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Donna Sandstrom, The Whale Trail



Need

❏ Vessels closer than ½ NM (1,000 yards) are a disturbance (WAS 2020)

❏ Female SRKW stop foraging when vessels approach closer than 400 yards 

(NOAA 2021)

❏ Be Whale Wise: 200 yards 

❏ WA State Law: 300 yards

❏ Current rules and guidelines 

are not enough

Current rules and guidelines are not enough

❏ Be Whale Wise Guidelines: 200 yards away from SRKW

❏ WA State Law: 300 yards away



❏ Fall 2020 - 3 pregnant SRKW

❏ Urgency to Act

❏ Coalition Formed



Audience



How We Reach

❏ Presentations to 

yacht clubs

❏ Social media

❏ Future: Burgees!



Measuring Success

❏ Number of presentations (currently 12 yacht clubs & ~280 boaters)

❏ Web & Social media engagement

❏ Number of pledge-takers (currently 162)

❏ Number of burgees flying!

★ Increased awareness

★ Decreased number of recreational vessels around SRKW

★ Commercial vessels stay 1,000 yards away year-round



❏More births
❏Calves survive
❏Return to Salish Sea 

Thank you!

donna@thewhaletrail.org

Tahlequah and Calf (Mark Sears Permit 21348)

Measuring Success - Signs of Recovery





SHARE THE WATER

Orca Network’s Whale Safe Vessel Program

Connecting Whales and People
In the Pacific Northwest



WHALE SIGHTING NETWORK EFFORTS

• Every Sighting Network post includes:

• Share the Water vessel safety details for species reported

• Where and how to report whale harassment – US & BC

• Be Whale Wise & Whale flag website links

• Map for 100+ public shore-based viewing spots 

• Orca Network reaches & educates thousands of people daily

• Onshore volunteers educate public from shore

• Weekly Sightings Report emails to 16,000+ subscribers include:                                 “We 
are watching and visiting the whales in their home. Please observe, love, and respect 
them from a distance”  

• Numbers for enforcement reporting in US & BC, Info about regulations and links to 
Be Whale Wise, and to Viewpoint map to encourage shore-based whale watching



Share the Water infographics on Orca 
Network’s Facebook page, shared with 
every Whale Sighting thread on a daily 

basis

FACEBOOK POSTS



SHARE THE WATER 
PROGRAM EFFORTS 

• Distribute Be Whale Wise and Share the Water educational 
materials to boaters, including four days at 2022 Seattle Boat 
Show

• Quarterly webinars on seasonal species and                           
vessel-whale viewing regulations, targeting                 
recreational boating audiences

• Staff presentations for marinas, boating and yacht clubs

• Daily posts on Orca Network and Share the Water 
Facebook pages when reporting whale sightings



SHARE THE WATER POSTCARDS – side 1



Includes:

Species info

Enforcement 
contact info

Stranding/
entanglement 
reporting

Be Whale Wise 
and Whale Flag 
links

POSTCARD-
Side 2



Education, awareness and involvement 
effect more change than shaming and blaming  

Puget Sound is an urban waterway, 
boats are a part of it

WHEN PEOPLE SEE WHALES, 
THEY LOVE THEM AND WANT TO HELP



FOR MORE INFORMATION

Susan Berta – susan@orcanetwork.org

Website: www.OrcaNetwork.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/OrcaNetwork
www.facebook.com/ShareTheWater

mailto:susan@orcanetwork.org
http://www.orcanetwork.org/
https://www.facebook.com/OrcaNetwork
https://www.facebook.com/ShareTheWater


















BREAK BETWEEN PRESENTERS















Eyes on the Water: 
Citizen Science in the Salish Sea

Susie Washington-Smyth 
Coordinator, SGIWSN



Whales in the Salish Sea
● Island communities care about all the whales in Salish Sea.

● Canadian government has responsibility to protect the 

endangered SRKW under the Species at Risk Act.

● Measures created to protect critical habitat for SRKW:

○ Interim Sanctuary Zone

○ ECHO programs voluntary Vessel Slowdown

○ Vessel approach guidelines

○ Fishery closures

Marlene Cummings



Southern Gulf Islands Whale Sighting Network

1. Integrated partnership with SIMRES for scientific support, training, 

hydrophone & photographic data

2. Record frequency, distribution & types of whales in the Southern 

Gulf Islands (Saturna, Pender and Mayne Islands)

3. Monitor & assess compliance in Interim Sanctuary Zones 

4. Monitor compliance with fishing and marine mammal regulations

5. Collaborate with cetacean researchers and government agencies



We have found –

Killer whale and humpback whale days per month collected by SGIWSN/SIMRES: Saturna (April 2020 - April 2022), 
Pender (2021 - 2022) and Mayne (2022) 

(SRKWs documented every month except May and June for last two years) 

Whales are here year round



SRKW Sightings: Southern Gulf Islands 2020 - 2022

SRKW whale day/month data collected by SGIWSN/SIMRES: Saturna (April 2020 - April 2022), Pender (2021 - 2022) 
and Mayne (2022) SFU researchers contributed sightings between June-September for 2020 and 2021
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March 2022 Sightings…

’

Saturna
Pender

Mayne



Vessel infractions are common in ISZs 

Vessel infractions (on bottom), compliance (on top) 

Compliance rate documented by SFU whale researchers. 
Recorded with range finder at northern end of Saturna Island ISZ for 2020 & 2021

No Fines Issued For Any Of These Infractions

And, we found –



Key findings
1. Year round presence of whales (including SRKW)

2. Despite marine mammal & fishing regulations, recreational boaters often 

non-compliant (eg. distance from whales & illegal fishing)

3. Safe Places for SRKWs are critical * ISZs don’t work as designed (too small, not 

year round, compliance/enforcement inadequate)

4. For the 6 months ECHO program is operational, high compliance of 

commercial vessel slowdown 

Marlene Cummings



Next Steps
● Continue and share our research

● Incorporate hydrophones, infrared camera

● Work with other whale researchers, NGO partners, federal scientists & policy 
makers

● Advocate for year-round & enforceable sanctuaries for SRKW and year round vessel 
slowdown in Boundary Pass

● Advocate for no exceptions and enforcement of 400 m distance for all boats from 
all killer whales

Learn more at:
simres.ca

https://simres.ca/




ANCHOR OUT OF EELGRASS + SALISH SEA GREEN BOATING 

Jess Newley, Community Science and Education Manager

Friends of the San Juans



NEED

● Eelgrass is critical nursery habitat found at many popular anchorages 

● Salmon depend on eelgrass, Southern Residents depend on salmon!

● Increased boat traffic = crowded anchorages

● Multiple outreach campaigns to be shared with boaters



GOALS

● Give boaters the tools and resources to leave a small wake 

● Protect habitat that supplies food for Southern Residents Killer Whales

● Consistent messaging throughout Salish Sea

● Amplify other’s messages 

● Behavior change through Community Based Social Marketing



AUDIENCE

● Recreational Boaters

● Charter Companies

● Yacht Clubs 



Scan here for electronic 
brochure + map

OUTREACH METHODS

● Yacht Club Presentations

● Popular Boating Magazines

● Website- sanjuans.org/greenboating

● Printed Green Boating Brochure and Map

● On shore signs for boaters at anchorages

● Anchor out zones



SIGNAGE FOR ANCHORAGES



MEASURING SUCCESS

● Number of presentations, articles, and press 

● Monitoring compliance in Anchor out Zones 

● Number of Brochures and Placemats handed out

● Number of buoys installed



THANK YOU!
JESS@SANJUANS.ORG
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