He Tha Chronicisy of Chlohoma

TERRILL'S PURGATORY: FIRST FLAY PRINTED IN
OKLAHOMA

By Paul T. Nolan®

Ira N Tarriil'a A Pargatny Made of o Porodize, 8
, depicting esrly day scene in Oklahama”
(18407), Imlda ite “flrat* position in Slate history on nega-
tive grounds. It was neithsr r.he firat play written in nor
copyrighted from Oklahoma, early a3 1889, Mary
Isabslla Hasain of Blu‘.l(burn, Oldahnm, wrote aud cop; L
righted The Beomers; The Opening and the s«m-a% of 3
Charahoe Strip, ond between The Boomers and Terrills
drematic composition, over & half dozan other plays ware
Treittan i and copyrighted from Oklaboms. Net only were
& plays not printed, huwever; but seemingly sll heve
beu lost, l fate Hut certein to have befallen Prrga-
tor, too, if Terrill had not giver his mEnuscript to & printer.
Terrill's play is now the earlieat extant drama written
by & resident of Qklahoma dealing with the Oklehome scene,
hut, agein, it was hot the Arst play writter, on en Oklehoms
subject. Not cnly The Boomers, but seemingly at least two
thm—aeor and Warren Nobla'a The Train Wreckers

d J. Frank Guadaria'a Paradite Regoined —nsad the
kaIuhméll Terrjwry and State hutory ua the anhjec& mettar
or ita

Ccmamdenne the history of Terrill and his play, how-
ever, one is less concerned that Purgatory holds "frst”
Moncre with qualificetions than he in "u\t the play exiots
Terrill with his actions, both private and public,
h his pen (in snd out of prison) mede enough
enemies In the new Territory so that even 5 lata as 1929,
stéer e had been dead for several 1
remembeted by ene of hip contsmpor W. Pes
ua ‘g wild-eyed, vicious, beastly lrurchiut " Tt shontd came
na vw surprise, therefore, thut copies of his plays were not
red. A citizenry unconcerned with preserving such
mnuucr:pw 83 The Boomers wug not likely to make 1 place
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on its bockehelf for Purgaiory; & sorvey of the publie
and university libraries of U](Illmnu during the spring of
191:; failed to uncover 4 single eoby of Terzille “otorious
lay

Although Terrill had his pley printed, thus making it
gererally availshle, todny only a amgle copy of 1t is krown
to be in existence, The Library of Congreas owaa
this single copy, mereoer, seamingly 3id mot | keq: aither of
the typed m 03 which Tervil] fivat Anbmitmd
to the Uniwd sum Gawn[hl. Office for protection

1t is for thm saveral reasqna—tha historical {nterest
of the play the Areat printed dramatic eomposition of
Oklahoma, t}:e fact that the subject matter of the play is
taken from evetits in Chishoma history, and the gemersl
1ack of ssilability of the one e:mm copy—that the play
is here being reviewed. Mo claims are here made for ita
worth xa lmerltura, nor is any argument intanded as to the
walidity of Terri ement of the Territory.
It is, eother, that the play Ia here pramnted as an ertifact
klahorma history which should be of some value 83 a
footnote in the history of the settlement.

I

Ira N. Terrill was, whatever else may be esid of him,
an interesting minor Agurs in the early history of
atate, 2 man who attracted atrong defanders and attackers,
As early an 1890, one atate historien, Marion Tuttle Roek,
wrote im

In nurly all leglalaiive hudin will be found representatives
af classical sublinity and bop deuzr. Hon, Iza M. Ta

r trom e e

lean blows in defanss of the picples rights made him one of

the most_prominant membera of the firal legialature of the Tervitory.

He waa Drave ind feariems in the defenss of any and mll privcioiss

thut hw coticelved ta bo just, wad wb:lh-r in the mejorlty or minorlty
a8 & matter of espreci ingiffeeency to him

Rock, who seems to hlvi been Terrill'e first “bi-
ng‘mpl\my" knew him well enough to be able te list some of
the facts of hie life, even those belonging to Terrllla career
before big entry into Oklahome. Reck wr

ragpstic Componitions Comyrighted in the United Stater 187
P i S A g ntirg Ofice), 1018, pornin
and corraspondence With the Library of Congreas.
; Musizatad History of Olighorn [Tnp“lh Hamgna; G B. Hamil.
1en & Bon Company, 1856},
5 1bid, p, 255,
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j Jeruill. Bt became prominuctly nutioad dating the coneen-
tion cn]led a Gu(hrw n the B <f ABBY for the purpess of or-

eovernment of Oklakoma, 71 whil na. ooy
s Soincs of 8 woumd

35 e rermoved Cotnty, i
ebere B eadded wntll . whvt of giedieiion m ovar Oklahom
w) be toul lde wnd Imdm m Pnrnn Ununl

v
whera he eade birself o family o bappy miead
By mariage o I0T4 to Miss E. . Buricas, uf Lgatuz, Dingis, ad
they have s family of feur chiliren, two zsns and buo' dm

Rock's judgement of Terrill's worth, although this
wag obum\wly shared by enough of Tzrnll's nexghbom to
elect ublic office, seema to have besn s “minority
report” in Gklahoms, More typics] of the general view—
lILhoug'll prapahly more vel\emenl.l,y expweeed ChiR most—

a3 that vaiced by ¥ ard to under-
sund the reasen wl:y seemmzly mtellment people would

eleet such & wild-eved, vicious, besatly anarchist a3 Ira
Tezrill to the ltmlllum R Peery wrota a decsde afte
Terrill's death.

Peery, like Rock, recognized that Terrill possessed quali-
ties that would lead him to suceess in poblic effsirs; but,
unlike Roek, he had a strong eomiction Fhat Oxlahoma was
not the place for auch affaira. It is true,” he wrots, “ha
was vather 2 cunning talker whe a]wa_va posed na a friend
of the peagle, but a man 5o crude in his methoda that he
could never deceive the peaple & second time. He would
bave bea in his slement in one of those anarchist msetings
in the notorious ‘Hay Market’ in Chicago.

Peery's ahjections to Terrill—which he later ]usuﬁeﬂ
in terms of Terrill's personal behavior—atarted first, Peery
lmly admits, i ¢ political gispute. Teeril, Fecey belioved,

2 'good causs, the propar placement af the Terri-
Noinid apsm

But once Tercill had shown himself on the “wrong”
side, Peery found additional reasons for his objections.
Peery wrate:>

The writer remembers dllllncuy that on one wnl.mwl tbe Hon.
W, B, McCartngy wey o mber of the Council from Wingfsher
Cmmts. uld ul\drr the rul hmd rfq:l rlght uh lh: hmr of th

w0 Terrill wan bitter -g-r;- HeCartne:
in &n angry veice denanded that the lpelker lho\l'l.d have

rat Twe Yaars" [Part Gnal, p. 447-48,
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NcCartney expellad from the ooy of the Houss. Tha speaker rofuned
ta do g, eaying thal McCartney had the rigkt ia & seat on the floor
of the Touss, Terrill bacsrna. i id that a

Fivemtd up Babing ki and o5
waa frightened in the lml!., no one l(n!' i!, Wt ﬂ\! vmw |F r:”
il concede that he mas seared 4 be wia right butwean Torel
and MeCartrer.

A]thuurh Feery could have given more details about
Terrill's life than did Rock, he founid his job as Boowell for
the playwright-legislator distasteful. “There is no ame
dmns.!{ng his character further,” he suys, “the record of
the criminal courts in hia record. He was convieted of the
rayrder of a man in Guthrie and served a part ofthis time
in Lansing, Kanass,™

Terzill, of course, had maintained that his conviction
for this “erime” was unjust; but Peary not anly eunmdmd
his arguments not worth repeating, bt he even objected
the fact that Terrill made them, “While in the pemtenmry,"
Paety wrote of Terrill's literary efforts to free himeelf, "ne
kept up & cnnsunt muuon and he was the theme cf many
newspaper g of them m!plm'] by Turrlll him-
nelf " That Terrlll wa.! agecesaful im-

sressed Peery not at all, In fact, he vlewrd “TerriN Succcan
53 one mar, plese of evidense agaimat (he maurl chbracter:
“Me caused g0 much disturbance and insubordination,
Peery repurbed, “thet Kuensas wae glad to get rid of him."®

Tezpilla efforts, after hin release from prison, to effect
aome reforms were viewed with ean by Peery: “He
[Terrill] had secured n nuinber of pittures uk«n nt the
Ensas penitentiary, where Oklahoma was confining its
convicts, and from them he made shides and guve ‘lectures’
illuntrated by magie lantern plctum telling of the norr
of thet Kansas inatitution. Pesry as. certain that Ten-iu
was ingincere in this campaign, too; end he waa
point out with Db'v:mx.l Satiafaction that if Terell 4kl mn
like prison con &nsas, he wia himoelf responsible,
Terrill had bean “lhe fltheraf the kill'" that sent Oklahoma
prizoners to Kensas to work in the cosl mines “to earn
board and keap.'I?

orbid.

rbid
nibid,

et Twal, Ghroniniss of Dhiaboma,

137The Fimt Two Yours'"
Vol VLT [Aptll, 1830), 1. M4
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Even Terrill's latar work as a geologlot and oil man
wan viewed with scorn and uuxp(moll by Peery who con-
cluded: “He aftermards, developed into a great ‘Geologiat
and regutar ‘Rock Hound’ and waa selling lessea in Texas, *

The disinterested cbserver loaking back at Terri
carear canmot help but be impressed by the variety of tl'lents
the man displeyed. He was a farmer, a legislator, & priscn-
miner, a lectirer, a geologist—with or without quotstion
marks, ‘a reformer, a playwright; and in pite of Peerys
refurcl to take any of Tecrill's successes serigusly, the fact
that a man esnvisted of murder eoyld effect hin relense from
prison and then build & new carser suggests some quelities
im the man beyond the ability to tatk cleverly.

Basic to all of Peery's objsctions, of eourse, was Tervill's
politics, Peery was not only & conservetive and an srdent
nemg-llonlau but, perhaps of more importance, he was &

ember of the 'parry that, favored Okishama City for the

errill wu—ar 1rom Peery's vi

Terrl!urml umtn! 3
posed az—a > cham pion of the people” and,
Peary's wwd!, 'nm-m h-d jninad wlth "ﬂu Suthris crawe”
to defeat the bill to make okla‘numa City the capital. “He
ruyed us," Peery ar

Even sllowing far Peery's bias, however, it asems
obvious that Terrill wea n man who coyld arouse wiolant
support and viclent opposition, a quelity that ahould have
meade bis play, A Purgatory Made of ¢ Peradise, » drama of
some powar.

hid

hen Terrill completed his play and submitted s
typed marmzcrlpt for copyright protection, January 2, 1907,
e was Afty-fonr years old. He had spent the past dozen
yeara as the central fAgure in some violent, contempozary
astions—a legialative battle, s gun fight, a campaign for 8
elerse from priso, ancther campaign for prigon reform.
IE one were to judge frof this career, ane should ju t.hn
Purgatory should have the quality of the modern pla)

Jean Genet, slzo & former convict.

‘There is o question, moreover, that Terri'l! intended
This play to do service in the battle ag nemies.
“Could I but sing ee Shakespears sang” he wrote “T'd tell
the story full. Td sing of Monstrous robber gangs/ That
fesh from breast does pull—The desmona, shylocks, and the
%navea/ Wha curse our once fair land/ And rob oar cradles

1#:The Ploat Twa Years" [Part Onel, .
H4The Firet Tro Yeara" (Part Twel, pp ‘lIM 101,
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and our graves/ Ta fll the greedy hand.” This play, Terrill
haped, wanld b ¢ “dlanging bell” thet would net stop until
justice returned to Oklahoma, "By balet or by pal and
unti] numﬂlmerll wea given to those “men wha thua do steal
the home ... who wish to ateal by law. "0

Unfm-tunmly for t'lm!e wha like the vomance of the
creed th-t makes the poet the “natural leglalator” of man-
ind, ‘s targets were beyunrl the Tenge of hig pmie
clpahilltlea Tn aplu of the fact that he went to the exper
of having Purgatory printed, so little appeal did uvedwl
have thet there is no evidence it was ever produce
—exeept for ita inclugion in the wpynghe Ille rmrdx—
it was aven Tead. This negleet of the ver, Te-
sulted fram neither the effarts of Terril]‘s pulmul anemies
nor from the enmity of insensitive eritics, Tereill simply
aver-matched himself when he elected to uee the form of
the heroic drema as the vehicle for his protest. The entire
Flly in written in herole nou'pl , yoked together with

d chyme. The quality of “strings violence’ muy bé
asmpled by conafdering the opening scens of the play

ACT ONE

(F‘éﬂt SemhA shaise plase of la
Eulfr Knight.)
T. —Holdl W'ho comen heu?
K. —An humble Ymight
5 holds &3 alsim :m.s Invely site.
1 purpoae here to m:
For wife and chﬂdmn mn
It home you went, my friend, T e
It cl.imu near wine yet vamnt Be.
Shakespeare's “influence” on was disastrous,
But ‘seemingly Tecrill felt that eha Iofunuu nf hm sem.(
enw and the rightness of hia ire eould be p;
resaed ouly in poetic diction. Halfway thrwrh the F'lny.
lmwev:r. Terrill loses patisnce with r.he dramatic
|t!slf Much of the pley fs little more than a rhymed
n of grievences, murrupbeﬂ hy such short, acenes
aa r.hnt hich opened Act One.

Terrilta problem as a pllywrl[ht was in part a lack of
decizion on the kind of compesition he intended. Just es ia

T Al cliations from the plava are taln from the oy krown
sxtant copy Ira M. Terell, 8., 2 Presats Made af o Paradis:

Trag eting Boriu-day Sﬂ:nrl o Ohshama; In Thres 4ota
(Nn Tekitlon or pririers, 1607, 18
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in the plot, he is concerned both with the abatract qualities
of justice and honor and with the eoncrets problews of Tand
and legal papers, 2o in the form, he is one moment play-
wright—sheming his pction, the pext narrator—explaining
it. end the next oratar—calling his foflowers to take some
physical action.

This samz tack of concern with hiz dramatic materiale
evidenced in the characterization, The “persannel”

charneters"—The Traveler (seemingly the represents-
tive new settler), The Knllht (Terrill himaelf), and the
Knight's deuchter {purity}: “Humour chacacters.” in
the style of Little omum Antis, not of Ben Jonson—
Sooner. Hunter, Bill Diceheart. Bnnm!r, Halfwit. Acuss
Wise, Buck, Boodle, Citizen Beam. end Bonds-
man; and “realistic characte: drawn from
Terrill’s conumponﬂes—Watkmu, Bllkemln snd Ben
Harrigon.

The theme of Terrill'a Purpatory is clear snough.
The Oklahome Territory is being despeiled by dishoneat
men who are misusing the Inw to rob the honest settlers
of their just elaims, nnd amly the rule of rightesus foree
can atep tham. His flights of rhetoeric, however, and his
cantral aetion are uomewhnt ennfnlmg, ot unly besause
he frequently ascrifices meaning for rhyme and meter,
but alsg ez he works through indirection. Seeming-
Iy hia loose assosiation of the events of the play would
heve made more sense to Tertill’s neighbors in 1907. But
Il the mydern render knows s that an injuatice has besn
done by men who possess nat a single virtue.

What the play lacks aa sericus drama, however, Iz
compensatad for by the worth of the document sa am arhl-
fact of minor histerical interest. Terrill was ome of the
most active, and most interesting, of the miner figures in
the first dnya of the Oklahome gettlement, Although, &8
wet. little aerious attention has been givem to his part in
that hiatory, )t is quite obvious that neither Roek's elowing
tributs noy Peerss alashing attack ean be taken as an

accurate sccount of the man and

oddly enough, can be used to support both views. It
shows Terrill a8 B man whose convictions are etrong. It
alse shuwu him me a men whose convictions ara without
restraint, 8 man capable of taking the law into his awn
hands, both the law of the land and the lterary laws that
govern the nature of drame.




