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CONFEDERATE INDIAN DEPARTMENT CONDITIONS
IN AUGUST, 186¢

By Allan . Ashevaft®

e aren seldom glven considerstion in Civil War studies
is the Confederate Indian Territery. With the coming
sion and war. the Coufederate Siates. govermment math sirong
avertures to iribes residing there. Working under the beliel that
“they et better to have as (riends miber than ng enomics,” Cons
federste sgents negolisted a serics of fricudship (reaties and
nces with severnl major Indiun groups. [n exchange for prom-
e of protection and gifls, these tribes swore lo support the
Copfederulc xavernment aod, in some cases. agreed Lo provide
silitary units for the Southern army. Eventually e Canfdemey
g:l wiialions, snd_squadrons

ility of 1hess organizations fll under v!ry serious gquestien,
t.hey continued (o be used in aciians agninst ihe Federals

A for non-military tribal members, (heir care caused serin
problems far Scuthern leaders. Farticularly the Confederate nu-
thorities felt obliged (o safepuard the well being of tribes furnishe
irg military units—the Cherokees, Crovks, Osages. Seminales,

serve Indians” To altend (hess proples,
tendency of Tndian Adffairs was created. Because the Supe
tendent_wa$ also the militury comwnder of the Disteict of
Indian Territacy, most of the actual supervision of the tribes fell
1o the Asaintant Superintendent of Tndian A ffairs.

Tn August of 1884, Colonel R. W. Lee completed u four manth
term as Assistant Superintendent and was preparing to transfer
10 & new slation. As a {inal siep in resigning his Indian dutics,
Lee prepared a comprehensive report on tribal conditions at that
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time. “The docoment nhees vch Laht on the problotrs of (he
Indians, oh the location a mbers of Cohfedernle [ndinn
groups, and on the ot Al anovomtersd by Lee as

strane tock of bringing miltacy govemmental
squpervisian to the various tribes: |

O Supm. Tndian Allairs
ks. & Red River Superintendency
B Tosn oo oo
August 20, 1864

Maj Gen 8. B, Maxey ¢
di Dist Ind

erey
ﬁ..pm, Indian Alfairs

‘Being about to retire from this ofiice, under erdery fram the
lield, T have the honor to submit. the following Report.

Enderssment” shown. on the arfglan] Report by Col, R W. Lee
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Since I nsanmed the duties of Assistont Supert. by virtue of
your order of the 10th May last, but little business of o general
cheracicr ouching the interests of the neveral tribes in this Sup-
erihtendency has demunded my altention or action.

“The tusution of refugee Indians who by the foriunes of war,
have been compelled to scek an Asylum in Toxas, was brought to
iny notice by the Principal Chiel of the Cherokee Mation.! The
subject of this onerous and ynjust requirement, on the parl of
the puthorities of the Stte of Texas, was cubmitted for yoor
tansideration, on the 11th day July ult, and the papers connecled
with this matter, with your endorsement thereon, were feturred
same day, and were immediately refered to the General Comdg
Drepartment, thal they might be laid befare the proper Confed-
erale and State Authoritien

This Office has nol been notified of any subuequent action
in the premises. but from the kaown libetal and benevolent policy
of the Canfedernte Government towacd the Indiara, a favornble
result mey b anticipaled

The impossibilily of procuring clothing and ather necessities
for the desliinte Indisns, sither in the Territary or neighboring
State had reecived vour allention belore 1 entcred upon the
duties of this officy, and the projest of purchasing cotion for the
Mexican markel® with which to purchase the articles reauired
had been inaugurated by yourself, end permita of exemption for
same Filwen Humdred bales, for the benefit of the Cherckses,
Creeks, and Chickagaws, had been obtained.

On the th July last, the Agent for the Scminoles, ' for-
warded lo this office an anplication of the Seminolee, (hrough
their principal chiel, Col. John dumper,  for permission to export,
as above indicated, and for the purpates £peoificd, Twe Flun

les.

Pursuant i the pokicy adopted by yourself, I referred the

"Stena watle Beceme the Principal Chict of the Confederate
Cherokecs, wilh the Factionsl aplit in Lhe Cherckes Nallen over aetes-
shom,

“For many months various commands nnd goUETGIERLS of the
\rans-Mississipp) Sistes of the Confederacy Msd taken arvantngs of fhe
Texns-Mexlcan border, Lhe only averland lrade moute lefl opén o Ihe
Souun. In TTeQUERL cases of Oesd. BULNOFILY Wan FvED 10 Tmul eolton
1o the lueraélve markels In Mexica,

*The Beverend J. 5. Murrow, Baptisr issionncy b the Sermingles,
well kngum In the posl-wer history of the Indlan Termllery.

¢ Lieutenant. lonel John Jumper was alie commsander of the
Bemincle Battallan i tne First Indlan Erigade, CIA., under (e cam-
mand of Brigadier Qeneral Siand Wolle. John Jumper was chist of
the Semincle Natien (1650-16TP, AUring and afiar the CWIl War tep-
resenting the Southern Seminolen
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matter to Gen Smith 7 comdf. Dept, requesting that the priviteye
e extended 1 (e Seminoles, ang that permit ssue Iherefor. N
Teoly bar ab vol been teveived at this sffice, snd the deley 1o
miuch lc be regretted, as the Seasan for sufforing approaches

Although this project is condurted by national and in
“iduat enterprize, without pecuniary aid from the Government,
yet. in the capacity of Guardians of Ihe rights end inierest of

properly and doublless should exercise a discretionaty contral
and supervision over the entire operations and process of ihe
Husiness. lest inslead of & bemefit and blsssing, it becomes an
engine of stong and oppresaion.

During_the manth of May last Governor Colbert ! of the
Chickasaw Matior reporled to Ihis office (hat depredations upon
the propecly of the Chickasaws, had besn commilied by members
of the Creek Nation and intiraated that should the cutriges be
persisted in the amicable relations existing between the bvo Na-
tioms might be disturbed

This intelligence waz communicaled to the Creek Chief.*
and to Major Vore ' Agent for the Crecks, and the lalter di-
rected 16 ivesligate the malter and make report. In May Vore's
iniclligent repart, he sets forth ihat some wrong may have been
n the process of Separating the harmes, belonging (o the

twa bribes, which had been penned together for (he purpase of
Hentification; and that some siray horses mighl have been
claimed by Crecka, which were proven to be the property of
Chickasaws, He presumes that the aggressions compl of,
were in the maln iradvertent, or were comeitted perhapa by
straggling Creehs if by Creeks sl all.

He was unable ta discover any specific acls of larceny, or
identify sny offenders, and 18 the maller was entirely divested
ot a Nationa] Characler and seemed bated upon misanprehension,

emscu Emmnn Ky amit (ive o Plrds, gt of (e
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Tertitary bejors he Cuil WA, commAnced the Confederais Deparis
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Natlon in 1658, 1688, ond during the Ciel Wear served L (he a
slon ter e et (1862
chsgus ws & Tl Blood Greck and smeenber. o the Mo
Imcah BAL oy ot Cred MeLion. e més potsmasened Liéuh. Colonet
91 e Firs Regiment. of W Creele Mounted Volistesrs, C3 4. in 1651
He w55 & imlotitéc 10 L Methodlst Tdlan, Mion Conterehes <Soutny
Irom 1053, He was clacied noe served seversl germy at Pineipal Chief
o iy Crefk Nailic witer the Cibl War—
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further inquicy wae deemed unncecasary, No complaint has sinee.
been made, and with ardinary vigilance it is pregomed that the
understanding between these Nations with repard to the rights
of property will not agaln be disturbed.

The mubsixting of ihe deatitute femilies of the sevetal Indian
tribes, who have beon driven from their nomes or deprived of
the means of subsislence. during the preasnt
upan the Goversiment as impbise by {reaty stipulations, and being
besides & matler of generous policy, salde from ullimale and
permanent considerations, the ulmost efforta of thelr office, have
been directed Lo ity ccomplishment in o manner, at the same
time, us efficient a3 pomsible, under the presnt systsm, and nndsr
exiating ua far aa
Trdisns.

The system of mupnlying these indigent familiss from i
Comumisaacist of the Atiy, i lisble to objections; it imvolves @
vasl amount of labor. much inconvenience and uncerlainty.
These persons are acattered over a great exient of country, e
elorea cannol be accumulated at aay given point for want af
wulficient tranaportation the trains for the different depols, can-
1ot be kept up in consequence of being compelled to haul from
different mills, » distancs of from fift)
fitty milea—and thus (he supolies
quently the sBucs are deficient, an
sulfering and discontent
and merely aubmit Jor your consideration whether it would not
be practicable and advisable, to sever the operations for aupplying
the army, and those for supglying these dependents, and to pro-
vide for gt least n partion of the indigents by Contract. 1 am
aware that in thess degenerale times, it is difficult o procure
contractors, honest and honvurable and free from the sins of
peculation speeulation and ewindling, but. it does seem Lo me that
by the adoption of a syslem of sirict acoountabilily, on Lhe part
ot all Agents and by throwing avound all engaged in furnishing,
o¢ in any way handling supplies, a vigilent chain of Secuti
sentinels, that something like fair and honest dealing might be
realized, 8 certain cegular and equitable distribution of mpphz!
be attained and a very considerabla amount of labor and e
bure s

Shoal the prevet. ayotem be connued, i will be dkoo-
Tutely necsmsary to keep 5. large independant train for te ex-
clusive purpose of accumulating supplies at Warren, Texss, for
the Creeks, Cherohees, Chickanaws =nd a portiah of the Choc-
taws, which train ehould be enlirely under the control of the

sent for that depot and not subject to divemsion o

inrgrlmm -
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From this Depot the Subordinate depols conld (with facili-
tica incrensed ) be fuenished by (raina procured within the en.
campiments,

The baluioe of the Choetaws could e supplied as at present
from the stares at Dioaksvitle, which however for this specinl pur-
e, have Wilherlo been very deficient

The Crerk families are encumbered on both sides of Washita
River extending up it from its mouth, some 25 miles, and up
Hed River about 12 milen. Two depots are eatabliched for these,
ane on each side of the River, which are conducted by & cony
misaary ngeal at cuch place. Many have buill huts, and in gen-
cral they are reasonably comioctable, and bealthy, and if regu-
larly supplird with provisins would be as confented as They
could well be made, wway from their once cheerful homes. Nat-
withstanding the unremitied exertions of all concerned during
the last three monthe, owing to the constanily increasing want
and uneertainty of transporlation, the supply for these pPuplE
did not resch more than one half the ameunt inlended for them.
They have suffered some what but have been susiained. -

T remark here that the beel has been fumiched by special
conlractors wha have nat hesn prampt and punciual in Iheir de-
liveries. Perhaps it would be well for the Commi Agent at
Warten to employ additiona] purchasing Agents, for xh:s Special
Service, and thus control the cupply of Beef ms well as bread.
stuffs

For June the mumber of indigenl Creeks drawing or enlitled
to raticns was as follows. 3307 Adults -— 1064 children making
4671 persons, and drawing 3989 rations, children under 10 years
of wee hoving but hlt rations. For July fhe whele number of
porsans was 4621,

Amunget those receiving this aid From Govl ace some who
under ordinary cireumatances as to curreniy and provisions might
well subsist without But in cansequence of the senrcily of
brovizions and the difficulty of obtaining them with the depro-
<isted currency al their commantd, together with the impossibili
of making discriminations among Lndians, withuut creating dis
nffection, it has been deemed proper to include all whoss names
Ahe: chiel desires placed upon the Rolls, This has sdded com-
ruratively little to the expense. while il hus visibly incroased
satisfaction and content. The presence of even a fon disslfecled
Pérsans in a communily especially an Indian Commupity “leaven-
eth e whole lump” and it & better lo expend something
ta secure harmany, than by a niggardly rennemy to ensure dis-
cordt amang our Tndian friends,
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Under the superintendence. of the Inspector of Camps, wark-
ahops have been erected and are in suceesslul operstion, These
consisl of a manufaciory for making Looms end spinning whesls,
a wrgon shop and blacksmith shop. These have accomplished
considerable, but In order to meel the wants of the families the
traneportation service el cvlera—iheir operalive powers are toa
lLimited and I tespectiully recommend that. t capa be in-
creared el lenat three fold.

Funds for putting these shaps in aperation were borrowed

1o the amount of $1850—. About F850— of which only have been
epent. The balanoe being Unavailoble is on hand leaving some
Indebtedress, It is presumad that the amount expended will be
refunded by the Indisn Buresu, and that edditional funds will be
eupplied to pay indebtedness, improve the Dresent shops. and
meel the capense eltendent upon (he contemplated extension of
their espacity.

The plan of making these shops self sustaining has been
sdopled, and (he experiment osms 1o work well, and meets but
little opposition. The sclual cost 26 near =3 ain be ascerigined,
of all work done is charged, .ms thia being ressonably
not burdensome to the peofl at the same time, it
sirains them from troutling the orfauas for seork, not sbsoluicly
netded or crowding the shope with valueless dilapidaled ve-
Rilen, snd other trash.

Beside the fact of paying something for an article received,
factitiously enhances its iplrinsic value, and induces increased
elforts, for 18 preservation, if het for the ealargement of its util-
ily. Should it however be deamed zdvisable to perform, without
charge the warl done a! these shops it wauld be very acreptable
ta the people; and perhapa precaulionay regulations might be
devised, which would prevent an abuse of the privilese,

“The foreman of these shops ogcupies an important and re-
tpousible pasition, and lo secure the faithful services of A com-
petent person. hiz compensation should be Eberal, The pay of
mechanics allowed by (he regulalions of the Indisn Bureay, is

entirely inadequale and increased pay should be substituted.
This il Aol nat caly to the Aztiams, in Ihfs particular service,
but to all employed within the Superintendency.

Provision having been. made to supply looma wheels, and
carda for these people in order that Lhey may be enabled to render
them subsarvient {o their necessities and eomfort, the mode of
supplying them with cotlon and wool, bacnmes an apprapriate
matler for consideralion. From the seareity or ess af
these articles, it is impracticable for the few individuals who
have means to make purchases themaelves, and it will be neces-

z
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sary that the articles should be Broturcd in qu...my and trans-
Farted ta the vicinity of the cheompments and o
fully suggest thil the eommissioner of Tndian wlints be requesied
to authariza the purchase, and thal the articles be distributed
grotuitously, under judicious supervizion, to such 18 ore brerared
to wmake use of them.

The Cherckee tamilies are principally Jocated upon the
walers of “Blue” from its mouth to Tishomingo & distance of
forty miles, and at Goodland 20 miles Wesl of Fort Towson, Tl

contru] of the measures necessary for the comfort and subsistence
of their dustitute families, drawing their upplies howeser from
the Depot ot Warren, Texas and other sourcea in that State.
under the supervision af the Superintendent af Jasue for Indigent
Indigns.

Three depols have been eslablishod to supply hese people,
and an agent appoinied for cach all under the Superintendence
of a chiel istuing Afent. During the lust three montha, the Cher-
okees have been mupplied some what more regularly than the
Creeks, although from various canses (he supplies have requently
bren defitient in quantity and icregular in distribution.

One of the cauges of deficlency and Irregulnrity s the und.
versal hindering Hydra—thort and uncerlain transporialion, an-
ofhcr the frequent change of lssning Agents, and

W 4l
or the o seksen. cbieiombler and. . sageset at i
agents be appoinied by the Superiniendent of Indian Affsirs,
and [t they be removable by him alone, and be respansible

anly to him. This dependence and responsibility would serve 28
a stithulus Lo exertion, and by selocting and placing his Agenta,

b at all fimes comizant of their psition, cheracter and conduct,

A miderate degree of comiort characterizea the Cherakes
k'ttl?mcnl‘s, and since (he subsidence of the small pox which
has prevailed amongst them they are comparatively heulthy and
contenl

¢ Cherakees have @ wheel and Joam manulacturing, wheel-
ngm lnd blacksmith shops on quitk an extended scale, which
turn out = considerable umourt of work for (be benelit of the
indigent Tamilies. These are conducted under the charge of the
Sulhanuz: of the Nation, without expense to the government

#% are: well snppl wilh hands, and have furnished most of
lhp families the Articls necded for household and ofher pur-
5. at moderate rates.



= The Chronicles of OKahama

Mo application has been made for colton and wool, sndl it
is not known whether the assistance of the Gavernmenl, in. this
regard is desired or mot,

The number of this iribe fvd by the Government far the
month of July was 2306,

The Chickasou's mare fortunate Ihan the Cresks and Chers-
koes, have nat heen compelled o abandon their country, stilt
a portion of them have been driven from Uhcir humes and are
in 4 destitute condition, and cvon those families which have
Teen enstled Lo Tinger by their firesides, have been dc‘privcd of
the helping hand of lether husband brather ar son, by 1
olit devolion of their people (o pur cause, In the mnles ul the
Army, and have consuently ureated bul litlle which upon o
ubaist,

Many of the Chickanaws, however have Failed lo gvail
themaelves of the profiered aid of the Goversment: and the
fuc in ereditalble ko them that they have not applied for assislance
unless impelled by abeolute want.

For the month of July the tolls esbibil the names of 785
persens enitlzd o rations bul the number drawing bas mever cx-
evded 584, But one depol has been found necessary. This is
exlablished at *Robinsons Academy™ under the charse of Hers
1. €: Robinnon, s [sswing Agenl,

The refugees of this tribe seem well satisfivd, and if the of-
fort to procure clathing from Mexico, proves euccessful, they will
be reasonably comforiable during the coming winter.

_The Choctais like the Chickassws still hove a Tnting in
own country and amangat ihe famities thereol ulso much
similar Lo Lhose which affect

e Chickasawsa, Nearly all of the men are ia the field and bul
IquP hax been done season lowards culliveting the wil To
subsist soecessiully and satisfacterily all the destitute uf this
tribe will he found a serious il ot impeactical undertaki They
are scaltered through the lengih and breadth of the nption: they
are found at and around Bogey Depot thence along the toad
to Gaines Creek stretching along s bamke, an dacke Fork and
Kiamilia from source (o mauth. in Sugar Loafl and Wade Counties
in the divection of FiL Smith and from feland Buyou to the rasten
Timits of the Nation. Much of the <eunicy in which thrse people
At localed is rough and mountaincus und peerly inaccessible,
admitting of but few depots, which could be regularly supplicd,
or from which issins could be made wilhaut greal inconvenience
io the people. [t must however be borne in mind, that suffering
exists, that reliel has been promised, and is expectad, and that
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o difficulty pttending the fulGliment of a promise made to an
Tndian is appreiated, ne lmpcmhshl.y recogrized. 1t remaing
therefor for the best means to be devised, by which o approxi-
....n At nearly ag possible the fullfilment of their expectalions f

hose peaple and the satisfaction of their wunls. The necessity
or zsx.hlnh ng depots, 28 near the base of supplies as pomible,
is 100 gbvious to require comment. Ome Trepot ia already eslah
lished at F1. Towson which supplies some 800 Choctaws at that
plece and extends ccensional help to the sulfcring familics on
Jacks Fork and Kiamitia, and the Superintendent. of Issues, in
o cogaged in perfecting the anrclimant and making arrange-
ments o supply all within our reach. The establishment of
three depols at Boggy Depot at John Springs on Kiamitia and
‘perhaps at Jlohnsons Station will it seema to me, be 25 much as
we can do in the premisen. If these Depotn sre well supplied,
provisions will be witl reach of the largest poriion of the
nevdy. and will !ufflclenlly manifest the benevalent purpose of
the Government. If those requiring aid will wantonly wander
evorywhere, we cannol folkow them, nor can we Besk and suc-
wcor tham in remote moualainous

The number af Choctaws immediately depandent upon the
depot ot Ft Towson is about 800 adulls and 500 children, meking
1400 persons and when the Rolls shall have been conpleted they
will show about 4490 persons in the Choctaw Naticn claiming
the aid of the Gavernment.

The Seminole familics are located near (he “Oil Springs”
about 50 miles weet from FL Washila and ate provided with
rations by the Contracters for suppl Reserve Indiars,
Mesars Tahngon & Grimes. The number of Seminoles thus sup-
plied s 57¢ and with them 441 Creeks are alio fed, being con-
nected with the Seminales by comsanguinity or affinity,
and aiways ving amongst them.,

“The Agent for the Semincles sometimes since having filed
complaint against (hesc contractars, alleging that they had re-
praledly failed to comply with the contract, The Inapector o!
Camps was directed ta make forongh invesligation of the mal
ter. The report of the Tnapecior exoncrates the contracters rmm
any intentional short. comings and from all failure, except from
interrupting causen which could not have been foreseen or eon:
trulledd; and that the incorveniences arising from Lhese pecasioral
maﬁdm been remedied as soun a8 potaible and deliciencies
suppl

The charges bave been isierated by he Agent and bis lo-
tor on e o this office of data of August o ferred f
further sorutiny in the premises to my successor
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‘The Reserve Indiane having left the “Reserve,” have their
temparary agency on Washita river about 13 miles wrst of Fi.
Arbuckle and the alfairs of the tribes are now under the

supstvition of the agent, Capt. L, . The only "Re-
serve” now represented and residing el snd around the Agency,
are, the Cadohadacos, the Anadacos and 3 and number

522 Thess are l-ahil'aclﬂn]y aupplied with rations by the con-
tractors Messs Johnsor

Through the well dll?ckd zeal and energy of Capt Harmon,
these Incians have been induced to lsbor samewhat, and with
the assistance of four hired labarers they have culxwmd a farm,
which will give them sufficicnt com lo Tumish il ur-
Ing the <arning yeor. Much crodit ic ue i Capt Hamman for
his intelligent menagement of his Agency and for the comfort
content end prosperity which his efforis have secured b0 the
peopl under his charge.

The remaining six Bands properly belonging to the Reserve
sre wanderers bul il is not known that they have assumed o
hostle ttitude, or comarted mith hoskile hordes

The Gsoges and associated Bands numbering 241, are situ-
ated near Fort. Arbuckle, and are fumished with rations by the
contractors Messrs Johnson and Grinks.

To conduct Lhe arduous businzss of feeding this multitude,
it haa been found necesmary to appoint several oificera: to wit:
& superintendent of Tesues an Inspector of Relugee Cawps und
an Tssuing Agent for esch Depot. The first Superintends the
eargliment of Tndigents, controls the Drocuring ol supplies and
their distribution, and has the general immediate supervisian of
the entirz process of subsisting the Indigent Indiens.

The Insprector visita the several camps monthly ar oflener
il necessary, ascertains their condition, inquires into the wants
of the cccupents, and the manner in which these wanls are
supplied, and in general has the immediate care of the comfort
aed welfare of the Indigents and guardianehil over the interests
of the Gavernm:

“These aificers are indispensable and thelc duties comatant
Tn addition to their pay which hould be liberal, they should
be aliowed mileage or travelling expenses, and au they Delong 1o
the Stall of the Commander of the Dislrict, might al be allowed
quartera and fuel and commulation therefor, Whelher or ot
they are sllowed these pnyménu hag been a malter of doubt
with the incumbents, is therefore mentioned.

The lawing Agenta atiend o the details of recsiving and
issuing provisions. Their duties are arduous, and they deserve
suitable recompenge.
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The duties requited of the Superinlendent of [amen are
too exacting and diversified, and it is respectiully suggesied that
he be relieved of o poclion of his burden, by the appointmenl of
a Supervisor of Rells whose sttentian should be exclusively de-
voted 1o procuring perfecting and cerlifying, the Rolls of Indi.
punis, for the subsequont approval af the Superintendent of Is-
s,

Expericnicr hes elso shown that the tranaportalion for thia
service will ever be ungertsin and ineffective, without a chicf
to armange and control the whole. Tt is therefore recommended
that & Transportation Master be appointad to manzge all the
trains and leams connected with this particular service.

A geave difficulty is presentad in this service, by the fre
quent withdrawal of men detafled, or & failure on (he part of
rommanders lo fumish the mon when detailed. By thess meas-
ures rains arc often idle, for want of teamslets and the opetations
in the workshop cease.

The deficiency in the number of employzrs, is inconveniently
gret, and it should be made up immedintely, by the employment
or detail of & sufficient numbec of reliable hands, whose services
should be sure and of determined duratios

The arder authorizing the payment nl' one half the amount
dye for hauling in provisions, has proven (he sole inducement in
um employment. of teams for the it depots, and il the

Order recently promulgated on thie subject does nob
upply and probibits here, the practice should be continued. In
this way alane can any lansportation be chsined,

T concur with the Bupert. of Issues in the opinion, that for
the ensning two manths, the absolute pecessities of e Indigents
will ot require the issuing of more than half rations allowing the

plied with regulurity and certginty

than the promise of full rations, ond that promise nob eomulied
with, they must have what is promised Lhem or they will qudLv
complain, By this means lso will we be better onab e
cumulate supplies for subtequefit manths,

A schedule of pay and wages for al) offirers and employees
in this department should be citablished an 4 liberal scale and
detinite proviion made for the payment by the Indinn Burem.

Thyaiciany for the Refugee camps being an indispeasble
concomitant nF this sorvice, and a3 nooe could be spared from
their appropriate posilions in (he army of the Districl, it hes been.
neccstary to appoint 8 modersle nuribet, wha are disconnected
with the Areny, Tt is presumed Duat the Gommimtoner of Indian
Affairs, will eppreciate Ihis necessity, and make suvitzhle pro~
Vision tor the compemaatian of the Fhyaiclans emple
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‘The conlingent expenses of Lhia department are neccssarily
considerble, but fram the peculisr and novel character of the
werviet, they cunnot be antitipaled and estimated for. A con-
tingent fund much larger than required for pay, stationery, shauld
be placed at the disposal af the Superintendent of Indian Af-
fairs.

It is especially desirable that scrangowents should be
apecdily made for procuring a supply of stationery.

Elforiz have bean mada ko esiakblish schools in the different
camps of the Relugee Indians, but they have hitherto met. little
encauragement

Tha beneticial influence of schoals among the Indians, has
lang been realized, and under propitious circumalances, Ihese
Wursetiss cannot be (o0 cxlended ot too gonerously foslered, but
at the present (ime, and 30 lonk as thess peonle shell be house.
lesn and uneeltled it is much doubted whether any attempt to
establish schools, which will be of any ppreciable advantage
wauld be muccessful, however deslrable the projccl may be.

The following i a list of Officers engaged. in the Subsistence
Department. for Endigent ndians in this Superlalendency.

BT Eivamn Gt O Superoeenaenes
Rewapitulation of number of Indians, subsisted by the Gav-
eminent,

Cresis 833
Chereiees 2008
Chickasaws 785

Choetnws )
Bemunales s
51
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Sometime i

May lust the Noclhern Osages sigmified lo the
Confedvrate I trken thir desie 10 “male ence and live

friendshin™ rd having proposed a mesting, it waa
agreed that @ Caumeil Showld be Wad at - Chontesn Trading
House™ on Canadian, on the 20th July ult. at which, the five
Confederated Nations, wers to be represented, and the Northern.
Gsages and other disaffected or unreconciled tribet. AHange-
wients were made for the protaction and subsistence of the parties,
when last heard from, the Couneil was in session, but ite pra’
cecdings have niol beer. communicated, to this office

The following are the names of Lhe Confederale Staten
Agents in this Superintendency.

Fer the Crisks—Ma). 3. G. Vore
For Lhe Cherokees—ol. Crawiord
For e Cl

For the Chiveluws—Bre. Gen.
For Ihe Seminate:—Revd. MEarrow
For the Reserves—Capt. J, L, Harmon
Por the Deages—Mal, 4. J. Dorn

‘Ot these. the firs) three are in the field and render only oc-
casionelly service, in their capacity as Agents.

e Agent for the Seminoles rosides at Ft. Wachila [sie].
WEm lhls Agent present wilh the people, whose interest he has
in charge, he would perhaps have had less ocmsion to complain
of his lale Cowmissery of Jasuea pnd the Contractor for supply-
ing the Indians of his Agency.

The Agent for the “Heserves” resides generslly with his
weoplc, but his office ja sniormed that his sheence v of frequent
Sorirsence and sometines protracied. The condlion of bie

ncy however indicates anything but negligence on the part of
1M afticer

hie Agent for (he Otages resides at Bonkum, Texas, rocent
ity e Ouage camp might have ban prevented by the
Presence of the Agent, and If it were not alrendy obvious, thin
scctrrence would seive to demonsirale the propriety of the law,
requiring Agents to teside with or nesr the people af their charge.

Reference: is mada to the accompanying reporty of the Supert
Tysues and Taspectar of Comps, for more minuw durails of the
biistence Depariment for Lhe Indigent Indiane,

Presuming that it will not be expected that 1 should enter
pen A discussion of the peculiar and extraordinary coneldetations
"Wnlved m Vhe preservation and occupation of the Indian Ter
allude 1o them and elose this repert, by adding that
the Imlly -nd fidelity of Ihe Indiens in this superintendency,
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is sufficentiy manifested by the fact, that nearly all the men of
every iribe are in the sorvie of the Conlederate States, by the
prompiness and alacrity with which they discharge their duties,
beyond sz well as e limits of the territory, and by their

%, and farbearance under disappointed

/Bigred ' R, W. Lee Cal &
Aml Supert Tndiun Alfsirs
Ark. & Red River Supery 1

General August 22d 1864

eloging the foregeing Report s communication has been
re(mv!d at this o"\m. Inom the Confederate States Agent of the
Treasury (Hon I. W. Gray '!1 in whith the exemption of In.
dians in {riendly celations the Confederate Government
Irom taxation of any kind is recognized,

Information is also given that the sutheritics of Texas, have
been inatructed in accordance with this decision. This will there-
fore relieve the Cherokees from the burden complai
noliced at the commencement of thia Report,

Intalligence haz also since been recsived that the Council
spoken of in this repart was held 2l Cherokee Town. weat of
Ft Arbtickle, commencing its senion on the Bth Inst. The North.
ern Oaages end eight Iriendly trlbes were reprosented. The rosord
of the proceeding of the Council. show that their deliberations
were characlerized by greal barmony and good [leeling, The
Northern Osages seem very desirous of eatablishing Iendly re-
lation with their Red Brethren of the South, nd represent the

the ranks of our enemy, as being very much dissatislied and
discontented, in consequence of the promises of the Federal Gove

emmenl to them, not having heen complied with. They as wi
as many other (ribts have manifested o desire (o mewt theit
former amsociates, and become frisndly.

1t Caplain Reswell W. Lé¢ Qmtive of Massechusets, graduats U5,
Milry Acadesy July I, 1520, enlisted ko Gonfoderaie Army from
Texanl 7ad commManded “LEEE LM ANUeTY” in Geneml O, H,
e’y Tndian Brlgede. Coplaln Les erved os “Acking Ascistant. Ad-
{alapt Gemrl 11 Codlrs ciilan of thé Indisd DIPANIERL .0,
in the campatgn ageins; 1he Unton Greeks ynder the leadership of ihe
I Gt man T 130, afis which. Thrbe WAL o o T8
blooshed of the American Ovil Wer in the Tndlan Terrilors. R W.
D veictasd 1 e Gf ot S o prometRe 5o calof U Asined
commeand of the Contederite 1roaps &t Fort Aruckle in the sring of

1885,
11Flon, B W. Oray the Confederate Trewmury agent in the
PMISssSipp. TRPANCIENS West,
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A talk was sent la these several Tribes by dIE Council, and
it is presumed from present indications, that 4t no very distant
day, o Jatge and interesting Council will be Ilrld “which will be
praductive of frvorable tesults.

/Signed/ R, W. Les
Amst Supert Ind Affairg
Dfficial Copy
A C. Eliason
Clerk Superindendency



