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RAISTORIC LETTERS OF
CENERAL BEN McCULLOCH AND CHIEF JOHN ROSY
IN THE CIVIL WAR
By Homy J. Lemley*

The following copies of ketlers are from the criginal written
by Brigadier General Ben McCulloch, Confederate States Army,
1o John Ross, Principul Chlef of the Cherokee Nation, and the
twply of Chiet Rosa:
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THE ROSS LETTER
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I have the honor Lo be, Sir,
Yr. OB, Barvt,

John Roes, Prin. Chisf
Chercikee Natlon
To Brig._Ocnl.

The background of these letiers is largely set out in the
sketches of the two men which follow. Briefly, alter McCulloch
bed been prometed to brigadler gansral in’ the Conloderate
States Army, gned lo the command of kreops in ArkaTisas
2t Todian Ternbury e and othars andaavored. in mahe freakies
ith the verious Indian iribes m the Temitory Tn oppesition
ta this, Chiel Ros hold off to keep his mation neutmal. On
Muy 25, 1961, General McCulloch and Albert Pike, who hadl been
appainted Commimsioner for the Confedernte States, together
callsd upan Ross, ard urged him 1o recommend 4o his pecple
that they unile with the Confederecy, Chiet Rom politely
firmly Geclined. This exchange of Ietlers was made shorlly s i
their visit.

Paiarie Geverat Bew MeCuinoan

General Ben McCulloch, an slder brother of Brigadier Gen-
ersl Henry E. MoCulloch, ©. 8. Army, was born on November
11, 1811, in Rutherford Caunty, Tennesses, of Scotch-Irish
dman l-lm fathet, Alexander MeCrlloch, won distinetion under

Jackson, in the British and the Creek Indian Wars of
1812 nlld 1915, In his yeuth Ben McCulloch became an expert
let, taftaman and flatboatman.

In 1835, hearing of David Crocketl's expedition to engage
in the struggle for Texas indepandence, he immedictely et out
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for Texas but wae taken ill on the way, and did not recover
until after the fall of the Alamo. U'pon his recovery, he joinad
Sam Hauston just before the Battle of S8an Jecinto. During l!m(
batlle he was in command of a gun in the artillery and was cor

for hig co0lniss and bravery. After the Tewas Army dis-
‘banded, MeCulloch seutded in Gonzales and engaged in surveying
lands on the fronticr. In 1839 he was elected to the Tewas Con-
gress, after 0 campaiem in which he fought a duel with Colonel
Rouben Davis, in which he receivod o wound in the arm, the
hall use of which he never regained. During this period of hia
life, he guined renown in numerops fighls with the Comanches
and Mexican raiders.

When Texaz was admilled & the Union, MeCulloch ws
elected Lo its Nirst degisiature, Tn 1846 he was appointed major
general af all the militin west of the Colorado, AL the beginning
of the Mevican War he Haised o company of Teass Rangers and
rendered brilliant service under General Zachary Taylor, lead.
ing the opening charge at Beunn Viota. Before the war ended
he had been promoled to major.

In 1619, during the gold rash, he yent to Cabfornia. and
WAE R0On mndg gherilf of Scl:ramenh Counly. In 1852 he
rmed fo Teuas and was appomicd U. 5. Morshal and served
for six years.

In February, 1861, while he was eolonel of State troops he
receivad the surrender of the Fedoral posts at San Antonio and
«laewhers, then under the command of General David E. Twiegs,
later = major general in the C. 8. Army, In May, 1861, McCul
lach was appointed a brigadier general in the Frovisional Army
of the Confederate Slates and assigned to command of the
€roops in Arkanazs and Indian Territory. On Aukust 10 of the
semc year, he won the Battle of Wilson Creek with the assist-

ence of General Sterling Price and his Missouri troops. In
Gm!ral McCulloch’s commend in this battle was a contingenl
of Chershee troops under Colonel (later DBrigadier Genersl)
Stand Watie.

On March 7, 1862, under the command of General Earl
¥an Dorn al Pea Ridge, or Elkhom Tavern, and while directing
the right wing of the army, General McCulloch was kifle almast
instantly by a fedoral sharpshooter. At the time of his death
e was the second ranking Confedeate brigadier gunsrel. Hia
bady wea earried overland by a friond and interred in the State
Cemelory in Austin, Texe.

Curr Jouw Ross

The Life of John Ross from eatly manhood unlil death. in
1886 iy 5o entwined wilh that of his people, the Cherokees, thut
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no realistic sketth of Rom can be wrilten without relerence to
ll.l}n: bistory of the Cherokee Nation, during the period of hia
ifetime.

Jahn Ross, the son of = Scotch immigrant and his Cherokee
wite (onedourth Charakce by blood) ' was born at Roteille
Geor jher 3, 1790 A letter writisn by him in 1823
chows e e pecimaster 5t Fegeelle He svws well e
caled for in his bayhood he had been instructed by privale tutars,
and later had attended Kingaton Academy in Tennessce. He was
married Lwice, first to Quatic, a full blood Cherokee wha died at
Little Roek, Arhansss, during the remaval of the herokees from
Georgia 0 the Indinn Terrilory {1838-18391. She is buried in
Mount Holly Cemetery at Little Rock, in the Tot of General Al
bert Pike.! Chiel Ross' second wile wos a Quakercss, Mary
Stapler of an old Philadelphis. tamily.

When John Foss relurned home from Kingston Academy,
he lesmed that the lnd 1eh the Cherobors by the Treaty of
Holston {18081, in Temnessre wns inadcquate and rol euitable
tar culbivation, He wis a thrwd and proctica] 2o as well
58 & kood business man. During the sears 1608 ta 1810, he saw
strvice with the Federal Government wher 3 large number. of

Marrilton and Diardsnelle, Arkansas,) A bond of Cherokices had
moved west 1o this region befare 1800, and when they were
Ister joined here by their fellow (ribesmen, they beoume known
an the Arhaness (therohee, or Western Cherokee.

John Ross assisted in draiting the constitution for the Chero-
kee government with Q19 capital n! New Echote in Georgis, and
& year later (1828) was chosen principul chief of the Nation,
a position to which he was elected term afler term in the Indian
Territory, until the end of his life. H. wan a well known figure
in Lhe United States of his day, and remembered a5 o
of the great leadets of the Chrrokees ln hisiony

“The Cherokees in Arkanops were finally induced by gov-
emment commissioners to Sign & new trasty in 1825, and they
meved facther west lo land along the Arkansas River in the

¢ The originel of this Tetier la ln thl Jwivele eolléctim of Judge

Hnrey ). Lemley. & copy i secn In the Aaprndiz ot the end of this
aril
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nglon, D, dvoken from Clado Hemlcy o Okla-
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Indisn Territory, their new country loested in what is new
Northeuslern Oklahoma, Thus, the Nation beeame divided geo-

graphically. for Lhe graat mejocity of the Cherakess still lived
in Georgia and Teaneasee. TL wag ot long before white frontiers-
men were pushing fo live in this Cherakoe counlry, especially
after gold was digoovered in the region. Finally, presure was
brought to bear by the State authorities backed by Preaident
And g to move all the Charokess west, and 3 trealy

signed on December 29, 1835, al New Echota by Cherkees
o the clied Treaty Parly without the consent of Chiefl Rom
and & Iarge mlpunbr of the eastern group. The Treaty Parly was
headed by Maj nis aon John Ridge, and his two
nephews, Eling Bnudmol and Stand Watie, and wes largely com-
posed by mixed-blood Cherokers who belioved that it would
best serve the interests of their Nation Lo sell the Georgia and
other eastern lands though at o frastion of their worth and move
west to Lhe Indian Territary. Chiel Ross and his followers, mosily
il ighien bittetly opposed ta the Lerma of the New Echola
Treaty. This opposition coat Roas dearly for he was kidnaped
by the Gemu Guard, and wes thrown ino prison together
with Jotin Howard Paym, the author of “Home, Sweet Home,”
wha was with Rosa at the Lime

Unbottunately for the leaders of ﬂm Teeaty Party, who had

acted o3 they believed in the best intercst of their Netion, the
way in whith tha lact of Lthe Chmkm foreed out of their
Georgla to travel in the midst of suffering and death

alnnn wlldEm roada to the Weat—each mad now referred tor
in history a5 “the Trail of Tears’—widened the breach between
the two factions in the Cherokec Matien.

Chiel Rosa 6nd many others in the Nalion prospered after
the removal, with plantations and catde raising on (e fine
lands of the Arkansas River region in what s mow Oklahoina,
operated & large plantation with his meny Newro
and bullt 5 besutilel 4nd spagions home whish he coled “Foae
Cottage,” located near old Park Hill. Notwithstanding their
prosperous condition, fe breach hetween I.ha o Chorokee e
tians continued and widened Lhrough the Whett the War
Beturoon the Slates bager, Geand Welle and His falowers, mostly
mixed.bloods, tmbraced the cause of the Canfederate States while
Jobn Ross and the great majority of the fullbloods held out for
& neutral stand in the great conflict between Lhe North and the
South, Fews prepared to delend hia poaition, and_orfunized &
Cherokes ogitent under the command of Jahm Drew, in the
early summer of 1851 with the consent of the Cheroke Council
to serve oo n guard alang the Chetokes Line bordering Kanssa.

Governor Rector of Arkansas, Gereral Ben McCulloch am]
finally, Albert Pike continued te urge Chiel Ross to abandon
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neulral positlon, and eign up a treaty with the Confedstate
States, oHering the Cherakes Nation many inducernents Behtv
ing that Lluz Cherolieen would lose the $5.000.000 owi
by the Federal Government, Ross inaintained nznlnlnty \llllll
after the Cantederate victories at the First Battle st Manasses
{Bull Run} snd the Battle of Witson Creek. He wan newr con.
vinged that the Confederatz States would win the War and
that it would be to the best interest of his people to sign a Im(y
South. Rom emembled the Cherokee Council, and

ita & b on
Chargkee Natian with the Confederate Statos, The nest
March, 1862 —hoth Drew's Cherokee Rc:!mml and Stand Wnllea

Mountad Troops fought under General Albert Pike al. the. Balﬂe
of Pea Ridge, Drew's men Yoft the field and retu
e death of Gencrals MeCulloch, Melnlosh and Sllnk wl |]e
Walie’s forees remained end fought to the end of that dissstraus
battle fat the Sonlh

After the defeat of the Confedecatss at Locust Grove in July.
1862, detachments of Federsl Lroops went on to Fart Gi

and Tahlequah, and Chief Foss was arrested at his T et
Park Hill. He was soon pacaled but went rorfh with the Fecterat
forces 1o Kanss. He visited President Lincoln at Washington,
and moved to Philadelphia where, it is eaid he tried t raintain
the Cherokee government in exile, Stand Watie was clected
Principal Chief of the Southern Cherokees He continued to fight
throughaut the War, and ws commissioned Brigadier Genera? in
the Confederate States Army in 1864,

Stand Wtie was the lest general officer of the Confederate
Anny to resign when he surrendered. his Cheroliee comma
Duskavills, Choclaw Naion, aa June 23, 165, Jotn How re-
‘urned ko the Tndian Teritory that summer, and was ro-ckec
principal chief of the Cherakes Nation, A year later usss:.
he died at Wushm.;mn r] ﬂjz negotiations for a new trealy
damanded by the rmentt, his last efforts expended
in the dafense of the mlm and welfare of the Charokee pouple.

AFFENDIX
A John Rom Letter from Rossville, Cherokee Nation, 1623,

The fallowing lettar ls LB copy ol . lddﬂd \!ltﬂ daled Ramowille,

CH, Aug. L8 and
Aller, Zatiim. ana B. O. Leonard, Cmillbothk “Chio. In the letk hand
lower corner i the werd “Medl?

Reaartlle, Cherokea Natlen
Aug, 12, 1032

Qendlemen:

Ravicg besn informed Uue' sour_sdvctiwmens tb jou have
becn emERged In eecting eviaemiea rolative 10 the clalma of tnosa
STters ARG salers whg Served 1n The Vineinia ConUnsmtel Army 24
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wha ate entitled Lo bountles of lands—T em coquesicd by an old soldler
who served in that army and

write you for infarmatlon, wheth
and the practicability of abtalning
recelved any. He furlher states fhal Lated on
4na duthaqud SOmD earch, 17T WA thal be served ungee
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