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THE CHOCTAW NATION TN 1843;
A MISSIONARY'S VIEW

By Keiti: L Bryont, Jr

On February 8, 1843, the Reverend Jared Olmated wrote a
Jattet 4o his brothee Orrin L. Olmsled which reveals both despair
ut the primitive conditions in the Choclaw Nation and hapa for
the fubure ! Ons of & hearty band of missionary-teachers sent
oy the American Board. of Comminejoniers for Poreign Misions,
Diroated and hig wife Julin labored for seven years amang the
Choutaws in the west. Born in Narelk, Cornecticut on Augus:
19, 1511, he had been sducated at the Courtland Acaderay in
Mew York. Whan he arrived in the Choctaw Netion, Olmsted
et & home and @ achoal for Chactawr bays in the region of
Fort Towaon. The echool was named Norwalk after his birth-
placet Olmatod died o Septamber 19, 1643, but his school was
cmtimied under the dirsation of Charles Copeland.>

This letter presents & picture of the difficulties faced by the
Choctawa and their teschers, but it alas demonstrates the eamant
desine on. the part af both for the expanalon of ducationsl facls

Ln yeara earlier. The efforta 1o develop a school sysiem were
Iabar rewarded when thest imstitutions provided many young
Choctaws with an opportunity to becoms aducated.
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0 The Chroninlas of Olchoma

Tz Sazxn OrasTen Levras
Norwslk, Fort Towam B. o,
Feb. bth 1843

Orrin L. Olmetad Esq.
Elmira, New York,
Desir Brothsr,

I have not quit writing you, foranyﬂunghm.mym
nexligence, And even now 1 shall make ey
mmLAlmyﬂu [hdiwalhep-amud:ﬂhnkl’-wr,whid.

cught to be uer, as most ministers S0 You gee my
fults, big & little

Afters of this Na. [Natfout are o i, eotepting on e
mubject af Public Schoo General Conngll of the
Mation, o very important set puaud |—appropriating 316,000

for Public Schools, tobelmtedlnﬂ!Nl"ﬂu’ee of them arm

One at Tév. €. Byingtor's.” Two others are 1 be 30 miles west
of me, but nat vary near any of our Mims, (Mission) Stationk
These five are ta be under the care of Preshylerian hionazia,
Although thia act hea pamed.n the Choctaw Caunel, yet it vnll
mamunummuwm of Congrem,
mher the signature of the Secretary of War. mmsnh-
Chick [Chlduuw] Indians treated with the Choclewa & becare
ineorporated into tebic Nnunn, l'ar this privilege the 3
geaws pay tha Choctawa Inlerest of 800000 $!
18,000 & of this Anmuity s b nppmpmhd a9 sbove mer
tianed. Each Superintendent Teacher iz not fo receive more M

responsinility conmected with these schools, that it = o
doubthd whether 1 engage in either of them. This is he

*A luw puied (o Vovenber, 1002, Laws of the Choctar, L
(New York, 1063, T, Cited by Oruni Forcitmn, Tra Pis ¢
Tribes orian, 156, 50 -

Jock schou] hsd besn direted w u1= mmm-n "‘,",':'.;nd
um":, Wl betore e aew egiandion,

Ly Kingabury, angther Presbyierian
mmwmum-lmuemmr,umgmmw! mn,,,.
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v of tha Cbictams, tomands Public Schonls to be uneee it
S operation & controls. Ihpothqwdlbebluﬂdb
the right way.

mmummuncnm lmhs...mu,hmm[
jor the list thrve years, (Hee Mim. (Missionary for
. 1843)5 The Chootaws are i 1a be stupid, kg, & ot
o Il ) Natural intelligent. This simply Ie 100 true. But they
ey rise in the pearch for intelligence & Relizion

We ar slesnly stuated & bave mny af the cumirty of
ite. 1 hve opent much of my time these years just in bullding
sy own dwelling & school hovse. I hope 1o finish ell my bl
Jugs \bin coming cpring if we At apared & have comfortabls
hemléh. My echool hes been the best in tha Na. this year past.
We have hud a great ovarflow of Red & Arkanmus Rivers, n fow
it River ree aix feet or mare above high water
mark Tool cattle, harses, hogn, houses, fcnm & in meny in-
sienoes, people. It is 7ot yet knewn haw rasny Tves are lost,
Yo e armount of properts, We hue tight miles from the Fiver,
& mfferod 10 Iosa Whateves —unless it be in the lack of Pork &
Bee? hereafter.

ij!ullmyuurmnwfiﬂnme T ew & youn Minister
trom E, [Elmira] at Synod in Romer Village in e Did
aister R, think when we all Lived in the old Loj
daﬂgnumbﬂrwalnhhledhhve&dmmun!amcmxﬂmlndmxu
We have 10 Important news from any of our relatives. There
e ghout 1400 Troops, Rank & File lying about un & on our
bzl S0 much fof smard & rousket, with 8 sperk ar tw of
tha Bpiril's influencen. . . . We may never gee you. 11 s, all o
U siinc (g me if we meet in hesven . ..
Very Respectiully
Jured Olmsted

A ks for le Iill.lc one.
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