PREHISTORIC CHERT QUARRIES TN KAY COUNTY:
A REFORT

By Otte F. $pring

Foreword

The original manuseripé of this report on “Chert Quarries
in Hay County.” by Oto F. Sprig o in (o Joneph B. Thobara
Collection of menuscripts in the Editorisl Department of the
Dklahoma Historical Society. Thin mpm wea brought o light
in the preliminary filing of manuscripts in the Collectien
by Mre. W. H. Holway, of Tulsa, ond her sister, Misa Clare Kerz,
Wheir work having boes, gereruly contebute and continued 45
intervals recently, far mare then {hree yea

Juseph B. Thaburn was director of the Marlend Archasalogi-
cal Expedition of 1936, lm.nmd by Mr. E. W. Marland of Pnn-
City, under the auspices of the Oklshoma Historical
Exploration wock in the field waa [n charge of Otto F. Spring ol
the Unlversity of Okluhoma and Harry (“Doe”) Robertson of
Phillips Univemity.!

Excavation was carried on st the ancient Caddoan village
Eites in tha vicinity of Doer Creck, on the weal tids of the
Arkanans River in Kay County. The villags sita at the mouth
of Deee Creek hud speciel ineoeat in the binorical teld, with
its evidences of the
brought fo Light includm; l\'lkles o orrar and brase. e
implements and parts of gun plates with desigme

tury.

records of Amer] imyeldwwnnnoldmpamdeinEnchnd.
lndsﬂlﬂandlndinEllm

r. Thobum prepared Oinu Spring’s Report with an intro-
ammn for publication in The Céronicles in the summer of

lJoszpn B. Thobors, "Oklahoma Archaentogical lnrabiona in
w, . Chronttst of Olancna. VoL 1V, Mo P vy
L of Objects Discovered by the Marland Archeslogical
x:mmom u: 1926 The Chronittes of OEShowia, Fetas anA DoComents,
ok JEIY, Ho. 4 (Winiar, 146-47). o B1-4; Gromgy T Ehicr, ‘Ol
Totte, k" X
Bcpleaur a1 1484 Lol a, TR erdinan, Tl Whity gettie:
Oklahoims,” TRe Chrowlhlel of Oklshotia, VoL XLI No. 1
Finere. ey 13,
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1926." He also hed made a special map showing the localion of
the chert, ar flint quarries near Hardy, This unpublithed Report
along with hll infroduclion &nd the map printed for the fimt

time follows:
—(MHW®, Ed)

Editorial Introduction

During the monthe of May, June and July of tha euttent
year, 4 mmall archacological ficld parly has
Hay Count:

geting the quarries of chert, ot flint, which wera worked by the

primitive inhabitants in prehistoric times. These ere located in

northeastern part of Kay County, in the vi mly of the vil-

laga of Hardy. The primitive stone weapona and ioola of pre-

‘hintorie man are more or lesa of common occurrence in all

p-rh of Ok.hholm. though few peaple cver paust to consider
man

secured material which he fashioned into

d shapes o euit his several purposea. Other
quarries o durl o flint, ate to be fourd dewhere in the statet
Such quarries are not always readily recogrized and understood
by everyone who sees them even & hough il may be ovident that
they are e reslt of artificial sxcavation. Honce one sometimes
besis them referred fo an “old Spanish mines" thotgh mast of
ther antedats by hundreds of years the arrival of the lirst
Spanish explorers. As the work in Key County in being done
ca-opematively the specimena seoured by (he Marland Acholagi-
cal axpedition are to be divided, parl of them placed in the
musewm of the Oklabama Hictarica] Society and part of them
in the mewly projected hiatorical museum which Mr. Marland
g]m. ta gjl,ahtllh at Ponca City. The results of the work that

gerved s sestary of the Okianoma
1 Researa
smm YT .mum; mm Fobrusrs

) summer’s orl
The ahes qUAeS i KAy GoUnLY. GIUDETA {61 olnEiion In The
Chronisier way mot published berause sleecs was lald on U e of
AflUies W aoted Telkting to histaty With the recent charge in the
ponltan of seerelary and edilor. Spring's Report wea lald axay, and

nEc

4 Joneph B. Thobum,_ “The Northern Caddoan Feoples of Pre-

i it £ 152 Hatha Orihs o NAvaras Boumas, 65 Coles,

and Nelghboring Biaies™ unpublished mamuscripl. The

Clkhgma Jelaricel Gocikts, THD. A7 ancknl quiry on tne” Fraria

lamds in tin present Oltawa County}, 7 miles northweat

X Seneca, ssoun s reported by Willam, Haary Holmes under thik e
Ar Ancient Quar . Fndlia ‘ervitory publishied by e Smit

Drauitudos, B EhadL. twaineon, D

T3 Joseph B, Thobuma haa
Tuorion aozlnw from W10, and wne
Dy e Board of o the
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has been dane loewhere in Kay County will be described
Fubsequent lamics of tis Publicstion 1The Chromiches of rrb
homal —1B.T.

CHzRT QUAREIS ™ Kav Coumry, CKLAHOMA

In the vicinity of Hardy a formation of resislent Light col-
ared limeglane cops L higher hills, and its hardness causes [t
1o atend cut, the hill #loping steeply sway from it below and the
hilitop bcin] rly level and gmooth, Thie limestone containe

of chert, some of the beds being as much es ane-third
chert. These nodules, aeem for the maet p.n, 0 have heen
formed mulld fozsild as nuclei and in many aze to be ween very
perfect foasils, Thess are umally upecm of fusilina and num
mulitea. Neexly ull of the nodules have an agale strueture and
smiy of them gre beavtifully banded. The colors are ususlly
wlnh shading to yellow, banded | with darker colom, ravely show-
inr shades of red. The red material seema to be more foasilifercun
than that of other eolars

Along the adsu of the hills the Emestone is broken up by
wealbering and it appears in tha lorm of slsba of Limestone
inlerstratified wll'h earth and the cher! nodulea In these places
the material is quite

In places the sificious nodrles sce of a grade of d\m mil-

abla for of primitive stone In thia lo-
cality are many pits along the edges of the hills dug by pre-
historic man in search of chert. Evidently not all of the ma-

terial thus found was suitablo for his pilcpose as, in sore Dlases,
have been dug o8 i, in groepecting. it b

ry, while in others all of the }..lu.,p sver
2 of several

tha edges of the hills as, spparently, only there was the stone 50
broken up by the prootsscs of weathering that they could be
worked by the erule methods haow Lo (b6 prifitive QuATTYmER.

These pits were seldam if ever aver four feet deep, the depth
of the workings being limited by the deplh to which the stone ia
Joossned by weathering. They are generally not over twenty feet
yride.and extend usially soms eiaty Ieet bac from the e of the
Kl Rarely o pit bas boen wotked mah ariher, entending
hundred feet

stance they could he
wu:beel:umdueed!zll.hzhﬂ'lwaal tad by (he extent to
Tocks red

which the were weathe:

The usual method of working seems 1o have been by atarting
@ pit at the edge of G hitl and working back into the hill. The
Lazger pieces of rock wece usually thrown to each sife ot carried



Prehtstoric Chart QunrTias in Kay Countp: 4 Report ]

Flint Quarry, Narthwést, Newr Hardy,
Hay County

) [ -
Flint Quavries, Northeast. Near Hardy,
Kay County
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o a central dumping place; the smaller debris was thrawn o
the rear, thug partially filling he pit behind. Most of the pll:
were carried more of loss atmight but -ume nre very crooked
even making complele circles. Some of the pits patallel the
edge of tha hill. In several places the whule kill-top has been
warked over by meens of a meries of pits. In these places the
larger rocka seemed fo have been carried Lo central pilea and
these are of conaidecable nize.

It o evident that codles of chert wero broken up and
roughly sheped sround ot near Lhe pit, s many crurk
impertect imploments and it chippings ame 4o e fomnd there
Buch of the rough chipping seems ta have been done on the
Points of The hills a5 loe fint ShAPPINGS are. mUMeros.

Tt seems thal the partially shaped implements were caried
ta more desirable camping places befare finishing (hem. All of
the bottom land elong Myers Creek g distance of ecverel miles of
it coure In the vty of the workings, & wll covered vestiia
of the old camps, These consist of euch things as cup-slanes,
Snullér 80, bioken sorn moriacs, muse] shels, fints, elo.

The great number of chert chippings and broken or imper-
Ject artifacts of the atone from the workings indicates Lhat, in
toe ampu of theoe boitams, most of the £rishing of tha imple-
ments was done. The grealest camp seems to have been in the
ottoms around a larke spring about & mile south of Hardy. This
spring, which flows out of & cleft in 4 roky cuff that forms (he

of the creek, hai Ao of

the aburdamt supply of gaod phom bR region
g7 arc comparalively rare, probably made this &
caveted cimping place i pre-historle times.

The old workings aeem to have been in three main pe.
Two of thete arc about a half mile apart and about a mile
southaast of Hatdy, the third is about three miles on farther
auih. Around each of these for some distance small pils and
Prospect holes ere 1o be found wherever the chert beating ledge
s expomed to weathering.

The old warkings have made it possibie for ¢ims and other
rees tn live gn the hill-tops and the quarries usually have
growing in or about them, while all other hill-topa in this vieinity
are kare of all vgn!hllnn except that which cedinarily grows
on the prairies.

The chert secured from these quarrica scers to have been
wuitable only for the manufaclure of roughet iraplements, [t
APpears 1o have been ubilized chielly in moking hees, skin-
serapers, rough ases, ete. However, & “four-bladed pendmife”
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wae found oh ote of the camp-sites near the workings that is of
yery good workmanship and rasde of the chert fram theoe work-
inge. Several amall arcow-heads of this material and of good
workmanship were found on camp-siles elewhere.

Dther than the above all imploments lmmr] wore of pmmr
and rough workmanship s alresdy stated, end consisied of
akin-sceapers, hoes, tough knives, picks, wedlm, ele. ct-m feom
these quarTies seema to have been carried ove territory,
throughout. ud.llmn'- portions of parthermn Oklahoma. and s
em Kangas.

As a reqult of recent excavaliona on camp-sites within & few
milea of these quarries, it hes become evident (hat there wae 2
primaty contact between the stone age man with Buropean tul-
tare (French) less than two hundred years ago, chert imple
ments from material quarried nesr Bardy being found an such
sites interapersed with vestigis of iron, copper and brass? It is
1herciore evident thet these quarries were worked down to within
two centuries of the present time.

—Otto F. Spring
contact” of the French mentwaed hera haa rol
R LRde

w
dinandina 15
southwest of the old quarrles near Mecdy, in (he wme County—Eny,



