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THE HEAVENER ENIGMA: A RUNE STONE
By Lesiie A. McRill

InTaopucTION

Tha mearing of the rune characters on the large rock stand.
ing on Potesu Klouniain, ecvener in LeFlare County, hay
. Laslie. McUll, 15is ahention wan callad o o
ol e g e ol Office, on (hese ancient muncs, The te.
iy of these and other source materials led Lo hiy
contribution here presenled, ““The Heavener Enigma: A Rune
Stone,” In thid iasva of The Chronicies.

The atention of the Blikr was called in 1953, fo tha
“queet carvings” on a huge stone of, Lhe 1 2 mountei

her since’ girlhood, and she has carried on ressarch for many
yéart to unlock the myetery of the stone. Finally the Editar
visited the rune glone in the wildemess with Mrs. Farley and
Triende, Arother vislt with Mr. and Mrs, John Frizeell, Mim
Lucyl Shirk, and President Geotge Shirk of the Ristorical

sty remulted in Mr. Shirk's report on the “Heavencr Rune
Stone” published in The Chronirles, Autumn, 1959 (pp. 383.368).

After the pnhhalmn of this report, intetest in Ihh id.ﬁﬂ!\l'm
tlmu!!h carved lefters spread far and wide A
tions nf the rones were written in to the Ed;lnr TM
vult of Mr Frederick J. Fohl to Heavener had established the
wrvmus &% Teal rune lellers. This and other investigations lod
the possible work of a stonce-arver several centuries aga.

In 1963, Mr. Oscar Monrad of Oklshoma City brought i
‘o the Editoria] offic, an_mnpsusl ghudy on early runcs in
Europe, Fiia distant cousin, Mr. Kaj Monrad, sn archiviat in Ux
National Muscum at Copenhagen, Denmark, had read the report
on the Fleavener stone in The Chraicies, seit ki by hia Amer-
can cousin, Mr. Kaj Monrad sent in copious notes in fine mans
script, on the rumes based on his study of mawrald in (he
ren Museum, He sleo sent pholograhs, one on ihe
golien horna which King Frederick VIT ordered made In 185
replicas of the lnclmt gnldm horns found in 1839 and 1784
th of these had been stolen from the Royal Museum in 1
and molied. These homs have early rune inscriptions that ar
important n fhe study of runcs going back to the invention of
theee characters,
The name of Potesu as that of the well-known stream it
enptern Oklehoma, which rises in the mountain also named P&
feau, dafes back 1o the early ocrupancy of the French in OKIs-
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1Kai Wemend, Coprobagent
THZ GOLDEN HORNE
Replieas ordered made in 1655, by King Prederick now In e
Nathomal Musaum of Copénlingén, Démark The orgmal
Gialden Horms wer found in 1639 and 17
homa, on the Arknnsas. 1t is u feet in history Uit ihe earlicat
French expedi to Oklshoms. erected carved posts la
the aites of their firat visits and councils with the Indians of
this region.

The word potea in French means “pust” How does it
happen that thin particular river, a branch of the Arkansas, wa
Eiven the name ol Pateax or “Post?" French occupancy, 8 known
Lt [ thin region of Oklahoma in the enrly 1700 along with
M from Mr. McRills study of Bossu's Travels, Turmishes a
pousitle explanation of the “Heavener Rune Stone.” Furthermore,
when the first expeditions sponsored by the Frenth came up the
Atkangas, they met the Quapaw Indisns, whe heve a tradilion
800U thege vigitora. They demanded that the Qumpaws take
them in thelr basts for exploration up the Arkanaas.

cotnnte el French exped under John Law's scheme for
henization of the Missiasippi Velley, mma into the region of
i Arhansan aboul 1718-20. A large part of these fimt colonisia
fiere Germana Ted by a Swedich Coptain. The huge atos with
{erores 38 an the aide of an outlying ridge of the Poteau Moun-
,,u“’- [ucing and averlooking the valley thal continues on up the
ah River to the Arkanssa. Could it be thal the huge “post”

“arved by Germana in a parly under the direction of their




™ The Chronicles of OMchoma.

Yeamed Swadidh Capisin, dewcribing the Valley bolow sna
marking Bhair visit to the mountain? This vallsy tontains the
mounds of on ancient. people bt dwel here and Jang sinee
disappeared. The moat famons of these mounda,

rs the Spira Mound, in recent yeam haa vielded ils h’eﬂ'utq
for archaeclory snd hislory. Mr. McRll here treces bis search
on the subject of the runce and their meaning carved on the
atone.

—The Editer

Tt o 4 der cry from the Oklahoma of our doy and that long
g0 time when some unknown traveler cut an inacription on
the stane which hiay Tecently become known an the “Heavener
Rune-glone.”

A lezge roch, 12 fost high, 10 feot wide, and  fest ik

in the Poteau Mountalns, about 2 miles ner,

honms, bears on 1 face fooe. ancent cunes. Who. In

there, when, and why, vemain an histarical mystery. The e

homa Histarical Society end some loel eilizens of Heavener
been intrigued by the atome and Sts message end have

called the attention of archeclogiats o it.!

Some have visited the site; 10 others, oopies of the inserif
ion have been sent. A for away 28 Denmark translalions have
come, It is pretty well establizhed that the runes on this rock
sre authentic, Soma of these mme chamoters are Lo be found
an the mest Encient momuiments in the Smndinsvian sountrie
made many hundreds of yesru ago.

It i= interesting to know that two very cld rure wonuments
alled |.'r|e “Twa Gaolden Horns” bear similar rune charactors.
Writing abont the fiolden Homa, Archivist Kaj Moncad
Copenhogen, Denmart, aays:!

“The one nethermast, July 20, 1829, and tha upmermosh:
April 21, 1734, both in the diadem of Lecig {?] and both wet
slolen May 4, 1802, from the Royal Museom and melted, Thes
are fotos [#ic] of the copies which King Frederick VIT Iel make

| Gtorge W Shirk. “Rapert of (né Heviner Rune Btone.” ThE
mmnldao,‘ Giktannma, Vol FXEVIL, Ho. 3, p. 341

H’vm the unn)l\ltkm of mATETISl, colkctad &nd tranaleted
Mr. Es) Monrad. from the Hailonal Museum, lhp! gen, Denmatk: 1"
Oklshoma Historieal Soclety. Editarial Gifice.
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il 1855 from ol drwings, The litlle hom has at the brim
o InsCTiption as ﬂml

TR

From the study of this matter made by Mr. Monmd we
gstabieh the authenticity of ihe Heavener runes a5 belanging 1o
The “elder” class of runes.

i Fradarick Pot, an suthorily on the lcavels of the Nocee-
men in America previous to Columbua, visited the Heavener
site see time ago, and is of the opinion (hat the letlars were
,,.. by Norsemen of thal. lime s 1i ma been established that
« Norsemen Teached the rof America as far a3 the
.,,c.mu o e Gotat Lakia, but thers 1 mo catablishod. oo

XARP M PpAFY

iai—"Sun Valley,” or “Monument,” or “Boundary.”
“Dal” ia transtated “Valley* or “Dela."

The roek ot Heavener stands tarth snd south Tacing (e
west, Jt ja overlooking & pulch down which very ol
a Sodieats n onoe-used bail to the northwest, Throdghout
valley ara scattered evidences of the Mound Builders es far as
the Arkanms Hiver

Some nuthorities have it i Lot larsay ime there
a8 a beautiful park of grest pine trees stretching down from
s mouniain 1o, Die valley belom. meking it 2 decitable Lo
um for seulmmu. So “Sun Vallsy” wez [he name given by

¢ traveler or mayhap setiler. And then, paming an, he

ey’ P m.e . hich beearne 0 wild, iolated place, (he hame of
the snake mnd (he wild beests, No longer is there a beautiful
pine luru( thariks o the woodsman's aze, but instead
Fowth brush and nahre's effort 1o retrieve her once beautiful
hﬂnﬂ[wurk now eover the spot.

L & mublerranean Reblin, a nlountlln spirit. If the inserip-
ilh'l{].,i:] Danish §1 is corrsctly wrillen. 'Gnom' {8 (he word

tion

e ‘e’ Is a suffix as sort of u genitive (possess
ombined wllh another word; ‘dal’ in dake or valley in Englieh,

Buoting further from Hr. Manrad:
“Then it aema the inscriotion was cut In the 16th, 17th or
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16th gentury by a not whelly unlenmed man with yood know].
edge of the eldest runes, a5 the interest for mnbiquity had g
flowering in the last two mentioned cenluriza here in Scan,
dinavia, and yet it cannet be said from whet countty the catwey
was. Perhaps he wag & man fron Swoden sino the rune lor 'n.
# out differenidy than 8 Dane would have rut it. The Engh.h
word dale i both Dunish and Swedish, the same word ¢

T vunt fin ) sk s Toed miE X -

— k“ Aanrad

Mr. Monred enclosed in his notes the origin n! the word

an coming from the Latin word “Gremus” and cites

6 _been used by Paracelsus limt, and tound in his

ook Liver e nymphis, sylphia, pygmaei ¢t salamandris & de

onckeris ppiritibus (ed. 1589, 1591, UPem 9, 45): “(“nomi habiianr

in chao montane.” Mr. Moniad stales: “It is knewn that gnomes

were also yuardare of hidden treasures, the whilled little grey men
. great besrds."

Other translations by Mr. 'Mmuud suggest that the name
"Gnemus" means "'earth-dwel “ This is algulu:nk since it
tiea in with the Dresence of the Munnd ‘Huilders in
history long past-—of what is now Oklahoma,

It is interesting to note that pertinent (o the suggestion that
the_inacrintion dales from the LTth or 18 century, we find
in Dr. Paul Tipw's “Survey of Early German Litératare, en
titled, Die Aifeste Deutiche Litteratur bis um das Jahr o0,

i iocurmion of the early runea na the beginninga af the
Cerman language that “there wes a feverish revival in unesr(hms
rune-monuments in Europe in the 17th and 19th centuriea
Thus Fi Magnussea wrote = wholé book sbout & rune-eiling
on which turned out to be natural splils in the tocl
and the Helnerdarfer rune-stane became recognizad an nothing
mare than an entire madern game with Getman Leltera.

Besides the Norsemen theory there is snother which has
mevir beens advanced: Caplain Jean Booou of the French Marines
wus sent lo New Orlesns in 1751 with his military company an
ket out from there to arsume command of & Duchy or Grant i
the 1llinois country.? He deacriben the trip and calla atiention
to two German villages yp river from New Orleans. These ol
jats had been atill_earlicr up the Missiasipni on the Arkones?
River. He says: “These two villages, propled with Germans, #72
the remainder of o ¥t i
Law of the “Mlmisalpoi Bubble' fame). The colony was to com

Tr. Frederick 3. Purl, rmeogeed suuden, s auihority on (¢

kingy in Amerks. Autior of Atlentie Cromings
(Hozian & Gompany, Tnc., Hew York. 1981).
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1 of Germana asd Provencalo to the rumber of 1500; the
:‘_,,,i for it Iour leagues equare, and near a sild nation called

o Mancas; (he colony wan erecicd s & Duchy - - but Mr,
b ailed and the Indin Company kool posssssion of tha goods.”

Mo it has been muggaated that aince the were es-
qablishing “duchies” or “grants” ont o! New Drleurlu that thia
enumeat ot Heavener may well hive buon a Toarker for such
a grant. Dr. Muriel Wrillll of the Oklahome Hislorical Society
hai called attention to this possibility. Natice haw oue Danish
reher saya that per‘mp-hgmamln from Sweden since
the rune for “n" ia written g9 o Swede would write it

w & gtrange coincidence presents itaelf at this juncture of
our .m:y Caplain Boasu makes it very pe'rlment He e that
ihe two German villages were und:r the Swedish
Coptain, And in his report he s npuin “ras *Hr,
‘Arnisburg, whe was at the Batls. or Poh.lu with Charles X1,
ofticer 16 the head of a numercus family established

Could this rune-stone at Heavener be & marker or monument
to such a Duchy aa ihe Frenth were establishing up and down
the Arkanass? History lu silent.

APPENDIX

A hizlorical refle in the form of &n ald print da In the Editorfal
Otffee o the ORWhecs Blatorkesl Sockty, beanlay \he date 170, This
It &R adverllsing posler of & single sheet, with an engraving fer 1-

fur . i
3 8B3 0 LN Dukh Anuage, wdverblsl
Grtal Secte” ord “Fomel-Placer s Bo g

leen hlsbory st isslmlop!
Ly LXPcéution “Tubble ana BT spPeALs n e text on.
P Is transiated from (he Dulch s follows:?

—_—
029, mu‘w&rlm Die Alteste Deuracha Literatur bs um dos Jahr

Farg e, Capiain of e Frenen Marimes, Trasets Thevugh that
pwum \33":‘7"‘" Formerly Gallf: Loulsiana, transisted by ). R
, (London,
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The Great
somig
The Toslwhnest
Dusicing the, iy, progrems and aesive of the Coctpalzn
Bubbké 4nd WiAneoLACD, 1 Prance
¢ Reiberlands,
¥ear MDCGER
Bhowing the Callection. af sll tha
CONDITIONE AND
of thr satal] Company of Navigalion, Commerce, vie.
the Netherlhods. as they Were PUC Into pracloe. were
the State In nev
it
EONST-PLACIE,
Comedles wad Pocrs
Hied Ly difterent amateurs, bo tock (nis abooloatle
sad ki ok, Carcugh v 1 Ly Tear, SHFEMa? Tamuales an
o fogm, Bl Sha. Lo Waioh we: vilnid, and by which wera
Fraoce,

Sibrvid Aivt The  SepAniAe NeGHEE Were Sbikrebiesy 1
Brglend, o2 well g in e Hetherlands,

2 lomg an the Gresty e

3 provided wth wuney ond goods,
Be cpiches frog iy Wy rltiey
For the Greaty GAd DRCPUBUIoNS are alwaps fed by them.
Printed ea proot for the Descedents, in that
TeteFul Yoo, for many S aad Wie, 1730

* The i poster from Dulen ok English =

M airinBacar s OHReE OF Gelabe R, ma soent. o8

44 i tho Wetherlands an an Intermational Christian Youth

sudent. ohe !mm-mnmmml.wmw!ml
i

by

iy
Is

Dutehs Zeundly ahd Jewzued tha Duteh langusge. Sandre gradusted 1000
Pulnam City High Echwol In 1084 2ud b & swdent at Oklahoma Biat
Ttwersity.—Ed.
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