[ The Chrenicies af Ghlghama

THE NATIVE AMERICAN CHURCH IN OHLAHOMA
By Carol K. Rachlin®

# Native American Chureh of North Ameries is sn
Amnun Indian Christisn nabivistie religion, The Church
i Chavtered in twelve atates and in Conada, and io the
largest intertribel organizetion of American huiilna in
existence. No exact figures for church members]
obtained. Its pational Preauient Mr. Frank Talm! Gun,
g:\aﬂ; ths practising membership sa 225,000 Indians in

‘Oklahoma, whers the church was firat cher-
med on Detaber 10, 1918, the membership is compopsd of
persons belonging ko most of the fifty-seven tribea in the
state. A congervative estimste would be that this membar-
ship npresem one-t.hlrd of the Indian population of Qkla-
h epproximately 22,000 perscns.” An amendment to
the In:orpcramm papera of the Native Amerieam Indian
Chureh in 1844 reads:!

rpows for which lJus corporation i formed b ta fester
wad mnm. o okt belevary 1o AImIghty lod And the custorts
rpl tribes of Indmn: IJ|

tersbiers o e
¢ the United Blates, with the Hght. to own and hold prop-
erty for che purpo-e of mmmmg Les businesa or serviee,

The modern ophy of the Native Americen Church

is Dest. :xpmsed in the word: of James Auchiah, & Hiowa :*
TCarot 4. Rashlin is with Soutirent Rescarch Amocinton Okla-
llwu ke he wm forn numhr of pear, She
rom Columbia

Univmug Fvw Tk e Ariictas by Ml Reeniin hare e eppoced
m “Amnrican Anthropologil Asecintion, and is i & Fellow of
i Amerizn Aunvllhnn or Advancement of Sciwncy (. )—Ed,
plfearings Belere the Subcommitico on Constivutionat Rights of

the mel!l‘v o) the .l-dwmrm Dniat Stiates
groan Secar Part 3, dune 1, 2,

fimonsed [acarcormtion Parers of the Nudirs American Chusch
of mmb.m. At

Worda ua Jlrml A\u:lmh Kiow:

Natve Amerizan Chuvol homa.
Indinn Center's Interioith Dw.

1804, Fioma teatulaiad oy bt
Spetiesr Abpeahter
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From the very beginning of time, the Tndien 1
Imu; Tus. Hp n the warld around h

o entiun s Vi Eeabne they are

The [ndign looks srerywhere, o he looks he secs
PR s At R
E\.ﬂ'! How nrtivtle .r:uth' valleyal And wa look at them all, and
e o all,

baon w re-
and things

/[0 Kiomal L am hupoy e e with vou all dadny, 7 em beepy
& you are singi en wa ning logath

n hammony wih preei Lo o e e
10 ane W wa the old waya, or to ks llI

u-ocld Gl Lm w] ‘-"!y i ek e

wrd toge g Lfe's road rlght .

iy Now T will aprak In Enghith: ”
2 beliewa in many ﬂnmu We believe in the
s thy Breherong of men. and ke union cf
Earle
B harrat heate
TV befigve that in (ndian ceremorien, e abould at ooly the
old Indinn Sooda: '-‘h bean froit. We dzink
Clhan fresh, watar, e shoald eat the’ Mrb rm God hu mm us,

hite brothare, We belicve pray
\—hoth sis of the Cipi—becausa thwe i he

A these men who apoken o God
loves us, That is the old Indlul (iR g g Ml way
any. T veal. 1¥% true

This philosophy i implici all Native Ame
Church cevemonies. The mwrurel.atnon and the rituslistic
elements of the service varies from tribe to tribe vlll.hm n
formalized patiern. The netivistic portions of the a
are determined by the amount of sboriginal nhg-mn hich
I parucul-r group possessen. The emphasis give
oul Tarls of the sefvioe will depend an whelwer the Fribe
was mdluorully » hunting or an agricaltural people. The
Christlan elmeht.s in the ceremony are determined by the
uB hodies who influenced 2 perticular Indian
grmggd All ln ian groups believe in Jesus Christ the Som

A Natjve American Church service is aiways preformed
for 1 apecinl Tauson; prayers for heulin the ek Pravers
for thanksgiving, prayers to protect the young people who
are going into service, ete.

The ceremony iz usuzlly held in a tipi which serves aa
the church. Fntll:ri. fire, amoke, the sound of the drum—
&ll carry man's pravers to God. Man mey sing his pEsyers,
or 8 them out loud, or word them privately to himeelf,
Each man communes with Ged in his own words, Ther
# fow standard prayer songs which used in warious
sections of the service, in keeping with the fur.ma!lzed
pattern of the ceremony.
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Tha farmalised pattern of the Native Arnencm Churuh
service prevides that a chief or prisst condust the
or ‘rgeting”, The prlel! is assisted by hiz drammer and
the Fire Cl n. The Raad Man's duties ave to
‘eep the tipi clum fand the fire, and generally aid the priest
during the servics.

The sérvice beging abaut 8:60 p.mn, and continyes yntil
7:00 g.m. The ceremony is dlvided into four parts, with
aach part of thg service having g special meaning:

1. The Entrance Ceremoniy: The prieal olipwed by hiy
drummer, Ields the congregation The priest
tells the group the reason for huldmj{ lh:: service, He then
passes the holy pevote cactus for each person to est. The
perota cartus is the sacrament, and ean be equated with tha

read and wine of the communion servies of the Christian
ved God

Church. A persan who eats the sacrament
wl!.hin hlmae]f and thuy he can tommaghe with Ged.

s from this peyote cactus sacrarent that the religi-
aus belle! of the Native American Church haa received its
ealloquial nare, “Peyate Rellgion®® Tt ja ales hecanze of
the peyote cactus that the membera of the Native American
Church have been the recipient of abuse and attack from
their own tribesmen as well as from the non-Indien com-

2. The Midwight Waler Ceremony:
Fire Chief (Roed Man) brings in a pail
which each member of the congregation
seremany symbolizes the fertilizfng of all lifs. Ths holding
of this cersmony st the begining of 2 new day represents ths
cuneeption af life.

Morning Water Coremouy: This ceremony fs
held lbnut dawn and symbolizes birth. A woman brings
l.rg frum her body into the world; thus she brings the new

to man. A mature woman carries in a pail of water
from which the comgrogation deinke. 11 Iife Taeds Wetsr to
Ilnunah

The Ceremoniol Broakfost: Men_receives hig
str:mrth from food, which is God's blessing. The ceremonial
‘breekiast, composed of [ndian faoda: carn, mest, fruit, and
swater, gives the worshipers God's blessings and ‘sends them
forth strengthensd to meet the new day. This ceremony
clozes the Native American Church service

The phlluwphy uf the Naiive Ameriesn Church s not
understoed by i om seize upon the
eating of the wobe sncrament: o thes peint of attack.
Theae ¢ritics elain that the ssgramental peyate iu « narcotic,

At midnight the
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and is habit-forming, dangerous, harmful and deleteriow
to the usera.

The sacramental peyote ia a Httle spineleas tatcos which
grawa.im the southern Riv Grande valley. It in hotanically
known es Lophopitore Wiltiamaii, Lematre. This cactus has.
been confused with many other plants. Explorers, mission-
arjes, early travelers, and evan scientiats have identified it
with everything fram mescal bauna to poiaonous maghe
rooms.

Four tops of the cactus Lophophore Willigmets, Le-
maire, usually called "Peyate Buttans”, are eaten during the
religious service. Four iz a sacred number of mast Ameri-
can lnd.:nns. symnnhzmg the four divections: east, south,
west, o

The effects of peyote upan an individual vary with hie
physleal health and wychulug»cal -tt:tude Al averags
person will develop acute se; to color and sound. He
may heve some hullucmaoory experiences.  Hellucinations
will exist within the environment, and_ will usually be
visicns seen in the femes of the holy fire which burns
throughout the meeting. Visual haluefnations in a peyote
meeting may be squated with seeing designs or figures in
cloud fermations.

The services of the Native American Chureh in Okl
homa ate Blwaye guiet and dignified, with no outbreska of
uncontrolled emotion or obscene performances.

The genersl health of persans whe est peyote sevemont.
ally onet a week or less appaurs to be about the same as
that of nonpeyote eating Indians. A review of four or five
generstions of Kiowa and Sauk peyote adherents does not
indicat? thet any inberitable effects result from esting
peyo

Members. nf the Native American Church in Oklahome
do not wsuslly use peyote in contemporary euring tere.
monica. 4 persop with a bad cold may drink peyote tea, but
for any more serious condition he will sce a medical doctor,
More often individuals ge to peyole ceremoniea to thank
God for having been cured, or to ask God's help for recovery
from sickness,

Evans Sehulios, Feyste | (Lophophava - Wiltiom,
wed with [t Botanical Muscum Leaflets, {Harvard
mbridre, My, Umivorsiy Puesy,"1th Nov. 1907),
. 6100, See refernaces in Appr

ahtiee. Marrish 10 €, K. Bachia. Peraonal Commmmm
Field Notes snd Observations.
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L expressed his attitode towerds heel-
woman has cencer and the doctors
aan't enre her. We will hold four meetings (Native Amarl-
can Chuxch services) for her, She srill not get well, but
lm rind will feel better."

The logal status of the use of peyote s o sacrament La
ee difficult to define es the sacramental uas of wins was
tnder nationel prohibition. Some atatea have sutlawed the
use of peyote under any cireumstances, While others have
refused to pase auch laws, The Federal position is even
more mmplu

te (Lophophorn Williamsis, Lemaére) i not in-
ded T Tha current United States Nareotics Law. Re-
ﬂnﬂd’ (in 1964) w joint resplution was introduced {n the

Congress, Second Sesaion, to add peyote Lo the Federal
Rocsoa o Ae ot July, 1964, The Mative American
Church of North Amarica 18 actively lobbying against thia
resclution.

Two Federa] Laws specifically mention the word peyote,
(Laphophorn Williamsti Lemaive} . The firat {n the NaToeotics
Acdict Farm Act, passed in the 193¢'s. This law enables the
eourta o enfaree euves, through hoapitalization, on nareatics
uddicts. The United States Bureru of Public Heelth main-
taing two hospitels for thic purpose,

A letter to Commissigner of Indian Alhirs Jn‘lm Cnl]jn
from United States Public Health Servi
best of our knowledge, there has never been a ns!hnt
mitted to either of the U. 3. Pu‘nhl: l{enllh Service hoapi
at Lexington, Kentucky, or rth, Texas, for breat
mmL for addiction to 'payote

second Federal law to refer specifically to peyote
is the deerll Food, Drug, rnd Cosmetit .%tL A mete an
1he subject of peyols written in 1955, states:*

A letter from Mr. M. R. Stephons, Assaelate Commissioner of
Food wnd Drowz, ta Mz James 3. Slotkin, Univeraity of Chicago,
deted 18th Jamusry, 1955, Mr. Stephens atatea fhat ot the !“1_‘
7 e Tocion Beatga, tho Deuttomgtt of Agriaultore aremited 1o
prevent the introduetian of mm‘ for 2 whi

Abont Efteen ve at the requast of m. IMlnn
Buren, e Sieomeiied Seving Betons At Seertns thin

mean [nador Neal, Susk, Cushing,

Dde md [ A Rulmn Wln«gr, msa
+7, 8. Blotijn, Thx Prvols fc Prea
qu WEEJ - 124. Letter to Dr. .Tnkn Calllnr Trom \'J 8. Pnb'lbc

‘Hnﬂﬂ: of the Hubcommittes on Comstilutionn] Rights of hy
Coramittos o Judiciary, ap. oit., . 62T,
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abatance (payore). This was partly dus o the fust th

ny product inicnded for micdi s,
e J¢ infcimetion' ity wso s bnon con
Indians ami it wag elaimed thet !J\c em
ily in religicus or cevemonial rites
he Peyote religion was irst
homa by Dr James Mooney, 5o a reuult oI hl: study of
Kiowa history, in 18§1." Mr. Mooney found the religion
fully developed at thet time.

In 1831 Baptist and Methodist missionaries were ol
ready well established in the jurisdiction of the Kiows,
Comanche, Wichita and Caddo’ Agency in western Oklar
homa, and the Indians were acquuinted with several forms
of Chrieu-nily The acteptance of the Peyote Religion by a

le s natural process when one considers
RO T nativistic and Cheistian sements,

All the Christian groups nnd the employess of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs were anxioue to suppresa the
Peyata Religion because they believed that, the cating of
peyole caused meral breskdown nd corruption among the
Tndian people, They were joined in their fight against the
Peyote Religion by Indian believers in the clder native re-
ligions and by Chriatian converts, who kept the officials in-
formed of the times and places of the 'peyohe meetings.

The action of the migsionaires an ployees wf the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and of the Indians should be
viewed in terms of conditions on the Flaina and tha country
at larga at that time. This was the period of Indian history
in which occurred the Gheat Dance uprising among the
Pleing Indigns, the Crazy Snake rebellion n the Creek
Nation, and the mtrodnction of the "Fortynine" protest
dances in the northern Plaima.

It Wes 150 & period of general unrest throughont the
United States. The depression of the 18%0's began in the
‘Danking centers of the east and spread westward. Crop
failures and grasshopper plagues impeverished the aericul-
toral Pleins states. A demand for free land was raised by
the unemployed and dizpiaged clements of the population.

the [ndian Tarmnry. leter (16903
"Ok]llmml Tertitory," was first apenad to white settlemenit
In 1883. In 1807, Oklahoma Tu-nm-y was symbolically
warrisd to Indian Terzitery, and the  State of ch]lhuml
was rdmitted te the Unian. i " Chinge was everyw
the unrest of the nation st large gt by The Tadian

oJaraes Moaney, Colondera: 17th Apnusl R
e Burens o Amarian Erhoeiomy (e (Haabingion,

iTdwin C. McReynalds, Alice Marciott, Esbolls Fauleaner, Okle.
homa tha Story of 1s Paat and Preseni, {Univerdlty of Ollahoms
Press, Norman, Oklnboma. 1681.)
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peoples. The tribes axpressed their ihhappiness in a des)

Ete search for spiritual reassurence—semething o [oad
them from the frantie confusion and bewilderment they
Telt Into the aenty of a knowisdge of sp ife.

Thu Oklahama land openings brought in fresh Aoods of
ionaries, whe taught their different bramds of Chris.
thmly to the Indiens, Some Indiens found the European.
based teachings of Chrwuamtv compatable to their own
ey of thinking and living. Other Indisns, however, had
ecply roated baliets in theiz old celigions, and some Indians
roun logic: in both, These turned to a blend of the two—
e Peyote Religion,

The Sr.ssmn uws of 1899, passed at the Gth regular
sassion of ative Assertbly of the Tenitnry of
Oklahoms, Aprj] wu\ 1897, gutlawed the mescal bean in
Avtiele 111 Hedisine Men and Meverl Beane,

At that time tham was _great confusion batwesn the
enctus Ln‘piwp Williamass, Lemaire (peyota) and the
Tad measel bean, Sophorss Sesundiflova (orieg) Lag. eb
D ¢ i3, in the minds of employees of the United States
Buresu of Indian Affrirs, the missionaries, and the lay
popalation.|=

Sophera Secundifiore (orteg.) Leg. ex. DC 13,
rmegeal bean, gTows oh a hush which fo shout three feet
high. The bean is poisomous, snd is never eaten. Indian
men, particularly in western Oklahoma, wear neckluces of
these red baana aa part of their ceremonial dress. This la
because where Sophora Secundifiore (orteg.) ex. DC.
found. the eastun Lophophora Wiiowstt, Ltmaire Is also
found, The Ingians sey that the mescal bear. lcads them to
the peyote, and they honar the bean by wearing it.

The confusion of the two plants led to the repesl of the
Session Law by omission from the Genersl Statutes of
Oklahwma, in 1908. Ever since then there have been at-

the use of o peynta sacrament in Oklehoma,
hut all of “.\em have failed."?

With the omission of “Article I1: Medicine Man and
Meacsl Beans” of the Session Laws for 1899 in the Genaral
Statutes of Qklahoma, the Burean of Indian Affeirs had no

1 ragans, after 1908, of supressing the Peyote Religlon.

1¥Richard Evane Schultes, op. it

13 Oktahoma Historical Society, Oklwhoma Clty, Obla. [Indism
Archives. Chevanns-Arapehe Peyole File.

7. 8. Slatkln, op. cit. p. 58 snd Tabla d.
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‘The firet decadea of the Twentisth Caneury were nnt
snly pericds of growth and expansion, they wers pariods of
organized public virture. They were the years of the
Anti-Salﬂnn Lasgue, of the Women's Christian Tetaperance
Union, and the Temperance Scciety of the Methodist Episco-
pu! Church. These organizationa, joined with other similac
grougs, brought about the passing of the 18th Amendment
the Constitution of the United States

i Oklshome, these national rmovemes ts eceived gtron
support from the white Christian population. The )
representatives of the Bureau of Indiam Affairs pressed
their fight against the Peyote Religion under the guise of
the peyote's being intoxicant. There were no national lawa
or state laws which specifically mm the Burean of Indian
Affairs legel muthority to prosecute the Peyote Religion.
The administraters of the Bureau uf Indiana Affairs, both
in Washington and in Oklahoma, interpreted the laws to
fit their own moral standard: y found their justifica-
tion in the Aet of 1887, prohibiting the sale of Intoxieating
drinka to Indiana.

The interpretation of thia law by the Bureau of Indisn
Affairs is ¢learly lustrated in the following Iztur. written
by its Chief Specisl Officer, William BE. Jahrsan. The con-
fosion by Government officinls between the pevets ums.
Lophophora Williamsit, Lemaire, and the red mescal
Sephora Secundifiora {urteg. Lag. ez. DC. 13}, can tleg be
clearly nefed 10

Dupartmae of the Interlor. Unived Biaes 1
§t Take Gy, Talh En route Banning, iy
Frem: Willism E. Johnsa

To: Mr. Frank Thackers, Supcrintendunt, Indian Agency, Shawnee,
Oklahoma,

Service,
August 3, 1908,

My Dear Bir: —

bave Lo ackowledge receor of your leer of July 27, 1004,
enclosing_a wrillen you by Henry Murdeck,
Tearae Sxhumiotan, BahFoAh-THEE, UR-Fe-Theime and
c sampte of the plant which has been used

o
he sample of the plant which you enclosed fa fhe Boyote, the
Ust of whish che Govermpsn s lryi to break up among the
Tedians, The Meseal Bean in a fmquzm.ly rlied to thia o
i, Ford Mamealn. Rmever, a4 Spunish werm Which

Richard Mafsader; William Millr; Danl Arraw The douri
3 lewood Cliffs, Mew Jeraey. Prenlice-Hall, Tne,
um AL b BT

" Olghoms Blstorical Soclety, Ollahornn Gity, Ol Inden
Archives SoFoz Fes Ba. —Queted In Appei
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riy s our Bogllsb word dopet, and Is ayplied

nr_‘hﬂ lndlurlminmlv to 1y ar mtcnq e T e s
Anorre 20 e Hiveal Bean
aneng ot Giiaberas oo el et peara 6o hen | sitemapied
I-l-wm al Courta againet Intro-
Uv-la.r the advire of a amart

el b3 8 smart Ineryur 1 svady U
i umorihy of e Btlemmn Totine b bt moch . wobe

e awar the satament of dhese Infiama for reference in
The leader esca] Sect amony the Sas wnd Fax

g ko on Stiam of ‘ang artisle whwirorwer which. prodise Intesiie:
tien. The Payote s wuch an articls.

Yours, very truly,

(slgmd) iliam B. Johmson,

The pressure on the miheren'x of the Pzyote Religlon
grew atronger a2 the drive for prohibition graw In popu-
Iarity among the white papalation ™

The most. determinad effort of the Buresu of Tndian Afairs te
have an nu nuon '\ll‘sblhu%iwmk place in 1918, when . R, 2R14

Bmithsonia ), non
i thus W taa o Musnays tneaaive thay the “bativa Apwars
ean Church” was incerporated in Olkiahoma on Oetober 10, 1018

Fiftr-aix yeera have passed since the Chamr af lha
Native American Church of Oklahoma was pra
generations have grown up, Lo earry on the idell! ot the
Chureh and to make ft a united intertribal seeio-relgious
organization.

‘ﬂl: phl]owphy of tha Native American Chorch hes
been reinterpreted, as happena n al] raligions, 5o the balfsf
il conitimzs o be. accepiabls 1o tach new gersration. The
Native Ameriean Ghurch, while still cantinuing many na
traditions, e maved into the Christian world of the lu.e
Twentielh Centurs.

3.5, Slotkin, ep. ¢it. pp. 5368,
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The Native American Church is atil] being condemmed
by many orthodox Christian faithe, and by many Indien
people who do not understand the beliefs of the Church or
the meaning of the peyote sacrament. Both groups tend to
emphaaise the slamts whieh theg consider £ be pestacn
Jar or bizarre, forgetting the high moral teachings and
spiritoal uuninmx in dllly living which the Church preaches.

The edherents of the Netive Ameritan Chursh are
Tegelly practising their religions belief. They are Christian
af the United States and of the State of Oklnhoma,
and by virtue of the relipfous freedom embodied in the BIII
of Rights of the United States Constitution are free
<RIy on with their own interpretation of Christianity, In
the worship of God &and the Son of Ged, Jesua Christ.

APPENDIX A

Johnathan Konhiway, Oto, received a chatter for the Firatbom
Chureh ot Chtins, Present &% U roeeling el In Cheyenre, Oids-
homa, were members of the Snnd\z Cheyenne, Oto, Poner
Teanche. Hiowa, and Kiowa Apache tribes.

LaBarre, W The Pcwu Cull. (Yels Unireosity Pub.
leatons ll\ Allf.hmlmlﬂky. Ne. 16, New Haven, Conn. Yale Unbverale
17 Prass, 1098

F. E. Relsey, Ph D, The Pharmasoloy Poyots (Degt. of
Fhyslology wnd pn.mmm State U"En-r»!ly ot South Daketa,
Vermiliios, $. D,

Peyose (Lo lnpllm Wlﬂ:‘nnu-i(] comatna g the principal ac-
iy the masedline. Ot suirs chemia

pevcent, | ounce
ol Grog ol contam £70 aikinarvn oF secathline, o wmaent
udu]nnu for profeund effects fu most individuals.

n summary, the most important effects of neyote, or mencaline,
um hnml“ aobjact ars on the inbagrative or interpolative fanctiona
al the fost, themeelves aa

it

= pasertol drog, thrre i Mo crdmee 67 Jrug “Tolerands. or wuh

drawal srmptomn characteritic of the true nazcotle rall,

drug. be similar 1o 1o rirhcans in hiywlologic us el

&0 Ii the pagcholngic senze.”

Loriy 8 G Goodmll\ and AMred Gilman, The Phavmacological Baslr of
e. (New York, Macmillan, 1966}

"Lunhp}\ 0 W Lemaire (newotn) Is not w manootic be-
enwe there In rn SElg -uknce that abatinence symptoms. occur
when the drug In not wrailable”
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W, Macrenu and V. A. Yogel. Narastica and Addiation, {Spriig-
Fld, T, Chaa. €. Thomas. 1968}

“Thore 1s ne auhentic sexed 1w dhow thut the bakitul o
addictive use of pey orcure cither by Tndiens or athers who e
W periodicatly o Sxperimensallys

APPENDIX B

Oklehoma Hintotical Socicty, Indlen Ar.
+ OKlahoma,

o SweEon Vice Tl

BUBLIC LAW KO, 28

An Act m robibit fha sabe of intorkoeting drinky fa Tolaos,
providing panalties therefor and for sthur purpone

L mscced by the Sensce and Touss of Reprelenumvu of
of Amerlen In Cony mbled, that any person

"eive awayy 41 change, o baTLer sns. Tublc,
vf Tauir of any ind whatsseser, or any canence

ward of the Oovernment including mixed bloads, over whum the
Govornment, through its departments, exercises juardianship, any

i
the aume ahall remein nable

e Dnitad Giwen, anall oe. punighed. by prisonpeny. fur
Toa (b wuty Anye brd W3 & Wi of ot se Tan E1GGAD Tor he
B2l offches, nd hot low than 20000 for cach clfense thercater.
Approved Janupzy 30, 1



