s The Chrenicies of OKGROmMA

BDOSTER ATTITUDES OF $OME NEWSPAPERg
N QKLAHOMA TERRITORY—
"I‘HE LAND OF THE FAIR GOD"
By Babby H. Johnson*

THLH Iy ful of newapnpemen who HTEE themaetoes blowing f
twme UHle one horas lown, and that (oo whout enosgh suBport gy
[otien a grusshopper. We dune decided that It s a'sin 10 1 hinsay, ong
in the fulure 1wo'll be found telling the brulh "

The editor who penned the foregoing atatzment obvionsly
suffered from what medern saciety calls “job fatigue.” The neg
week probakly found Illm Back in his “sinful” weys as the oway
keading prometer — a roleincvitably filled l:y the  pioncer

edilor, 55.a busineatman, had 1 vital intored
tewn and the stale or territory in which it was loca
seccnily, e prasemsed the ftesery Sxla and melinations oy
ematy to tmnsform a dusty town into a beaming city or an
undevel area into a prosperoua region. The recult was o
colortul form of journabiam based an optimism, exaggeration, snd
even prevaricatian.

Such boosters wore present i Okluhome, Terrilary from the
beginnin. Almcet every tawn had its seil-appointed promolers,
many of whom atlaincd somc meadure of official recognilion by
galning the county priating pluth. They bombarded their readers
with weekly samorts of semmunily Srogress, slors with un 40
omal chiding when the facts lagged behind the newsnnpers
entinasiaam. Indeed, It was an sdors obligalion 0 D
paper a5 2n organ of public promotion, This study will show

hew four territarial newspapers peclormed that function i

early 1890's. 3

I prockiming (he prajees of Ckishama, the ploncer ediar

wae following an cstablished precedent. As an sland Ilnd
seitled Jaid surroundad by several older stales, Ukluhmnl
Ablkne

Jobuon, 2 rative of Tesas lo  graduste ot AL
. lesiy, and

KA - “fel. e e vduale “hoo!.
.»:-m-s. fore ent nnmmesef
VAR Rronemous Texas newsmper, ws quoted in the wa!"’“"
Republican, Dmmbm’ 0. 182

1 The following pspers are te sourcrs used b thit IIUL“E
Demorral, Canadian <aanty: King/icher Free Press, Kénglisher O
Telong Fepubiican, Blaine County: and Arapchos Ao nnd A ,,“,:

Couniy: They mere seincied because of thelr Grerel

mum w the Gheyenne-Ampabn ceservation In the W
e Les

e
o7 Capatet
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Jong fescinaled while prometers. Dispile pIans 1o resorvg g,
territary s home lor Indians, Various inlerests besecchag e
United States fovertument t6 dpen Ihe orea 10 White selllomens
Aang the early booetera were the railroads, which., by araye;
land-hungry whites with glowing reports, hoped to gain a ..hﬁ

Ihe proflis [nat selflement, would bring. Busimessmwn, in
Loxis and meschanka in the surounding border towns also sy
ported the opeaing of Oklahoma,

Te rendymade enthusinam of the serted inkreosts o
Insufficient, however, and I besame to exert

re on Ihe government, Bvcnl\ullr 7 s She ey
can hoime socker — the forgotien man in the annals of the Ameri,
Gan West, aa Dr, Edwarg E. Dals has descrfocd him - o
was responible for the cettlement of Oklahoma, At the natianal

country stimulated interest in the l(rmullnml ibi 1 the
oo although they strongly oppnud lbe land o aeifle
ent for tenr of lasing a source of cheap m Hopeful farmery
e tracinated by reporta of the rich Nand along the Washit
Riv(“r and the feriile prairie belween the Cimarron and Sall Fork
jor question wag whathar these srees would cor
WH gotton and wheat. * Only by pertunding the governmont o
move ita barriers would the home seeker find an answer. The
activitios al aeveral boomer groups, particulacly those of David
J umLCahsthllmed.:hnnD""‘
political vi(‘u's goncerning Oklehema and finally cesulted in the
opening of the area by 8 series of dramatic runs and lotteries,
the first of which ook place an April 22, 1888, ¢

Thousands of settlers entercd Cklahoma as other soctiond
were opened, including (be Cheveanc and Arapaho rescrvation
and the Cherokee Outlel. W. H. Jokinson, an carly setller net
El Reno, ater recalled thel schilemeni rosc steadily from 1890

C. McReynolds. Oklakuma. 4 History of the Soaner Sioté
Mormane Uivernty or CRishame Pross 1454 B, 20-A

+The popuiatlen of the Udlied Sutes grow rughlly -m-r bl
Clyll W, lntretaing S0 per kot in three decacen, The W havid
rwster, 93 shawn by growih of Texan [rom less Lhan s mililoh mh.h“:;
in 1870 to tnaré (nen tw and ome-tourtn milllon In LR, Kanses (50
from les trian bl 1 millon n 1510 (o nearly o né one-hlf i
in 1800 /bl p. 3T

orive sesounts of Ine apteing of Olshorma 'Nrr'“‘
1] C, Rinter, Land Hunger (Nomman: Unlversi ‘,
Fitogir, e rometion o fhe ¢ srnrt

Ranat o

Gran
Oklohorma Prews, 1942
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1o 1695, The comments of many early Oklzhomana in the "Indis-
mr Pepers” reveal that the pioneers themuelven soughl ko
Lo in ven more cettlers. For instance, Mra. Alpha P. Hurst
o El R!nu 10 how her father fel in love with Oblhore alter
oving trom Missouri. He later persuaded Mez Furak ard her
jpin him. Another early resident of Canadian Counly,
it Francis 3. Johnson, related how she and her hushand
igrated to EI Reno from’ Nebraula in 1892 after listening 10 @
iption of the rew county, 7
Deskite fhe large numbers thal Mocked inta Oklabom
runy _poople shied mway from a land s rocently filed with
T Tadiame. Mrs. Thomgaon B, Fecguson, » piooeer joumelist
iy wesern Oiokoma, obwrved that, many persona considered
e terribory a "conglomeration of wild and dangeraus Tndians,
o outews, roliicanates and sopoten:» Admittedly » bixed ob-
werer, Ws. Ferqusom believed (hut the territoria] editor was
el vetponsiniy Jor changing the Puble wmage of Oulaborms

A brief investigation of the official reporis of the Ollshoma
Fress Ansnciation reveala thal the journalists themselves were
aware of their role. When the Amociption convened at El Reno
in August, 1885, its members. left little doubt concerning i
Teelings about the future of Okinhome. They proclaimed their
new hame the “Iend of ihe fair god” And eagerly accepled the
ohligation to 1wl the world about it. Accordingly, the editory
passed the foikowing resclution dencuncing thase who would
wmear the name of Oklahomar 1

The Presy 3
termliory wt hesrt anel belng Fully Kentified with ito past. presant wad
Tutare *. ", |pdk wAN SlarTy Bt the Many monstrons untrutha contad

this tazmitory in
Tuoaod in o renatlonal way unil, Siguraisly opestlng, o rose

3 en Eleghant, Which INJuces o ~lesy Falr God." from
fhe fact ‘that timid capliol and more tinid humu necre teume G
ORI Bmong us o INVEN o mke Lok

This Bootlet attitude had been evident from the conven-
Mﬂmx sewminn, when President T. F. Hensley of EL Reno

i odian-Blnser Puges, SIVIN, a1, XLVL 221; YrvIn, 2

Tocated 1n the Philipg CallecHon of the Qriversity 6]
ot OMahirma oraty. ATinec st s aVERSbte 4t the Gluhome. Hetorcat

lety, Cilahoma Clly.

v o . Thoogeen B Ferguoon. They oried the Torch. The Sty
Haltlunoma's Poncer H: (Ranss Clly, Wissouri: Suric
lshing Ca, 19373, . . Toks Miitati e the pnet of some sontinued
WU Country* Stnrm's State-

*Perquinn, They Carried #he Torch, 7. 10,
Py '“ﬂ],’ldnl Regert of the Seritedmnuel Meviing of ihe Okiahoms
Attociattom, Bl Reno, August (6-I7, 1693, p.
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declaced that Oklahoma edilors had & “palriotic DUE" in ey,
thing perlaining ko the proeperity and developrment, of the gy,
tory, an area describod &s “an. empire within itself.” 11

The press's lovally 1o the home land had not gone w.
naliced, AL the Astociation's 184 meeting at Guthrie, the city
official vepresntative had welcomed the newspapermen na thy
“chi¢l promoters” of Oklahoma. He exclaimed: “Every edjig,
in Oklzhome has heen sssiduous in lelting the world at large
understand thal here i3 to be found as much refinement, edngy.
tion, faehion, pragress and indusiry 35 can be found in any of
the older communities of (he United States™ '! Despite jlp
chauvi icw of Oklahama, such a statement wae esaentinlly
correct in s essessment of the territorial journalist, as the Jol
lowing paregraphs will show.

EL RENQ DEMOSRAT

in 1897 Cluie assumed complete conirol of the Demacrat and
operated it for & fow wenths beforc selling e paper to T. F.
Hensley. Apparently convinced by hia own propagands, Clute
announced that he had chasen to remain in E1 Reno, the luture
“queen of all cities i the Terrilory.” 13

old, its edilors were proclaiming their town
Capitsl” For fame as the “Queen of the Canadian” was ol
attracting train-laads of setllery. Such grewth Jed the bwo journal-
ists 1o banst: “Whe can look al (he map and then sy El Reno
i2 not the plnoe ta enst your fortunes and reap the advaniages
o all.” The Demorrat tonsidercd El Renc's assets as varivd 48
the hues of the western sunsets (hat smiled on her nearly evty
day, Even the Cily's aataral locution was hailed a3 an advantag®
far health reasons, The editors sav “lillle use for Ors. hore 81
nearly all the peopte die either with their boots on or by old 282

With o many heslihy residents, the editors assumed (R0
EI Renp waa destined to hecome o commercial cenler. Canss:
quently, the arrouncement of a street railway franchi e
Augusl of 1891 was merely “another indieation that El Rerd
fubure is bright and promising.™ A glance at the editorial colum!

1L . aone

12 Bfinvier of {hr Proceedings of the Ghickoma Press Associa
Guthrie, May 20. 16M.

1351 Remg Domorrat, July b, 1880,
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ouwh" 24, 1891, should have eonvinced sny skeotic that

were broght in EL Reno. The editors prondly noted thal
w“" v in El Rero {presumably the number of buildings) had
m,,ﬂa per cent m the pat week — an indication thet Lhe

,m
;m 3t build an -:Icqnxhe hotel, hwweur prompling the Demo-
o to counplain that housing accommadations were inadequate

o the catimated one thousand atrangers who were in El Rene

Fiekly. As a remedy, the paper modully suggested Lhe con-

etion ol & one-hundred room hel

The presence of so muny hew people, same of whom wera
ure to stay, inaured Lhe fulure of El Reno. On the papers
first birthday, the Demoeral deseribed the lown's growth fram
a "cily of shacks and temporary struclures 1o  city of magniticent
blocka and commercial supremacy.” Twe weeks laler it charged
shat such 7apid growth had Tinaly ghncloed the esstemn mide of
the terrilory inla replizing thai it had competition. With the
spering of the Chevenne-Arpaha coursry oaly 8 manth away,
the Democrat beasted that El Reno’s posilion wis not o be
“aneezed at” — cs‘prmallr since she was destined 1o becone the
“Southwestern w

In addition to her growth, E] Rero had gained the support
of another paper. The Democrat carried an exchenge item from
the neighboring Yukon Courier in the fall of 1581 urging Cs'
adian County to make ils counly seat a " grast city and capital of
lhe great mtate that is to be Cnmmenlmg on the .rlu-le (he
Democrar said il alsa dng]nred the fulifity of a county meat Eght:
“Canadian claima 1o be u:e banner eunnty of Dklahoma !errlhury‘
& mch il should work . . . to aduince her common intetests.”

The Democral’s boasling was not testricled to Ihe hard fusts
o E] Reno's aconomic and commercial growth, hawevar. Part of
it wsg couched in the ruatic homor of a small fown in the 1890's,
For inatance, & bit cf poetry bormowed from anofher

THopape persanified dilferent towna as girls by descri
klwu. The Norman girl, the poet exclaimed, sbeorbed a

Uil . “yearming genr” while the Edmored girl tefused st first
B4t finally consented and ook the lead with ber kise. Adding &
¥anza, the Democrat hed this description of B Ren:

“The EI R:-no girl woll knows just how,
T with (he ool
Sweet pnmmg fipa meet your ¥,
i vou tmbrace fed 3 oo

,Ml another humarous attempt, The Demoerat reported that

w2l men had tnterested the Creator in EI Heno by fling an

Jot him, but e aditor was urable 1o accertain whether
weuld secep
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The newsgaper sma more definits concerning the intentions
of restless Americans back Esst. Tn August, 1891, the oditor re-
tealed thal at Teast three excumsions would visit Oiiishoma befeors
year was out tharaby wilowing o poople of the Novth and
Fait fo e for themselves the “wonder] y and od-
wmitages of this conntry.” Pechars, wrots thw wdion, they woad
pealize it offered new hope for thousinds in the "Figd Notlh,
Tiot anly did Oklahowu abound in cheap, fertile land, he con-
finued, but it also overflowed with intelligent people whoee push
ranked them among the nation's best.

If the El Remo Democrat was any indication of the “push”
that motivated Oklahoma, then it was truly a land of opportunity.
One of the paver's besl efforts at boosting the new country ap-

red in the fall of 1381, Enlitled “Ihe Great, Southwest,” The
wditorial described the area az one of the tichest snd most
beautiful sections in the entire world—"a country which for
peveral MONTHS in Lhe year halds winter [n its hand, spring in ita
arms, and summer in 9 lap, all al the same time.” The writer

procluinsed (it the Southwest had “arisen from the baptisms
nr Ueod and Red man's vengcance and taken on the ways of
civilization." Th addition lo the blessings of n resourceful popula-
fion, the area enjoved varled natural ssets. including rich sail
imd valuable coal and iron fields. In shorl, the Southwest offered
grealer opportunity than aoy other part of the United Slates.
Such devolion to the home land often led lo melodmmatic and
rven poulic prose. az the following eacerpt from another edito-
risl in the Bemovrar indicales: *Who can pam through Gkln-
homa at this time, and sxy she is not blooming like 2 rose. Her
valleys and hilla sre cavered with growing grain end every in-
dustry is (hrabbing wlth Tife. indicating success.”

Despite The open invitalion of Oklshore, there wan ane
Proup "hat found Sttt wawlooms, This was the Newro, or the
ora of Ham” ac the Demorraf chose o ol him Fortunately,
the editor declared. EI Renc could rejoice because fesr Neproes
%ad setlled there, but he deplored. Mhe fact that any hud com

the tarrilory. Their presence. he rared, would only tetard
Ohlghame's h. Tn a period when mcial discrimination wan
fiting in legal slalus, Lhe writer could aafely declare: *
ig ctop of corm, wheat and colton, and » omal) crop of
hus iminishing Lhe chanves of the GO P, me axpect ko thiiva
¥ this necl of the woods."

While he condorned the Negm for moving inta the white
man's dornain, the cditor of the Democrat cagerly urged whits
Toen {5 sautle o Iand that farmerly belonged ta another racial
':"\mlx. Indlen, Some cight months before (he Cheyonne-
frapahe’ reactvalion was opened to seltlement on ApHi 18, 1892,

Democral begon pramoiing the vest aren of more (han four
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n acre, Sinee (he westam part of Canedian County Bloog
gein extra terdlory and Bl Reno additional busines, (o
i baosted ing

country to make E1 Reng their point of departure,
In succemsive issues the editor predicled thet There woulg
gin be uch 4 rush Lo any country. Blessed with rich land,
tritious grasses, and bubhling brooks, the Cheyenne-Arapshy,
<country would ol’l’mr the perl'!m. home 16 these wha soughl pres.
perity and weel t wae 2 paradise; to (he
'boomer. Wland o protiae. 1n campazison with aother ‘apening
in the esstern pert of the territary, the Democrat charged thal
2 quarer section of [he Cheyenne-Arapaho land vas werth
re than the enlire "Poltawalomie country.” 1+
Aa the date for the opening neared, the Demourat proshe.
sied, thal the entire area would ba seitled in Uhree doys, followed.
‘ury &N upsurge in the business of El Reno's aupply houses. Ten
3 belere the run, the joums] reported that ten thousind
Toamnens wete . Bl R vicinity. Once more, the writer's
Imaginatian produced a vivid picture: “The vast unsetlled cont
Iy day became densely populated and large cities
Teuly in Oklahoma

ammmt that appeared Tn the Democrat 3 Tew days after fhe
opening: "All At onee the wild unsellled region of 4000,
acres had been transfured from the land of (he aboriganves and
wes clained by the progresaive Aryan who had centurys aga st
the atar of Empite (o the west and following up every advantage
now claimed the Jorger part of the civilied warld.” 11

The Democrat failed to report, however, that (here were faf
more claima available then there were setikrs, Consenuently,
much of the lend, mostly in the westem hall of the tracl, T&
mained unsettled for years." 1+

Althaugh many mum were unwilling to remaln in an ared
edilor navertheless boasted of

onle_evpeei atly in comparion with statos to the

nosth. In March, 1892, he moted [hat Oklshoma was enjoy™d
iful spring weather” while the northweat, was undergoin
& blizard, Lator, he observed fhat Omaha, Mebraska, had s
an May 31, retorting fhat “in Oklaboma, farmers are 2repet
dor harvest.”

s BeTuerst, Quiaher 3, 1601, Coded lawda o Lhe sm-meeM"
wotome Inalsna, wlohg WL SUFPILS 18nda dF ather tribes, wetd 9XY
mummt o, Seplemter & 11, e Moteraalls, s, b
&,

i Democrat,
mmymu okiahamma, 3
 Demiatrat, Boatch 13, 1695, ok 4, 1652,
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s-r.h 2 Riendly dimate naturally led the Democrat to take
Oklahoria’s_agriculture. Since wheat wan particularly

F,,Jmug in Ie El Reno area, the city had some basis for ity
Yaim 28 ons of the beat wheat morkcis i Dklehom. Tho pepe:
¢ fifleen o twenty wagon leads wore biought in

2y eion o 1991 Rarvett e the.ssasen e s an

0 the Demacrat tepotied that famices wer otineed that
{ was the best crop raised in the territory. Canditions wers
N,,,..,. laverahle the et year when the Journa predicied that
County farmers woul maze than & million

whzla et and han o vy bt of oot

Such was (he attitude of the E! Reno Demoorat. Nearly

every 3sue overllowed with optimism, concerning the spizit of

tre area’s population end the wealth of

e editar was sometimes unceallslic
vantage point of seventy years, bul in this respect he waa no

iflerent [rom many cthel newspapermen thronghaut the ler-

nory.

RINGFISHER FREE PRESS
Lezs than twenty-live miles north of EL Reno, in the thriving
toam of Kingﬁsher, another newspaper wan busy with its booster
Thiz was the Kingfisher Free Press, 8 well - edited
Tamal toueded by u former. Kanans mewspaperan, Jacsh V.
Admire. Tn chonsing Kinglishar aa the heme of his paper.
‘Mimify picked whnt became one f The leadum lowrs of Okla.
boma Totritory. Early in 1889 the government built a land offire
on the site of the fulure town, and Ly 1880 ng(mh.c had a
sepulation of 113, 3¢

In gaining the Admire family, Kingfisher sesured itoclf o
am of capable boosters, When he combined two older papers
Mo the Free Press in June, 1891, Jacob V. Admire mercly
Saaferred the name of his atd Kanaan paper to Oklahoma. Sinee
o { dulieg a3 receiver in the land office requived most of his
{ime. the older Admire entrusted the newspaper Io hin younger

iher, Jnmes L. Admive, who proved (o be & remarkable aditor,

" in s opiniors. This war evident in Match, 152,
i be complained that & correspandent for the Kamsas City
\mu Wu'hi get A hundred, dollarg fer bonsting ficher while
o Jocal pupers “werc supposed to keep up & boorn for the kown.
h;u Limes and take fhelr pay in wind podding.” Despite hia

Somal  dinenchantment, Admire siubbarnly defended the
'-i,““ newspaper, “A men many blow sud blusler on a

"fwaﬁ August 79, LEBL: Septemiber 12, 1691 June 26, 1
Faygyah belet atouunt of the papers RSEory I8 feucd In Eingflsher
W30, kn ennlversary Boaklel publlshed by the Free Press in 85T,
s'"‘"uf:m Bum-. of ihe mmu Elevenin Census of the Unlied
tetion, 1.
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street corner and it 8 Econ fomﬂllﬂ'\" he once

ron comwinesd That “what n mewepaper siys lives slumpes ‘»
Tarerdly bia readers were satlabed with T Free Prom . bees
‘on Nouember 24, 1852, he could boas, that hia nrwlalmn oy
bered 1486 — an increase of 700 in the pest ye.

A5 4 growing paper in a booming town, \he Free Preg,
exuded the public apirit that scrompaniss community dovclgge
mest. Much of the malerial in the paper was pure boogter prop.
gands, as the following examplas indicatz. Tn one issue, Admi
chserved thal the lown wan Tull of horges, mules, and ja.
but he quickly added: “We are glad to say that the lalter g
in the minorily.” Un another occasion, aller rturming from y
irip to Kangas, he remarked that the dullness of the towms he
had seen had made his jwmcy seem 3 menth long. In comy
son, Kingflehor wus a “young Chicngo” Frequently bis bm..
were mere statements, such s “A boss-Lown—E inglisher.”
ml Kimes e boldly (and wuslly without evidence) mw
isher had more substantiel improvement fhan any
nlhzr town in the terrilory.

But the Frec Fross wae alio alert lo the quality of King:
itber’s arowth, and it did oL besitate in criticiing loca bus-
e whon eccsiary. Although Admire considered Kingfiahe

peat busiaean towr of 1t insires i the United Staisa’” bt
Smilted Ut 1 conld wse aome. pew Eusioeemen {5 ropice
many of the “fassil” who had drifled in. The paber alia ac-
guend she Psbet brewery of wing o got waler at pubke expense

Sooh Free Press srece charging that it wes against mw
industry. The editor reered thst he merely wanted new busi

he wrote, “we prefer thal. the robber should be a cilizer. who would
be cbliged to divide hia Il golten gains with the rest of the
community” Moreover, he believed it ws no langer fecessaty
1o bribe people into selfling in Kinglisher,
Bribery wag one thing, bul the clear exposition of econom!
et was another malier, and the Froe Preur could freely g
ta conacicnee. Admire soon TetD
m ‘ot o8 PUBLiCEt whots he tald hix resders that Kingfidet
would do morc buflding in the future than_any other fown i
Ohlahorna, When oonstruction on the new dity water wﬂrh,"‘:
#n in Deccmber, 1892, the editor's faith seemed justified,
sight of bva hundred busy wotkmen dispellod any doubt--K
fisher was & busy town, Purthermore, hec location in 5 rich -ﬂ“
cultural country onvincod Adumire that the town was the naTi™
market for & hundred miles arourd. Thus, he sdvised ProfP

Tl Ringfisner Fre Press, Seplembor 18, 1692 Murch 3L
Beptember 4, 1602,

1
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.+ businessonn: “I1 ¥ou wre & merchant looking for a localian,
%‘. ingfisher. The beat business inducements are affered
ore ol any town in Chlahoma,
fn addition to its atieactive commorcial climate, Hingfishor
sould bomst of ather good pointa, such as the local school, whick
walfed by competont teachers and attended by children
st u brighl 8 any in the world.” The tawn baseball tesm
ks another obiect of local pride. Cnce, after an 85 vielory
et Gnl.hr he editor remarked that [he Gufhrie boys should
Juve 6 com instead of playing ball, Later, after the
i ToeT found Cime Tor ulturs, the Proe Froes prediesed hat
it would 300p be unnecessary o impart theatricaly since home-

The inhabilants become too com-

tbe: traveling compunics.”
plicent, however, the editor muld I

dvic bl:lh wuch as the need for & cemetery and Lhe slench of
oulhvouses. 2

Even with its weasional faukis, Kinglisher remained Inrgely
o marce of pride 10 the Free Press. Porhags the most vivid ex-
pression of the paper’s feclings appeared in a_special 1892 year-
ml edition. Tn eloquent lunguage, the paper declared Kingfisher
thou e Race for Supoermacy and in Leading Her
Pl Tl i v ol Progression and Ente
grae Tha writer compared the fowr?s locstion 1o the eabl
"Teche Country™ of the poem “Evange ere e Mowers
Lized the moming dew and lhe imevel forsets echord only
with the noice of native warblem, stande @ busy, dctive and
proaperous city.” He described the residents of Kinglisher in this
manner; “Better and braver men than they who firat planted
b aw a of commerce and industry in Kingfisher never
@ pinneer Lown or undertook the subjugations of
lma urul wilderness to human uses”” With such a loquacious
fubliciat, Kinglisher would have guegeeded iF it had been located
B e “Eirent Amcricon Desere” Tosind: af . b adge.

Indeed, it waa necessary 1o eombat, sunh deotl image in
*he minds of some people, eepecially nesapapermen,
Atet & group of touring writers v Ihz area, the Free Presi
Emod i renders thal it was about time for ihe papecs back
to bégin Lheir tales of suffering and destitution in the tew
“"'-lrv‘ Admire reacted jusl ss strangly o criticiem al home,
Brticularly that pot out by o "knocker™ in enstern Oklahoma,
“)e. Hreng editorial enlilled *The War on Weatern Oklahoma,”
ver Press castigated the Cathrie Capitel lor frowning o

o vestern part of the terilory. Admire charged the Capital
tryis L trving to meke people believe that Guihrie was the only

i
hung et Prese. Decimber 1. 12; ALFUR 16, 1002; March 22, 1064;
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town in Chihoma and thal all other land was Worlhleg
refuting this, he said the lestimony of settlers in w.-u.-m Tn
homa. should comvince o e The ares wan st b
fanwiing. Despite hi nsibility fe his immediate u'm-mu,m
the editor took pride in the fect that he had never found iy 1
essary Lo slander any olher parl of the terrilary, “-‘“w"ﬁ
chase to believe lhut “mhere prosperity and happincs am g,
el there can he no poor tawns or hungry people ™ ™

Admire’s #tand had been substanliated by the positiog b,
ook an the epening of the Cherokee Outlet, which he ¢rromnouy,
<illed the Cherokee Strip, and the Cheyenne-Arapaha rumpe
Yiom, A voar and a el bafors the Oullst vas openad, he mw
it 85 a body of magnificent farm land. He waa even
Enusiastic abaut the olher ares, urging his readers o suddic thay
Ibest recers in preparation ‘for the great free-for-all in the Chey.
enna Fapee country” 1+

Devoted 18 he was (o the general welfars of OKlahoma Yo,
rltory, Admire naturally took more direct. interest in his oun
Kinglisher Gounty, When the sssestor's report on_ papulation
azpcared in July, 1638, he eslimated that the Geare of 122
was at least five thousand short. Nevertheless. he could bowt

that “this makes @ chowing in Ciree years thal many o Hanan
<ourly hus tuken years to reoch” Lnu o Admine wid he wa
sonvinoed that Kineficher County had paseed the expirimests
slage, Varied crops had proved its mwmm o wrote,

pletiful ain ad vhown that it vas ol a drourkt ares
a proper educlion pm(rlm be new muntry would “saon toem
with people and grow oo try"—an inoongruous out-
looh for an agrarian area it d.med the crowdrd conditiom

it

n therealer mich a program was announced. In a display
Idvemu-mmt printed In June, 1894, dneoh V. Admire noted
he wis begltning a promoliona] nlan designed to spread (e

news sboul’ Hinglisher County, Admire would dmnuuk
forms sacking information from farmers who had boconst i
cxsaful pince moving (o the county, The data would then
Prinked T 8 spoa edltion of tm Free Press Tor cireulatiod
abroad. Deepite meager response, the puper ran soversl B
graphic] shotches, one of whith featured Foter WarneT. &
year-old Union army vetrran who had sctiled near Hmw’-""
in March, 1890, ARhough & poor man wh.m he migrated o _,
Milau, Karsas, Wamer said he had bocn able to socw

1 Frea Prass, April 20, 1893, My £, 1810
»xbid, March 31, 1602, it &
19704, July 7, 192 In anothar sense, parhaps the oper
omnom- plrtlllly explained why agricul mulll.r deprasoed K ansaa **
b0k growing. The Adoiires shemselves had Je1L the Rate
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nsiderable: PmPElly cluding 2 good house, stublcs, 47 acres
:‘; wat, 15 acre of oats, 190 apple trecs, m.cl 300 peach trees.
The Jlnd of opportunity had treated him el

Even belore Jacob Admire decided io tell the world Abaut
srinfisher Counly, the farmers of western Ddehoma were busily
king a name for themselves. The 1692 whesl crop, for inskance,
Yad drawn ediforial praisc on several occasions, Early in Moy
|he editor nated that IL was heading out well As the harvest
drow near, he described The Relds a “a sight thal would make
an castern mon ory vt with delight'” and boasted that there was
a etler whent land in the Union. A fading market, howcver,
forced Admire 10 withdraw his curlier prediotion of 8150 wheat.

Regardless of the price of wheat, the Free Press was happy
to print stories of bumper crops. Thomas F. Phillips, for example,
baasled thal his 0al erop would meke nearly mixly bushela an
scre. His exuberance lad him fe proclsim Oklahoma the “best
country op the face ef the globe™ When Lhe il carload of
1892 wheat was shipped oul, Iho editor was inspired to postic
|snguske: “Tis ever thus thal Oklahema demonatrates hee right
to tahe Precodence of less favered climes.” Later, when Admire
fold his audience thal Oklahoma Papers mever grew lired of
“singing the songe of wondorful crops” he was morely repeating
the paneeesanry. One looke at The would convinee the
reader thal it believed in anything benedicial ta Oklshoma and
Kingligher Connty,
WATOMOA REPUBLICAN

I.. Octeber, 1892, another newspoper was added fo the
ing list of territorial publications, This In iwell was of litike
ll'\l' icance, sinee fronlicr newspapers came and went with &
<erlain degrec of seqularity. But the Walonga Ropublicor: was
dilkerent, and the tecritory soon leamed that it hod zained an
!klrm::dlmry supparter in the person of Thompson B. Ferguson,
!dllnr and publisher

native af [owa, Ferpuson moved to Kangss a few years
alur the Civil War. He allended the Kansas State Wormsl

Eﬂ;ﬂml st Emporia [or @ year befors entering the Mathodist
nistry,

1age FETHU0n partivipated ia the eriginal run into Oklahama in
"’9_9:5! Iater in Ihe Sac and Fox opening, but he eventually

2 Hd., Juna 3. 1M,

2 e Rdcherd Eing, “Tha T. B, Perguwon Family In Oklstoma
.,"l dismy" (unpablished Mastora dissortailen, Joumallse Schoal,

ety of Calahoma, 1640, 09, 25
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wold out and returned to Kanees and the Sedan Republion,
The call of Oklahoma wss too great, however, and he retureg
when the Cheyenne-Aranahs country opened in April, 1852,
time 15 gtay. Little did the rura] editor reslice he would one gy
Berve as governor of Oklaboma Teritary at the requeat of Pregy
deat Theodore Rocsevelt. Ferguzon chixe to setile in Watang
twenty-five miles west of Kingfi e newspeper he amp
lihsd here'beopabe the editor's politics aa, 4 the coumpy,
named efter James G. Blaine, & leading Tey

From he begi w \he Republican ‘lmd i
home. In an cdllon.ll wh'braun; his

Dctober, 1883, Ferguson admitled thal he had sometimes

the truth for the good of the community, but his canscience e
clear enaugh for him ta remark: “We are at the commencemont
of our second year 28 serene aa o bull frog in & mill pang™
He also noted that the paper’s politieal enemies, who m,d Bre.
dicted faflure, wers “gone where the waodbine twineth ™ = Sue
cengive issues reiteraled the Republican’s devotion lo Oklahama,
‘Watonga, and Blalne County. Not even Uu- Im of the counly
printing in carly 1695 could dampen the Dol

Much of the Republican's edilorial epace in ita elllv days
wen devoled la acathing demunciations of = rival paper, the
‘Waranga Rustier. In the fall of 1893, the Repul n alfered this
tlatsic comment an the Rustiera editor *The ignorant, cfatis
tical. scrawny. misersble, conlemptible, disgusting, mensley,

mangey, dEplade g, h,mtml biear-eyed, dough faced.
idiotie, dwarfed, pinched wabing aid mumehul ko) of e
ex-Ryafler ghost ; 1 conl pose himeelf upon & people
who Are even morte campneuly disgusted with him than wer
the Nebrasks, people who compelled him Io make & pramaturt
and hasty exit” ' When someane st fire to the Repyblican o
fice in mid Februnry of 1894, Ferguson accused bis rival of o
stigating the act.

Fortunately, the Republican more often tumed its eners!
o constructive pm‘malmn of Watonga. the metropolia of Blnine
Counly. Watonga's citizens, nhum confidence in their
made sucoses inevitable, ware the baula of the paper | taitp. T
Touns cormercial potealial alos entoursged sueh truat. In N¢*
vember, 1833, the editor obaerved Lhat Ihe mrruundlnl ot
punity was lenmio o take advoniage of the large slock of
that Watonga mmhunta wld et moderate pri Fur the sheith
al, 3¢ paper hed this bit of prophecy: o Uk people whe b
sncored at Watonga, will same day behold her the groat ety
centrel Oklahome.”
2 T

s Watenga Repubitean, October 4, 1693,
3¢ Repubilcan, Novaniber 29, 1692
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Like rmany Oklahoma cities (and hundreds of other western
), Watonga considered the attainment of a milrcad & sure
e to uccess. In Seplember, 1393, Lue Republicun picdicied
e e would have a talrond wilhin = yeat Early in 164,
reguson outlined # plan calling far 2 railway runming south:
= from Arkansss City, Kanms, which he estimated would
+eane the valuz of property fourlold and "in evecy way anhance
el intoresta” A few wecka inter be reporled that the
e piying off i puelchy boceuse papers along the pro-
Trossd line weze roentionivg Watangs Euarsbly
Despite the commerciel ndvantages of Walongs, Frrguson
i a6 they were. One of

Vjost farever” and pleaded for = shoe missionary to “oveupy the
ficld snd eommentee Lse work of redemption st once.” An equally
diniressing cry wes raiged the nent spring as the haseball season
epproathed, Ferguson implored his fellow townsmen to organize a
ieam bechuse “a town without & basvball elob Is never in i” In
the mme wein, tha Repubiican urged Lhe town lo farn 4 brass
band—en indispenseble inslitution in every well repulatcd
towm," 31
The Republican: showed, even deeper intervat in Blaine County.
Eulliwing a pattern already observed in the other newspepers, the
Republican printed a groat deal of booster material bassd on
mihing but the writer's imagiratlon. For instance, Fergusan once
hzcribad the county as 4 paradie a0 earth whete thousands of
her dollary shone in overy mud puddle. Ho also insisted that
“Breen pustures” and “atill sules” mentioned by the poet
'Dnv:d referred lo Blaine County. Fer thasa mur!s‘cd in nmcul-
tunl prowess, the Republican bragged of -
Wiwlogs and watermelons bigger than whalea.” Dunn| '] v.m o
Hansan in 1898, when he had a chanee to reflect upon Oklahoma,
ior" editor wrote home that the stony hills of Kansup
g him. piri in classical imagination for the Blysian ficlds of
Blaing Cournty. Hia replacement, buhLy Mrz. Ferguson, added:
‘_‘_::l_deed the land of the fair god."

'! Republicon, Beptermber 27, 1403; March 28, 1804 February 13,
I o 13,
n','fm“":u-u wventually got ita shos Tepairman. An advertscment ln
2 oot 19, (534, lasac guaraniee ihe werk of W1 Skidmors,

"llmnulmn Juu n 188G Augusa b, 1835; Au'nll 18, 1895 My

trony 1ol Irequently cdiied the pupec when hir husimod wis sway

el ok S Garcian Tromes e Oviatgmma Frgrints 11981

umh““ Hirtory of Printing In oklanoma Eefore Statzhwod (Mormab;
¥ o1 Otlsheme. Prem, 18%.), 7. 4.
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The advantages of Blaine County, however, were

Iy confined Lo Fetpusonia fertie mind, He sould alro furmish s i
facts sbout local sssels, The county’s location alone would "’
Lract thousands of new Gitizens, be beliaved, eapecially wfm :5,7
Iearned Ihat its residents escaped the attacks of fever and
that plagued olher areas. 1t wns el clear to Fecguson that Rl
County was one of the richest plares in Oklahoms in balural e,

sourcen. Although best suited {0 stack mising, he land 1y
adaptable ta whest, cottan, and fruit. fn addilian, he considersd
ita cement beda “aa good aa Ailver mines” Cerla e argueg,
Blaine Counly was superior ko mest of the Cherakes “Strips 1t

ven more important than physical attractions, however. way
the quality of the people who s-m.d there Tn August, 1850,
Republican proudly reported [hat a good clase of réttlers way
Topidly pogshiating the ecunty cm.sequmay the edilor cauld
compliment the county'a delegatian to a ataléhoad comvention by
boasting that her boys never failed to make a favorablc imprea.
sion, A3 he hard times of the L650e hit the new couniry,
‘Republioan beoame even more convinced that the “staying” daily
tie of Blaine countians wonld eventually bring them success 4

Many,_of the Republican’s comments applied to the entire
territary. For example, the editor ance deseribed her citizens in
this manner; 7%

“The peonke who have surceeded a0 who will succeed In Cklrheme
are the men and wemen of bralns, energy wnd ln wills. People vBY

end uchieve succeas. Drones are not wanted in

Naturally, tha ecom of older states iritaled the Prpuhfltﬂ"
theretore, when 4 plague of Frasshoppers threatened New
and Penm'ylwlmn. tha editor was led to remack: “It may hkv
a few years of pestilence atd calemily to teach ‘them custert

to those pe: i t
igion in Dilatama, e hada similarty. perdre

reply: It seeme that any ome who run the Devit's gunllet it
Knns:a or Missouri should get along all right in pragre=
Qe

Altheugh the wealber st limes may have caused the it
o think he wea living in hell, he glill bossied that the Chey
Acapahe country cruld stand drought as well as any place 77
secret, he cxplained, lay in sworking the meighre to the 24
70 Raguntcan, s 20, LS; Decemmier 19, 164 Joly 1, 185
Mol 8, 14 Bertemer 6, 1007, Seplome
3 1o, At 0
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o sommer he rejoiced that plentiful mina had mede the Coun-
‘much more Yordant than heighboring Hinglisher County.

ugust he wis boasting that a proven soil and ample rains
B “corpletcly remeved the aren from the cxperimontal stage.

An winter approached, the editor wamed these who might
hava been misled by (he plessent aubumn climaie by forecasting
mlﬂ epell that would make the newcomers “believe that hadea

o proceas of congealment” & eudden change in the westher
ved bim correct, but even the wriler was gurprised gt the
Petont of the “arctic” winter that had descended upan Okls.
hama. When pice weather refurned, the next week, he was moved
tp comment: ¥4
Maondey afternocn lasl was one of the most beautlfully beaut!ful
v gula dhy dredd paraded Ever experlenced by Morlals oo thls

on

Goiul
en Jv BuL wlumuuuslr Hisaad. the ia wera numer-
Ising, and our little e\u Euyly Bsaumied metropolitan sit

Such a wonderland could ot sl to bring forth Euperior
cropz In lect, the Republican considered Blaine County one of
the beat agricultural aceas in the United Statea. The whest craps
of 1853 providad proof of this when the newspaper reported that.
8 Judge Martin got thirty bushels to the scre on poorly prepared
Fround. A few woeks later, the editor urged farmers io plant an
mich wheat as possible because Blaine County was the *“grestest
wheeat munlry in the world” To those who hed “howled sbout
the © untry being 100 dry* he lasied an invitali
far II.em to visit the ares end sec is bounteous erops with thei
Gn eyes,

As an allornative to & porsonal visit, any inlerested peraan
etuld have achicved almoat the same offect by hrousing through
BN insuc of the Wutenga Republicon, The editor often urged hia
"eaders te pags the little paper along to proapoctive setilers. In-
, there wows o better place 1o lack for & colorful account

of the blessings to be found in the “Tond of the fair god.”

ARAPARGE ARROW und ARAPANOE BEE

- A the seftlament of Oklahoma moved farther wesl, nows-
Pavers found it more difficlt to. attract cctlers boaue of the
l'\hon end dry climatt This wroved to be o
¥l hardship to the region's plrmm " ecitons, howesr, TL merdly
T them to work harder selling their lowns and courties
i I- of the Arapahoe Arcow and Arspahoe Bee, toe early

“ T, December L3, 1803,
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papers published in County G of the Arapaho coy
provide good examples of the apirit shown bY westem i
homans, ¥

he tewn of Arapohoe sun founded, cn Apeil 19, 1857 v,
the vael reservation wes cpened to while eltlem

h....,‘;‘:;
ism . Fillmare, & by,
beaame the. leading ligure 1n the allyrs of e sharl-lived Arron

nd it muccessor, Lhe Bee, Two of his friencis, both early oy
misgioners of Counly G, pramised him the olficial county pripg,
ing if he would move his newspaper from Friscs in Conadisy
County—en oftcr which Fillmore aceented soon alte the tow
wa# established. The first issue of the Arrow &mcnberl hl 89 {he
Jfirst newspaper printad in Oklahoms west of tho jand
Raileoad * 18

The Arrow spared no lime in slsling its purposes. The fird
isue carrid on cditorial entitled “Salutatory” in which the
editors prormised 1o produce & newspaper devated to the upbuild.
ing of Arapmho and Counly G, “Fally to our auppor,” the oywmen
urged, "and you will Rot rgmet it A few wedka Lalor the

a

and relatives or to provide the Arroto wilh the names
. "“That is what we are here for.” they coneluded. 3
Frar health soon forced Fillmore to thove ko E1 Reno for
sedical care, thus leaving the paper in the hands of his purlwr.
Vihen b retnrned to Arapahoe in the fall of 1692, Fillmare
rned that Seaman hod lumad the Arrow over to the meotiioe®
et ‘T legal setion that fallowed ultimately resulted in
Fillmore's establishment of the Arapahoe Bee, This time he
for b parioer Jowe W, Lawion. a former Tndiana sehoo!
teacher. +

First published on Decamber 31, 1852, the Bec later P
<laimed that ils sole aim waa “lo give G County (he best wﬁf
paper in Oklaboma ¥ Following th! course ],wﬂ aut far 'de
row, Fillmore and Lawton instructed their subsceibers 1o 8%
Tho Bee 1 amyane Incking for & mew home, Later, in angwer 107
inquity concerning the number of subseribes abroad, the o;"w";
happily announced thal 132 copies were sent out of G
ea

¥ County G laset vecame Guser, Gourty. Sinee bath pued =
erun by the ssme person, they are treatod o3 eme paper
‘the ald spalllng of “Arkpanoe.

38 Foreman, 07 Cit. p.

1+ drapahos Arrow, April Py 1693, 1wy 1, 5%

40 Poreran, o3, Fit, 7. 248 Arapaioe Bee, Moy 11, 168
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"Tvo promotional materal Gt apgeared in both the Ao
the Bee cosamblad that found in the newspapars

Acapahee s men en of braing,
u in short, the kind of peaple
ta "build up a new town_” Tfs citirens were 5o autsianding
ut th  Sheril Tound € GSECAlt to make & Tiving, Liko is Sty
Siics to the east, Arapahoe wes onc of the heulihicsl towns in
e tormiory, frce frum wmalario and ot towblokrse dicke
Seeses. Unlike many westem tawns, however, there was no fear
W a poor wntcr supply in Arapahoo since well diggers had alveady
ruck u “stresm of pure, cold water. delicious Lo the tasle and
,‘u—nhlul in supply.” %1 By viewing Arapahoe through such rmy
\be eihtors sould Llter oik the dust amd Ine scerching

Fe™ef the weatem sun.

The Bee wos also an aclive boosler, When the Congrega-
tiona] Edueation Society anncunced its plans to build 2 college
st Avupalie, the Boc mreeted (he nows i oxciiement and o
wedintely propossd the construction of a brick factary to furnish
matsrials for the school and several proposed public huildings.
The mluwmg messike was addressed 1o brick makers:

that we hieve the finest belck sodl on earth; thay

nmm:mne ll ~rowing ke Jonah's gourd: thal we will mn have 13 puld

cuy B 409 Tounty Court HOue: hat couta be sl

Ia-dwl.ty u had sand enough In yaur
them?

o la” ot ere and

e
Diant know it ch!
Well, Its n tnet; and you had beiter gt & douok-decksd histlé ot
TAsel 1 o ant 1ot e loes of ThE DAt
ity high pitch in the spring, the Bee's enthyginam
l-u-d durlng the: summer of 1833 until the sditor lamented that
te clty's growth wns not keeping up with the county, This was
©rident, he nomd in the steady sring of wams pulling out of
Anruh- He fclt that part of Arapaboc’s trouble cowid be at.
Uibuted to the town's rivaly with Et Reno. Recalling aft edito-
E:l that appeared in the Arrow in June, 1392, the editor acoused
1 Reno af trying to get the Jand office that Arapahoe wantd.
n et efforla i acquire the important office. the Bee charcd,
Chﬂc had actunlly discouraged sektlers from movi
wyenne Arupaho courtry, The Bee cited e testimony: of
nreds” of person:

. icking up agnin and that Acaphos end the
¢ iy were - “moving ahead in the moal gratilying manncr.”
tng ¥en thourh Armpahoe had its slow periods, both the Arrow
-‘i‘_ﬂﬂ naver seamed Lo detsct any lethargy in the growth
4 drapance Arrow, Aprll 29, 18625 May 4 1692

T Bee, Aprl) 24, 1090,
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af County . From the beginning they proclaimed it the oy
The six newly- counties. Favacable bath far stock rao!
and tgrming, G Counly olicred the best water Supply and o
ek, sandy loam ideally suited for growing whent Thus, the
Arroee sl u-d its firs! : “If you wanl 1o setlle in an of
e most p rous countizs in the territocy: il you want oy,
of e esk lafma in Olahornay i yo want lo get the s
Fitte Toal if o want Linber and ‘waler in abundancr
want a1 home in 3 law-abiding community, came 1 rwmy
GrA _valr later, the counly's rapid growlh in population lid the
Bee ta beuat: “Bvidences of me rapid development are soun on
very and, and il you don't think G Covoly is in the smim
St torme down and took at us,

Bul in spite of their efiorts to portray the Bright points of
County G and western Oklnhoma, the editors still found it noes
sary to counteract the unfavorable propagands [t scre news
papers circulalod, For cxample, the Gudhrie Nears quoted o denuty
warshal Fulchincan who s0id thes the Indlang in (o westem part
af the leuiitory weta indulging in the ghot domce, therety
endangering the ecttlern in the arca. Todignantly, th
phied that the ghost dance was merely a pact of e vebon
5nd as much waa quite harmless, Perhaps it was such etronsous.
material that prompled J. W. Clevinger. the counly Judge. lo
print ten thoumnd promotional circulats for disiribulion el
where

1n a similar cffert, he Ber anpounced its own plan (o print
a spm 1 :Inuhlﬁedllmm of about five hundred copise for Lawlon
Ari s way 1o the Worlds Fair in Chicage. Dpl—

verlising {he county had over rece

Two particularly impressive commenla concerning the poo-
ple of wostern Oklahorna appesred in May, 1880 In oné (0
editar drweribed the security of a dugout: “Adversity has 3
compensation. 4t times, In the ense of the western seftlors whe
found lumber too expcnaiue 3 Juxory, their dugouts are wie It
treals in these days of watring clements and aflard a sonse &
sscurity thal & manslon can ol give ” The other editorisl dea

the admirsble way in which the settles had brought &ﬂ;rf
religion vnl.h them: “Inslead of paming beyond the bownds "
enlightenment, we find that a noble host of God-fearing ME"
and wornen have corricd all [he ennobling elements of the
tion religion with them into thia new land and the secd? &
that glorious kingdom sre growing here in all its luxprid®
beauty.” +

3 Arrde, Aprl 3, 1052; May 18, 163,
a4 e, Mpy 4 1883; May L1, 2893
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Truly, the citizens of Counly G hsd & great deal for which
e thankful. Instead of finding the draught-siricken con

g“ others had warned abaut, Ihey had experienced “gully-

“shm rwna worlh their weight in goid, Later, the editor com

try’s crop conditions with thess of bursing Kansas

[} T ias and onchuded trat here ws ~na earthly Teason for

. mnmenla doubt of the fact that we have a salo climale for
Sgriculture.” eppecially since the soil was “Tertil I

When the weather bureau issued ifs repotl on crops in
189, the Bee reported that weqiem Oklahoma hed surpassed
it August,

mnk i talk about” and watermelons, purr\uk]m., and squashes

ax“big and 23 vlentiful s rodl versge New Englund
famm.” Bul the sl vivid treatment. of agrmulluml products ap-
pesrtd in mid Oclober when the editor told of specific objecls
displaved by local citizens. Among them were four of fis bwn
melons, which he modeatly described in the following manne
Ve edliter exhibited four pie melons gueraging 4RY; pounds taken
dfrom one vine grown on a lot in Arapahoe. Thi ne: {a volun.
teer) received no culiivation or manuring ond bore 92 melons
areTAging 25 pounds each- an aggregate yield of 2,300 pounds." 1%

ie. wondrr Connly (3 was desbined o be (he baner pounty of
the entire west!

CONCLUSION

Only in Lhe “land of the fair god” could such a wondrous

ne exial, Siemincly, o dusly knens auch s El
inglisher 1o consider fhensel con cited 1nd
“otig Chmlns' would also reauire l}u- opigtanee of 4
bring—nol to mention the ailverlined mud puddles of Blaine
County. But it would be unfair o brund ae liars the sditors who
made mnch boasts. Rather, it would be more correct Lo describe
their bagsling 28 exageration, for they were guilty of oversiating
the: truth, The fact that such boaéting appears cven More Fidico-

rrem a perspective of sevenly years must al

ey

Althoagh they were undoubledly aware that many of their
Somments wore too fantastic to believe, the editors were sincers
™ Gieir work, To #ing the praisg of & new coualry week afler
otk often with liitle hopo of financiel retum, would require
hg(ﬂlﬂ«felt belief in. the [uture of tht country, Thus, they could
hd [he ot summet sinda & the rofreshing raina that
e gre ta come, 1f they somelimes rovesled snferiority com.
Tea when comparing Uhelr rew home lund o the o
A i
e areas, then thia was only 3 humun failure.
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eenational involvement, the early baoos
icizing the ares. Thaugh thei .um'fs':',':“f,_':
pective seitlers learned of Ohlahoma Tomtory, cither Thay
the papers that scquaintances anl relatives aant Eher, or m..,.,m
the ‘exchange iema that appeared in thelr ¥ TeweTAe.

s impesaible, hosever, Lo ascertain just how much inflagnoe (.
laurnalul.l witlded. But ome thing i certin: Th ountp,
grew rapidly. Census figures show that the PopulStion of bag,
Canadian and ngmlm- mmmz- mcnmui mare (han 120 pey
cent frora 1890 to 1900. 4 ins occurred in the ety
eountics.

But perhaps the grealest legucy o booslers s they
ommentacy o 2 period now passed. Thrwu;h e (iles of theae
newspapers, mdern, Americana <on txperience in a small
the Barésiips nod joya that early Oklahomane mel in seif
the “land af the fair Jod"




