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NOTES AND DOCUMENTS

THE BoARD 0OF DIREGTORS OF THE ORLAHOMA
HISTORICAT. SOCIETY

Tite Chronfcles of Oklohomn here presents un excellent
picture of the Beard of Directors of the Oklzhome His
torical Sooiety taken during the Bowrd meeting in the
Directors’ Room of the Historical Building on April 23,
1964 Governor Henry Bellmon (a native of Oklshoma,
dencendant of & pioneer Tamily in the Cherokee sy, Ex
Official member of the Board of Dlrectors ety,
and four eegularly elected menbers of the Zh-member
Board were not present when the photograph was mede.
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DEDICATION OF OHLAHOMA HISTORIGAL MARHER
AT BARTLESYILLE

An official Oklahoma Hlstarml Marker mdmmng the
aite of “Oklahoma’s Flrst Commercial Oil Well" was un-
veiled and dedicated in a sperfal program held ey the after-
noon of March 5, 1964, at Bartlesville. The merker was
sporsored by the Histarical Commitiee of the Oklahoma
Petroleum Council, orical site of the Nellie John-
stone No. 1 oi] well having been approved and the inacrip-
tion on the marker provided by the Oklshama Histarical
Society. The inscription on the pleque reads:

Oklahoma's Fivst Commereial Qil Weil

Nellie Johnstone No. 1, first com-

mercial oil well in Indian Territory
7, by the

Cudahy Oil Co., on south bank of
Caney River. Site is 2.1 mi. N. W,
of thia marker,

The marker in to-operation with the Historical Soc:ety
areeted by the State Highway Commisaion ia lecated

. Highway 76 in & parkway across from Geod
Ehepherd Preabyterian Chureh at Eartlssville, t.he site of
the Nellie Johnstone well indicated 3.1 milea northwest in
the City's Nellie Johnstone Park. In this City Perk, the
Bartlesville Chamber of Cotrimerte hae apensgred the eree.
tion of fullsized replica of redwood derrick and drilling
rig at the site of the No. I well, & unique outdnor musents
exhibit commemorating the early history of the petroleum
industry and ita s+ made in the building and
development of Oklahoma.
The achedule of events on the day of the dedication

at Bartlesvllle began with a morning meeting of the His-
torical Committes of the Oklahoma Petroleum Cnuncll in
the Historieal Room of the Publie Library, with Johm
Stei eeiding. members
it Chyirman; James

ve Manager of the hdahoma Pekzeleum
2 F. Rosser 11, Dunean; Luthvr Williams,

P S Hedﬂ:k end 4. V. Bourque, zll of Tulsa. Luncheo:
‘Was rerved to the Hintorical cumm-ttee einbers and guests
in the Exerutive Dining Citien Servies Building.
The aftemasn program begen with a briel toramony In
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e shuds af the redweod replicn of the ol il well derrek

Tigging in Johnstone Park whare Mr. W. W. Keeler,
Chaiianan ol Disocion of 1he Exeentive Comenitise of tha
Phillips Petroleum Company, and Chief of the Cherckess,
gave the following brief history

Jobumane No.
t Cammercial Off Wall

Diatinguished mu. Iadies and gentlemen:
On thin oceasion when we are dedicating rdrvuﬂ r-pllu of
he s Tomcton N T» OWimbows frst commereial of
'h M vrnnid be interented in the stary of the wall -nd w! the
shose wialon and perawestence stavked commerelel oll mro-
Tution n Olaneme.
Much credlt for the drillng.uf thin well Is due so Goorgs B Eedler,
b4 and Frank Overlees, former prominent cKisann of

v now decaused. Ke(lﬂ hld nbuned an ol
-p in tha vicinity of the d:umf uring hin
e tirme he began negotl 8 10 have 8 well drillad‘ lmull\; the
ll\hml of other citizens of that tnnmnniu in the pl
Hecler and Jobns Lsmtnlniuill\nw
Bartlesville, They l!l!. lhlt Il di mld \!! found I tho vietnily it
would do mue)\ ta lpmvl rcohomic dévelopmenl Nohe of the grou]
were ofl roen, and they heawn to cest 2bout In en offort fa pet
nnmabody t dﬂlL . Int well.
<ontected Jobn F. Overfield, who had beard of the Mlgwl
Nlllki wl' the sran through [i-k of the firm of Gulwy
Overfl: me Intereatad i .SI ropasition. emd nvm
wetlve part in

i plon

Gulfey and Galey wive ssmtactad, nd th st to 60l o
well 1 they & sl .ecin 5 Yy pe eneough tae

on 4 lirge e
ruunding the I this wren w
ation. George . Johnatene, Frank
ke twips to Tahlequah, che Chirghes Caplual o the
Bee ring the High g for nll ané g

Taith delay. & Toane wia Upproved savering Afteen

By thia, tima [16D8], Guifey & Galvy Wud sald ﬂMr tmnm
5rhr F;:s! Uil Company and were nok intovested I drilllng fo Indlan
Yorribors.

Overfield then indueed the Cudahy Ol Cun[-n, to il » ol g2
the pooperts; and the leass, which orlgins anted
name of Joh e e Cndnhr 01] mmn-uy
Cusrfeld then became Hunazer of Cushy's cperatigne In it wrei
had -nuermlun L e SeiTing oF Geienamars Shoct commeretsi
il Well
Bride & Bloom of Tndependence, Kanawn, were hired o drill the
Bmlmme wall A vl wan wovd aboint 70 iles nd Zrom new
Barileasille n Tansasy, 1857, The Rauling waa dune oF

Cene Ferr

[ staried lats in Tenoury, 1997, The well found (he Ouwego
Lims 4t 630 10 ¥a2 Juct. g Laytin Saud ot o to 0O Sear. 4 gt
wand &b 1262 tn |67 feet A L0} fre L

T e Lnter b ol Toe "Battiessite Sande 1¢ wan Srilod to
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RCIAL
OIL WELL

Nellle Johnstone No. L first com-
mercial ofl well in Indtan Tei
completed April 15,

mehy Oil Co.

Oklzhoma Histarical Merker sponsored by the Histarical
Commitlés af the Oklahome Petroleum Counul, under the
suapices of the Dklahoma HinloTieal Sociaty, dodicated Marck
5, 1964 st Durcleaville.

raplics of the derzie with lgging o the original
by "Nellie Johuniante No. 1. “Oklnboma’s st reisl
Qil Well,” in the Nellie Johnalone Park at nl!ﬂ.ll‘ﬂ“!
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Jenvie 0, Morlen, af A D, Mortan and deughter of Geo

Eoer. roppas e el Bt et o the ke & seloma S
ol shet mm& e dee Tg oy e e s ool Sl
o Bt e o :

the well wma ot
wpn estimaled o b! eapable of produe.

o
m.d! at this ﬂmz hu h
ing B9 t6 76 barrels per'?q

Toby Laorge so apdly stased fn the Tutsn Toibune, “In che

first commercia] well waa infinitely
mun. Sk 1his foee nnlim. it rnarked the birth of & new empire and
he e era in thin greater southweat, a duwm
10soread e Somvewion a1 wrer e Wand

of the Indian jands, Mra. Howsrd Cannon,
am ilnlmulnvn- and dircol descendunt af the Just
v

o tands es her
cied ihe piat Where he well stands o the cify Zor

park perposes in 1917,

emerate (his bistari
ant the many fine citizony of Bprtloas
Harm made' 5 o disg n vedlity
A large erowd attended the dedieation of the Historieal
Marker on U. 5. Highwsy 76 in apite of a high cald wind
threstening weather. Mr. and Mrw Howard Cum\un were
the outstanding honoress Cannon—Nellie
Johnstone” in perssn—unveiled th: merker with the resist-
ence of Miss Muriel H. Wright of the Oklahoma Historical
Society. Mra. John Steiger, Chasirman of the Petrol
Council that had apomsored the ersction of the marker,
alllcinlly presented it to Mr. Elmer L. Fraker, Administra-
tive Sesretary of the Oklehome Historieal Society Mr.
Arch Little, President of the Bartlesville Chamber of Com-
terce, apoke briefly stressing the peint that the oil industry
a8 been mslrumentul in stabilizing Oklahoma's ecanamy
and that o 's revence comes from the
petm]eum mdustry Bu\des the tremendous impact of the

well toduy, we pactioulur
i o penercin santribe.

congiamt research, 1 | mdutry men
and wemen—60, of the “ior stock_that
Toate tae Nelln: Tahratone. diseovery passiola Me. Lite

continued in his soneluaiona-

YTt e epacilly Btting Coet thip ok meviee shewld pecognice
the park the Johmrtane dieorecy well playol in molding tis
ipruptry. nmu frum e b ond 37 ears ats, ihin

o miten. of i, i within GkIhgma's
tes {4 rofinerics, § peiratechemieal plants.
T4 gua proceasing plants in our alatc.

“This great industey hes touched each of Oklahomw's 24 countien,
and in each, the Jocal economy has Felt the smpact, T weed, ot ahe ine
dlvidual in our seate and nation can Tein bul vel Rrwielul when he
conaiders the contribuliona made by the petreloum. induntry b our
duy-to-day comfert and convenienco ... To ynu in the oll mdunrm 1
say on behalf of us who are nok, thank you for all Lhet you are deing.
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CHICAGE, ROCK [SLAND AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
HISTORICAL RECORD AND NoTeg

The follswing notes ot the history of the operations
of the Chiesga, Rack Island und Pacific Railroad (E,eﬂm'p any
are contributed by Dr. Berlin B. Chapman, Department of
Hiatary ¢f Oklahoma State University:

The Chicags, Mook Liend and Pucifc Ballrosd Compary st my
request ricently reseoted o oma Historical Saciety a miers-
RO ony af Lopia Tecrde SonGeotm  Fa-
cluded 3 the Offcinl Kirtery of the eor
H. Ceomby, former svcrorary and treasurer, <oveting the period from
beg %o wbout 1802, giving charters, offieers, and corporate

Thle is "a Rock Islwnd poblication for information of tha
Pany's own ocgenizetion.” It in & brillient summary of 44 pagea.

The tudy begins in 1827 when Congreay
of B from Chin

ade u grant of Iuxdn
building LaSalls on the
iasis Rrver The S

u l7ll Illl Dw-h'lll!uﬂll of
conahs ot s Sieond con-uuma 1" it scbere

caving the state ma of
Hmgrrie valog in KJR atudy of (h‘ FWNIN of 'ul‘l c-mwhul Illd UDII'I-
dan of ralwayst

In 1847 an set of the leghluture of linois cranted, the Reck Lo
land and LaSalle Raflraad Cam) powered it ta conptzuct @
tulraad fram Rodk rland o TaeTr. T TBOE wa wes o Lot foAtaze

mitied the compary s changs it4 mume o the Chicsgn and Sock
Falind Hallrond Company to ¢ntend ila road Feort Ladalle to
Chieago. "The extension was campieted In 1854,

author proceeda n @ schelarly and cleir manner o narrate
the sxpanshen of & freat rallroad ayauemr. It eheounered 1he. sorae
kition of ree enterprine, nnd leatned the advantage of entering Ins
Ranecs. ith. Civk) eompaniet. Lelstive. actas Jodlelah mattere
finance, 2nd the stary of subsidiarles are given carelu] atéention.

The firut eanaolldetion, called the "eonsolh af 1385, merged
y th that of e Chleago, Reck 1aland and Pasths Rall
Towa, and the eorparale name beeame the Chieago.
P Teilroad Company. & cunsoidation of uns
‘railwvay” company.

The Chicago, Kansas snd Nebraska Railway Corapany
flene sunmany Fveltad i <he antranca of Tha Rork Teland ints lMuﬂ

ansas, vin Fort Rerlo fo Lhe

Gy was gumpleted fram Caldwell to Pond Creelt
July Th o, 1»“- Vruh Teashet End and Rannessey withoue m:l-
dont, The frsi traln et 865,

Fabroary 14, 1896, " This seement In the Sndien Terrh
milep Toog: Corsteietion £1om FOM Crouk 1o Manes wha fnenes she
Urgly by ehe Reck Tnla
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default of the

n o end Sobracky e
o e e ek o scq A h':lunm v ]
ud, o ek Lol

Ao B 1831, e s o) the Seeyor s S YA i

The suthor somiled @ it of aMcile of the Re m...n
dates ol thly il % Torng
yoter. For ety Do e o Tl ad
Fiad Tons bliwa o Tarral o fun A fover was sorapleton o 1oz 1o
1350 the i ws”exteled from Chickasna 1 Howruin e

company acquired che He of u‘m b
S Rakiroat] Company by Ahsnderiog 350,00 pur abirs for he on k-
stock and $60.00 fer share for the p k"
The mroflon nclodes, Phe Reck m«mi n Oéfehomia & & sty of
110 pagen by Arthur W, ricullural agent of the
compens. I|c propared i€ aboss 1660, There ia an ider,

ter, “Setllement and lkvzlnpmznl ﬂ:uw. "|}..
impriant Tole Whioh the ook Toeed Reliriad played” in B
For the land ron of 1889, the milroad brought settlers ta c.J

o the <PENING day many wems as Tir s Ghe raihiar a1 Pond Grece,
the lll'll ]'l]ll'l made hard

o
5! rrmng jancs_of "L swed ]

Lt Gt b PTERAG, o Kaneas™ 1o b Torde avallanio 1o farmers

Lbrotugh o hn Jocul agonta vf oy raiirond. - Panoweon sesured the wheat

ey wert teh 1a Vpay when o kel

by sning
rop.”

g
fincst wheat and farming
wacared the gond will of e In e it bvabommmen, 08 e mathh
wore il pmid except twn.”
1o 1890 there were everal of the Chicego, Hanags and
Raimay Compr v had
soiklations, | (i wu a:m:mt o dmmm i Sopany Wi
i a giv
tht Tederal sauris, o s e s
Chioeg, Hersan raske Railway Company the powet
e et W ot p!upmy "Clehoa and franshiees.
o e e the Kook Yoand Togal siacun v ORLAboree. Lirge awF5:
“It {3 vers onusual, in fact, Imol unheacd of for Cangress lo
Iegislate upon 2 maiter i 1. tia panding in Hie fedend] courts. The
eircamstances ated that we bolizve Phy act of
o ln]l¥ ;.uelﬁlled “and ma’ heve baen supgested by the eourt "
IS

o good mecount of the Choctaw, Cou! et Rellots;
Campany m relatlora with Oklaboma Cily," Thers ate avt o
information, . following Tae. eompistion ot the rairont
romm Libert), Kannea, w Texhoma in 1902, The compuny lacated Mel;
monites neac Guymon. amd the colony grew to il

ekt praductn Smade & veNsLIe tontotion ta oy bl 1S
of thoan daya”
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‘Ilmn ll » wll“rlmlmll Ume table from 1888 ta 1847, It gives the
Qtzhor v, comolution duces tavisinal gty et Rimues of
r.,mp.nlls Meonstrucn imes. There Labi leage
Cmfaoned in Okinhoma, ﬁwmg tMective daves, names %t Tinca. aber.
Roned, and milcage of each. Note i milage eol jther .n.
A e aners! pateats o seomert in CRiubora

“Fiot same the origlual wase of new seitlers Iy s (e ye

ol O miee OF them Weve RORE 10 ather acebions, wnd then £orag the
Setond wive: And the aecand MmIZsALah With thude Yo had ramaIel
frent w: adn whera the

Inmigration Deparinene Was  inpertant

and valusble to the newer seeilons as their contineun carpaign for

Tew nettlera and greater development atcracted a more o leas sonstant
resm of Rew immigranta Lo the leas developed regions.”

CENTENNIAL COMMEMORATION OF THE CIVIL wAl
APTURE OF THE FEDEEAL STEAMBOAT J. R. W
ON THE ARKANSAS RIvER

A centennial commemorative program noting the eap-
ture of the Federal steamboat the J. R. Willioms during
the Civil War, on the Arkaneng River, rt Pleasant Eluff,
now the location of the old village of Temahe, eighteen
wllen mortheast of Stigler, Haskell County, Oklahomng, waa
held om Sundry afterncon, June 14, 194. The program
wis sponsored by the Oklahoma Hml.onca] Beciety, George
H. Shirk, President, Oklahoma
Centenpial Commi

Inter-tribal Council—
President, Okmulgee; L\ons Club of Stlg!er J. R. Watking,
President, Stigler; Marion Roye, Local Chairman, Stigler ;
Ben P Choate, Generel Chairmen, Mmlzsur &nd Oklahoma

The program was held on the scheol grounds at
Temaha, opening with an invoeatlon by Mr. Rex Pett
iohn, Postmester of Stigler, and introduction by Mr. Ben
P. Chaute of specin] guests among the large crowd in at-
hndnnce Mrs. Mary Jean Hansen, member of the Okle-
Civil War Round Table, grve some notes oh
!he enrly history of Tamahs, & trading post in the Choctaw
Nution on the Arkanses River, established during the

hoctaw removal immigration about 1832, early settlers
hed traders here at “Fleasant Bluff.” mcludmg the Rev.
oseph Smedley (Baptist mlismnlryr} Robert M. Jones
and Tandy Welker, noted Ch. he principal address
of the commemorative exercises was delivered by Dr.
James D, Morrison, Dean of Scuthesstern State College,
Durant, The Benediction waa by the Stigler Bugls Corpa
{Larx Vinge and Mac McGrory), Dr. Morrison's address
13 given here:
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CAFTURE OF THE J. k. WilLIAMS
Juna 15, 104§
Ladisa mud Gentiemen :

red ez today (o commemorate an il event
June 15 15, e
enfetorats cavalr undlr
hero, General B

‘uing 5o re ﬂ in pasalng
med by ll"l!! es, “The (Hl!mlﬂl anh‘lk‘r avar
Quher: may dispure th

Beranmality, thet bo =ns @ natural leadsr of man,
and inty orshipad by the X

umpliciw incerity" and “consideration” also must
‘x :hctudnl in any nucmm to characte lender
in bath w:

iacussing the eaplure of the J R 1Villams, u little back-
gwna "Siacksaion. of the svants pmadln%llm insldent. n 1o i,
ng the first two years of the Civll War, 1861.1365, the Tndl
vy was generaliy uoncrolad by the South for véarors Whlch b
i axpl e tle of war Lurned, howayer, in_the opriny
snd sumamer of d4ad g0 that diat Pt Sibidt wnd "Ihin Tort fomit

'y might be retorned to
Andlly spened Tor Feeral teoaps Through the Indio nation

this cemplcte Federal sccupation did not. oceur in
tiralz bacnane of stron Gonfedarata reristance, s ony
heme will agres, but beeause of top-
lzvcl ﬂwiliu“ on Ml» Wu taneeTHing Mujor atatcgy and problemn
of logistics. For oxmmplc, Geoeeal Great, whe took ovér chlef
command of gll Feiveal soviine pely in 181, balicveg b » poliey of

™ Sparation bu rather i of con-

imporkuat Confederat armin

ralnlaia s sort of sutun gue, Thbx allowed. the orll
Tndian ﬁl tery morth of the Ark-na
o Hivers Sutin. 1601 na. 1955, Having sougherm Indien
Cheetaw ard Chickasaw natlons, to the Confedevmtes.
rd Watis's rafds will
te, such as the eaptur cek i
epienir of 1has For she Nofth nlunuuon iy the march by tha
Union commander, Col AP D Into the Choctaw eountTy
in Februare, 1864, But sech side nctuney follavwing
raids inte ﬁerriwr}’ Teld primarily by the enemy.

Thuy wu uck ok Ilu. lay whick veughly divided the North
PO Sl ot G R A e e el
aide had th= pnwer (n drlve (I\e other out of the lrl i
uurt of nnitable l!lmhm existed along llns line, ca
prevent ralds Into e of the wnemy, Eae)
rlao hat refugee pmhl s, Smnﬂ\ e refu from
Arkangar—Cal Id ll clustercd xR
the the CHDG'-IW‘ and mlwl nw- to feed Phe
rard B mJI [13 Ultmulw:i Likewtne, refugee Indiana who had
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sided, with the Rarth and hud besn dilven fiom thely oty early In
he

ur were now returned lo raaied homeslewds in aresa of
and depended an the North for sulsinichos, I 1 ore,
le sbates thal nearly 18,000 refugee mﬂ.... e

inity of Forl Gihmn‘ ependent an the
o r Superintendert Tored ¢
thezn caiders liks

Fort Gibaan
nnw 0 sniount

ro
et Rivee: ooy
houcven urless the

ovar
len ahove an. Eunul‘ In
e e Tart Smith had been bt
it waa not until Ille nu rﬂz nllnne that m rice in m. Arll)\m Eiver
wea thourht to ba gres: enough (0 allvw passage aver the falls for
bonts bound fur Fort Gibeo

4 the need of, the ‘FJ’ wnd relugee (ndinny wt Port Gibson

m ety s gut o Iw| it Fort Smith decilded
d s mm«heuer m 4 K. Willie h the requited suppliea

e 3 B Willigme wa % sheam e boat

opt 2t Fort Stk for the pivihe ot  feriying. nd wagons
oo the river. In Lhi

emergency Icaded with
r“ of conmlasary and uAFiErsterd suppTey, s well as e
Rotlurs gaods, and claced in eharge of Lt C. . Hovatue, quarter.
wusdter, Lth Yaniis cavaliy, A detuchyiend of o5 men, Tith Kansss
antry, commanded by Li A Bk, wan vent ainig 85 coonrt;
'Ihn no tavalry fores Wes aent oul o Teconnolier and LIy 10 prevent
Cares Trom astaciong the hoat :nmwwll!n- an the route,
ral St le-~commilasioned
o H-y L0 a0 toat e probuty
matlon th Fv
e as ol

up Tiver i
mel D e sdoudly. the ‘RaTo b reglar ngorm

Lﬂwn w)ﬂl kept ¢ hg Confedersles notified sheut Union activitiea.

. Wolio eadauarten were ok Horth Pork Town

f Eufaula, wan advised of

it of the 4. 7. Willioms and mae renarations

&
1o intersept e bt iy e, Tovven svaiebte 15 i

General Watie Solested
nielh of the Ca —th

puml—lhn A five oiles below the
e hown g2 Pleasant Bloff, for iy aciack,
he mth shore

sy, weve commundi Ly @ ninetasn
Ll!er Grincip] chicf of the Cr
Souts bagh in cve o Die rogress al the steaer ind the Hehel
forees were rendy the moment the baat came nto slght.
o s ompesie thr st gun the thrse wrsllary
0T by & heavy wolley
iy .m e wouth buph. Tha erew ind ssiort
3 the boal ware taken sompletely by surprior, bat recovencd qnin-kll‘
...«.a.r.u- ahet and shell damuzed fhe craft

umoke atack, pilot house, and the boller.
eivand et ne the e o Gtk SouTa wed

rom rat,
Damuze 1 the boi
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awthing and the bost bueame a0 \mlnm?euMz that the pllet ran her
n sl bar nanz the nozth ba e and hia escort prompty
hnd_ull-\‘l uhip m iounderad to the shore, but Li. Hnm\:mu anmq

The tunts oecured on June 16, On m. merming of
15, while U-e unln-dm' wpr 3l in warrm. Co] John llm:'hn md

inion_Idinn. wppeared on tha n
bank und opeved fire, The Cor Thon vt o bo I Wularn
llowed o drift. dosey . A the rhver contlnged 515

ch s ner.
ise, barreln and boxes of cummlmry unppUAA were s Ansted dosm
erer (Sihes Wathe lud oo able 10 carzy
aw madl putt of {be tar c.m ) eh- mupy n:. ‘were preventsd
Ty resihing Giban, sed for v tiee the F e the
wia o the 1iver far shipping soppMies M..o. vhc “expruce uf gopiiea
<ncoursged the Southern Kudiny, whoss morale hed been at Jow cbh
sr!wr o thip cuploit, They coold e \h! hmldy t‘R:rit Mun
other o such on oloth a’uinn
refugees had boen donind the mue

and other guerflla-type explotis In mid-1884 heaztened the
of Watle and othec commanders. ‘s Cherckava o

u
un o
Lhe Brat Choetaw regimenl,
befure exp

mmuumnnn

l l |:-§: 'l\l‘l"l"l i e hf“:s?:!:hu‘ ?dhlhaﬂ:;r arucy
w.:,..m. o (ha apring of 1 e af e ey
T Dicabasins T caon b it of o e vihar

N iderate Tian heroes the Safus warls high sz onu-
Toant to the Genfederide dead L the Univaraity of yirginia
“Fate donied thm Victory, ok clathed tem wich
Plarious lmmortallty "
—Jamas D. Morrinan, Desn
Southeaarern State Coflege.
Durant



