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RICHARY> HENRY CLOYD
By doha E. Lutwreit*

Few men in 2 long and aclive life have given a8 much servies
to their commurity, stale end copnlry, as did Richard H. Cloyd
Bom August 9, 1891, in the “Volunteer State” of Tennesset and
one of seven children, be moved his parents, Henry snd
Lucy Cloyd, 1o Western Oklnhoma i tho catly 1800,

In bis youth he Teamned these leasans of industry, integrity
and motul and intellectusl honesty which characlerized his Jater
Yife, He waa graduated from Southwestom State Teachers College
st Weatherford and immediataly therealter became principal of
igh Schoel. He also taugh! at Granite, 1914 end 1915
he taught in Lone Wolf High School, being made Superintendont
there in 1915, While at Lone Wolf he met and courled Agnes M,
Lsacher 0 (hat School, and they wers marvied

Tem P. McAdams, Jr. Both his wife and daughter survive him,

He entored Oklahoma Universily in 1917, working after
clasies o belp pay his way throuth eollere, Whole an ooder
gredua . o8 all his biends oiew hiry, was initiued ke
Bigma " ioha Eralon Fratemy sl sereos o s pe Fros
dent. of the Oklahoma University chapter.

When Watld War T eame along, he wnlmed in the avmy a3
8 private end wae honarzbly discharged he rank of Liew
tenant. After being discharged from the .mw he returied io
Chlehoma Univeralty 2nd Erished the requirersants for hia Bach
elory d:xrw He became Lhe lirgt full fime Secrefary of the
Alumni Association of the Universily of Oklahoma which posis
tion he filled from 1526 tn 1832, During his term a3 Secretary, he
e the drive o eonsiruct D Union asd Stadsum, Alier stepu!“l
a3 Secrelary, he served srveral yeats a5 a e i
Secretory of the Union-Stadium Fund Drive.

While Secretary of the Alumni Aasociation, he altanded 1o
College of Law of the University of Oklahoma, and received hit

w Degree in 1828, He earned, snd fhere was conferred upen
Ium the Drder of the Cail, the &4t Jaw achool academic henat
which can be attained b:v f 8||ldwl|l Jn the Law School.

While aftending the College of Law he was appointed
Province President of Phi Delta Fhi legal fralornity. He boesT®
national president for a longer period of time than any othel
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international President of Phi Delta Phi, which nrganization way
thuays dear o hi haset, e sarved Phi Delta Tht a s i
man, from 1941 until 1947, Alter his retirerent 2s Presideni he
continucd 1o be parllmentarian of the arganization and bis long
sarvice fo it ag an officer and as parlismentarian endeared him
to the hearts of many young delegates (o the Intemnational Con.

who rewarded his warmth ard friendship with gennine

He served the Cily of Morman 73 ene of its City Com-
misgiontrs bwo terms and was elocted Mayor a
years. He was a represenlative in the State Legilnlure fram
Clevelend Counly six years and in the following session was
made Clerk of the House of Heprasentatives.

He was apsin ordered lo active duly with the army on
September 18, 1840, with the 45th division, and served with the
45lh until trancfemred to (he 8ih Corp Area Headauartors at

t Sam Houston, Texns e hocamaa Lieutonsnt-Cotone in
1542 st Fall Calorat i 1544w wes, 1alied in 1951, Toroa:
dislely after his retiroment he bepan work ss Amistant Chief
Atlorney in (v OKlaboma City affice of the Veterans Adminis-
{ration. He served therc pntil 1355 when he was tranafereed fo ihe
Muskoger Veterans Administration office as General Attarney
and opinisn wriler. In August of 1961 he retired itam the Veterana
Administration and shortly therealler retumned o his old home
man and wa3 appoinied Judge of the Cily Court,
on he held until the time of his death, on Drconiber
7. 1964, He waz a life member of Dklahoma Historienl Saciely
and served as @ member of its Board of Directors from May 27,
1963 uniil his death, Burial was in fhe LO.OF. Cemricry at
Norman, Oklahorma,

Twring a lang and aclive iz he made many friends among
mon and womien of prominent pesition a3 well as those in thr
hunibler walks of life. He countad among his fricads legislaton.
governors, members of Cangress and Capluing of Indusicy 1%
seell 08 the: grocer, The barber, and all others with whom he camé
in contaet, I extending his riendship to others he made oo dis
tinction botwoan men of prominenee and the common man. T
worth, to him, did nat depend upon wealth oc pasition, H:- lu\ll"
poople for hemselves and whether a man or woman was ©f
wealih, politienl of soctal prominence, made no differcnee '
him in his cstimate of thweir worth. He had few enemies s
many, many friends,

In the performance of hia dulies, both with the Vetrmnd
Admmlsu.mnn and as Judge, many persong came before M
unfamiliar with such surcaundings snd were in gwe of the MAR
desir ané purpase la find and be guided by the truth, quickl
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who was to hear and draide (heir couse. His warmih and evident
relieved any such awe or embarassment. Yaung lawyers sppest:
ing befiore him were the object of hia apecial solicitude. The fact
that they were not as familiar with trial procedures az their
gpponents way understood and hw puiding hand ansisted them in
ihe presentation of their cosc. His putpose was to do justice be-
bt man end man, and nat o rlmde the matter on the relative
ability of contending lavryers.
His dotveatic life wis oné of devotion and attschment to his
wife and daughter and when his daily chore was compleled he
lways be found at home in the companionship of his
ily. “In”hi ife waz gentle; i
in him that nn(urc might stand up and say 1o all the world: This
was & man."

Our life on earth is but & short interlude between two eterni-
ties. Our krewledge of the one posl, consisly o1 o o e
riences and whal we learn from rocor@ed history. The elemity
hevamd this 1ifs seae m o hopa of lfe hereafier anel Iitn i
God that Wt hope will be fulfilled.

He whose memary we honor here Tived in the belief and faith
that man's snjeurn here en carth is not the end, but that there
is immoriality of the soul and life hereafter for thase whe believe
God, and that for thoee whe live and dic in that fith “there
ie a house not made with hands, etermal in the heavens.”

In ihe Bible we find ihiz solemn admonition, "Whalsaever
thy hand findsth te do, do it with thy might,” Whate:

waa hie be did prompuy, thorouhly, and ¢
perfectionist and was never suliaficd with medioes

put his hand 16 the plow he looked strmight shaad plosed &
struigh! furrow und did nol Jook back. He revered the past and
= grateful for the mtmy frieads he had made in his lang career
of public service, but he lived for the fulure; what it held for
fim, thase he loved and hic ecuntry. He was a man of ctrong
“hvictions and with strict adherencn to pri ciple and followed,
alwmys, the dictates of hia own conaeience,
of the multitude. Though A man of strong oonwcnon and adher-
;{;]M W prmmp!e he was not intelerant of the views of hin

He lived by the principle that alt men are equal before the
law nd 83 o lawyer and judge he bracked no distinction by
Tasan of social position, weallh, race o creed. Layalty and
traditude wrre among his great virtuss, he never forgol nor lailed
1o be grateful for a kindness conferred ugon him. It wes my
SreAk priviloge to have him as my Iriend and be his friend for
e forly years.




