H TRe Chrontcta of Okiahoma

CONFEDERATE INDIAN TROOP CONDITIONS IN 184
By Allan C. Asheraft*

By 1864 the variaus Indian nita of (he Conledeste military
service had been cansolidated with & bateery of Tews volunteer
artillery ta make up the Indian Division of Brigadicr General
D. H, Cooper. In all, this division eormisted of Brigadier-Generl
Stand Watie's First Indlan Brigade, the Second Indisn Brigade
ol Colome? Tandy Walker, Calonel David Newman Mclntoah's
Creek and Seminole Brigade, a amall “Reserve Squadron” of
Caplain Gearge Wanhinglan, Howel's Ballery of Texans under
First Lieutenant H. A. Routh, and s division staf! of lour offcern
General Cooper's assistant inspector general was Captain K
W. Marston, a young Louisianan who displayed great entivusinsm
and frankness in carrying out his duties. After beln cited for
“gallant and meritorigus. conduct” pt Bhiloh in 1852, Cantain
Maraton requested tranafet to the Confederate 1cans-Mississ!ppi
wrest, Eventually, he was ardered to join Cooper's tommand at
Fort Towson, Indian Territary. !

In December, 1864, Captain Marston journcyed Lo Ihe Bogry
Depot amembly mes of Cooper's Indian Division where he was
ine i ; d

companies of (he division. Marsion's inspection report (
5wt presarvad in the vary sscellant Archves Divesion of the
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Confedentts Iadin Traop Couditions b 1864 H

Lovislana State University Library at Baton Rouge) offers oo,
eeratle insight %o oonditions and problems that, were oo
franting the Indian troop units at thet Lime. Howell's Batle
Foe the only wnit that Maraton sctuslly inapected. He report
that his Texas artillery force had an aggregate of 75 officers
nd men, 82 horwes (57 af them clamed an “unserviceable®},
ind 8 guns of the slv-pounder variely. Al of the batlery equip
ment was accounted for, military appenrance af the soldiers end
police of quecters wen: sdfudged 1o be “talerable,” and a notation
Fas mode Dhat orders from higher headquarters had not been
guly received” by the battary.

The reason why Captain Merston was unable to ingpect
the Tndian units was explained in the “remarks” section of tha
inspeclion report form. These albo present 4 rathet detailod pie-
fure of the military status of the Indian commands in this phasa
of the wer:*
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Mmelr 1aeas of military propriet
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w The Chronizles of Oiahome

Dlanirae the Junkice of thin recommendation It s sl Lo sate. (oat
the Brig G H: Coopar was placed In “Lroops
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While Marston's repart indiceted & lack cf leadership on
the part of the division commander, General Gooper centinued
to hold the yourg officsr in high estoen. I @ personal lector to
General Edmund nding General ol the
Confederate Department of the TranaMimiasippi Weat, Cooper
recommended approval of Marston's application fac a furlough
with glowing statements about the inspecior's abilities. In this

hesdquarters bo the headauarters of Mejor-General 5. B, Mexey,
Commanding General of the District of Indian Territory:¢

Humn TIndlan Divislon
Depol CN Dec 20k 1884
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3 3
S ol Tnlesdueing oadeh e dhctpline 4 B Sesen T
We e soune, Inscllgane - aslows and, bt . sencadSialt
Offiescs who ure wling o work.
ek, Sman witbout he Rape Of reward, for o the
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Confederate indlan Troop Conditiona tn 1864 "
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O the very neat day, Goneral Cooper attempled & sibve
on of the most crucial protlems thet Marston had disclosed
in his veport, the matler of white men serving in
Tn 2 dispaleh to Drigadier-Gereral W. R. Baggs, oot ot Bt
. Kirby Silhis deparimental headguariers, Cooper aclied for
mission t re-ciganize his division in much A way & ta separate
e wits auldiers Irom the Indinn troops, Camtain Marsior's
name vrs offered ax posalble commander of the Propesed all-
white urit in the Indian Division.’
Copp Fead Quartars Indlan Civlslen
Bowey Dot — Dee 29t 1864
ae,
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Ag thig letler from General Coaper pansed through Cenera]
Maxey's district headquatiars on its way v.n Genem Kirby
Srith's the follow

was utkdled by Guireral Mexey:

Heqd Guarter
Dt Ind TV
P Towson T N
Dee Hist 1664
Respeesfully fornarded
The Ckl, T tREGDU T Die Dndian Divsn b warles
Brigade broughl, (here under an y which 1 s advised he
e o The B 6 War 10 Hcrt AR th Soamy GeS
1 know of 7o laws to prevent oenl Gooper who has been ssslmed
by the See of War La Whe Command of fhe Indlan Troops from making
r routie, other tha w3

thls, orBnlzation Wthout furche it lew ior ks

prohibliing the orgenization of new commands without speela] Guthor-

iy, My <pinlon hid KR Deen thal Whitts Bhould De Kepl out of
A cormmand, apd ohoril AT T Joms. COMTARL T note

the perfection of the L a3 2 general cule they Join
these commanes 1 avald striet dibeipline. They need n rigid dieipll-
n — 104 difficull uider (ke mast (avarsble olroutistan

o b The plian proposed

for the white mon |n the fodien Comd ls pérhaps the bést hat dutd

be fallen, o 1 regwrd Capt Marston ws fn encrgctlc and ambltiosy

young ciflcer whe woukd «mdezvor to muke sn organl

ind valosble — 1t s i bisioer: of the Dl Comd 1o Took i
reldss while men [ the Indian Div ond he fetls himalf conmpetent

% G this daly

8 B Mexer
Mnj Gen

‘Gat & An Genrl
By early 1865 Captaln Marston was in commaond of B
separate bettalion of while men in the Indian Division.'" He

+ Special Grders. Mo, 25 lssued by T. M. Soott. Auitant Adlutant
o1 Malor oeneral Mty from Headaseriars of

e s
Geneta, Gaoper's Divion, Bl o totin Tariarys — S/t
FRecords, op. &it., Yol XLVIIL, Pt I, p. 1885,

ncuit ardivt, Mo, 17 trsava by edes ot Bel, G, D 3. Gomper
llum Hzmmmr rs of District of Indlan Thrrlh . Port Towson. CN.
Kareh, . 1068 Sates; “Cant, B W, Marston R relieyed rom duty
e s R R W]
ipectar pansrah, DA o Todhn ‘rrrrlwrj. and Wi b eoeed
ond respecied amum.my, " 10ld.. p, 14k, —]
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taken i parnle at Shicveport,
e amed 10 planllng and steamboating and led what
‘s apparently u full and successiol life !t

The December inspection eport indicates that the Tndian
D\fil wat seriously lacking in besic military atbributes.
ipline was unknown, leadership and commend were weak,
el and Blaning. were deficient, and ew wembers of the
enfire wsit were capeble of understanding the situation. In shorl,
Cooper's command bore 1tle restmblance to a military force.
GetPihe individugl wldiers must have had an interest ' “the
mmuse” a3 Marston proved by his comment that “every man
would most probably turn gut” if the Indian soldiers could be
comvineed thut the enemy wan advancing in the diisict, Une
fortunately for the South, General Cooper was hover adequately
Abic o bk wse of this salingnéos om the parl of Fis Taawers
5till, the fact that both Covper and Maxey pudied for the
formation of a separzle battalion of while lroopa shows that
these leaders were capable of making an elfort to erase some
of the mest serians Taglla of the Tndian Division.

iy Felder o Wariton eMewy . and Fomily) Paers
rentes, B Tn ol was
m 1o Gy e withor e soniutting, vesn g
Aoealion ol func fram the Staie of Texes 1rouh Rty
e Mechanical Gellege of




