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NOTES AND DOCUMENTS

1964 WNnER 1N PyBLic SCHooL EssAY CONTESTS: THE IDA
F. HASSLEY AWARD ON THE SUBJECT "THE CULTURE OF
ORLAEOMA CITY"

he amnual contest aponsersd by the Oklghoma City
Pnbllc Schotls through its Director of Secandary Eduuhnn
o the best esony written by a twelfth grade pupil in the
um-nnm cuy ublic sehosls, an the sibject b Cutture
of Cklshoma City” hes todey become an avent in the history
of the Clpll-l City, an event jhdleative of the ihcrensing
interest in local history and culture all over the state
Oklahema. The question “What ia caltura of & place or a
society 1" should bring s rq:ly that has a part in interpret-
ing the history of = reg|

“The Ida F, Hlsl!y Award’ peclel
fund for $I 000 in cash angually hna been gwen t'he tweTﬂh
in Oklshoma City public schoals whose essay
o this cn:y s calture has been judged the best emony many
papers on the subjeet entered each spring for the past five
years. The winaing essay in 1964 was classed by the ]udg!s
65 one of the best, if not the “top” essay, among the win-
ning papers in the Ave-year Derind. The cath prize of $1.006
in 1964 was awarded Howard Caldwell Davis of Oklshoma
City, eighteen year-old senior of John Marshall High School
for his esaay, 1

TAe Cultnre of Ghlohoma City
Dilabama City in not just w place—it is & complex and_many
rded way of life whith cncompates the cutural pusiins of
thausands. i

ECOUTNARS o4 OF twa mesthetic endeavors, but becauss it support 2
multituda,
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1241 Wishize, Didaboms Chty, The "vinner of The
apply the £1,608 toward Bz sducalion el

T e ool sibiet

Fathorine. Ciomon, oachor In"Tobn Maraha High Sebosl B




an The Chronsciss of Gilakoma

The Brsi held in whieh our wbievement b disinctive

Y Radio and WEY.TV wi ﬂl firat o
o begin reevia: | Drondencting. Bath hare
u i e pummfm ond mhlw ors ek,

evivlon ‘netwerls hosts o whSlinte in

Uklnhuml st v mm siationa bring woaie daily o the
far of ou citisess, Tho klahoma Publishiog Company

bas aince 1909 hent Oklahomans thraagheut the atite In

L 28 wigk o urrorm oo, e o T o

The lmﬂnﬂ. und perhaps bmﬂdsl eultural c-u-m ia recreation.
Thete are shad ‘frnn\d Dlaygraun t ki
T e ‘nmmat and thi delltiotaly’ CheloE Sinte Fair 1 the &

: ulu bo!h »;

countey claba, golf eluoe, privats cluby, ohd bl
s Tor
2 matlon’s mast xmil\mnE v Temotle vnllulhma of -n[mn!- m
an; » score of deluxe restaurant
heart and ‘stonuch af any gouret; hieti e Tor the
players and atadiums for the ny

mujor_wepect o
fiy's cltaral e Moty commuinlty sartlee orgabication
nmn-unnl‘\ und hearia) fnd weide, Juapo
'm onlor Chaetbes ot o o commeantly sothing. ware to
rove practices and eal e pM.enlinll(iu o Businers. Women, ton
are st sy pmm -r.Lng f.f charitable orgu) ons. Sorbls and
e Women'n Society for Ch H:!L-n Scrvm aras shiniog exsrmples of
thy citde apir’ Men .m i deveted fo otber hon-profit oTgani-
G_'.llnnstl ing the ¥ ?.."{.m”"'i' chhmu:r Asanch1 u-dkm'
itl Seout progrem w: n the no les sk o
n ing our youth ints wanhosd and wemanhsod
O paticttam dnd Tuve o i wan. Ehurehee of over e dononinns
tiana folfll the spizitupl needs of our communtty.

Civie organizstlons ynd pctivitics wre the
Oklafioma ci Ty

Meant. aren of our eulture, i the
g fallurg to brogden 1

re of a0 the ants b

rur the

Thun tar b ffarts have beeo troly iwpreasive, 4 vast asatum of
private nad publle, clementary and neeondary seh orsible
The lanlz educution uf avery 2hild In the eits, Th -

reach ver; 3 Libre
adule sdiestion In the numer

rgent. subjerta an the GW‘L i Bl'l el :e
cruwning echizvament, hywavar ¢ cducational nyatem I3 Oila-
Toma Gity University. Thin n\mlrﬂy m.mmg‘ e netition
has gained & me. e cepotation hroueb the srele
sfforts of ita m asors. And now,
mi.t,lllee of the N‘luuh\ull!s ln:lmlle af Technology in the Gml

lta prosnects for emerging ua one of tne mution's foremat
Tohouts o Wby Tenrming. Brom cven brightar.




Motes and Documents 481
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THE OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, HOBT FOR
THE AMERICAN Assncm'rlon DF Sn'rs AND LocaL HISTORY

The Historical
Society in the proc ni lﬂi!—u::mber 29 io 31—was
that of host together with the Univeraity of Oklahoma for
the Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of the American Azgo-
cintion_for State and Local History, Hesdquarfers were
at the Sheraton-Cklahoma Hotel, Oklahome City, delegates
sttending this nationel meeting from a)l parts of North
Americs. Staffl members of the Oklahoma Ristorical So-
ciety received high praise for their cordial end efficient
assl.!unce to the visiting members of the American Apao

The scavion devated to the subject of “State His-

was of particular mbere.st in the Oklahoma
Sw:mys statewide program of marking and maintenance
of hisloric sitea m the state, begun Chairman_of
thia session wea Mr. K. H. Creveling, Director, Division
of Developrent, Department of Conasrvation and Economic
Develcpment, State of New Jeraey. Trenion. The po
discussion was opened by M. Bimar L. Fraker, Adminis-
trative Se:rmry Okla}mma Histarical Society, who gave
the following paper ;
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STATE HISTORIC SITES:
Wroe CAN BEST OPERATE AND CONTROL THEM

The discussion title for this panel, through m phrlu-
ology, might be conaidered to have eliminated e

Sion, ENAL Is, of eoures, if we asume State historis siles
ahould be nperated and controlled by the state. 1t is to be
vanerted, however, that the intent of this discussion i to
delineats reasans why any particular historic site should be
<controlled by a specific divisian of stats government, or by
a spacifie private organtantion,

It may sound trite and hackneyed, but it must be re-
peated that whichever state or orgsnization can best do the
Job should do it. In other words, aites of nationg] intersat

ould be controlled by the naticnal government, those
state mgmﬁcnnu by state government, end those of local
Interess oy Ioal gaveroments, By the ssme token, it coull
be seid thet nationsl sociaties end organizations should
control certain sites of national significance, state grotps of
state significance, knd loce] groups of local significance.

Throughout the Midwest, it is & rether common prac-
tite ta plees the care of historie sites in the rands of state
Ristorical aoeietics, This ssema to b & logical sparosch.
Hera in Ckishoms we have bwe agenciea of s
ment thaf ave carlng for historie les, Several of the oat
impartent historical structures and locatiens in Oklahoma
are under the contro] of the Planning snd Resources Board,
while others are under the contro] and management of the
Gldahoma Historical Society. This is a bad and dificult
situstion, becausa anthority is divided end esch divisien of
aites in Ainanced from appropriations secured by two differ-
ent divisions of government, Thig leads to uncqual Arasc-
ing and uneven Rdministration. Through agreement of the
Slata Flanning and Rescurcas Soard e e Ohiuhomma
Historleal Soelety, the next Legislatore ia being requested
‘alieviate s aituatian by PIACIE the comtrel of Al his-
toric sites, owned by the state. under the direstion and
management of the Oklahome Historical Soclaty

The foregoing illustration is used, beca germa;
te the prablem of who sheuld control atal.e hmarlc ites,

¢ determining factors in this instance have been that the
Flanning and Reseuroes Bosrd 13 primarlly interceted. in
parks, while the Historieal Soeiety, as me implies,
concenirates on Historical matiers, In the Teaolution T
questing the
management of his T e ercy of v Bessorical
Bociety, it way pumh:d uul that the Planming snd Resourcea
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Board staff members wera not trained in hiatory and related
topics, while thase of the Historical Soeiety did have the
requisite training for determining what sites should be pre-
served and how o preserve and explain them.

It is aur belief that mumicip: d_local groups
should maintain and operate ecity and municiple historic
edifices and sites, Sueh sites, of course, wonld be those
having ly local signficarce, For exaraple, the homg of
an mly whiyer, wme reputation snd neme are ﬂmlhnr
primarily in community, should ke placed in th
gruvmceaf mummpnl control. Being from the Midwest aml

onthwast, our enyitemment haa probably made U prone
to favor atste cantrolled museuma and hiatoric sites over
private cotitrol, The ¢hief advantage is that once a aite he-
comea the property of a state, it is mast diMcalt for auch
property 10 be traded or sald, Furthermore, such
preserved because of state-wide sentiment, rather tham
some group urge ar nation, Freguently nongovarnmenial
organizations dishand or become financlally impotent.

Certainly no historic site should be maintained without
proper inscriptions and word explanations, The more im-
portant ones should have & paid, trained staff in charge.
‘When the atate has control of a site, the histarical society
of that state, based upon the work of its researchers, Cur\
beat create an accurate restoration, or preservation.
in far leas presaure fo beer in a atate controlled histeric nw
plar, than in one by an organization, Mest atates protect
their historical societies by having them i ram any
form of politicsl or socia] pressure. Organization wntrulled
sites ata all too frequently spbject to e whims of =
Rnancing individua] or firm, with the result that truth Illd
aceuracy may be wacrificed ‘to plesse the danor.

Too much cannot be said of having trained peruonnal
in charge of historic sites. It was onr experience not too
long ago o visit cne of the utatanding historic restorations
in the s. The restorers hed done an excellent
Jjob, but. lhen it hnd been left to Jocal club women to supet
vise and explain. ese good little ladies, drassed jn peried
spatumes, with much self-importance, strutted and preened
& ing forth with well-memorized tidbits of
Information sbout fhis and that, But ask one of them o
question sbout sere item not on their meriorized agenda,
and the poor little dear Acated off into apace. Imagine a
well-trained curator olappitg the hand of sore woman
visitar who touched a drapery. It was done by a costumed
old darling at the aforementioned place. Yes, the work of
historie sites shonld be earried on by treined perscnnel, and
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in moot states thet trained personnel i to be found on the
staff of state historice! societiea

Wealth in the hands of lntellxmt individuzla end or-
ganizntions hes brought about, through private meena,
some of the finest restorstions lnd ~rpservnl|nnu in the
nation. Willismaburg I3 an out-standing example of this
sort of develspment. When the wealthy donors are sati
fied ta furnish the funds and completely diverce themselves
from. mnnasenwn nm‘] techmice] declpions, great success

been attained. ¥ community i3 indeed fortunsts to
be the ml]:lent omm type o1 historle aite development and
preservation,

1f & historic Aite §3 important snongh to be preserved,
it i important enough to be cared far by prﬂlesslmlll!

Adminiatrative Secretary
—Elmer L. Fraker,

ORlokema Historical Sovicty
Oklahema Gity, Oklakoma

80%6 1IN SUNLICAT GLEES,
“My INoIAN TERRITORY HOME™

An unusual bit of early state history is reflected in the
song, "My Indian Terrltory Hame'' dedicated to “Hon.
Green MoCurtain, Chief of ths Choctaw Nation,” found
in the small book, Suniight Glees published by The Eurcka
Publighing Cumpany of Stigler, Oklahoma, the copyright

date given in 1904. The book waz for use in “singing
sch 00la” that were held in rural cammumues, auch
rt of the history of musie and social gatherings of the
peoplu (blended Indisn and white} for many years in
Eaatern Qklahoma, A copy of Sunkipht Glean swas brought
in to the [ndian Archives to show the song dedicated to
Chie! Green McCurtain, the owner of the book, Mrs.
orge Moore giving permission to have transeript copy
of the song made for The Chronicles.

M friends DI Green McCurLam years ago told the
Edlter of hi @ Choctaw poetry and also, folklore in
poetic form in Chomw It 12 known that the Choetaws (0
very early trihal dsys hefore they came west to make their

and singers of the Southeastern
Tndian tribes. Something of Green McCurtain's persenality
and native grace and talent is gllmpsed with the discovery
of this song of sixty years age, "My Indian Territory
Home" dedicated to him. [t turns our thoughts to a peried
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of Choctaw histary that has had little notice. Choc
lesdera generally, who We'l‘e active in the 1880, the 18‘30:

d the yeats just before statehood have had litils mention
in hlatur!r by the dummlnl forcea that would take over the
Tnéisn Territory.

Many Choctaw leaders were parsons of charvacter that
held their. own agelnst the Ibrading. onslanght.  Some
Choctaw fermily namea ave known in the life and on the
maps of the State of Oklahoma today, including the name of
MeCurtain that of the atate’s southerstern county bordered
by Red River.

The name of t.'he Choctaw McCurtain family (also
found mbemlrrl mong some of the Chickszaw) is seen
listed an “MoCartain” in the British resords in London,
dating from the eurly 17605, “MeCurtain® wan » whit
trader from Britain who came, settled and married among

e Choctsws in Mississippi before the American Hevoiu-
uun Hia descendant, probebly his grandson Choctaw by

. waa Corneliua’ MeCurtain who sarved as Chief of
Mu!ho}ntuhbee Diatriet, Choctaw Nation West, in 1660. He
haa the distinguished reeord of three BnnstBclimn‘
Edmnnd and Green—, each of whom was elected al

23 principel chief of the Nation at different llmen
Sfier the Divil War. Gresn MoCuTéain was born ngar
Skullyvi 843, Beginning st the uge of eighteen, he
was elected and served in many positions of trust in the
Chactaw Nation, including four terms aa “Principal Chief.”
He was the laal elected Principel Chief under the laws of
the Choetaw Mation (1904}, and continued in this affice by
U. 8. Government eppointment after Oklahoma staienood,
in the Interest of unfinished Chactaw husiness affalrs until
his death on_December 27, 1910, at his home in Kinta,
Ollshoma. He was three-fourth Choctaw by blood, and
was held in high regard by those who knew him—sa man of
fine phyeique, personal magnatiam, intellectusl endowment,
ready wit and a great orator in the Choctaw language.
(M. H. W)
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Title Page gt Sunl!a’l! Glecr which has Bonx Ne. 16,
dimn Teeritary Henw.



