lved emang the Choclaws for beller mcuuainiance ma
cvangelical purposes. In the orte summer of 1851 he spoke filty
times, rode nearly 1,600 miles, and saw ower 3,000 people. He
zecrganized the Spenicer church In April, 1854, and. Lhat fummer
he elsa paw o religious revival mmeong the Choctawn living near
the ncademy. As many as 700 Indiana were prossnt at different
sacramenta] meetings betwoen 2854 and 1 was

The urellcial doan of tha Foreion Bioards Choctan mismian an
Irequently advised. other mission adminiatrators.!?

amd Annial Proverdings of Prlacelon Throlepi
ton, 18, p $H; Ameriewn Tndlan m,
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ALEXAXDER REID, 8AQE OF SCENCER
From Nobert B. Flickingrr, Tha Choctow Freedmen.

QROUXDA OF OLD SPENCEN, 1003,
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Spencer Academy, Choclem Natlon @

After seven years, he cares of Spencer prompled Reid to
reaign his post in favar of Gaylood Mum. & New Vork minister.
More amived at the scademy the first of November, 1855, but
after only onz month advised the migsion boged b wonld leave

at u.e sssior’s end Conditions were more rustic than he er-
When the New Yoik agency in d.upeulwn implored
nmd 1 rebumn 1o the academy, he ocepted the masignment and
quickly resiored the confidenca of the Thoctans in thelr ne
Soral academy. But at the end of the term, Raid rehumed o
hig wite in New Jersey.

What was neloled was Toal in (e next term. James Frath-

shape than ever But he waa wnable o my the same for the
Chootirw pecple. !t

The Lmmica divizing e United Sutes in (he 1060 were
Indian Teritory. Slave Choctaws

in carly 183 having required all abolitionists. to leave the natich.
Thereafler local missionaries sither honestly or prudently re-
mained silent on (he inflammatory question, For such discreet-
tius the ardently antislave A.B.CF.M. digmimed its Chactaw
representatives, an Aetion that reinforeod tha tribal suspicions
that missionaries were abalitionists. When H. A. Wenks, 1 former
Spencer teacher, wng seize! aelling firesrms on May 20, 1861,

of additional weapons, and fearing & return visit, adminiskrators
closed the academy. Moat of the missionary-teachers left the
scudemy in May, and by September only Reid and his family
remnined, Despile his oppesilion io slavery, Reid asid: "1 in-
tend o remain here g long 3a [ am aliowed 1o do 82 undie-
orbed

The divisive forces of llnvlry and sectionalitm in the United
Slates affected not only the federal government but religious or-
BAnizationa ss well, Southern churchis wilhdrew from the Pres-
byterien Genetal Assambly, and after the formation of the
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tha Chureh, C:
i Thin soatbarn arganization desired to dupli-
cata tha many services of the General Amembly, eoperially the
Toreign minaion acthvity. Accordlngly, it farmed & mission agency
and appointed a3 secretary, J. L. Wilson, whe resigned a simi-
lex post with the northems churchen, Sben fhe the Choctaws. cast

their lot mu. the Sauth, Wilson bastened o the Tadian, Tereory
and encoul the remaining w mimionaries to accept
the uvm.;m of his board. The invitation wes nceepted, and
Wiloon specificnlly recommonded that Alexander Reld receive
the eonfidence of southern Christians I+

Spencer Academy did not function ss an educational in-
stitution during he slrife thal Tollowed snufhern secession. The
dommtoricn in 1663 were uned w u Confidernis hspial fox
lghesn ronthe, sccepting casualtes fom i iliary
rmishes. Gontudsrale Gonezal Douglas K. Cooper arvived ot
Spenoer on December 14, 1883 with the Wella Batlakion and
catublished & hmdquamrl without disturbing the hospital. After
the winte Coaper wilhdrew to Fort Washita,
lnaving the acatery 1a ccor & ood of relugecs dioplaoed, by
of war. To hundreds who mffered sxtreme prive-

o Spencer offered ahelter and aympalhy I7

Alexander Reld held undivputed possession of the superine
tendent’s house, dining room, and klichen during the military
pcrupation. Genernl Cooper gave sirirt orders not fo diaturb him,
b Il or she Reid onuly vas noneiheles saly complicated.

fter his misicnaries had departed,
Fids ik chldwas born. The SHLbrt

the remaing of yet anothar loved ane on the small hill west of
the neademy."

After the war Reid worked to reestablich Spencer and re-
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ligious interest amang the Choctaws. In February, 1869, he left
Ihe ration to enoll hig children in an eastern school, bul only
after the tribal council the previous wurumn had authorized the
sebuilding af the academy. Calvin Ervin waa emplosed o make
tre repairs and worked tendily for two years belore Spencer
Yefiosied . aptehellum spionder, On November 3, 1870, the
tribe_withdrew 86,000 from the neighborkood school fund in
anticipation of opening the academy and contated the Baplist,
Methodiat, and both nacthern and southern Presbyterian church
mission boards aboul supervising the school and supplying
teachers.'*

The missian agencies of both northem and southam Pros-
Eylerian Churdlel agreed Lo overses the academy. Soms Chec-
tawa preferred Spencer's oldesl bencfactar, but the council fave
ated the mission board of the southem church that had agreed to
resuscitate Spencer only to prevent it from falling into “hends
that would make it a curse o the Nation.” As suparintendent
the southem Presb; lectad the Reverend J. H. Celion, 8.
native of Favetteville, leh Carelina, Collon accepled ndminis-
tralion of Spencer Academy on May 24, 1871, under terma of a
contract that alipulated an Enrn"mm'\l of aixty hoys. But unable
o Tecruil suificlent leachers, he entered only thirly-twa Btu-
dents 30

The lack o teachers detracied from o success of Callanfa
Tirst vear, yet when J. L
e rocmured his denomination fha
“in & more Mlourishing condition” Wilson's oboarvabion, how-
ever, wis subterfuge as thers was no comparion to esrlier
years. Only Fifty gtudents were cnrolled In 1874 while in the
antebellurm potiod Reld had acoepled three timen that mumber 31

Alter & briet trip to North Cargling, in carly 1875, Colton
exneriel one cTixa after another, Chooliw leaders socused
him of arbitrarily expelling students end of refusing to comsult
the Board of Trusieea about school policy. He was belleved Lo
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Yz i Vi Snlwns Chrniive of Daiafenrn, 1% Lot WSiTs
Ammart Neport, Comminatinr of Iadhan il A1, nwl #H,

A the Choctaw Ntlan, 2 Nav, 1570 [n manvmcrlid collectlon,

¢ Ungpers s, Drculagieeh
e, ol fre
b ¥he



1] The Chrenicten of Ditakomn

have ealablidied 2 slore at tho acadermy and o have delayed

lhe opening of 1he term beginning in the ‘all, 1675, Accordimaly.
the last of October, 1676, the Spencer Board of Trusteen formal-

Iy requested tha couthern Presbyterfans o dismise Collon.1

Jotm 1. Rend toplaccd Cohton, Resd was born in Hinda

miy, Missizippi in Sanuary. 1843, He served four years in
the Confederate Army and entered the ministry at the conflict's
end. He cume o Spenter In December, 1876 with hia wite end
intent daughter fram & parish in Houston, Texas

For five years Read worked lo ruise the level of education at
Spencer Arademy. Hia most puziing problem was the lack of
English comprehension among the aludents, a difficully nat new
to Spencer, only to the superintendent, Read made admirable
progress, but hia work wan terminated because of the southem
chureh's decision ot o renew jis o
<omizact, catensivly because of deterioraling facil
lisbed matives for withdrawal did not reflect The brue ciroun
stances, for the Choctaws ectuslly left the southem church lit-
fle chaice. In November, 1880, the iribal council had indicated
ity dissatisfaction with the praciice of having otudenta da spe-
<ilic chores at Spancer by moting that Gra boys were “1o go tr
achool and mot ie work.”™ As the discontent waa then motual,
Read lelt Spencer in the summer of 1881, Unfoclunalely the
achool's buildings were no longer usable an Lhe home of a thriv-
ing educational institution, and the facilities north af Doaks-
ville ceased 1o fi Spencer Academy. i

Bul the school did nol die. In late 1877 the Choctaw
council had authorised the removal of the instittion to Nelson,
twenty miles west of the old laca
Oklshoma, Principal features of the
railroad, central location, and accessibility during high water.

he Choctaw Council provided for erection of new buildings.
A wooden, twolory dormlilory was built, measuring ninely-
three feet in fromt and two wings which extended 105 feet.
Fucing south, the atructure contained bwenty-eight rooms, and
inatead of several buildings, permilled sleeping ronms, classroam,
kitehen, and dining room ta be in one large edifice. At 2 Later
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date an addilional dommitory waa conatructed to the west.Z® The
academy wes identified at the second location a8 New Spencer.

The new aile wne selected before Lhe soulhern Presbyteriang
relinquished control of old Spencer. Thus when Allen w..ghl.
Superintendent of Schools and former Principal Chief of
Choctsw Nation, requested the narthern Presbvterian Church
0 resme pdministeation of Spencer, 3t was undersiond that
there wauld be o facilities. This knowledge and the availabili-
ty of Ofiver P. Stark, & former Spencer teacher, lo serve as
superintendent permsded the northern church to resume ean-
trol of th academny In the surmer, 1813

The tirsk term in the facilities at New Spenoer henn u'\
November, 1862. Stark, in the twilight o
reer, wan gomething Jess then an sdequste admi
proved incapable of progressive laderthip. After his death in
IBM Harvey R. Schermerhomn became the superintendent. The

g year, however, the Chorlaw councl without prior
tion revoked the contrect with the nerthem church be-
cause had “exercised au-
thority” in expelling students 2s well a3 put "in a farm for his
own_wee.” But leading Choetaws soon doubled the wisdom of
the Countil's action and in a complele reveraal, in March, 1834,

horm. waz ssked 1o remain at the academy and direct
the school under the wupervieion of the Choctaw yavemment
and without church eannection

rwr

Schermerhom _reluciantly accepled fhe appointment. He
wnrkgd. to relumn. Spemer il pievious benefactor, and ater
te Choctaw suthority for the transaction. in
Nuvzmbe 8195. Scheme‘rhum urged the northern mission board
to return @ Spencer and “bold this land for the Lord and the
Presbyterian Church." The Mission bourd subseguently agreed
to 4 One-vear confract, and the superintendent again in behalf
of the narthern church aceepiad contrl of the schocl in Agpril,
1887.1¢
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Harvey Schermerhorn left New Spencer when mpumb
Jor the ian of the school was o the Boara
of Hume Missions of the northern Freshyterian Church in July,
1888. The Home Board directed mismiun activily in the territo-
vics of the United States, and by an 1865 agreement with ila
siotor agency, the Foreign Mimion Board, was invested wi
ion, work among the Choctawn, Reverend R W. Hill,
Superintendent of the Presbyterian Home Missions in Indion
Tertitory, accepted lemporary oversight of Spencer. In Novem-
ber, Alfred Doching from Kasms was named the pérmapent
superintendent, and Hill retumed to his hepdquarters in Mus-
koyee. For personal reasons, Docking resigned his position aft-
er three years in 1892, The new wiperintendent, W. A, Caldwell
wns also a mpsble edumtor and administretor and for the linst
time since the Civil War provided for the slipulated one hundred
studenis.t?

Upan Leibal request the Board of Home Missions on July 1,
1884 returned Spenger Academy to the Choctaw Netion, and
Caldwell Teft Indian Tersitory. The Choctaw Board of Eduea-
tion then mssumed dicect responmibility for Spencer selecting
J. B Jeler, a Choclaw citizen end_lormer Sunerintendent of
Sehools, a3 supetintendent, But tribal direction of the academy
presented unexpected difficultiea The annusl cost increased
$2,000 over o church-connected adminialration, and of course,
hoine rult was no inkuanca against disster. '@

Cn October 8, 1398, Spencer's main building and starercam
bumed. Three studenty whom Jeter had disciplined satumted the
front and back stairs of the main building with coal ofl latz
one evening. Once iniled the wooden siructure burned mpidly,
but most students jumped |o salfely. Yet the toll was nearly
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ineatculshle: five dend, seven aiously burned, and the chiel
educational resource of the Choctiwa waa destroyed !

At the Council peazion in 1697, Jeter urged tha rebuikling
of the aesdensy. *11 the propery inerl wid, 1t would be o

ol meney and & crime Against e people,” hie mantained.
ecordingly, the Chactaws 4¢tad 13 resiors. the aoadenty PO
ta burnt foundations, but funds were net availsble wntil Novem-
ber, 1887 and the school failed to open until the fall, 18981

“The first term in the new scademy building wes the last,
The Alcka Agreemant of 1397 which pmuded for Lhe division
of Choctaw lands and the dissclution of Choclaw 3
enabled the United Staten na alao appropriate its schaol eyslem,
ard particularly Spencer. The federal government appointsd
‘Waltace B. Butz to superintend the atademy, bul federal conlrol
lasted only one year. Spencer bumad agoin on June 23, 1900.
Srarks from u fire in the sleam pump entered & windew in the
main building's sscond story, ignited bedding, and continued to
fuel a blaze that spread rapidly through the unplastered, frame
dmlttuhr; o one. mas injured, bui the 37,000 building was 4
tata

o real effort was raade to realore Spencer. After o fotble
temp fo et ontrol o the g Stoes. the Crunci
authorizce the aale of \he remaining fuiliie and groacds, The
school was advertised for mle on December 20, 1960, but Super-
intendent Butz refused passession Lo Chocuw officiels. The land
remained in possession of the United Statea Indian Cffice uril
it wag alloited at the end of the Chactaw Nationl government. '

Dhring ity exiptence the goal of Spencor Academy was to
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mald ils students into useful citizens thrugh an intellectus] and
opiritunl edueation. Instruction at Spancer waé @ day-te-day
alfair with an esteblished moral and academic routine. Barly in
tha school's history the students rose at deybreak, dresaed, and
prepared for the required moming prayers, alter which lhey
Worued ot 0dd jobs antil reaklast sl saven o'clock. Follow
breaktssl, the grounds were policed, mooms eleaned, and 4
made. Clansen begen at mine and lasted untll lunch, Stodies
reaumed at hall past one and, with an inlervel devoted io
recreation, continued unti! hall past four when the boya tumed
again to manusl labor. The final manl was Liken &t sundown
when prayers were clfered egain. By nine the young men were
in bed

pencer was a missian paint to its religious benefactors and
all superintendents plrced, emphasia wpon spiritual inatruction
In addition. lo moming and evening prayers, Edmund McKinney
required [he students to altend a Sundsy aftemoon Bible clam.
Almnd_cr permiited these “unxlous, over theic soule” (o

Every da
o teront i chapler, and the sludents also memorized
Hible vernes and anawered questigna in the shorter Preshylerian
catechism, But efforts o convert the atudents to an organized
church were largely unsuccessful. James Famsey snd Heid re-
coeded mare iona than piher thoush

sarely did more than ten per eont of the students ever embruce
Tormal Cheiatianity. Yel thome who did sccept the Presbytarian
doctring were of urusual degication, For cxample, Danicl Pinson,
Allen Wright, Thomas R. Benton and Alfred Wright all became
effective Presbyterian preschers.’*

As a baarding institution Spencer and (he missionarics wets
both hame &nd parents to the students. Children entering the
academy were ausigred roomy in ane of the four dormilories
whars thers were séldom kss than five in one room and fre-

Mission Houie in New York provided either ready-mede artictes
mpplied on the besia of representative measurements or yord

ey te W, Tawtie, poucer, 20 Tune 184, Baa 8, Vol, 2,
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In the latter event, eontern Ladies Aid Sociaties seed
the garmenta from tho patlema fumnished, and once at Spancer
missionary wives maintained the clothes 't

Meals were prepared in the kilchen and sarved in the dining
o atashied Lo the 1o of the aoperintendent’s harse. A besie
sicled of meat, mwiit polaloes, molasses ard “Tom

i mnm.m In sesson the garden provided a variety of
vegetables, at New Spencer and black-
berries were abundant in the spring, i wild honey was available
year arcund. Fish, squirrel, and other game were served when
caught by the bayx. und on’spaciol secoiumn ubey and rongied
peanuta were prepared. Peter Hudson, u ttudent aftet the Civil
War, remembeed (hat the boys “lived on beef, com bresd, milk
and 2 cup of caffec. Biecuils wore given only on Sunday morn.
ing.” Another student reclled that the lable was el wilh
Drunes, rice, sgar, coltes, vegetables, pork, com, whest, beet,
d butter. Duting s existance Lhe diet normally

ied and sufficient, and no cases of malmutrition wers

Vet the health of the sludents was ot always good, for
a family of one hundred boys wes fertile ground for most
communicable  discases. Jumes Ramzy called doclors from
Doakeville to attend the students, Imt their pervices werd ex-
penelve—S353 for one Afteen-day Alexander Reid was
his own doclor, mixing and ld.mlnl!lenng medicines, delivering
his own and hia colleagues’ children, frecly advising on home
medical remedies. He cupped and blod the voungsters and pre-
acribed = teaspoon of brandy for some smilments. He also pre-
ibed Tar the young wives of the miesionary workers, in their
ilnesses i+

Intellectunl pursuits were the most significan? abt B
Te facilitate insiraction Edmund MeKinney originally divided
the students into primary. intermediate, and advanced depart-
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mants according to ability to speak and understand English.
Alexandor Reid, however, clanified the gtudenta an tha basis of
age and years aponl In scool, Subject matler varied from term
tendent 1o superintendent, bul basic courcea
were reading, writing, spelling and erithmetic, McKinney and
Jdamea Ramsey also Inetructed and examined students in Latin,
and the library fram the firet contained Greek and Latin lexicona,
Greek grammars, and Latin texla of Horace, Caeaar,

Cicera Reid deleted classical instruction maintaining that Latin
when few understood English.
Spancer boys alen received instruction in geography, natural
philosophy, United States histary, almbn and Bible hiakory,
28 well 22 actronomy and vocal music.

Highly educated men provided the inabruction st Spencer.
Most were graduates of Princeton Seminary and were as well
Irmined an any teachets in the Uniled States. Lane Seminary,
Hampton-Sydney, and Columbia Seminary also had gradustes
at the school. ¥t e o lenching was messurcd by, ebiliy
to peak Engh uged by i atandard alone, Spencer
was & sigral e Aer e years of training, tudenta
contd not. understand simple jnsiructions such as “bring a slick
of wood" or "o for @ buckel of waler.” Enrolment in fhe
acaderay did ot improve with experience, for seventy per eent
of the students did not unersiand the langusge av Late s Ihe
80P, 11

Judgment of Spencer Academy must not rest entirely upon
the sucoess or lack of succese of English inotruction. The academy
demonstrated ifs value in other areas. In 1845, the six boys se-

tlone in 1853, Furthermore, the aificers of the Choetaw troops
dhuring the Civil War were largely graduates of the national acad.
<y, And some of the leading wn of the Nation Dessed through
the halls of Spencer. Principal Chiefs B, J. Smaliwood, Jefer-
aon Gurdner, Allen Wright, Jackson McCurtain, end Gilbert
Dukes were all edusated hort. Judge Charles Vinson, National
Treasurer William Wilson, educators Peter Eludson and Simon
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Duight, Dostor B N. Weight and the Beversnd Frark Hall
Wrigat were trained. at Spencer. Gabe Parker, n teacher
cordscing it Just yoars, Choctam National Atigmey and e
bor of the commitiss llat providsd the Grest Seal of Okley
bama, also was & studant ot the academy. Through these and
pthers the school’s influence pervaded the whole tribe.1t

Thus Spencer Aﬂ:lenu’ stands aa an jmporiant eduestional
instifution amang the Choctaws. The tribe was pleased with the
nchool's efforts snd unerl.l]y satistied wilh the results. Most
sgreed with John Hobart Heald, 2 well-educsted Indian, trader,
that Spencer Academy was 'uqual ta any of the good old schools

En; 4 To Lhw Choctaws it was & morsl and in-
providing sustenance to a peaple hungry for

onal devhivom, Oifics ut |
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