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Reporis of the ovirness uf Gilahoma Terrilary

REPORTS OF THE GOVERNORS OF
OKLAHOMA TERRITORY
1891 to 1839
By B. H. Johnson*
-7he dust atirred by eptimistic Oklshoma settlers at the open-

of the Territory had lony since setiled by the fall of 1598,
mpwuﬂflm!hli'mmgﬂphﬂhu\l:lm Oklahoma, a4 the

Twilization. Okilahoms, Territory had survived her ehildhood,
and, in the eyed of vome, had moved into maturity

OClahoma's dramelic growth ingpired a variety of promoters
tro tha beginning. To thase who believed in the furure of OKla-
o, i e natural 10 tell the world of her grentnes—to “aing

her praioat” a8 the booster afteit extlaimed Thus, Camins M.
Bernes, the fourth governar of Oklshoma Territory, could mpeak
of continued growth in his anual report to the Scrretary of the
e tn 1650, Tn e, ghort seart. b rlsctod, frunigsacion 1o

s vpical Booster

Tiot & day during lhoynrhul the
te-topped prairie schooner can ba scen ng its way from
2outh, enef, or west loward & new abiding plece in Okle-

mmq trein brings newcomera to the citien, towns, o farms.

B by 1 maana unique in lavishing praise
4on 8 New territory, Such m apirit had pervaded all the Americai
ocmtorl Misch of the ankire New Warld Waller Preacott Wabb

""h:dﬂue the government jtaclf began an
(b viEm after the Civil War. Such agencies as Lhe Land Office,
i m.vn Byreay, and the Army Enginsers produeed. at-
reports designad to Jure seltlers to tha hinterlands. Even

gy ‘;';-u o u,a.m.

ko Boy M. Robbins, in his book on the public domain,
Irpressive promotionel
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00 Tho Chramicles of Ulahamo

the territorial governors” official reports were nat i
allsncorapang bocter spirt. IR o g,

“This study will investigats the promotions] aclivities tonof 4.
boma’s governors ea reflected in Ewir reparts ko the Sacrelary
the Tnitetior for the yeara 1891 (o 1899, This period span’s.,
sdministrations of four governors and covers the fist dmd,
white qettlement in Oklghoma, Allhough: the treatmant i ik i arg
topical, & chronological pattern b been followed r
Belore disctmsing the actuel reports, huwever, th:pewm
grounda of the four gavernpra who Wrole and compiled thers ary
briaily discussed,

George 'W. Steele, a native of Indiana, served aa the figt
chiel executive of Okll-hnml Hia Republican political Bssociations

afler nearly 8 yest and & o bt of st politiea.! Afler hig
resignelion, Steele tokd & Pitabure newapaper Teporter that he
sccepted the fob mpulluely; when be tried to back cut, Prel
t Harcison persusded him o sorept the pastion suek 4
marked that he found mattera in “pretty bad shape” u
arrival, Nevertheless, he took pride in the rl!v!lopmem i
homa during his administration and even boasted that the Terd-
sory shoured eifenier of having been setled » Hndred yeur
instesd of & few mantha.

The next governor, A. J. Seay, moved into the governort
chair frotm his sokt 6r, e tervitotial supreme court, u not he hed
puined when Steele was named governor. Bam in Vimm.gu{

u

there and Inber Tead law, but the oufizeak of the Civil War i
April, 1861, foroed him fo poatpone a legnl career, Ins ¥
entered the Union Atiny a4 & private and roee to the mnX %
calamel. Altes the way b served. . sote .uam i Moo B
Ilkrenhmﬂﬂlel:-nkmglnlin!ﬂﬂ unwﬂf""‘»
office Insted from February L, 1892, wmu'r 1899, when C0
election of & Democratic .-mma, Grover Cleveland.
back t> his banking interests in Kingflsher,

eceied

2 Thiw stady In not Mnrrmld with Lhe boamer .ﬁnrmn nlm T ,wv
i tar e, treated Y

Daris conerand The Dkiovorst Py ,;.d,,‘ o
Tutmesite ot vinbore, Porete J942). Ton poliirs mratr

tugahond nee gizen bn Rop Gittiuger. Tan Form:
Drem, 1030)

Cuirersits of Oklaboma
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GUYERNOR GEORGE W. STEELE



8 The Chrouichts of Oktakome.

e
political jobe before moving to Oklahoma in 1889 and extyh
ihe o buch at Morman Faoutrows relgtively inng, toure e L
ermor edhlmbpunulnmeord!rh'hmmmhnh.dh‘
o prefeceesors,

When William McKm‘Ey entered the Vc’l#hﬂum in 14y,

Terri
wan during hie géminisiration that Oklahoma celebrated her
tenth birthday.

As chief executive of the Territory, the governor held an
envinble peeition. Nat only could he lurther the ohjectives of T
party, but he could also enjoy the persons] satisfaction af being
the Territory's leading citizen—without the rigorn of an election
Although bis eppointment. tame from the Proident, the territoricl
governor warked under the Secretary of the Intarior, for whom
he[lledavmhenrepuﬂallhtduenirrdlﬁml
val

eeporta.t
By 1897, the Report had grown

dition o b s cauaments on the €0

tory, Governar Barnes included gtatements by othe

—_ wr
¥ Obvinusly, the puvemars wore malsied b (balr atafia, aod (¢ e e
it the webia] omuage whs thes of wo side. Fewapapermt F‘f-'l e
er worked o (he reparis wbite mrviox us, DRFA oy te O
Haree” Beviilin the prrrm o peniied ..m.‘n,.‘-b ~w, ol
ppearsd under thelr namen Boe “Webodl
T o Oty of bbeas L
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GQOVERNOR A. J. BEAY
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10 ey,
ectnes
m foted
o, B ngy

offcials ad experts, In 1898, h inoreasd . dorurmsny
enty-aix paces and included photographs of
oot gl g sk g
106-page report claimed to offer complete informa
all phaven af Lfe and eetivity in Okishoma.
Desplte their overt intereot in promotion, the governors
awaze of the need to be truthful. For inatance, Gowernor Bey
frow teatiti 1954 that be was presenting the true W‘mn

fora been eo injurious to many of m?
‘calern Stales.’ The next year he repeated hig intent h makg g
"lalullu] report” based le ources. Similarly, Gavernor
Barnes vouched for the veracity of his 1638 report, dewpite ity
fictional sopestanct, Nevortheless, the governors exploited thy
ropaganda potential of such material. Nearly seventy-five thou
nnd copies of e repart, were circulated through the North

and East, whils some fitty Ihousand copiea of Me next yesrs
study were given away af the Omahe zxpn
came from several sources, such a8 lorritn
e Iuaders, Newspapermen werc paztieularly adem u lumuhm.
“boom'" malecial ¢

1t is evident u-ul the govemnars' Teporls contained masterfal
];rupannd.n Numerous exarnples show the "Hective use of over.
"t in the sase. of Goverwor Renirin, who predicied sn
Tk dauluuv" for Oklahoma becausa of her “soft lalizn
«climate” and “pure” American inhabitants. Moreover, the cnsv
ence of “fine cities” where deer had recently
anterprise of Oklshomu's citizenry, Surely pe other sm.c had
attained so much in ix ehart yearst

The assistancs of the deity was implied from year o yei™.
'rn the bocater, there was 8 gresl sirmilarily belsreon he Okl
bomma aetlers o the Children of Taral The relative onderlineg
of Cklahoma's settlement further convinced optimisls thal
0 on the sids. of These wiho sought a betier Lfe In the Terrikon:
Tha substquent establishment of e, chrelyes, fraternal o
genizations, and ulher agencien of chutisation dupeﬂeﬂ and
maining doubt: God had gmiled on

Ore of 1he firt topics to appear in each report 42 PO
Tl a6 the figures secmed, they wece of major ime

epoet, 194, 0.

2 1bi, 1R, -

» Far the mie of hh? nemapspee sllor e Bobby B, Jhwn d""“n, ™
Attltudes of Home Kew i Ollahoma Terrllory—The LA\ o
Fair Gl The Ehtanietis o1 DEirhoma. Vel T4 1.

uz.,.m. 1909, . 3.



Mepurts af the tiacornare of Obivhama Taceitory an

o groming mouniry. A wperial cenuus cited in Goyernor Stesle's
8 e s oo of 60 411 ertons in Oklshoma, The
tiony mere than doubled in the next yer, and by 1394
P""" ‘of inhabitants had reached an eytimated 275,000, o
gare e ecaied 310,000 in 1893, bt Governor Barnes complained
£\ asseanors had been toa condervative in Uir estimates. Never-
lis, & dteady tde of immigralion ruised the population 1o
75,000 persons by the end of the decade. ?
But mere populntion firures did not tell the entirc story, The
posorora were equally intereated in the quality of Oklahowa's
ishabitants, 83 shown by Governor Steele's boast that Oklshoma

E
i

s, L . . K Governor
e similar pride n the mevtle of Okiahama's oy o
e noted that & warthy moral elomont had overcome: the Tul-
{..,.jsm o earlisrdays, He ruarveled ot the exterprie ard
incts of the people.

The epeod with which Oklshormana evablished refigiovs
wovernom. The

further reapon ta bomst nhm Cklghoma's Chriatian Endesvor
Uricn won & nationa x mowth, The gouerars deemed

The presence of verious social and fraternal Laod e
drew their attention, Governor Scay described much o
" Ihe Masons i1l Keigis of Pythiot sh “inatimetslities of

" The Oddlellows and the Grand Army of the Republic
Ly the largest fraterna] groups in Oklahoma. The latter had &
¥ecial appes] to Oklshomens, many of whom were Union vet-
<rana, \'urly G.AR. encampments drew thousands

% reports similarly actorded the prets a share of the

crauu Jor Oklshoma's progeam. Govemor Bame conaidercd te-

orial. newapepers. comparble with thooe in any part of the
kzn He termed Oklahoma edmn “loyal and ensrgelic” in

m‘"(llhrthehmmfyﬂbﬁ!m leret.11

b of ‘these "nﬂvunlagm" would mot be particularly well
"’!d now because they dealt with mum.my and race, Gov-
“mfmw- boast. that Oklahom's prople werd Largely Ameti-

i ,., 3 Srsalitoms by rases semenled that (b mpslatlen man B e
* oot Nowrs, and b per cont Indan, Repord, 1802, p.
i 1897, 3. 16
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GOVERNOR WILLIAM G. RENFRBOW



Reparta of e Oucermara of Gkiokama Pecelrary "

by islh probably ecelved opplame in 2 time of hesey
on inmigration to ca.'t Earlier, be had

Oklhotta's cancern aver her public image 1s readily under-
sundabls when one ponders the tru sl of sffaiz. Mo donbt
el wert humarous, but The accompliunents of orly tem

Lebariounly contrived. row onee boasted that the
Sabbath wae beller otwerved in Oklahoma than in many older

t comparison with similar affaira in any

aurxm'rmim.-y "

bizarre camparisan appeared in Barnes's 1808 repart
Mhsmumtoﬂm}mmh.dmmmfwmrynw
muhﬂe.nrum.’l“emmlndoummry 425 pereona,

Vielon of & every farotly ks
ighted Covernor Renfrow. Oklahoma's quest for knowladps Jod
Barncn 1o doclare; “Ho ooramunily on earth eve: taok

Govemor
;lly A #land for higher eduration or made so rapid p
ducational way as has Oklshoma ""Th.tﬂmlllunhpud

alno ackmowledged the contributions of several

"IN pei g,

U, J\"“’ O'hl-humn Tros Aoocadon flid wa_otlia] somplaior with
of enttd Crege in 1893 fur meeding out wnek reporen. See Gffiriat B

. e Aty i R Ao e el ]

A 1EW. p. 1L
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religious institutions, which included & Cathalic school at 3y
Hun, & Congragationalist college at Kingfisher, and 4 Frieny,

cademy at Stella. Busines mnegus at Oklahoma City 0%
Guthrie affersd praclical & and

Higher educalion slvo dre the governots’ praise. 1,
Tersitory bad three much schools by 1892 & territorial wniv
aily at Narman, a normal school at. Edmond, and an agricultury
and mechanical cotlege at Stillwater. Within three yeurn (hy

Utiversity hud 147 studonts and five laculty members. ts grady.
st thought Covernar Rendros, mould prove "t wll impippog
w5 the graduates of Eaatern i rw of leatning.” Anothay

normal achaol opemed at Alva in l.‘ne hll of 1897, located on o
forty-acre trect denated by the city.

The gquestion of school gupport wap particularly vital &\.
tiorns 16 and 36 of the public domain were Teservod far
benetit of public schools by an sct of March d, 1889 etlons
and 33 were later set aside in some gounties. This kand wi
leaged ta settlers, and by 1898 thousands of persons were living
on school land. In 1694 the per capita_apportionment for ¢ach
school-age child wis forty-two conls, The next year I raachsd
aixty-nine cents, and by 1897 it amountad to $134 for each of

xpe
fied when it was rovealed that Qklahoma's illiteracy rate wos
Iower Lhan that of thicly-five other states and territori

Barnes attributed thie te the Territory's line educational e
end summed up the deaire for leaming as follows: “A Wﬂiwﬂ‘!ll'y

houses we have nome, but echoolhouses ere eve early
2000 of tham capping the hillsaps or detling the Tatiegs of e
Territory *

Unlike man-made advantages, Oklghoma's naturd] slies
tions gave the governors a built-in sales device, The weathet it
fundamenta] importance lo any new land, and

1ightful, except for & short periad in midummor.” The wl:[v_
of_alnfull mmmd requently, aa though the ﬂ\m{et’!;:}‘

aratively few droughta i Oklabonis, Fie alsg castigated <
::ﬂsm for laaving the lalse impression that Dklshnm:“h,
plagued by sterma. To erase the stigma cauged by such mr?l‘:*""'
cited pavernment records which showed thai Towe, MiTm
Ohio, Kentuslky, and New York had experienced m
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o Josa cf e then. Oklshoma in the proceding decade. He
wi faited o cormider the more sophisticaled record eve-
SR the older alates.

/The guvernors Turther portrayed ukln.nm. climste a3 &
Jansces for the zatian's infitm citizens. Governor Renfrowe cited
Qn A.rnuld tho Letrioria superiniendant of ST health, €
D thal persons siflicted with tiruat and hung trouble had
ied |_‘nen health in Oklahoma. In 1897, Governor Barnes
L . Brixton, who aasaried that Ehere waa "o better
,md ..n.m L s tor” tne consumplive or person with Jung
ug"To those threatened by consumplion, Dr. Buxton prom-

¥ il ant barieh ou 1a dhesert, wninhabited flwtn: fo Weak barren
sy s i o the sy b of iyt el
e o 15 07 il prairien, dokiet with churchen swd
.ok sl 7 .H.N,.,-n.... md snjosment, t et of the
imkulens el it Uler youie e awil 1§ teor, 5l broora

RT3 Ve S

The climate albo bsfriended np’mltuze, the Territory's Toad-
ing means of income. Gavernor Steele considered Oklahoma “an
txcellent agricultural couniry, Tn Geverner Renfrow's epinion,
the territory was capable of producing all klnds of plants. Gover-
nor Barnes gpoke of egricullura and her “handmaiden hortiew-
tus” 25 the Mainslayo of Oklahoma. Such oropo an wheal, oats,
tton, nnd fruit were coneidered the basic sourcas of agrarian
wealth. The most graphic sxampls ol mgricubural premotion
Bppeared in Governar Barnes' 1399 report. Althaugh he ad md
tal the explaits of Oklahoma's farmers sou;
Barnes himself ressrted to eolotful Yanguage: “The farmer hn
ainverled the raw prairi
4 gurdens of vigetabh
2rd hig hee_p cover the hilla, hia awine run the timber, his horaes

been made ta bloom &8 the rose18

g other phase of egriculturse—stoch-ralsing—brought st

mkm'"""“ from Oklahama's officisl bosstera. Governor Steele

eeiod suoces for the Tive stock induatry becavae of (e nature

N 'me lern Oklshorea, The fact thit he had never secn. or heard of

with the “heavis™ further corrvinced Staele that the Ter-

rmor doemed

ma's grozing lands among the finest in the nation, To
[l " Henirove the Territory's extensive gramlands were &

for ranchers,* Fortunately, land was plentiful for thoss

b number of eattle,
toa 1n 1808,

R0, . 01,
08, p. 4. Cavertior Durine i
At mare than une aud & quatier o
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GOVEANOR CASBITE M, BARNES
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to ¢nigr the fivelock frade. A steady sbaam of
wnunndhﬂmk inbo the western part of the Territory
te a1 1898, They settled on come 7,046 sectiors, or & total

e ore than & million acrm.
Althongh epziculture reighed in the 1880's, the gavernors
ot bhind fa tommezcial and induskris] advantages. Citie
oy sprane up, and with them came the chaniety of corn-
to support a thriving population.®® Gowernor

nca ta

%

(XY

exiated in
Governor Renl1ow later advied eastern capitalists to visit ml.-
for a ripe investment market. By IWT Gommor Bsmm
al such diversified indudtvics as distil
raﬂwly hops. The Terrilory was virmur frw of
he noted, except fer an influx of “
orthern and eastarn states. Railmads were of ]n'l-
to the growing commerce af Oklaboma, and
bok care to incude rallwey information in hia
ical fashion, Governor Barnes boasted that thera
country WM‘\ 4 l.il'.'le of ta transportation licilitiea
klahomma.” Territorial Board of Rallway As-
mzmﬁnﬁluufmmmmm]m.
1o territorial commerce were the commmica-
provided I;_v the Westerm [lnion, the Mimour end
!Fhm peny, and the Perkine Telephone Com-

ERTTL
=%§g§z;3§g,%:ﬁi

e of the by.products of dwclopmcnt wn wound public
Property valuation climbed standlly, although many
wert not yet mubject to tustion, In 1691, Tbmtmi-l muu-

i
i
g
E_,
i
E
)

1
H
ik
2
i

1d hrizata wea for higher than In Oklahoma, where it was
i)

Much of Oklshoma's growth was due ko hér stable govern-
or, for which the govemors modestly took their chare of the
Bu‘:""lrl!llnga}nu&ﬂ:elmthn{ﬂm capital, the firet
= ssseanbly ‘enacted & cade af Law which Governor
bo demcribad gt mﬂ

- Sovemor Benfrow took o wors critlcal view a fem yearm

f

!pu..n, hn:.;n ;nmm., bad fifsyfirg Baoks with y total paldeop

n..f;"" Lo, . 7. Arison ka4 per curita Dt of ey dollaes;



s Ths PhvonTcles of Oitadoma

later when be scoused the sarly legislatoxs of producing o

of incongruity. He deemed the next twa legislatures more o Ty

& privale mnitarium at Norman. Such 8 move would s
Tersitory aome sight, thovsand dollars @ year, sriusi Congry
Rentrow,11

Deapita the effectiveness of {heir ! gosirmmey,
most Oldghomans looked forward bmtehmd Indcg-l_ thia ey
the most papular topie throughout the Territary. unm,., Sear
u.lled I immediate etatehood s early as 1832, H

a mare culious policy in proposing s.mle Atalehood
M Dkll.hn and Indian T:mhnry Renlrow alferd the folkow-
ing candid appraisal of the problem: “The question of statehuog
for Oklahoma has been much agilated, and the people are divided
on the question, Some desire statehood for Chklehoma with 6
pmaam bounderies [1834]; othare prefer to have the matler of
deferred until euch time as Oklehoma and the Indian
Terrltnly may be admitted aa one State. "1
BGovernor Barnen aloo fevared single statehood, Wherezs o
stale would give Oklahoma vigorous pnumrm, he rensaned, np
arate states. would be “hurdensome end snmoying.” Bames
forred  one Illge state which would hrmg “pride snd .r-ur-u
o

“True to b role oy official booster, Cavernor Barnes placd

m the rest of the governors and most of the populace: m
munlry itaell wad a sourse of plide al first; Iater, the wﬂkm
their institutions becare the joy of Cklahoma's pro
governom’ reporta reflect this penalum for sclt-praive.

e pemphleks of 8 few peges, they avolved inlo leuw
e aceonis. 1

di:
bowa Temilory's inferiority compler Mors imw'"“;ﬂ,,.
prasent & wealth of factual materiat, ‘moch of which 3 i)
able elotwhens, The documents aleo tell a story of R

eraor o1 O
Repors, 108, p. & Willam 1. Jeabinn. b (18 g2 ,a«ﬂﬂ

b Torehory, nak wrmmned v ol ga 1001 inenite 4Tt

st Suneering e Sl £ the o ot Kot

Qkladen




Reportt o} the @ovtvnors of Oblaboovd Perridory ;e

& cam ot be denled that Oklshoma grew with tha apeed of &
aitbwugh one of her governors might have ohjectsd ta

mwﬁ it

ian should spprodch thato souzoms. mith cors.

indiscriminately would be misleading, sinca their

bt
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