2 e Chromicler af OMehoma

THE OKLAHOMA HISTCRICAL SOCIETY STAGECOACH
By dJohn and Mildred Frizzeil
DEFMMoN oF AMERCAN STACECOACH

The American. stagecoach is o horse drawn. vehicle which
wat designed to carcy passengers and muil ouer stages of
primitice roads, in a couch type body with windows and doors,
mwung on feather thorough-Sroces suspended betmeen jucks ats
1acked to o running gear made ap of thres reaches which hold
fRe frent and hind axles.”

The original twelve passenger American stagecorch shomn
in eolsz on the szpositc page here, photogcanhed from the ertgh
nal exhibited in the Cklshome Histori ety Museum_ at
the foat of the marble alairway), was a ,.n o o B
101 Rench, Ponca City, Oklshoma. It was accepted for Lhe
Sociely by Mr. J. B. Thoburn, Secretary, on July 18, 1921,

Thi2 stegeconch woe used by the Miller Brolhers, Jo, George
and Zack!, in their Wild West Shews which were brought ta an
untimely end in England in 1914 &t the cutbreak of fhe first
World. Wer. For the next eight years the 101 Ranch diseon-
tinued their shows and ted much of their time to the war
efforl in America,

Thtre llw two other rdﬂllll orirlm]l stageconches in Olda.
homa teday. One is a bwelw r Western Type owned
by Mrs. Charlu E. Wanl, erl.lnd Dkla.hmnl The other is
the lest “Pawnee Bill” glagecoach which was rebuilt by John
Frizzell, and used on the Bucterfield Overland Mail Centennial
rerun in 1956, There is l]no a w:ry histeric Celerity Wagon
which is closely related to geemr:h struciurally, in the

‘Waoolarer Museumn, Barll!l'vll]e Bthh

The Seciety records siate fhat this stayectach served on
twa early western routes: the St Joseph, Missouri to Denver,
Colorads', route prior to the coming of the railroad and on

spélling of the w “slagecoueh™ follows (hat of Websters
hird mtermalionet Dieonars, 9t
7 Zagk MUlT, Jr, mho nesids wiLh 1 MOCTIr ALES, Maruerite Miller
on the 101 Ranch. reports that the Fraditonal Miller western showmen-
ship is bring carrled on by his nlece, Mis Jimmle Qlbbs, daughter af
T, and Mra. James Qibba, Valley um Texas, sinec she was receodly
chceen the Werkd's Typical Cowgirl in
o, SO Hisries) Sacity, h'.'lueum “Acqulsalon Reecoras”
. 228,
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the “Cannon Ball' Green line which reached ita peak of success
and fzme in the 1880's. I future research wvarifies thesc efate-
ments, the Oklahoma Historical Society stagecoach must have
been made during the first hall of the Ninetsenth Century.
However, the earliest date in the Efe of this vehicle that can
te substantiated at this time i9 near the tun of the century.

Meager inlormation about this sln[nmc‘h lndlcaleo it gpent
most ar n. chvious long and varied life west, But the
design of its construction indicatea that it was mldn criginally
for use in the castern part of our country. Such features as the
eolid panel front foot Izmni the sln'- Iussas! rock and the reachss.
built on top of cate that it i what some

m Typc American slagecoach.”

steam locomolives extended Ui merwork of rails

l.hro'ulhoul the Eaet, meny ol Hlm early Esstem Type sage-
coaches were laler used in the W

The Western Type Al meemnh designed for
more rugeed use, with 1 hu Tront baoe (hinged o the body il
lawing it to give wilh the jolts) with leather sides, leather hind
boot and reaches built under the hind axle o give greater
wtrenghh (o the running gear,

In the early days, it was customary for the slagectaches
to carry the name of the Stage Line or the towns eerviced on
the head-board of the coach. Dwuring the recent restoration of
this vehicle, the author was granted permission to examine one
ol the original head-| buarrla. Remavll of the modern paint, one
fMake at a time, revenled sight. There in bold illumi-
matad block letters, in wd lul wih siack shadows (215 inches
tll by 24 inches wide) the words; Jeffersom vic Sanstorium
and Rutland.

Theze ere sveral stales in the Union that bhave both a
Jefferton and a Rutland but nnly one state, Masaachusetts, has

specific towma close enough together for a normal miage
Tun. Also, 17 the only slate thet han a Sanatorium between
Lhese two lowna,

The Senatorium hetween Jeflerson and Rutand (now 8

part of Rutland) is the firsl state tubercular eanatorium in the

Brochure, wmi-centannia] imus on the Museum Oslieviions %ith
rations, pubilished 2y the Gklahome Mistorloal Boclely,
" ne ey oum for Tussday, October 2. 1M1 carries 4 sary
sl stagecoach in the Hitorleal Scalety, with
. EAerTeL B

lan years near port, Dlah )
Mirs, Sterrett glves o few notes bn the iary sccompanying the pmlnu
1a The Oanoman . VoS BEF ather” it Kt mOtRIRY, b
the old



Tra OKlahoms Hirtorieal Sovicly Stegecoach 5

Yicw: of the Stagecon:
showlng the cuctains p

Interbor view .«mlnq the trim.
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United Stales. Sinos it was up in the mountains “n tap of
Massachusetts” il could not be reached by rail. Jeflerson was
the terminus of the rilroads lo this mountain community. Tt
was also the end of the trolley fram Worcester, Masaachusatts.
S the Oklshama Historica] Society slugecosch picked up
patients and guests of the Samatorium and cliizens of Rutland
at the railway atation and at the end of the lrolley line and took
ther up the mountain ta their respective destinations,

Dz, Paul Dcfault, Buperintendent of the Rutland State Sana-
torium of The Commonwealth of Msmr_‘nuselu wae unable to
find any piclutes of our stageccach in the early files of the
&;mmm.m which opened in u.e all of 1695, Fio did heweuer,

huce authar ta Mr. and Ms. Timothy Murphy, twa
delllhlllﬂ ‘historians ol Rulhnd who lock the problem lo heart
and veritied the supposition that our stagecoach dlﬂ serve the
first stale lubercular sanatorium in America about

Many of the stagecosch buildets of the Nineteenth Century
numbered their vehicles, Abbot-Dywning Company of Concord,
Nesr Hampshire, is ons of the fow early stagecoach builders
whose records have been preserved. These records which are
T the Litrmry af the New Harpehire Hioloriea) Sodiety in
Concord, earey the dstalled description and mumbsr of many of
the vehicles they hu Lt Auvndmg Gretchen Toby, Librarian,

ese records mplete and some of fhe numbers have
bsen repeatod without xpienation. Becase of this erecul
of numbers, an Abbot Downing stagecoach canrat be ident
by number alone.

According fo kir. Eill Ferria and F. D. Stevens who restared.
the Society's stagecoach in Oklaboma, the only number found
wes "453.” Gretchen Toby scarched the Abbot.Downing records
and found 8 vebidle pumbersd 453 bus it eould ot pouslbly b
the Oklshoma stagecoach since it was a nine pamsenger, with
o0t oot bousd and leather boet, with reachen mads. 5 fo under
the hind axle. Howevet, since the records are incomplele this
does ot delinitely preclude [he Socicty vehicle from being an
‘Abbot-Downing stage

There were countless other coach and carciage worka
faroughout ie United Btales building stagecoaches during fhe
Nineteanth Century. One very fine coach builder Gut mada
early etagecoaches waa localed in Worcvsler, Massachusetts,
anly » few miles from Jeffersorn. It was the Osgood Bradley
Dudh Works w‘hldl was started in 1622. Mr. Murphy atates

Osgood Bradley Company built the fitst passenger
m-ch fm n steam rcad in 1833, One hundred years later it
became the Pullman Siandard Division of Pullman, Incorpora
of Chicago, Ihincis. Only reeently the Worcester Blant of Full
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man Standard wes closed and offered for asle. Natumlly the

historians of Rutisnd think the Oklaboma Higtorical Society

gtage s made i Wotcestr by Osgosd Buadley, but b comuot
be confirmed at thie time.

Each of these original stagecoaches i an importent page
in the early history of America a8 well as Oklahoma. It ja re-
grettable that ga many of these significant pages of history have
heen allgwed to disintagrate in some forgotten wagon salvage

rd.

Oklshomens have @ grawing appreciation for the thoughtful
pressruation of thie bistarlc stagsocach Gy the Miller Brothers,
and jts subseauent care by the Oklahoma Historical Society.



