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Welcoming Remarks from the Conference Chair 
 

Welcome to the inaugural edition of the “Doğuş University 1st International Conference on 
English Language and Literature, Loneliness and Isolation in Literature (DIDE2023) 
Proceedings” We are pleased to present this compilation showcasing the academic excellence 
and innovative research presented during the conference. 
 
As the editor of this proceedings, I am very grateful to all the esteemed scholars, researchers, 
and speakers who contributed their valuable insights and ideas to make this conference a 
resounding success. Their engagement in the field of English language and literature has 
enriched our understanding of the theme of loneliness and isolation in literature and illuminated 
the complexity of these profound feelings in literary works. 
 
In the following pages, you will find a variety of scholarly articles that address a wide range of 
issues surrounding loneliness and isolation in literature. From classic literary masterpieces to 
contemporary works, this collection offers a comprehensive exploration of the topic, allowing 
readers to gain new perspectives and engage in critical discussions. 
 
Our sincere thanks go to the conference organizing committee, whose careful planning and 
efforts made this event possible. We also extend special thanks to the reviewers, whose expertise 
and constructive feedback helped maintain the academic rigor and quality of the papers 
presented. 
 
In addition, I would like to thank the attendees who participated in the lively discussions, thus 
ensuring a vibrant academic environment throughout the conference. Your active participation 
and enthusiasm undoubtedly contributed to the success of this event. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the editorial team for their diligent work in compiling and 
organizing this conference volume. Your commitment to excellence has ensured that the ideas 
presented at the conference will be preserved for future reference and academic exploration. 
 
It is my hope that the conference proceedings, "Doğuş University 1st International Conference 
on English Language and Literature, Loneliness and Isolation in Literature (DIDE2023) 
Proceedings," will serve scholars, students, and literature lovers as a valuable resource that 
encourages further research and stimulates intellectual curiosity in this captivating field. 
 
We thank you for your participation in this enriching scholarly journey and look forward to 
continued collaboration and knowledge sharing in future endeavors. 
 
Sincerely, 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Gökçen Kara 
Conference Chair and Department Head  
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HETEROTOPIA IN JAMES JOYCE’S ULYSSES: MOLLY BLOOM’S CASE 
 

Maryam Najafibabanazar1 
 

ABSTRACT 

This paper intends to study Molly Bloom’s monologue in James Joyce’s Ulysses as a discursive 
heterotopia of crisis and compensation. The term “heterotopia” is sometimes used to refer to 
“strange or ambivalent places – places that defy the normal logic of ordering”. This is what 
makes Molly’s bedroom a heterotopia: a place of defiance and resistance where no rules are to 
be followed. Molly's stream-of-consciousness monologue provides insight into her thoughts, 
desires, and experiences, revealing a perspective that is often marginalized or excluded in 
mainstream literature. By giving Molly a voice and allowing her to occupy this liminal space 
of the bedroom, Joyce disrupts the dominant patriarchal discourse and offers an alternative 
perspective on female subjectivity and desire. In this sense, Molly's soliloquy in Ulysses can be 
viewed as a heterotopia that challenges the norms and conventions of the novel and the broader 
society it reflects. It offers a subversive space where alternative narratives and subjectivities 
can be articulated, and where the marginalized and silenced voices can find expression. 
Keywords: Ulysses, Molly Bloom, James Joyce, Michel Foucault, Heterotopia, discursive & 
crisis heterotopia 

 
 
  

 
1 Assistant Professor. Halic University, American Culture and Literature, maryamnajafi@halic.edu.tr 
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LOST GHOSTS IN THE MACHINE: FROM BURNOUT SOCIETY TO POSTHUMAN 

LONELINESS 

 

Assoc. Prof. Feride Zeynep GÜDER2 
 

ABSTRACT 

 

Loneliness is a perceptual and controversial phenomenon. Each age has its own reflections and 
definitions of loneliness. For Keats, like other romantics, being alone in silence and deep 
thought means escaping from others. In this way, his poems reflect his deep sadness. Solitude 
is the sacred path to love. It is only through the door of solitude, which opens the channels of 
creativity, that one can reach beauty. Similarly, Russell ascribes to boredom a vital role in 
human flourishing as "“Fruitful Monotony”. Thus, solitude and boredom have positive 
connotations necessary for creativity. Arendt summarizes human activity with the concept of 
vita activa as opposed to vita contemplativa. Here, vita contemplativa is prioritized over vita 
activa. Borrowing these concepts from Arendt, Byung Chul Han analyzes the post-modern 
human condition in his book The Burnout Society. He argues that depression is a direct 
consequence of heavy capitalist systems that see people as performance machines. We are now 
the product of a disciplined society, and the most dramatic consequence of this is that we 
internalize these heavy capitalist rules and turn the direction of violence from the outside in. 
Violence starts from the inside where we punish ourselves. In Foucauldian discourse, our bodies 
are thought to be disciplined. Insomnia, sleep deprivation, depression and isolation from natural 
interaction are new forms of self-violence that are typical consequences of this system. 
According to Levinas, insomnia is a state of wakefulness, an increased awareness of the other. 
This paper will discuss the predictions of many scholars about the danger of technology and 
analyze these debates in a posthuman context. Over the years, the kind of loneliness we humans 
experience has changed. The post-modern loneliness in the crowd here has brought us to a 
different level of loneliness. Surviving as a palliative society in times of pandemic means 
staying away from dangerous others. Anomic aphasia is a typical symptom of the Information 
Age. The issue of fatigue has changed from "Digital Fatigue" or "Information fatigue" to "post-
human loneliness". Although Heidegger sees technology as having the potential to be used by 
humans, technology often operates in a way that is contrary to human nature. In addition to 
these drawbacks, human intellectual assets themselves become data. Hive mind, another form 
of big data, is the system that transforms the total human intellect into data.  In a digitized 
surveillance society, we are all surrounded by cameras, artificial intelligence, and algorithms, 
and our every activity is digitally recorded. Algorithms are now the boss in our work culture. 
Algorithmic governance here means that artificial intelligence governs society. People are left 
in such a dilemma that they cannot find someone to discuss their problems with. And how will 
this happen when AI gains consciousness? It is tragic that the panopticon is now in our minds. 
Our brains are now the target of the new culture. The Neurolink project initiated by Elon Musk 
shows that we are all trapped and imprisoned by these implants in our skulls. The excuse that 
they need to enter the human brain for treatment could be the end of normal human authentic 
intelligence. These implants could stand like Trojan horses in our minds, not only collecting 
private information directly, but also updating, managing, disciplining, and transforming 
humans into a new level of sapiens. Homo sapiens could be the last version of an authentic 
human being. The study concludes by framing two main questions: First, the potential risk of 
Augmented Intelligence, a hybrid collaboration of authentic human intelligence and powerful 

 
2Associate Proffesor,  Üsküdar University, Translation and Interpretation, feridezeynep.guder@uskudar.edu.tr 
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artificial intelligence, and second, the pros and cons of Algorithmic governance. The invasion 
of the human mind by technology leaves us nowhere to escape it. Solitude has changed a lot 
since Keats' time. Digitalization and high-tech innovations aim to kill the human spirit. 
Therefore, the work will also question the possibility of alternative methodologies in order not 
to lose our soul and authenticity. Here, since AI needs a body and a soul, the paper will conclude 
with an old but still relevant question from Mary Shelley's fictional character: In 
transhumanism, are we now creating our own Frankenstein? 
 
Keywords: Augmented Intelligence, Authentic Intelligence, Algorithmic Management, 
Burnout Society, Hive Mind. 
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A HYBRID JOURNEY FROM WELL-KNOWN TO THE UNKNOWN: ISTANBUL AND THE 

BIBLICAL STORY OF QUEEN OF SHEBA IN THE DJINN IN THE NIGHTINGALE’S EYE AND 

THE ABYSSINIAN PROOF 

 

Ahmet R. SALMAN3 
 

ABSTRACT 

Istanbul, the biggest city of Modern Turkey, the capital of the mighty Ottoman and the Roman 
Empires, has always been a central point in the interaction of different cultures throughout 
history. Parallel to its historical journey from one culture to another, the image of the city has 
swung between the familiar and the exotic. Although having a rather monolithic national 
identity at present, in certain fictive and non-fictive writings the city appears as a place with 
various cultural elements and long historical past in which its cultural identity becomes blurred. 
In such texts, Istanbul turns into a spatial arena where the dominance of a single culture is 
resisted, negated and rewritten. Aware of the present realities of the city, modern woman writers, 
A.S. Byatt and Jenny White use the long history of Istanbul to create a hybrid spatial arena 
where the reality and the truth could be hidden and interposed into the historical and cultural 
layers. However, apart from the unifying role of Istanbul both as a familiar modern city and the 
land of hybrid exotic past, intertextuality also plays a central role to create an atmosphere where 
familiarity guarantees a path through which the insecure reader is escorted towards the 
unknown. In Jenny White’s The Abyssinian Proof and A.S. Byatt’s The Djinn in the 
Nightingale’s Eye, the famous biblical heroine, the Queen of Sheba appears both as a familiar 
mystical element to enrich the mystery and a strong woman through which the modern interest 
towards the story could be provided. 

 

Keywords: Hybridity, Istanbul, Queen of Sheba, Intertextuality, Space  

 
3 Assistant Professor, English Translation and Interpretation Department, Istanbul Beykent University, Faculty of 

Arts and Sciences, İstanbul, Turkey, ramazansalman@beykent.edu.tr 
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EVE’S DESIRE FOR BEING ALONE AND ITS FATEFUL OUTCOMES IN MILTON’S PARADISE 

LOST 
 

Arpine MIZIKYAN4  
 

ABSTRACT 

Andrew Marvell in the 8th stanza of his poem, “The Garden,” depicts a garden of solitude and 
contemplation which eliminates not only society in general but women in particular. For 
Marvell and for his contemporary Milton, Adam was happy on his own in the Garden until Eve 
came along. Eden would be a much more celebrated place without the presence of Eve, the first 
of her sex who is generally deemed to be the main cause of mankind’s fall from God’s grace. 
This paper aims to discuss how in Book 9 of Paradise Lost, which is the book of man’s fall, and 
thereby the pivotal book of the poem, the separation of Adam and Eve which comes about by 
Eve’s suggestion that they should split up their labor in order to produce more will be the 
stimulus for the fall of mankind. Her wish for independence from Adam is indicative of her 
desire to be alone and this will have its dreadful outcomes. Although Adam is not very keen on 
working in different places since he is well aware of the fact that when they are alone, they will 
be more vulnerable to the temptations of their enemy, he unwillingly yields as he observes Eve 
is eager to have her strength tested. She stands on her dignity in such a way to deconstruct the 
belief that the woman needs the man more than he needs her in order to eradicate her self-will. 

 

Keywords: The Garden of Eden, Solitude, Adam and Eve, Paradise Lost  

 
4 Assistant Professor, Istanbul University, Faculty of Letters, Western Languages and Literatures, Department 
Istanbul/Turkey, arpimizikyan@yahoo.com  
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STUDYING OTHERNESS IN KAZUO ISHIGURO’S NEVER LET ME GO AND SAADI SHIRAZI’S 

SELECTED POEMS 
 

Asghar HEIDARI5 
 

ABSTRACT 

The term Otherness has been a topic of argument for centuries since human beings started to 
realize dissimilarities. Any confrontation of the Self with the non-self would assist one to 
comprehend the alterity between them deeper. The outlook of othering the other is represented 
in various contexts in dissimilar historical periods whether directly or indirectly. In attempting 
to discover the phenomenon, one may need to consider various aspects of a study in divergent 
circumstances. This study intends to reveal some feasible reasons behind one’s brutality against 
others and the emergence of such mentality by going through Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me 
Go and M. Saadi Shirazi’s selected poems. The current study also intends to discuss the assumed 
gap between self and the other which may appear based on various beliefs, cultural distinctions, 
ideological temptations, gender-based visions, and man’s needs or desires in a philosophical 
context. The investigation will focus on the perspectives of the twentieth-century philosopher, 
Emanuel Levinas’ and his outlook on the Self and the Other relationships that is manifested in 
his noble works.   

 

 

Keywords: Self and the Other, Levinas, Desire and Need 

 

  

 
5 Assistant Prof. İstanbul, Yeni Yüzyıl University, English Language and Literature Department, 
asghar.heidari@yeniyuzyil.edu.tr 
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MAGIC REALISM IN THE STORY OF CHIVALRY BY NEIL GAIMAN 

 

Aybike KELEŞ6 
 

ABSTRACT 

Magic realism is a literary technique that involves mingling of fantastical or magical elements 
with mundane happenings. Magic realist writers strive to challenge the readers' ideas of reality 
and urge them to look beyond the surface level of things in seemingly routine situations by 
integrating magical aspects in daily happenings. By using magical elements, Neil Gaiman aims 
to show the power of imagination and how it can transform ordinary things into extraordinary 
ones. This story revolves around an old widow named Mrs. Whitaker and her interaction with 
Sir Galahad, a handsome knight who possesses magical powers. Through the character of Mrs 
Whitman, Gaiman creates a world where everyday objects take on new meanings Overall 
Gaiman’s use of magical realism adds depth to this simple story. Through an analysis of the 
story’s characters and imagery, this paper will examine how Gaiman uses magic realism to 
explore the human condition and challenge our perception of reality. 

 

Keywords: Magical Realism, Ordinary, Chivalry.  

 
6 Kastamonu University, Department of Foreign Languages and Cultures - Applied English and Translation 
Studies, Kastamonu /Turkey, kelesaybike@gmail.com. 
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THE SOLITARY JOURNEY OF A POET IN VIRGINIA WOOLF'S ORLANDO 

 

Ayşe EMEL GÖKDEMİR7 
 

ABSTRACT 

Solitude is a state of isolation that is sometimes quite necessary for contemplation and reaching 
self-awareness. This concept is also associated with the artistic creation process of an artwork. 
Being alone is a fertile and productive state in which one can look deep inside and can imagine 
without any outer distraction. Apart from being a necessity, solitude becomes an inevitable 
condition if the artist is a nonconformist in society. When compared to the common people, as 
the artists have different perspectives and thresholds in their lives, they are sometimes excluded 
by community. This study examines the solitude of an artist by employing instances from 
Virginia Woolf’s famous book Orlando, a story of a poet who has the same solitary experience 
during his transformation from man to woman and the creation process of his art. The central 
character of the novel is a lonely character who does not fit in anywhere due to the ambiguity 
of his identity. At some points in the story, Orlando retreats and devotes himself to his art. His 
layered identity and his extraordinary journey shape his artistic creativity. The creation process 
of his artwork or the experience of concentration is not the only reason for Orlando to be alone, 
it is the multiplicity of his identity that makes him isolated. Since Orlando goes through a 
physical and mental experience that is unique, his mind is secluded as well as his body. The 
fluid nature of Orlando’s character and appearance makes him different from other people, thus 
leading him to live a detached life. 

 

Keywords: Isolation, Solitude, Artistic Creativity, Identity  

 
7 Beykent University, English Language and Literature, Istanbul Turkey, ayseemel.g@hotmail.com. 
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AN INEXTRICABLE GENDER STRUGGLE: HETERONORMATIVITY IN THE WRITER 

 

Ayşegül AZAKLI8 
 

ABSTRACT 

 Heteronormativity, a subbranch of queer theory, has emerged as the legitimisation of 
heterosexual practices with privilege over sexual fluidity by various institutions. The 
unequivocal acceptance of heteronormativity embedded in society overshadows less-favoured 
sexual orientations, hindering these minority groups’ representation and reflection in society. 
Theatre as a form of art production serves as a medium to appreciate the diversity of sexual 
orientations by performing related plays on stage or, at least, giving voice to the concerns of 
individuals with so-called abnormal sexual tendencies. Still, heteronormativity subjugates to 
the end of appealing to the spectator, which is to be desperately criticised by playwrights as in 
The Writer. In this metadrama, the power struggle between the female Writer with homosexual 
tendencies and the male Director with a conventional mindset induces turbulence and 
aggravates the communication between one another. Despite the Writer’s efforts to denaturalise 
heterosexuality through staging a homosexual scene in a mystic sphere, her attempt faces 
difficulties from the Director, and she finds her scene on stage in an implicitly heteronormative 
form. Hence, the imposition of gender binaries on the Writer’s lesbian couple displays how 
heteronormativity is embedded in the ending of Hickson’s play and how it predominates the 
Writer’s deep convictions who has been opposing the heteronormative formations.  

 

Keywords: Heteronormativity, Queer, The Writer, Ella Hickson  

 
8 Agri Ibrahim Cecen University, Faculty of Science and Letters, Agri / Turkey, ayazakli@agri.edu.tr 
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THE DISCONNECTED: LONELINESS AND ISOLATION IN THE SHORT PROSE OF SAMUEL 

BECKETT 
 

Ayşem DUR9  
 

ABSTRACT  

As the concomitant of the human condition, loneliness is a timeless theme of countless 
disciplines from literature to painting. While loneliness and isolation can be the result of the 
individual's own choice with various motivations, social and cultural conditions can also be 
considered among the chief factors. In this respect, World War I and II are seen to have added 
a much deeper and different dimension to the phenomenon. The effects of the former are seen 
in the works of modernist writers like T.S. Eliot, Virginia Woolf, and James Joyce with a 
distinctive portrayal of the individuals. Especially with the stream of consciousness method, 
inner worlds of the characters are further bridged to the outer world showing the complex web 
of human condition, of which solitariness stands out as an inseparable part.  

With the collapse of grand narratives, especially having gained momentum with the 2nd World 
War, fragmentation becomes more apparent in both form and content of the texts. Relatedly, 
Samuel Beckett travels through the complicated labyrinths of existence and of the human 
condition reflecting the fragmentation in question in terms of the existential angst experienced 
by the disconnected, lonely and isolated individual dealing with the absurdity of life, the loss 
of meaning, the atomized reality, and the severed identity. In the light of all these, all written in 
1946, The Expelled, The Calmative, and The End will be analyzed in the context of loneliness 
and isolation by referring mainly to the theories of postmodernism and existentialism. 

 

Keywords: Loneliness, Isolation, Samuel Beckett, Short Prose, Postmodernism, Existentialism 

 

  

 
9 Bahçeşehir University, Istanbul, Turkey, aysemdr@gmail.com 
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EVEN THE DOCILE ONES HAVE BRAVERY FOR FREEDOM 

 

Bersu KÖSE10  
 

ABSTRACT 

 With the help of other studies, it has been explained that the reason why women have been in 
a subsidiary position against men for centuries is the authorities such as religion, state and 
society. Due to the deprivation of women to have rights such as education, equality, and 
economic freedom, the birth of feminism has started. In this play, anarchism and the sub-branch 
of anarchism, anarcho feminism, are mentioned to explain not only the women's equal rights 
with men, but also the action of women to rebel against authority and gain their own personality 
and freedom. With the help of other studies, anarchism and a sub-branch of anarcho-feminism, 
anarcho-feminism, were defined. In anarchism, it advocates the liberation of human beings 
from religious authority, and freedom from the restrictions and obstacles of other authorities 
such as the government, while anarcho- feminism advocates the abolition of this authority over 
women. Anarcho feminism supports women to rebel against the economic, social and political 
problems they face against authority and gain their freedom. After the definitions and aims of 
feminism, anarchism and anarcho-feminism were made, the theatrical play was analyzed and 
the relationship between the main characters Sasha and Val was taken into account and 
examined through these theories. 

 

Keywords: Emma Goldman, Anarchism, Anarcha-feminism, “Sugar Daddies”, Feminism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10 Ordu University, English Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Ordu / Turkey, 
bersukose162@gmail.com. 
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CREATING AN IMAGINATIVE LANDSCAPE: REAL AND IMAGINARY SPACES IN 
SHAKESPEARE’S A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 

 

Besmele YILMAZ11 
  

ABSTRACT 

Space is one of the phenomena that have become an important factor in many branches such as 
sociology, literature, and historiography for centuries.  The concept of space, which continues 
to be created and formatted within different purposes in different fields, has a great role in the 
field of literature, both at the stage of creation and at the stage of criticism. Processes such as 
setting creation and space description are important elements in a literary text. On the other 
hand, the versatility of the concept of space can undertake important tasks such as uniting and 
connecting fields such as literature, psychology, and sociology at a common point. Space is one 
of the factors examined in a work, not only in terms of establishing a place-time relationship at 
the creation stage, but also to understand the inner worlds, psychology, and actions of the 
characters.  This study aims to begin with a review of the studies on the concept of space and 
its effects on Shakespeare's works, and finally, to examine its influence on the characters of A 
Midsummer Night's Dream. In addition, it is aimed to explore the imaginary places created by 
Shakespeare through the characters. 
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TWO ENGLISH WOMEN TRAVEL WRITERS, TWO DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES: A 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS BETWEEN JULIA PARDOE & EMILIA HORNBY 

 

Betül DURSUN12, Emine Elif DURSUN13 
 

ABSTRACT  

During the 19th century, Western travelers were captivated by their journeys to the Ottoman 
Empire, leading them to document and share their experiences and observations of the East. 
However, these travelogues often carried biases and Orientalist perspectives, perpetuating 
stereotypes, and distortions about the Ottoman people. This paper focuses on two female travel 
writers, Julia Pardoe and Lady Hornby, who provide distinct perspectives on the Ottoman 
Empire in their works. Pardoe's book, "The City of the Sultan and Domestic Manners of the 
Turks," stands out for its objective and unbiased approach, challenging the prevailing negative 
stereotypes associated with Turks. In comparison, Hornby's "Constantinople During the 
Crimean War" exhibits a less objective portrayal of the Ottoman people, albeit not as heavily 
criticized as the works of male travel writers. The paper explores the contrasting images of the 
Ottoman Empire presented by Pardoe and Hornby, shedding light on the complexities of travel 
literature and its role in shaping perceptions of the East. By examining their narratives, 
particularly their depictions of Turkish women and their experiences within the harem, this 
study highlights the differences in their approaches and sheds light on the broader issues of 
misrepresentation and cultural biases prevalent in travel literature of the time. 
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GROTESQUE BODY, ABJECTION AND DEATH IN THE CITY IN CRIMSON CLOAK 

 

Bilge Sevim SOYKUT14 
 

ABSTRACT  

Turkish novelist Aslı Erdoğan’s novel The City in Crimson Cloak (published in Turkey in 1999 
and translated into English in 2007) is the story of a Turkish expatriate, Özgür, who spends two 
years in Rio de Janeiro trying to survive violence, poverty, disease, hunger, and filth. Erdoğan’s 
novel is a dual narrative with a doubled protagonist, Özgür and her semi-fictional character O. 
Özgür is writing her own version of The City in Crimson Cloak (printed in italics in the book), 
which flashes in pieces throughout the frame narrative. The story revolves around the last day 
of Özgür and ends when she is killed by a couple of muggers. The novel is rife with images of 
grotesque bodies, profanity, monstrosities, corporeality, and people of streets. It can be read as 
the degradation of a Rio image as an exotic haven and holiday destination which nestles highly 
regarded middle-class values such as wealth, hygiene, seclusion, and entertainment. Although 
at first glance the plot elements of The City in Crimson Cloak seem to display Bakhtinian 
carnivalesque-grotesque elements such as free contact among people, materiality of the world 
and the body, and festive madness; I observe that the protagonist’s persistent judgment towards 
the city approximates the narrative to what Julia Kristeva calls the abject -- an entity provokes 
in us disgust, revulsion, hate, horror, and loathing. This article analyzes the protagonist’s 
abjective reactions to the grotesque occurrences by explaining Mikhail Bakhtin’s 
carnivalesque-grotesque body concept and by comparing it to Kristeva’s formative overview of 
the abject. Through this comparison, the article tries to show the degree of ambivalence the 
narrative adopts in approaching to the realities of an entire city, monstrosity, corporeality, 
madness, and death.  
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ANALYSIS OF LEWIS CARROLL’S ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND IN MOVIE 
ADAPTATIONS OF WALT DISNEY (1951) AND TIM BURTON’S ALICE IN WONDERLAND 
THROUGH FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE AND SYMBOLISM 
 

Burçin HASANOĞLU15  
 

ABSTRACT 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland is a world-wide known, fictional, British children’s book with 
its fantastical tales and riddles by Lewis Carroll. Being translated into more than 174 languages, 
it has also been the source of inspiration for some famous studios like Walt Disney and movie 
directors like Tim Burton. In Walt Disney’s adaptation (1951), the audience witnesses an Alice 
who is a courteous and curious child having a vast and vivid world of imagination with her neat 
and clean blue-white dress. The characterization of Alice is very much similar to the Carroll’s 
book in terms of reflecting the time in which the book was written. Alice is a smart girl who is 
both educated according to the fashion of her time, and rather different with her creativeness 
when it comes to dreaming of a “wonderland” that is full of nonsense when compared to the 
tedious mindset of the society in which she lives. On the other hand, Alice in Wonderland (2010) 
is transformed into a real masterpiece by the 21st century-movie director Tim Burton. He 
remains loyal to the characters; however, he presents an Alice who is a young lady with a great 
imagination as usual, and is bolder, more independent, stronger both in mind and soul and more 
feminist. In the movie, while she is mature enough to get married according to the norms and 
customs of 19th century England, she ends up as a dragon slaying heroine in underland. So, this 
paper aims to analyse how classical Alice in Wonderland is interpreted in the movie adaptations 
by Walt Disney (1951) and Tim Burton (2010) through feminist perspective and symbolism.  
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THE RACIAL ISOLATION AND THE SENSE OF LONELINESS IN LANGSTON HUGHES’ 
“MOTHER TO SON” AND “AS I GREW OLDER” 
 

Çelik EKMEKÇİ16 
 

ABSTRACT 

As one of the seminal representatives of Harlem Renaissance, Langston Hughes has written 
variety of poems, plays and stories to express the problems of black race in America.  Hughes 
has also dealt with the problem of alienation in American poetry in many of his works. 
Depending on his personal experiences, Hughes shares his thoughts about the sense of racial 
loneliness and isolation of Black Americans in his early works. Hughes basically tells the 
common problems of racism and how it creates such problems as isolation and loneliness 
among blacks through the technique of “dramatic monologue” in his poems in general and in 
“Mother to Son” and “As I Grew Older” in particular. It is very natural that Hughes’ poetry is 
influenced by “Blues” as the rhythm, habit and speech technique of Black people. Therefore, 
his style in his poems is indicative that he expresses the reality of black people. The purpose of 
this study is to analyze Langston Hughes’ selected poems in terms of the theme of racial 
loneliness and isolation. It is also within the purpose of this study to show how isolated Black 
people feel themselves lonely not only physically but also mentally and spiritually in his 
“Mother to Son” and “As I Grew Older”. 

  

Keywords: Langston Hughes, Isolation, Loneliness, Alienation, “Mother to Son”, “As I Grew 
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LONELINESS TRIGGERED BY POWER RELATIONS IN THE GREAT GATSBY 

 

Ecevit BEKLER17 
 

ABSTRACT  

Loneliness is a theme that can commonly be found in literary works with main characters who 
struggle to build healthy relationships with people around them. Although the reason for that 
may be attributed to the past or the character of the protagonist, the social conditions of a 
specific period play a great role in creating individuals who feel isolated or lonely in their 
community. The Great Gatsby written by F. Scott Fitzgerald and published in 1925 is a novel 
that reflects the American dream of the 1920s. Those were the years when the American dream 
promised the individuals a rich and better life as if everyone could achieve their goal easily and 
in a short time. Jay Gatsby, the protagonist of the novel, intends to achieve his dream by 
becoming a member of the upper class. Although he becomes rich and starts leading a luxurious 
life through illegal ways, he cannot find the life he has aspired to for a long time. In this study, 
the complex power relations of the 1920s has been analysed to display the relation between 
loneliness and the discourse of the period in which the novel was written. To show that, Michel 
Foucault’s theories on power has been made use of as well. Thus, upon a closer inspection, it is 
seen that the American dream was an illusion created by the ideology of the time and it, in fact, 
caused a great deal of insecurity in Gatsby.  
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PULSING VOICES AND MEANINGS: MARGARET ATWOOD’S “BLUEBEARD’S EGG” AND 

INTERTEXTUALITY 
 

Elif AYDIN18 
 

ABSTRACT 

This study explores Atwood’s clever use of intertextual references and present tense free-
indirect discourse in her “Bluebeard’s Egg” (1983) to point out the interaction of countless 
voices that prevent the monopoly of old narratives with one absolute meaning. In the light of 
Julia Kristeva’s theory of intertextuality, the study discusses that the devaluation of the old 
meaning – man as the vicious Bluebeard figure versus the woman as the damsel-in-distress – 
brings about complex meanings in terms of the roles attributed to males and females in the 
context of the tale. It is seen that the deconstruction of the tale disrupts the power politics and 
defers the ultimate meaning found in the traditional version. The study therefore shows that the 
protagonist (Sally) is not a mere woman in need of protection or a princess of her own fairyta 
le, and likewise, her husband is neither a Bluebeard figure nor a prince as in her romance tales. 
It is consequently seen that Atwood’s use of perspective and distinct voices produces an 
ambiguous narrative which liberates the characters from social definitions found in the 
traditional tale. 

 

Keywords: “Bluebeard’s Egg”, Intertextuality, Kristeva, Narrative Deconstruction, Narrative 
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UNVEILING UMUOFIAN CLAN'S CULTURE FROM A STRUCTURALIST POINT OF VIEW 

 

Gökhan ALYAN19 
 

ABSTRACT 

Things Fall Apart has reached to a place where one cannot pass without mentioning its name 
in a conversation related to African style of writing. Chinua Achebe created a narrator who 
somehow happened to praise Okonkwo and his achievements from the beginning of the novel, 
whereas he left the decision of judging his personality to the readers. Although the way Achebe 
described events is not much of an English way, he used English-a western language-to uncover 
a hidden way of living in an African society with a structure different from that of western 
literature. Chinua Achebe used a structure that helped him use fewer words than a normal 
western writer to describe what idea or point to be told in a more direct and simple way. Through 
this manner, he not only depicted a distinctive pattern of writing, but he also portrayed an 
undiscovered primitive culture that many would be interested in reading. Okonkwo, the main 
character, leads the readers to a deep but simple world where they will soon find out if he really 
is the protagonist or the antagonist. He obviously is the leader of the clan, however, as one of 
his main intentions is to protect his clan, he eventually happens to harm his community as well. 
Is he dangerous to himself or does he threaten the author? This paper will discuss how 
Okonkwo, as the representative of his ethos, killed Chinua Achebe using structured cultural 
weapons in the shade of how the literary work became a text despite the sparing language of 
the novel. 
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LONELINESS AND SECLUSION, QUITE POSSIBLE? 

 

Göksu BURSALI20 
 

ABSTRACT 

Virginia Woolf is one of the prominent writers in English literature when loneliness and 
seclusion themes are in discourse. In A Room of One's Own, Woolf supports that a writer, 
specifically a female writer, needs to have their own space 'to create.' This notion is the 
fundamental idea of seclusion in literature. Even though her work is one of the early examples 
of feminist writing, having room to be with yourself is a primary essence of writing in general. 
For the creation process, one needs seclusion to be on his/her own. Seclusion does not have an 
equal connotation to loneliness, but they are also not detachable from each other. Being 
secluded and alone, Woolf also created secluded and lonely characters in her works.  

In Mrs Dalloway, for instance, even though there are various characters in the novel, the reader 
experiences being an observer of Mrs Dalloway's mindset. In other words, the reader 
participates Clarissa Dalloway's loneliness by wandering in her mind flow. With the stream of 
consciousness technique, Virginia Woolf presents the character's loneliness as resulting in 
seclusion from others. However, by presenting the transcendental unity of Septimus and 
Clarissa, Woolf illustrates how a person, even lonely and secluded, connects to others even 
without awareness. 

Furthermore, in her works, the reader commonly encounters the life traits of Woolf, which 
signifies that Woolf also has a connection to her characters. Her life traits display that complete 
seclusion from work or herself is elusive. Therefore, even though loneliness and seclusion are 
prevalent themes submitted in the literature, the characters or even the writer her/himself have 
a connection with one another. Consequently, complete loneliness and seclusion are not 
attainable in literary works. 

Keywords: loneliness, isolation, Literary Work, Virginia Woolf 
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DIVERGENT YET INTERCONNECTED: EXPLORING SOLITUDE AND ISOLATION IN 
HEMINGWAY'S A CLEAN, WELL-LIGHTED PLACE AND WOLFF'S BULLET IN THE BRAIN 

 

Havva Esra OCAK21 
 

ABSTRACT  

The contemporary era is marked by two distinct themes, which are loneliness and seclusion, 
which individuals either seek refuge from or are involuntarily subjected to. The themes explored 
in Ernest Hemingway's A Clean, Well-Lighted Place and Tobias Wolff's Bullet in the Brain 
exhibit distinct differences in their treatment, yet they share notable similarities. The literary 
works of A Clean, Well-Lighted Place by Hemingway and Bullet in the Brain by Wolff are 
characterized by distinct atmospheres. Hemingway's minimalist style is evident in the subdued 
and melancholic ambiance of A Clean, Well-Lighted Place, while Wolff's work presents a 
stimulating and contemplative atmosphere. The narrative of A Clean, Well-Lighted Place 
endeavors to delve into the psychological realm and elucidate the underlying motivations for 
an old gentleman's prolonged presence in the nocturnal café. The protagonist's quest for stillness 
and illumination embodies the existential void and pursuit of significance. The old gentleman 
achieves a state of tranquility through the absence of external stimuli and social interaction. The 
literary work Bullet in the Brain exhibits modernist characteristics, including the disjointed 
portrayal of time, and presents a postmodern perspective on the exploration of significance, 
mortality, and recollection of previous events. The narrative incorporates motifs pertaining to 
the final recollections and internal realm of the protagonist, Anders, who scrutinizes the 
significance of history and exposes a facet of values that is paradoxical. The motif of solitude 
and seclusion is prominent in the narrative due to Anders' internal sense of isolation and his 
incapacity to conform to societal norms. The narrative elicits contemplation regarding the 
transience of temporal existence and the significance of human existence. Upon examination 
through these lenses, it becomes apparent that despite divergent approaches to the themes of 
isolation and solitude, the two narratives share a striking resemblance.  
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HOW TO TALK ABOUT THE DEAD WITHOUT KNOWING THEM: CHARLOTTE SMITH’S 

BEACHY HEAD 

  

Jonathan Coleman WILLIAMS22 
  

ABSTRACT 

In this paper, I look at Charlotte Smith’s Beachy Head (1807), a sprawling poem about the 
political and geological history of the East Sussex cliff Beachy Head, to ask how poetry might 
memorialize the dead. Beachy Head ends with the memorialization of two deceased recluses 
who lived on the cliff. For poetry to memorialize reclusive life, it has to speculate about what 
those recluses’ lives might have looked like. Since Beachy Head’s recluses lived their lives out 
of the public eye, Smith cannot speak with certainty about their inner lives. How can one 
memorialize a recluse since, by definition, recluses do not make their lives available to others? 
Smith solves this problem by looking at how these recluses’ lives appeared to those who saw 
them from a distance. She deduces that these recluses were melancholic, since they looked and 
acted the way that one might expect a melancholic to look or act. The performance of 
melancholy—identifiable by a distinct set of looks, postures, and actions—is the means by 
which recluses make themselves fit for poetic memorialization. In the process, I will suggest, 
Smith transforms reclusive melancholy from a feeling that individual subjects feel into a poetic 
figure—a way of communicating poetic knowledge about the dead when such knowledge 
makes itself otherwise unavailable to the poet. The poetic observation of the gestures and looks 
associated with melancholy allows Smith to communicate knowledge about the dead, whether 
she actually possesses such knowledge or not. 
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GROWING BEYOND LONELINESS IN JHUMPA LAHIRI’S INTERPRETER OF MALADIES 

  

Karam NAYEBPOUR23 

  
ABSTRACT  

Exploration of the immigrants’ lives in their new context is a recurring theme in the Bengali 
American writer Jhumpa Lahiri’s works. In the nine stories of her Pulitzer Prize winning short 
story collection Interpreter of Maladies (1999), representation of the immigrants’ lives being 
interwoven with loneliness and isolation acts as the driving force in narrative plot. Recounted 
from the immigrant characters’ perspective, the stories mainly show how they come to terms 
with their desperate and lonely life at the end. In other words, the narratives demonstrate the 
process through which the immigrants’ senses of loneliness and isolation finally stop acting as 
a blocking mental or psychological force in their strange context. Thus, the narrative 
progression in Lahiri’s stories depends on solving a psychological conflict inflicted upon the 
immigrant characters by a migration-dependent social and emotional isolation. As this paper 
aims to show, besides pointing out the existence of negative feelings such as loneliness and 
isolation as the constituent parts of her main characters’ lives and their destructive impact on 
them, Lahiri mainly shows how her immigrant characters are capable of overcoming such 
feelings through their endurance and professional commitment. Such qualities enable the 
central immigrant characters in Interpreter of Maladies to create a positive new environment 
out of the negative one caused by their migration.  
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A DIACHRONIC CORPUS-BASED STUDY ON SELECTED LONELINESS NOVELS 

 

Mandana Kolahdouz MOHAMMADİ24 
 

ABSTRACT 

Being alone can cause different sensations; some people feel relaxed, and others feel anxious. 
That is why researchers distinguish between solitude and loneliness, which is believed later is 
a positive feeling. During the last decades, writers have tried to portray loneliness in their 
novels; the present study aims to investigate the manifestation of loneliness in these novels. 
According to digital humanities, text analysis tools can facilitate extracting information from a 
collection of texts and comparing two or more texts. So, the present article using text mining 
tools and KWIC, aims to analyze five selected loneliness novels from the eighteen to the 
twentieth centuries. The central hypothesis of the present study is that the nature of loneliness, 
its related synonyms, and its way of expression have changed over time. On the other hand, it 
seems that there is a relationship between KWICs of happiness, time, stress, depression, and 
KWIC of loneliness in these novels. Results indicated that time KWICs had a higher frequency 
in all the studied novels. In the twentieth century, when the KWICs of “anxiety and stress” 
increase, “happiness” decreases. Although these novels were related to loneliness only in the 
twentieth century, loneliness KWIC and its synonyms “solitude, single, and alone” has been 
stated explicitly. Based on the present study’s findings, it seems that in the mentioned century, 
the amount of preference to be alone is high due to anxiety and stress. Furthermore, there was 
a relationship between loneliness and KWICs of anxiety and isolation. 
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‘NARRATIVE PROPHYLAXIS’: CONTAGION, SOCIAL ISOLATION, AND THE THERAPEUTIC 

POTENTIAL OF LITERATURE, AS SEEN IN SELECTED WORKS 
 

Mary MAHDI25 
 

ABSTRACT  

Narrative prophylaxis or bibliotherapy refers to the use of literary works for psychotherapy. 
This study examines bibliotherapy as an effective approach to prevent mental health 
deterioration in times of Covid-19. In such bad times, people have to live in isolation and in 
many cases, individuals report feeling stressed because of their current personal and 
professional problems. In this context, this study analyses selected literary works such as 
Boccaccio's Decameron and uses the power of these stories as a therapeutic tool to relax the 
minds of those who have left Florence affected by the plague. The study also analyzed two 
types of bibliotherapy, cognitive bibliotherapy and affective bibliotherapy. After further 
evaluation, it was concluded that affective bibliotherapy is a more powerful tool for treatments. 

The use of affective bibliotherapy has been recommended to assist people in times of isolation 
and mass epidemics due to the worldwide pandemic. The use of literary works as a therapeutic 
tool to enhance cognitive abilities, emotional intelligence and release traumatic emotions has 
existed in previous centuries. The psychiatrist, with the help of a librarian, selects suitable books 
for the reader that will help improve the patient's mental health. Therefore, it has been 
recommended to establish a special literary therapy center alongside an association of clinical 
centers and libraries to provide people with appropriate literary resources to aid their 
psychological treatment. 
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A STUDY OF DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE WESTERN AND ISLAMIC CULTURES THROUGH 

MONICA ALI’S BRICK LANE 
 

Muhammed Metin ÇAMELİ26 

The concepts of culture and identity are coalesced into one another as decisive factors in 
forming a certain perception of the world for every single individual. They complement one 
another so harmoniously that the culture into which a person is born plays a leading role in 
giving that person a more distinct identity from that of a person belonging to another culture. 
More precisely stated, the concept of cultural identity in question here can be described as a 
means of differentiating oneself from the other people that have different cultural heritages. 
Viewed in this light, the way a Muslim conceives the world cannot be considered the same as 
that of a Westerner since they possess disparate cultural identities. At this point, it must be stated 
that Monica Ali’s Brick Lane centers around similar experiences of a Bangladeshi Muslim girl, 
Nazneen, who tries to adapt herself to living in London as a result of her arranged marriage. 
Incorporating the ideas of assimilation, emigration and ethnicity in its origin, the story of 
Nazneen serves as a means of delving into the question of what it exactly means to be seen as 
a subaltern prey within a new cultural environment. Therefore, this study will elaborate upon 
the nature of the incongruities between Nazneen’s own culture and the culture she endeavors to 
belong to in London in all aspects. 
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AN END TO THE ISOLATED HEROES IN DETECTIVE FICTION: THE MALTESE FALCON 

(1930) 
 

Mustafa CANLI27 

  
ABSTRACT  

The Maltese Falcon is a detective novel written by American novelist Dashiell Hammett in 
1930. The novel has been categorized as a popular hard-boiled detective story and is considered 
one of the major pioneers of this subgenre of detective fiction, along with the novels of 
Raymond Chandler. In this study, I present the novel The Maltese Falcon by American author 
Dashiell Hammett in light of popular and detective fiction criticisms. The new subjects, 
concepts, characters, and social analysis which the novel starts in detective fiction are my 
subject matter. Firstly, I argue that The Maltese Falcon fits into most of the formulaic concepts 
of popular fiction and detective fiction, except that it carries the features of a new genre called 
the American hard-boiled detective story. I apply the parameters of critics like McCracken and 
Smith on popular and hard-boiled fiction to the novel. I analyze the story’s themes, the 
protagonist, and the detective’s features and see if these parallel the formulaic nature of the 
popular detective genre. Secondly, I list the inventions and discoveries of Hammett and 
Chandler in the popular detective fiction genre. Thirdly, I try to determine the differences and 
similarities between the novel from the Golden Age popular detective fiction in the UK, 
represented by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Agatha Christie. I compare the formulaic structures 
of their novels and the features of detective, sidekick, victim, murderer, and violence treatment 
and detection process. In conclusion, I sum up the result that The Maltese Falcon pioneered a 
new genre called hard-boiled with its new subject matter, setting, detective, and detection 
process in the modern world of the 1930s US. 
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SOCIAL ISOLATION AND LONELINESS IN LOUIS DE BERNIÉRES’S BIRDS WITHOUT WINGS 
 

Neslihan ALBAY28 
 

ABSTRACT 

Written in 2004 by Louis de Bernières and narrated from the perspectives of various characters, 
Birds Without Wings sheds light to the traumatic war scenes and effects on local people and 
migrants in the national struggle years in the nation-building process of the new Turkish 
Republic. Illustrating the fortunes of different cultural groups in a South-West Anatolian village 
(Eskibahçe) in a turbulent historical period, the novel deals with the themes of war, love, forced 
migration, identity and the 1923 population exchange between Greece and the new Turkish 
state more specifically through a polyphonic approach. First living harmoniously side by side 
as hybrid identities as part of the multicultural nature of the late Ottoman Empire and then 
exiled to Greece, Turkish-speaking Christian villagers or Greek Orthodox migrants are exposed 
to social isolation and loneliness due to their unhomely experience, while Muslim villagers also 
long for the harmonious co-existence with the Other cultural and ethnic inhabitants and thus 
feel lonely, helpless and bereft both economically and spiritually in the half-deserted and 
decaying  ghostly village. The residents of Eskibahçe that had achieved social cohesion and a 
hybrid identity after living together for centuries suffer from the lack of a third space in the 
national discourse. They need to form a New type of identity which will once again require 
hybridity in a New scope. Interspersed with the biography of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk and his 
significant role in shaping the building process of the new Turkish state, Birds Without Wings 
aims to highlight individual and social isolation as a result of the devastating effects of wars on 
the idyllic lives of villagers based on Homi K. Bhabha’s third space theory. Furthermore, the 
novel celebrates hybridity and ethnic diversity with the reappraisal of the forced migration 
between Greece and Turkey, while it enables us to question the attempt of villagers to redefine 
their identities after the declaration of the Turkish Republic and to analyse its pros and cons in 
the long run. 
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A JOURNEY TOWARDS SELF-DESTRUCTION: DAVID MAMET’S EDMOND 
 

Oğuzhan ÖKSÜZ29 
 

ABSTRACT 

The protagonist, Edmond, sees the challenges to his ability to maintain authority and power 
over his relationships in the modern world as threats to his own sense of masculinity. He grows 
more agitated and irritated with those who question his authority and masculinity. He embraces 
sex as the primary means to claim his masculine identity, and he leaves his wife to start his 
journey. In an effort to assert his authority and claim his masculinity, Edmond acts aggressively 
and impulsively due to his incapacity to relate to other people. Edmond’s attempts to assert his 
power and claim his masculinity causes his tragic flaw, his hubris, to take control over his 
actions and decisions. Edmond’s hubris can be seen as a defence mechanism against his 
sentiments of powerlessness and emasculation in a changing society. His tragic flaw drives him 
to make catastrophic mistakes, such as leaving his wife and killing a waitress, that ultimately 
pave the way for his tragic downfall. Edmond considers masculinity as being dominant and 
femininity as being submissive. Throughout the play he aspires to be masculine and dominant 
by thriving in a sexual intercourse, and he fears becoming feminine and submissive. Aristotelian 
peripeteia occurs as he finds himself locked into prison for his crimes, where he gets sodomized 
by his cellmate. In contrast to his aims to be a masculine and dominant figure, Edmond finds 
himself becoming feminine and submissive in a sexual intercourse. 
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BEYOND CONTEMPORARY POSTCOLONIAL MARXISM: A READING OF MOHSIN HAMID’S 

HOW TO GET FILTHY RICH IN RISING ASIA 

 

Rabia AAMIR30 
 

ABSTRACT 

Humanity is standing at that crossroads of human existence where it is difficult to predict as to 
what choices it will make for its future. The literary world is coming up with unique and daring 
combinations of ideas and tropes to establish some grounds to understand the rationale for any 
future choices that human beings may make. Sometimes these ideas concur with the existing 
scenarios and sometimes they generate certain boundaries of understanding that it is otherwise 
impossible to decipher their meanings without contextualizing them in totally new perspectives. 
Mohsin Hamid’s latest novel, How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia (2013) is one such novel 
which, apparently may have deceptively oversimplified language, but it makes one assume 
entirely new combinations for understanding. This paper conceptualizes it to be a subversion to 
both the phenomena of colonialism and imperialism, which, I have taken the liberty of 
neologizing as imperialism. The rationale for this neologism is validated by the derivative 
elements of colonialism and imperialism that appear in the narrative, namely, globalization, a 
phenomenon that has become an imminent derivative of postcolonialism, and certain aspects 
of the anti-Marxist approach as exhibited in this novel. Concept of globalization, as theorized 
by Zygmunt Bauman in his Book, Globalization (1998) and in his lecture, “Living in Times of 
Interregnum-or on the discordance of tasks and means” (2012) and anti-Marxist approach as 
constructed by Crystal Bartolovich and Neil Lazarus in their book Cultural Margins: Marxism, 
Modernity and Postcolonial Studies (2004) constitutes the basic fulcrum of inquiry for the 
research question of circumventing imperialism in this novel. The subversion of which entails 
the subversion of hegemonies of colonialism, imperialism, globalization, and Marxism that are 
creating thematic binaries of existence. 
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THE MEMOIRS OF A SURVIVOR: AMBIGUOUS AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

 

Sarah Alaa Abdelrahman AFIFI31 

 
ABSTRACT 

The paper analyzes the unknown narrator in the novel, The Memoirs of a Survivor, and the 
relationship between the writer and her. The unknown narrator is the alter ego of Doris Lessing, 
and the whole novel is an ambiguous autobiography of the writer herself. There is a lot of 
evidence mentioned to prove that claim: Doris suffered in her childhood from various traumas 
regarding her mother, who favored her brother instead. Likewise, the unknown narrator suffered 
from the mother-daughter relationship throughout her life. Lessing was fond of Sufism, which 
is clearly reflected in the transcendence of the narrator’s psyche that takes place through the 
walls. The use of the same name as Lessing’s mother for the protagonist is not a coincidence. 
Last, but not least, Lessing is well-known for her passion for writing autobiographies, which 
strongly supports the claim that the narrator of the novel is the writer’s alter ego. Unity and 
transcendence are attained in Lessing's novel through her shift from a realistic to a spiritualist 
story. The unknown narrator achieves unification and transcendence for her soul, and Lessing 
achieves her dream of being a remarkable writer. And finally, both of them overcame the chaos 
in their lives.  

 

Keywords: Sufism, Transcendence, Unknown Narrator, Alter Ego, Traumas, Spiritual 
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COLONIAL AMERICAN LITERATURE IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT: A STUDY OF PLYMOUTH 

PLANTATION BY WILLIAM BRADFORD, THE HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND BY JOHN 

WINTHROP AND THE SOVEREIGNTY AND GOODNESS OF GOD BY MARY ROWLANDSON 
 

Sarah Mohammed GAEED32 

 

ABSTRACT 

This study analyzes colonial American literature in historical context through analyzing Of 
Plymouth Plantation by William Bradford, History of new England by John Winthrop and The 
Sovereignty and Goodness of God by Mary Rowlandson. The three works are among the 17th 
century Puritan literature.   

The research holds a comparative study between Of Plymouth Plantation and History of New 
England since their incidents occurred chronologically with a time span of ten years.  Then, the 
study tackles Rowlandson’s narrative about her captivity by The Natives for nearly four months 
during King Philp’s War.  

In order to uncover how Puritans turned legitimate resistance facts upside down in order to 
justify their colonial greed, the three writers picture the settlers as victims instead of victimizers, 
delineate the settlers’ supremacy and prejudice not only against Native Americans but also 
against women as well.  The study sheds light on how Biblical verses are misused in order to 
achieve the colonial Puritan concepts including land usurpation, extermination of Natives and 
executing severe trials with the aim of founding a strict moral law to the colonies. 

 

 

Keywords: Colonialism, Puritanism, William Bradford, John Winthrop, Mary Rowlandson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
32 Yeni Yüzyıl University, English Language and Literature, Istanbul/ Turkey, sara.gaeed1990@gmail.com 

37



   

 

   

 

A VIEW FROM THE FRINGES: THE EPICUREAN GARDEN AND LAUGHTER IN EVELINA  

  

Selena ÖZBAŞ33 

 

ABSTRACT  

This paper aims at analysing the politics of pastoral seclusion and its epistemological-ethical 
implications in Frances Burney’s sentimental novel Evelina: Or, A Young Lady’s Entrance Into 
the World from an Epicurean point of view. Drawing on the point that eighteenth-century 
English sentimental novel pays specific homage to nature as a means of pastoral retreat that is 
representative of a higher moral order, the main contention of this study is that the metaphorical 
value of Evelina’s rural seclusion purports an understanding of the rural as a space for virtuous 
seclusion. In this respect, it will be developed that the Arcadian background of hers also inspires 
her unbecoming laughter when she arrives in London since she finds it hard to comprehend 
civic society’s manneristic arguments which are lacking in logical and virtuous integrity. In this 
respect, by contrasting the rural and the urban settings of the novel, I would like to comment 
on Evelina’s bucolic retreat as an eighteenth-century re-configuration of the Epicurean Garden 
which has been interpreted as a space for eudaimonic happiness, friendship, and virtue whereas 
the Vauxhall Gardens, The Marybone Gardens-and the pleasure gardens in general-correspond 
to an ersatz fascination with nature. The anticipated conclusion draws on the point that Evelina’s 
Epicurean seclusion is mainly responsible for her uncivil or immoderate laughter which is born 
out both of her ignorance and her dismissive attitude towards the facetiousness of urban 
etiquette. The importance of this connection, it will be maintained, lies in the fact that Burney’s 
sentimental design not only suggests a univocation between an unreserved truth statement and 
a secluded vision of nature but also it signposts the ethical value of a ‘truthful’ laughter that 
flows from the body of an untampered nature which challenges, if not ridicules, the 
aestheticized duplicity of eighteenth-century urban culture.  

 

Keywords: English Sentimental Novel, Evelina, Isolation, Epicurean Garden, Virtue, Laughter, 
Eighteenth-Century Urban Culture. 
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THE EVOLUTION OF GERALT OF RIVIA: THE WITCHER THROUGH MEDIUMS 

  

Selis Yıldız ŞEN34 
  

ABSTRACT 

Andrzej Sapkowski's The Witcher (1993) is a renowned fantasy series featuring the adventures 
of Geralt of Rivia, a protagonist whose multi-layered loneliness and isolation quite easily and 
clearly resonate with audiences. Adapted into various media forms, including video games, 
graphic novels, films, and a Netflix series, Geralt's character undergoes significant 
transformation across these adaptations. This essay examines Geralt's presentation, 
representation, and evolution, focusing on his introductory scene as a consistent feature across 
all media. 

Drawing from Joy Gould Boyum's ideas on adaptation and its relation to interpretation, Hans 
Robert Jauss’s work on reception theory, Barthes' “The Death of the Author,” Walter Benjamin's 
“The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction,” and other relevant research, this 
analysis explores Geralt's transformation from The Hexer (2001) to the Netflix series The 
Witcher (2019). In contrast to traditional adaptations, The Witcher and Geralt's development is 
influenced by audience contributions through video game adaptations that allow players to 
shape Geralt's moral compass, traits, and decisions within the narrative. 

The thesis of this essay posits that the unique interplay between the adaptor's perspective, 
audience engagement, and Geralt's inherent traits significantly contributes to his character 
development across various media adaptations. Utilizing reception theory, this essay 
demonstrates how the introductory scene in each adaptation exemplifies the nuances of Geralt's 
character and his ongoing evolution, emphasizing the importance of understanding the 
multifaceted nature of character adaptation in literature and media. 

  

Keywords: Adaptation, Reception Theory, Cultural Transformation, Character Evolution, The 
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NO PLACE FOR SPINSTERS: ISOLATION AND LONELINESS IN KATHERINE MANSFIELD’S 

“MISS BRILL” AND “THE DAUGHTERS OF LATE COLONEL” 

 

Sevilay Yavuz ÇEŞMECİ35 
 

ABSTRACT 

Katherine Mansfield’s stories can be analyzed from the perspective of different themes, but 
there is consistently the theme of alienation and loneliness, the spirit that reflects the time in 
which she lived and the kind of life she led. “Miss Brill” and “The Daughters of the Late 
Colonel”, published in The Garden Party and Other Stories (1922) collection, are among the 
well-received stories dealing with the theme of isolation and loneliness. The actions of Miss 
Brill and the Pinner Sisters in the stories mirror their social isolation in society but Mansfield 
presents the theme in the stories differently. Miss Brill’s wish to exist in and connect with the 
outside world and her feeling of loneliness motivate her to visit the park every week. She 
becomes vulnerable due to her curiosity and desire to interact with others, which ultimately 
causes her to discover how alienated she is from the people she once viewed as the source of 
her pleasure in life. Unlike Miss Brill, Mansfield portrays the Pinner sisters as being caught in 
a web of self-imposed oppression and as a result, the Pinner sisters experience social 
detachment. Constantia and Josephine’s lives have been so completely dominated by their 
father’s requirements that they have never had a chance to create their own unique existences. 
The loss of their father might act as an awakening for the two women, releasing them from the 
colonel’s control and allowing them to find out what is essential to them as individuals. 
However, the internalized oppression of the two sisters prevents them from achieving 
socialization and freedom. This study analyzes how Mansfield approaches the theme of social 
isolation by using spinsters with different lifestyles and how aloneness affects their daily life.  
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IMPORTANCE OF TRADITION IN STRUGGLING WITH IDENTITY IN THINGS FALL APART BY 

CHINUA ACHEBE 
 

Shamim BAZOBANDI36 
 

ABSTRACT 

This essay explores the significance of tradition and its effects on one’s identity in Things Fall 
Apart, a novel written by Chinua Achebe, a well-known Nigerian novelist, poet, and critic who 
is recognized as one of the most important authors in African culture. This essay focuses on a 
New Historicist approach to analyze the text and explores the conflict that exists between Igbo 
traditions and European colonization of that time. Moreover, it focuses on Okonkwo’s life and 
his inability to accept the change. He, as the protagonist of the novel, experiences problems 
with identity while his society goes through cultural transitions. The tragic end of the novel is 
the result of Okonkwo’s struggle to accept the change of customs. The article contends that 
Okonkwo's rigidity and attachment to traditions are the causes of his demise, which, 
inferentially, is a metaphor for the doom of his culture as well, the death of traditions and the 
birth of new (European) customs. 

The essay additionally emphasizes the influential role of elders in Igbo culture and their 
function in maintaining traditions in the novel. To uphold social order and acceptance within 
the tribe, one must obey the elders and conform to cultural customs. Elders have the power to 
make decisions and impose punishment for crimes and perform religious rites. The text 
concedes that rigid devotion to customs can have drawbacks, nevertheless. Additionally, it 
draws attention to gender discrimination that existed for many generations and the oppression 
of women. Due to some harsh sets of rules followed by tradition, outcasts are rejected cruelly, 
which in turn shows the absurdity of some religious practices in the culture. The article also 
examines Okonkwo's faulty view of masculinity and its effects on his behaviors and actions. 
The expectations of society and his fear of being perceived as weak are the main reasons for his 
identity crisis. He is finally defeated by his unwillingness to change and reliance on rage as a 
means of coping. The article makes an argument that tradition plays an essential role in forming 
social and personal identities. It draws attention to the challenges of cultural change and the 
drawbacks of rigorously holding on to outdated customs. The article provides a comprehensive 
examination of the book using the lens of New Historicists, highlighting the interaction between 
tradition, identity, and the impact of historical and social context. 
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STITCHING SNOW: WHAT HAPPENS WHEN AN OLD FAIRY TALE MEETS A SCIENCE 

FICTION NOVEL? 

  

Şeyda SİVRİOĞLU37 
                                                                                                             

ABSTRACT 

Myths and fairy tales have evolved through centuries to create a communication and 
collaboration network in which human beings realize their very same instincts of desire, 
compassion, wilderness, fear, and violence. How we try to survive throughout our lives is also 
very similar to the experiences of the mythical and fairy tale characters with whom we travel 
through time to witness different cultures and different places. Stitching Snow is based on the 
very famous fairy tale of the Brothers Grimm: “Snow White and Seven Dwarfs”. The original 
title of the story is transformed into Stitching Snow. Although fairy tales embed a similar pattern 
by weaving the very same notions into each other, by subverting this fairy tale into a science 
fiction novel R. C. Lewis suggests a technological journey owing to the 
(inter)generational/intertextual references. In the world of technology, the apple does not only 
signify the poisonous juicy fruit or the fruit of the forbidden tree but a very famous brand. 
Whether the textual link between the Snow White and the Stitching Snow (Essie) is interwoven 
or Essie desires to be left alone in the technological world in which an old classical fairy tale is 
subverted to a science fiction novel filled with drones and robots is going to be scrutinized in 
relation to the break from the grand narratives of fairy tales that promotes solitude.  
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BEATNIKS AND SPUTNIKS: THE EXPLORATION OF LONELINESS IN HARUKI MURAKAMI’S 

SPUTNIKSWEETHEART 

              

Tuğba ELMAS38 
 

ABSTRACT 

The present study examines the representation of loneliness in Haruki Murakami’s novel 
Sputnik Sweetheart (2002), as depicted in the solitude of Sputnik, the world’s first man-made 
satellite. Similar to Murakami’s other works of fiction, the novel’s portrayal of modern-day 
alienation can be construed as a Nietzschean mode of existence — “eternal recurrence” since 
the narration hints at its repeated inevitability. However, Murakami constructs this repetition in 
connection with “the other world,” where the reality of the self, as it is perceived by the 
characters, is challenged, dismantled, and recreated. Drawing attention to the magical elements 
contained in this other world, the study contextualizes the novel within magical realism, thereby 
exploring the transversal potentiality of the other world, which may or may not break the cycle 
of the characters’ eternal recurrence of their loneliness. In this light, the close reading of the 
otherworldly experiences of the three characters, Simure, Miu, and K., reveals a subtle link 
between the other world and its destructive and creative potentiality. The study proposes that 
while the eternal recurrence permeates the text, willingness to face one’s flawed self and 
concomitant pain may lead to a connection with the self and the other, whereas lack of such 
willingness may lead to death-like isolation, both from the self and the other. The fluidity 
between the two realms of the novel, as well as its open end, however, defies a clear-cut 
correlation, leaving an ambiguous space of exploration that echoes Sputnik itself.  
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EAVESDROPPING ON FRANKENSTEIN: LONELINESS, WRITING, AND FRIENDSHIP 

  

William N. COKER39 
 

ABSTRACT 

At the beginning of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, Robert Walton confides in his sister his 
loneliness and ardent desire for friendship. Longing for someone “whose eyes would reply to 
[his],” he concedes, “I shall commit my thoughts to paper, it is true; but that is a poor medium 
for the communication of feeling.” As the medium of communication with those one cannot 
see, and whose sympathetic response is thus in doubt, writing cannot satisfy Walton. Yet when 
he meets Victor Frankenstein and forms just the kind of charismatic friendship he has been 
seeking, writing becomes crucial to their bond, as Walton transcribes Victor’s life story and that 
of his nameless “creature.”   

The outcome of Walton and Victor’s quests for the immediacy of friendship is a story told on 
many levels of mediation—letters within letters, stories within stories—centered on a character 
who, learning to speak by spying on someone else’s lessons, enters language without having 
anyone to talk to. On the outside of the novel’s frame narratives is Mary Shelley’s own reader, 
who eavesdrops on these exchanges just as the creature eavesdrops on the Delacy family. For 
this reader, the novel enacts a primal story of becoming human—of entering a language that 
was not made for you personally and knowing that what you say is likely to be misunderstood. 
Likewise, the novel implicitly acknowledges that its own message will be altered in 
transmission—as has happened in the many adaptations of Frankenstein.   
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