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Interviewer's tape no.: NAFOH Accession rml 8 3 l. f..C">~004 

Anne Pierter 1 · ~ · ~ 

Interviewer: Anne Pierter Address: 311 Oxford Hall, Campus 

Interviewee: Mrs. Stewart Hodgman Address: 9 Lemon St. , Veazie, Me. 

Place of interview: 9 Lemon St. Date: 11/7/77 

Other people present: Water man came during the interview, also two neighbours 
stopped by. 

Equipment used: Sony T-25 

Tape: Brand: Scotch 

Cassette: Brand: 

Size reel: 5" 81.s mil 

C-30/C-60/C-120 

Speed: 1/ 7 /8 

Amount of tape used: (Side I): all (Side 2): 20 min. 

Brief description of contents: In the first interview we talked about General 
Veazie, the sawmill operations and where the workers lived, ice business, 
canoe factory, cigar operation, her childhood pranks, family history 
tracing names. the old families of the town, Aunt Hat and some of the 
other town characters. She ended the interview with her views on 
modern schools. 
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Opening announcement, purpose of interview 
explained. 

The town was officially incorporated in 1853. 
Formerly called Ward 7 of Bangor. gen. 
Veazie and other "pressured the legislature". 
At time of incorporation, the boundary gave 
Mount Hmpe Cemetary to Veazie, but later 
on Veazie gave it back. "I believe it was 
very generous of them." 
Gen. Veazie's home still in existence on State 
St. owned by Robt. Turner. His son's home, 
John Veazie, is !\.en Ra Y. 's house. 
Gen. Veazie had a bank, got into some trouble. 
"Me wasn't dishonest, he was independent." 
Coin collector shop owner in Central St., 
Bangor, has one o~ two of the original 
banknotes. 
Gen. ¥eazie was influential in getting the 
Veazie Railroad, but she was also told that 
he purchased it after it was already in ex
istence. The railroad went from Bangor 
to Stillwater. 
In the Stillwater bog one of the trains 
wrecked and the engine went into the bog. 
Mr. Cardin good person to talk to about it, 
says it's still there. Wreck about 100 
years ago (1895 from news clipping she 
showed me). 
True story about the Veazie Railroad. A 
lady in Stillwater lost one of her hogs after 
train hit it. She wanted the railroad to pay, 
but the~ wouldn't. To get even w~th them, 
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she took the hog and"tried" it. Trying 
is getting the fat out, that's how they 
made lard. She took the reamins and "greased 
the tracks all in good shape" and the train 
couldn't go, kept slipping on the tracks. 
That is how Hogtown got its name. "That's 
supposed to be true, but I wouldn't take an 
oath on it". 
Down in Veazie Park (off Hobson Ave.), settle
ment of Indians. There was an Indian squaw 
there that weighed close to 400 lbs. and 
sat in a pile of sawdust and wove baskets. 
Her name was Molly Mollaise. (Pronounced 
like mollasses) .Her aunt told her this story. 
Molly gave her aunt's mother a recipe for 
beet wine because aunt was thin and sup= 
posed to die. Mrs. Hodman's aunt lived to 
her late BO's. "So whatever it was M<hlly 
did for her, she done a darn good jo:6 . " 
Her mother's father was a ,Turner, Charles, 
and her mother was a Page. Her grandfather 
Turner's father was a James Turner, who 
was "born here, lived here and died here." 
Some of the other names of the old Veazie 
residents: Spencers, Smith (traced back 
to Capt. John Smith), Hawthornes, Lambert. 
There were a tremendous amount of mills 
between Veazie and Bangor, "and I guess 
Gen. Veazie owned or controlled every 
darn ·-·.cne of them". They would control a 
section of the river, and if you wanted 
to get your logs down to market you had 
to pay the man who owned the section on 
the river ii'1iorder to get by. "It's dirty 
pool, but th~ do it." 
She remembers the company houses. A long 
wooden building with a common veranda with 
separate tennants. "I know that the people 
that worked in[Jthe mill lived there". Located 
by the "plant• Nat qr<.,hcvv1 <5t~1'on pir'iri-t . .J 
~he canoe factory was where Stucco is now. 
Her father , who was from No~Brewer 
worked in the Canoe factory, that is how 
he met Mrs. Hodman's mother. He cained 
canoe seats for 20¢ each, The factory 
bu~ned in the 1920's. The Morris Canoe Factory. 
~e get up and wri,,,. +-n k.i +r.h1::m window where 
she shows me the ownl':l!ri:;' home] Belongs to 
Carol Toplift now. 
There was once a sort of hotel that her 
brother owned now, but she thinks that there 
was gambling "and all that sort of thing 
going on" so she isn't sure. She thought 
that possibl¥ some of the mill workers might 
have lived there, but most of them ~ust 
lived in there private homes. 
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A woman that she rented a house f rom had 
a stepfather that used to work in one of 
the mills. He 'd work from daylight to 
supper time, go back after supper and work 
until dark for $1.00 a day. 
At the site of the old town hall there once 
stood the Drinkwater Hall. Before that it 
was the Patrons of Husbandry Grange. 
When Mr . Dri nkwater bought the hall it was 
a cigar factory for a very short time. She 
things it was "The BCM Cigars". They rolled 
them by hand there. 
A long time ago there was a cooper, and her 
grandfather had a little blacksmith shop. 
He wam actually a cabinet maker, but also 
had the shop. There was a shoemaker in 
town for awhile. She thinqks that "tee 
majority of the people worked either in the 
mill, or then worked for the BR & E." 
Changes in the town, the old part remains 
about the same, but is expanding out in the 
other sections. Veazie is two miles square. 
In her re-collection they had a voting list 
of two hundress. Her school had 100 kids. 
"I can truthfully say that! used to be able 
to walk up the street, and every kid I met, 
I knew by name and they knew me. And I swear 
I even knew their dogs and their dogs' names. 
And now I don't hardly my next door neighbour." 
She blames the influx of people on the War 
and Dow Field. 
Hadn't heard about salmon catching with nets. 
When she was very young she used to swim in 
the Penobscot, but even then it was getting 
polluted and the fish were dying.Pollution 
began to get out of hand at least in the 
early'20's. Kids got impetego once. 
The old Veazie Dam was directly across the 
river from Lemon St •. Talks about a man 
who fell in the river in the 1930's. 
The old electric cars came theough Veazie 
and owned and operated by the old Bangor 
Railway and ~lectric Co., and later by the 
Bangor Hydro. In 1941 they ran the last 
car and put buses on. The "Last Car" would 
always leave at 11:00 p.m.~ The people that 
lived across the river would come across 
on Saturdays and do their shopping nights. 
"It Wet!! just was the way of life." A man 
and companion were walking across the ice 
back to the other side of the river after 
having taken the last car, and the man fell 
through. "The common, ordinary poor person ~ 
that was they way they went, they went on 1 

the car .. " The man's companion screamed for 
help at about 11:30 at night. "Well, ;if 
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you didn't go to town, you was in bed by 
11:30, because there was nothing else to do." 
A man got out of bed to save the man in his 
bare feet, and he and some others saved his 
life. She said he should've gone down Green 
St. because that was the path they made across 
the river. On Lemon St. the ice was weakened. 

526 Ice cutting was a pretty big business when 
she was a child. Her father used to cut ice 
by hand with saws, about 2 feet thick. They 
got 3 or 4¢ for each cake. Hauled by 
horses on a flat bed to buildings where 
surrounded by sawdust. Ice lasted way into 
hot weather. Getchell Brothers had a huge 
ice house on the Kendusieag R. 

547 She grew up mn the house next door. Her 
mother was born and brought up in the house 
on the corner of State St. and Lemon St. 
[559- man whi~rJina downstairs, it's her 
water man. l 

572 Her parents paid "the whole sum of $700" 
for their hoase, in 1923 or '24. "It 
was an old shack then, and believe me kiddo, 
it still is." The block bounded by Maple, 
Flagg, Olive, and Lemon Sts., was all owned 
by the Sproul family, Beniamin Soroul. 

586 Talks about her family lmts, her husband 
and she built their own home after he came 
back from the war. 

608 She never remembers a house raising, but 
"if one family was troubee they didn't have 
to worry because everybody turned to to help 

632 ~lfi~~e"• s0°o<fi'fP~1§.nf~1Ad tb~nt1t'ti1&tw~ ~<i~ly 
woman will let approach her while she is 
sick, is Mrs. Hodgman's husband, Stewart. 

"But that's personal, strike that.". 
636 For entertainment, she wasn't quite sure, 

but she remembers that years ago there 
was a Pumpkin Tavern. She thinks that~ 
the house that her brother owns is a 
"so called tavern". It /had a beautiful 
danse floor. But she supposes that they 
probably just went to bed. 

644 The first Monday in March every year, 
"and b9Y I mean the first Monday in March, 
no matter what the weather or anything", 
they held the town meeting. It was held in 
the daytime. "And the dear ladies always 
made a town meeting dinner." It took 11 
town meetings to vote for the building for 
the present town. 

655 For her entertainment, she can remember 
playing bridge and having bridge clubs. 
Also the church was more active than it is 
now. There were more children in the Sunday 
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school than were in the grammar school. 
It was a real religious community, but she 
remembers religious prejudice. She thinks 
that it came about during the Presidential 
election of 1928 when Al Smith ran against 
Hoover. That's when she first became aware 
of it. She remembers them saying, "Well, 
if he's elected, the Pope ~ft of Rome will 
move right into the White House." 
There used to be five churches in town, but 
not in her time. They were all incorporated 
into the Congregational Church in 1838. 
This was before Veazie was Veazie. It was 
originally called the Veazie "Congo" Church 
because it was a collection of all of them. 
Now it's called the United Church of Christ. 

CA.n11ouncement of the end of Tape 1, Side_l] 
;:"Announcement ;:it- +ho ,..,.,,._c:i n,..,ina of Tane 1. Side ~ 
Dingbat Pro~ty was before her time. There 
was a character, "I'd rather not mention his 
name, let's call him the town drunk." He used 
so drink for a period of tww or three weeks. 
When he ran out of money he used to go door 
to door and ask people for anything to dtink. 
"As long as it was wet it didn't matter". 
she thinks that there were probably a lot of 
other characters around, "probably, I'm one 
of them". Then she tells of some of her 
pranks. 
At the crossing where the railroad tracks 
cross the main road by Consumers' Oil, there 
used to be a crossing tender's little house, 
because there were no lights to signal. They 
like the daytime tender, Mr. Crocker, by they 
used to "make life miserable" for t e night 
tender. It was an annual event the night 
before the 4th of July to bombard the shack 
where the tender was. "And he would come out 
and throw a stove cover at us." 
When asked if there were any people that she 
feared as a child, she began to talk about 
A1mt Hat Mi 11 er, who used to run "the house 
of ill repute". M,;r s. Hedman says that she 
was a harmless old lady, but they received 
the bad impression of her from their parents. 
She personally thought Aunt Hat was a witch. 
She always dressed in black. When she was 
older she began to roam around the streets. 
This was probably because she was senile. 
She used to like to talk ~eett~ to children, 
and tell them stories about the good old 
days. Mrs. Hodgman says she never swore. 
She supposedly had a son named ~arry. Her 
business was "bad houses, if you will". 
She heard about the beautiful horses that Aunt 
Hat owned. She had coal black horses, fou~ 



Interviewer's tape # 

Index NAFOH 

11.25009 
NAFOH Accession# \ 183 2 Catalog pg.# 6 

l 
Int. 

157 

173 

187 

206 L 

242 

361 

407 

429 

Catalog 

She would drive the horses around on Sunday, 
and dress her girls all up, and they would 
drive around "nodding and bowing and smiling 
to the rest of the people, and some of the 
dear ladies would turn their back on them." 
She begins to talk about her qrandmother, 
who was very proper but also very large. 
She always made sure her corsett was in~ tact. 
She would criticize her sister-in-law across 
the street, who was also very large because 
she had "no stays on, flopping sown the street." 
Tells of the time her grandfather bumped his 
head on the stageing outside of the door he 
was fixing. He said, "Well good morming Jesus, 
you're up early this morning." Mrs. Hodgman 
went in and told her grandmother that Grampy 
was out there talking to ~esus. He caught it. 
Talks bbout her grandfather's horse, Ned. 
Jason Church was an old man in Veazie, who 
would humanely destroy your animals. He took 
care of Old Ned. 
honA .,..;na~ +-::1no n-Ff for 3 minutAsl Talks 
about Milton Crocker, she has a photocopied 
picture of him. He lost his leg in a railroad 
accident. They ased to call him ",Pick". 
"The loss of that leg was no hand.i:'cap." 
Owned the pink across the street from her house 
on Lemon St. When his daughter got married, 
he made her an apartment by raising the roof 
all by himself to add another storey for her. 
This is the one who was the day crossing tender 
She has a picture of their old school house. 
It was two rooms originally, four grades down 
and four grade up. Later it divided into 
four with two grades per rooms. Then she begins 
to talk about the new school standing today. 
She doesn't like the concept of the open 
school. 
She doesn't think the teachers are as qualif~ed 
asd as dedicated as they used to be. 
[Stopped tape for 1 min.I She was a good 
disiplinarian. 
elosing announcement, end of interview wi~h 
Mrs. Stewart Hodgman of 9 Lemon St., Veazie, 
Maine on November 7, 1977. 
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Interviewer: Anne Pierter 

Interviewee: Mrs. Stewart Hodgman 

Address: 311 Oxford Hall, Campus 

Address: 9 Lemon st. , Veazie, Me. 

Place of interview: Hodgman home Date: 12/9/77 

Other people present: Mr. Hodgman, and their daughter, Gail. 

Equipment used: Sony 

Tape: Brand: Scotch 

Cassette: Brand: 

Size reel: 5 11 I mil/1.5 mil Speed: 1 7/8 ips 

C-30/C-60/C-120 

Amount of tape used: (Side I): one hour (Side 2): One hour 

Brief description of contents: Mrs. Hodgman talked about the various sliding 
places around town and the accidents, how they tobogganed, skied, 
skated, the time they stole the sleigh and ran over a ;horse, the 
duties of her mother raising nine children, all the chores, the 
food process, when she eloped, she explained the photos she len t me, 
like the watering trough outside of the store across from the Town Hall, 
the trolley lines, the train wreck of 1895. This was my second 
interview with her, and she was as helpful as before. 
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[Opening announcement] 
[Purpose of interview wxplained, beginning of 
interview.] I asked about the women's role, 
and what a normal day-,.uwould be like for her 
mother. "Very hectic. 11 Her father was a 
painter and a paper hanger, so in the summer 
they prepared for the winter. Her five brothers 
were good hunters so they always had deer meat 
and "heaven help us, rabbit''. The kids used 
to pick berries and can them, and they had 
mince meat. The Qavis family on the Chase Rd. 
would let them pick apples in the orchard. 
HEr mother's day would start at 6:00 and end 
at 11 or 12 that night. "Because she used 
to say that, 'You cannot do more than be busy 
all the time'". 
On Saturday, she cooked all day long. She 
would use a bag of flour a week, and a bag 
weighed 24 pounds. For noon meal she cooked 
a peck of patatoes and the left overs were 
eated at night with the hot biscuits she made 
every night. One of her phobias was running 
out of butter and having to use margarine. 
Monday was always wash day, and Tuesday she 
ironed, Saturday was baking day. She remembers 
this because she had to wahs the dishes after he 
The other days she can't remember her haveing a 
toutine. 
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Also, her mother always washed the floor on 
Saturdays. Sfte always knit and crocheted for 
them. 

120 She recalled the time that her mother kicked 
a panel out of the kitchen door because the 
father didn't put the door knob on that had 
fallen off. She was tryin~ to stop a couple 
of her sons from fighting in the backyard, and 
that was the only way that she could get their 
attention to yell at them. When the father 
came home she said to him, "' Bill, if you 
don't fix that door, I'm going to kick a 
panel out of you. ' " 

138 Another funny story she remembers about home, 
was the time that the leg gave out on the 
stove and knocked the tank next to that that 
they used to store water in for washing dishes. 
Bhe asked her son, ~k to do something after 
the water spilled out all over the kitchen 
floor. He replied, "'Ma, who do you thinlg I 
am Houdini or Hurcules?'" 

159 When they were young they used to pick berries 
and save their m oney to buy fireworks for 
July 4th. They kept them all upstairs. Somehow 
someone wet the firecrackers off and set off 
the rest of them. HEr mother went ot the foot 
of the stairs to see what was going on and just 
then a skyrocket came down by her head. "That 
set the fireworks off as far as my mother was 
concerned right there." 

176 They used to have a "crazy old Plymouth Hawk 
rooster", and one time they gave therooster 
some alcohol soaked corn. The alcohol came 
from the supply that theri father used to thin 
down paint for his business. "You never have 
seen a happier rooster than he was." The 
rooster was nosey so they cllled him Dick after 
their very nosey neighbour. 

193 When they canned and preserved they did it 
as the things came along. Everything was in 
glass jars, with no pressure cooker. They 
put the jars in a big canning kettle and boiled 
them. The jars had screw caps, and see remem
bered very few things spoiling. Before they 
were put in the basement her mother always 
turned the jars upside down overnight, and that 
way she would know the next morning if they 
were going to leak. When she peeled apples, 
she always saved the peelings and cooked those 
for jelly. She would filter it into the ;ar 
kettle by placing the cooked peelings into 
a pillow slip suspended on the bake of the 
chair with a broom handle,and letting it drip! 
all night. 

223 The ckildren finally pursuaded the mother n to 
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preserve whole eggs in shell by placing them 
in a water glass with silicate of soda, and 
they would last all winter. Mother used to 
say that it was all right but the whites wouldn't 
whip up good. M,rs. Hodgman thinks that she 
was prejudiced. 

238 Most of the meat was cooked and canned right 
when it was brought home unless it could be 
hung outside and salted. HEr five brothers 
were hunters so they always had a lot of game. 
They used to b~y potatoes by the barrel, and 
mollases and 9inegar by the gallon. 
When the families could they would have their 
own garden, or they would go to a place where 
they could use some of the land. They went 
to their grandfather's because their land 
wasn't suitable for it. She thinks that if 
you do it properly, farming is about the 
hardest work there is. 

288 They had a cow for a while, even though they 
had no place to keep her given to her by 
her grandfather, she was named Molly. She 
was a Jersey and gave good milk. Everyonce 
in a while her mother_ would put milk in a 
large pan and skim off the cream to make butter, 
and cottage cheese. She would say that hers 
was a typical family, typically large and poor. 

304 AFter her family had grown, her mother did 
midwifery. Sometimes ~uelah helped her. 
Someone asked her mother now she could find 
time to do it, and her mother replied, "' After 
12 pregnancies, I guess I know as much about 
it as anybody else does.'" She had nine 
living children. Buelah can remember her little 
brother that died when she was 3 1/2 or 4. 
He was only 10 days old when he died, his 
name was Cecil. 

326 They were al l born at home and their mother 
saw only one of the children get married. All 
married except one brother. She talks about 
her marriage, she was the first to get married. 
They eloped, got married in Waterville a few 
minutes before midnight. Her gusband had to 
go to work the next morning, so when they got 
back to Veaxie they went to their separate 
homes. They wnated to know where she had been 
and when she showed her marriage license to 
her brother .Bill, he said, "'You poor little 
fool, turn out the lights, and get to bed.'" 
When her baby brother got married she was able 
to see it. She was a Catholic, and her mother 
overlooked her prejudice of mixed marriages. 

405 Her brother and mother used to fight over 
religion. He was going to the University and 
he was interested in sciences. He couldn't 
s~e the reason for believing in God. 

~ ~ 
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One day she said, "'Well, bhere's one thing, 
scientists have never yet been able to 
create a human baby." And he replied, 
"'But we're working on it, Ma.'" 
She believes that history rep~eats itself. 
An example, wood burning. She thin~s that 
people are turning back to the simpler times. 
She believes that the last world wa~ straightened 
people out. She cann6t forgive a deserter, 
but she could go for amnesty. 
She talked about her son when he turned 18. 
They had no problem with World War II because 
we had been attacked, but she felt that Viet
nam was different. She thinks that General 
MacArthur shold have 11w1D.ipped the pants off 11 

t h e Koreans, because we showed the eommunist s 
our weakness. 
Her mother's half brother was on the Eisenhouer 
staff during the war, and he said that the 
Roosevelt administration would prove itself 
in history to be the most evil. 
I ask her to explain the picuures she has 
lent me. [Photo l] Veazie School, 1892, 
on Rock St .. It had to be one of the first. 
It was grades 1-9. Her brother owns the buildin~ 
or the land wheee the building stQod to the 
left of the schoolhouse. Her brother, Waldo. 
The building to the left of the schoolhouse 
used to one of ill repute. The schoolhouse 
is gone now, too. [Photo 2] On fromt says 
Veazie Me. 130, Mr. and Mrs. Al Gilman, 
State St. She said the picture was taken 
in the early 1900's (1900-04. 1'1.t"s. Leary 
ownes the home now. [Phote 3]0n front says, 
Olive St. Veazie Me., 122. I ask her about 
the old truck and its contents. In front of 
it the wagon and horse. The house on the 
extreme right has a woman sitting on the porch. 
M.rs. Hodgman was told that if the woman was 
alive today she would be 150 years old. 
Ben Akins owns the house in the left of the 
picture now, and the original owners of the 
house were named Soroul, "What General Veazie 
didn't own the Sprouls did." The house on 
the right with the woman on the porch became 
an apt. house by Wadleigh, the owner of Governer 
restaurant, in Stillwater.She tried to find 
out about the elms that lined the streets. 
She did disc6ver that the original plan was 
for efvery street to be 60 feet wide. But 
they weren't. The zoning laww now require 
more space for less c~owding. 
[Photo 4] on front,'Mcpheters home on Oak Hill. 
Vesta Welch' That family was one of the 
earlier ones in Veazie. The hause is about 
the same now as it was then. 
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One of the ladies in the picture (possibly 
the woman on the far right) was Vesta Welch 
and she was the seamstress in town for years. 
Oak Hill is located by the river on the 
road parallel to the Riverr Road. It's 
the hill behind the big white house on the 
corner. You go part WJY up and it's Oak Hill, 
then the rest of it is Grove St. Oak Grove 
was originally given to "the ladies of the 
town". It was supposed to be a place for 
picnics for them. 
[Photo 5] "Corner Main and Olive Sts. Veazie, 
Me., 133." The car track is in fromt of 
the store, and there was a watering trough 
in front where the girls used to congregate. 
Next to the store is a brick building where 
they used to have a barber shmp and a pool 
hall downstairs. "That was another place 
Vhete us kids were supposed to stay away 
from." 
The homes were used mainly for social gatherings 
for the kiss. She believes that this shomld 
still be the case, instead of sending the 
kids off somewhere. "Why should the taxpayers 
be babysitters?" 
Feels that parents should prepare for parent
hood, and if they can't take the time to do 
it, why should they be one. They did a lot 
work with the Cub Scouts. 
She talks about the disorder of the present 
Veazie elementary school, then relates her 
schoml regimination. To leave, first your 
desk would have to be in order, then the 
teacher would say, "'Position'", so you had 
to turn around and fold your hadns on the desl. 
Then she'd say "'Turn" and you turned, and 
then she's say "Rise" and you'd rise, and 
then she's say "Pass" and the aisles would 
follow each other out in succesion. 
She says it wouldn't work today. 
I ask her about the train wreck that she talked 
about in the last interview. [Photos 6 and 7] 
The wreck was down on the Veazie Flats, just 
below School St. going towards Bangor. Two 
trains collided head on. Photo 6 shows 
a cable that they nied on to one of the cars 
to pull over. Her iather told her that it 
was h&s father that tied the cable on there. 
Happened around 1895. 
She talks about the Graystone Farm [Photo 10] 
Was on the trailer conrt today. Her earliest 
recollection of the owners were Austin and 
Marjory Jones. They constructed the buildings 
except the barn around 1941. It's all built 
out of natural stone from the land there. 
There are motel cabins on the land. 
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At its heigth, they had a dairy and delivered 
milk all around. Theyalso raised sheep but 
they were diseased, and he had to discontinue. 
They made their own ice cream and sold it in 
the front stone building. Mrs. Jones made 
"simply gorgeous fudge". This past year they 
discontinued the motel. After he got rid of 
his cows he sbought his own milk. She worked 
for them in 1947-48. She was the supervisor 
over the high school girls in the cabins. 
The Janes Fami~y is willing now to turn the 
ice cream building over to the town for a 
library. 
[End of Side 1 Tape 1 with Buelah Hodgman] 
I ask her about her sliding hills. The 
hill that they used to slide on the most was 
the Dickey or Oak Hill. But there was a problem 
with Corporation Hill. When slidmng from Oak 
Hill you could collide with the sliders from 
the other hill. One bad accident finally hap
pened with a bobsled. The bo:j7was very seriously 
hurt. After that they tried to all slide on 
the same hill at one time. One p£ their pranks 
was the time that they stole a man's old fashione 
sleigh. It didn't have any seat, but that 
didn't stop them. They would all climb into 
it, and "it would go like the dickens." The 
man that they stole it form came after them. 
He was leading his horse and they hit the 
horse with the sleigh, the horse went down 
and ill the kids scattered. He ran after 
Buelah, and her mother couldn't believe that 
Buelah would do that. It was old Sammy Chick. 
Sometimes they used to start on Bridge HiLL, 
near the present overhead bridge. Then it was 
a much steeper hill. They'd start on the hill 
come down Lemon St., and then out onto the 
ice on the river. They'd use to skate on 
the river and have a big bonfire. "We made 
our own good time, becausse there was nothing 
else to do." 
When she went to school, no girls wore pants.' 
She wonders now why they didn't freeze when 
they went out skating. [Her daughter, Gail, 
comes in.] 
[REferring back to photo 10] I ask her of 
the hill behing Graystone Farm. It was called 
Western's Hill. Belonged to part of the Jones 
farm •• There was a pond in there that they 
used to skate on also, Western's Pond. 
There was a trail there that they could ski 
on. They used to start their winter's activitief 
short!~ after Halloween. She recalls that 
Western's Pond was also called Swett's Pond. 
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With the trolley cars, the one that went through 
Veazie was the Old Town run, and there was on 
that went out to Charlstown, to Brewer and 
H11mpden. "It was a passing of an era." The 
last car to make the last run was in March, 
1941. Charles 
[Photo 11] A photo of her g~andfatner Turner's 
home on Main St, her mother was born and 
brought up in that house. 
W0d finish talkingabout the pictures and she 
begins to talk about the Lamies' Aid. Once 
a year they would go up to the Gardener Rd. 
in Orono to a former Veazie resident, Mrs. 
Smith, who still belonged to the Veazie Ladies' 
Aid. Sometime in the summer they would go 
there for the picnic. Nan Spencer on the 
Chase Rd. would take her "jigger" wagon and 
load up the ladies for their trip to Orono. 
One year they were going up and the horse fell 
down. 
The last day of school they used to hire an 
electric car and go down tio Dorothy Dix Park 
in Harnden and go swimming there. It would 
cost them 16 dollars to hire that special car. 
The teachers and mothers and infant children 
go along also. 
Graduation excercises from.grammar school 
were always held in the church (hers included.) 
They always had the 7th and the 8th grade 
sit together because the clawses were so small. 
The 8th graders would resent it because the 
7th graders "were mere children". The mothers 
would decorate the church with flowers from 
the garden. That was the only public building 
in town. 
At Christmas time they would have a tree in 
the church and Santa Claus would come to visit. 
Her uncle was a big stout man, "and he was a 
great Santa Claus". There was one little boy 
who shouted when he saw Siill.t..a, 11

' Jesus Christ 
it's Santa Claus!'" They woilld all get 
popcorn in a mesh bag and hard candy "which 
nobody eats". 

'1> e-0 309 She talks about another project going on about 
VEazie by a t•acher writing for 5th and 6th 
grade level. 
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She talks about the pictureaf the baseball 
team, her husband and brothers were on it. 
On one side is a formal team picture, and on 
the other side they are practicing. 
When the team traveled, any of the town members 
that could would go, and take a picnic along 
with them •• One time in Aurora, she stepped 
into a hornet's nest and caused quite a 
commotion. 
She remembers the team being close knit, so 
there was no 4ealousy. "Those were the good 
old days, but who wants them." 
She talks about some of the tragedies in town~~O'' ~ 
Over by her brother's gnn shop off Lemon St., 0-4~ 
one man killed another with an axe. 

When she was very young, a man shot his 
sweetheart on Thoppson's Point. He shot her 
ear off. The man was insane. She played him 
on, then laughed at him. 
Her cousing shot himself at 17. And that 
winter there were two or three people that 
hung themselves. "A suicidal trend". She 
points to a man in the team photo, and said 
he took his life, too. 
She wouldn't favor taking pilling to end your 
life. "It's a pretty gruesome prodeedure to 
have your stomach pumped out". 
"Go.Q. gave you your life, that is his gift to 
you. And what you do witrh your life is your 
gift to him." 

She gets up and reads a philosophy off the 
bulletin board behind her. 
She asks what is coming out of this project. 
She is going to go out and take pictures of 
ner-senis-new-heme-an~ the old houses and 
buildings in townn. She gets up to get the 
photo album ans shows me the »arious stages 
in her son's home. Then she talks about her 
son and his wmfe. The son's lot was all 
wilderness. 
She shows me a picture of her oldest granddaught 
Then she has a picture of a house that was just 
built on Lemon St., the last lot down on the 
left hand side. In her house "there's a lot 
of blood and sweat and tears". She talks 
about the various occurences in the building 
of the house. The story of the ijouse was going 
to be put into Better Homes and Gardens, but 
it never was. The most they ever owed on the 
house was $600 for heating for the ;ae house. 
A man from Bar Harbor came to the door one 
day and pressured her into selling it. 
She talks about an old antique table that a 
woman gave ~~ to her. 
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M.x;s . Hodgman relates their woes about the 
kitchen floor, and the new one they had to 
install. "Everything we get, we get the 
hard way." Another example was the second 
hand range stove she bought that was filled 
with cockroaches,."A bushel and Peck" of them. 
Her stove and refridgerator gave them a little 
trouble with children getting into them. 
"It's anf!! interesting life, I'm telling you." 
She tells about some of the electrical night
mares she has had to contend with because 
her husband liked to have them around. 
[End of the interview with Mrs. Stewart 
Hea'Jl'l'an. ] 
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ANNIVERSARY MEDITATIONS 

Dear little church by the side of the _road 
What changes in life you have seen. 
The slow-moving horses of yester-year 
Have been replaced by cars speeding by; 
Fashions for ladies and men, young and old, 
How different they've grown through the years! 
Relaxed social standards more freedom have given 
And altered our manners of living. 
Yet through all these on-rolling years 
You have been a beacon of faith for mankind. 
Conceived by a dedicated people who 
Felt the need for a place for all to worship our God, 
Still today beneath your roof we find peace 
As we gather to pray and sing praises 
To the One who is our Guide and Stay. 
Dear little church by the side of the road 
\Ve bring you our heartfelt devotion. 
May your doors ever stand open wide; . 
May your walls resound with true gospel 
Preached from the heart and the soul of your pastors 
To a host of reverent mankind. 

~ersis Messer 

HISTORY OF VEAZIE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

On Saturday, May 5, 1838, when the present town of Veazie was known as 
North Bangor, a group of citizens interested .ill uniting in a church of Christ, met 
at the home of Snmuel L. Valentine • .Simon Nowell was chosen moderator and 
Willfam Valentine secretary of the meeting. It was voted that a committee be ap
pointed for the purpose of inviting a council to assemble on the twenty-third of the 
month at nine o'clock in the forenoon at the home of Mr. Samuel Valentine to take 
into consideration the expediency of orgamzmg a church on Congregational prin
ciples, or to advise the professors of religion and others who are desirous of uniting 
in a church of Christ in the neighborhood, to such a course as said council shall 
deem proper fo r them to pursue. It was voted that Simon Nowell, Samuel v alen
tine. and Nahum Warren be this committee. 

On May 22, 1838, an Ecclesiastical Council convened at the home of Samuel. 
Valentine and voted that a Congregational Church be organized in the village to 
be called ·the Congregational Church of North Bangor. It was voted to recom
mend as the basis of the organization the Confession of Faith and Covenant 
adopted by the First Congregational Church of Bangor. On June 19, 1838, the pub
lic services were performed at the schoolhouse when the following people gave 
thier assent to the Confession of Faith and Covenant and were organized intoo a 
Church of Chr ist : Simon Nowell. Samuel Valentine. J,Jilly Nowell, and Sarnh Yal
.entine. from Bangor; Dearborn Chase and Nancy Chase from Tamworth, New 
.Hampshire; Nahum WeI'.Wl, Clarissa Warren, illiam alfil!.~ Sarah Howard, 
Rutl1 Chase, and Henry Chase. The sermon of organiz11.tion was given by the Rev
erend Wooster Parker, who also served as the scribe; the consecrating prayer by 
the mo"derator. The fellowship of the church was xpres:.ed by the rReverend Walter 
Lewis. 

On June 9, 1839, Heruy Chase was chosen a delegate to the Penobscot Con
ference of Christian Churches. The records show that these conferences were held 
regularly at which the church of Norili Bangor was reprt:scntcd, usually by two 
delegates. 

The church records indicate there were twenty members on May ::!O, 1844. 
The church was built by its members who raised money for building materials 

by selling rights to pews for the sum of $28.00 which gave pew rights to them, 
their heirs, and assigns forever. 

The church was dedicated on Thursday, March 29, 1845, with a sermon by 
Reverend Maltby and a prayer by Revere.nd Page. 

On January 13, 1851, it was voted to suspend a sister for misconduct. 
In 1853 General Samuel Veazie journeyed to Augusta and persuaded the 

legislature to allow orth Bangor, known as Ward 7, to separate from Bangor and 
to be inctuporated as Veazie. On January 30, 1856, the name of the church was 
changed to Congregational Church of Veazie. 

On Maich 26, 1860, a church member was suspended "for not attending the 
private meetings of the church and absenting himself from the worship of ~ upon 
the Sabbath and also for improper behavior as a Christian." 

July 26, 1860, was a memorable day in the history of the church, for on that 
day Reverend Smith Baker was ordained as pastor, a position which he held until 
1868 when he accepted the pastorate of the Park Street Congregational Church .. 
in Boston. 

In March, 1862, a brother was suspended "until such time as he shall repent ~ 
and return to his Savior and his duty." At the same meeting a sister was excom- N 
municated for "constant neglect of the Church Conference which she has conven- )!! 
ated to observe and refraining from coming to the Holy Sacrament without a rea- '-" 
sonable excuse, by her unchristian sentiments publicly expressed, by her indiHer- N 
ence to her religious duties in forsaking the church which she has promised to ~ 

~. tn~. 



W'lll; with, an<l hv her impropriety of ronduct she ha.~ edn<:ed to the d 1urch a 
?eflnite proof _that she either never .was born again or if so, that she was apostat
ized, and havmg been conversed with she refused to manifest sorrow." 

In March, 1863, another sister asked forgiveness of the church and promised 
to repent her "!!Teat imprudence in deportment" as a result of which the commit
tee recommended that her confession be accepted. At the same meeting a sister 
\\' :1s s11spended as an "offending member," and a brother was excummunicated for 
"impropriety of conduct." Often the "improprieties" consisted of card playing and 
dancing. The excommunications were announced "with sorrow that such a neces
ity is forced upon .us," and with a prnyer that, ·~have mercy on the soul" of 
the offender. Occas1onall -, a suspended member was reinstated. 

On September 11, 1865, the following resolves were passed: 
1. Resolved : that the Deacons be requested to visit any church member ab

senting him or herself from the Communion Table and labor with such for their 
return. 

2. Resolved: that as a church we consider the attending of dancing schools 
and balls as inconsistent with Christian character, and from this date any member 
of ti·is church so doing shall not be considered in good standing and is subject to 
discipline. 

3. Resolved: that financial honesty is the duty of professing Christians and that 
any member is justly subject to discipline who disregards it, and the case of a 
Brother be referred to the Deacons as a committee to report as soon as convenient. 

There a.re no church records from May 31, 1866, until October 31, 1902. On 
the latter d te a meeting was held of all who were desirous of becoming an in
('Orporated religious society. As a result, the church was incorporated on November 
12, 1902, under the name of Veazie Congregational Church. 

The lot upon which the church stand,; was deeded January l, 1845, by John 
T. Clark to the North B!IIlgor Congreg:1tional Society which was not an incor
porated body and therefore, had no legal power. However, upon petition of the 
Busine s Committee on September 4, 1903, the Supreme Judicial Court in Equity 
decreed that the property be conveyed to the Veazie CongTegational Church, a 
corpor:i.tion under the laws of the State of Maine. 

At thjs lime, it was voted to insure the church for 6ve years for $1000.00 at 
a cost of $30.00. 

In the lntter part of the la~"! century there were also a Methodist Church, now 
the residence of '.Mr. Alvah Doane, and a Freewill Baptist Church which became 
Penobscot Hall and later the reliidence of....Mt. an u3Jm.._ 

A new bell, still in use, was installed in the belfrey in 1898. 
On September 13, 1906, a beautiful memO.l'ial window was dedicated to the 

Reverend Smith Bt1ker. The Ladies Aid raised the money by subscription. The 
window co~'t $150.00. and the labor was 29 cents per hour. Other memorial 
windows were given in memory of ~th and Mary Dexter, Nahum and Clara 
Warren. and Emma J. SmJth Pa~ --- -

On June 3, 1938, the church held a centennial anniversary in Penobscot Hall 
with the Ladies Aid serving the banquet. Mr. Raymond Fielder was minister at this 
time. The spet1ker of the evening was Reverend Rensel Colby,, student pastor from 
1909-1911. The title of his address was OutretJch of the Church . The anniversary 
sennon, The Challenge of the Forward Look, was delivered by Reverend Haw 
Tru it, D.D., Presideat of the ~angor Theological Seminary and student pastor of 
U1c cl urch in 1911 and 1912. 

Easter Sunday, 1949, a communion plate was presented in memory of 
Annie ~loholland by her husband and daughters. The next Easter, another plate 

was given in memory of Mrs. Gladys King by her family. 
In 1951, Vea~ie Grange provi~ed new steps with railings and two tubs of 

flowers on each side of the bulletm board. The Grange also presented an altar 
cloth in 1959 and has contributed to the Floral Fund. 

On September 20, 1953, a candelabra was dedicated in memory of Mrs. 
Lilli:m M. Turner, clerk of the church for many years. 

. In October, 1955 •. collection plates, given by Alton McPheters in memory of 
his mother, Mrs. Amue McPheters, were resilvered and presented to the church 
for church services only, by Mrs. Ida Colby. 

January 19, 1958, a cross and candlesticks were given in memory of ..Louise.. 
Qlmsti:ad by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Roland Olmstead. 

On January 26, .19.58, .wax followers and three dozen candles were presented 
by fyir. and Mrs. Hemnch m memory of their infant daughter, Brenda Ruth. 

The_ Veazie Garden Club landscaped the grounds in 1958, gave an organ lamp, 
four ch01r robes and $12.00 for collars for the choir robes in 1960. This club also 
gave a gavel and $25.00 for the Floral Fund in 1962 and presented the flowers for 
this anniversary, 1963. 

~· William Pickard. an~ Mrs. Morita Springer presented choi:r music, pulpit 
cloth, and platform curtains m memory of Mrs. W11lium Pickard, who had served 
as church organist. 

The present Bible was given by, _Reverend Harry Trust to replace one given by 
Sinith Baker in 1866. 

A motion picture projector was purchased by the youth groups in 1958. 
In June, 1958, the Colby Memorial Room was dedicated in honor of Reverend 

R,.ense) H Colhy. 
On May 23, 1959, a fine Hammond Organ, purchased with contributions from 

members an~ friends, was dedi~ated with a recital by Mr. W·ilfrid Tremblay. Mr. 
]oseph Heclnck was pastor a:t thIS time. 

In March, 1960, the platform, posts, and railings were removed from the sanc
tuary; and partitions were made for Sunday School rooms in the Colby Room. 

The Girl Scouts gave bookmarks in March, 1962. 
Trust funds were established in memory of John Towle, Martin McPheters, 

Mrs. Isabelle Hathorn. R. E. Hathorn. Miss Flora Weed~ and Flora McPheters 
Bachelder. A contribution was made for the Building Fuad in memory of Orris 
Harkness. A contribution to the Organ Fund in memory of Mrs. Lunetta McPheters 
Burden was received. 

It would be impossible to mention the multitude of services performed over 
the years by. the La~ies Aid, a groap of dedicated women, who have not only kept 
the church m repair but who have done much toward financing the current ex
penses; and at times, actually have kept the church in existence. Certainly, these 
ladies deserve much praise. 

Commendation should be given to Miss Addie Weed, who has served efficient
ly as clerk since February 6, 1949; and in addition, bas typed the existing records 
into a Bethany Church Record, which was indeed a tremendous task. ~ 

On April 30, 1961, the church became part of the United Church of Christ. ~ 
Thus have passed the first hundred and twenty-five years of the Veazie Con- N 

gregational Church. C/1 
May it continue to grow and prosper in the years that lie ahead! 

Helen Hathorne Todd !:i 
Typing by courtesy of Mrs. Edward Thomas 'W' 
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PASTORS, FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF VEAZIE 

Supplies or vacant ........ .. ,, .................. ............................................... . 1838 to 1845 
Rufus \\'illiam Emerson ..... ........... ..... .................................................... 1845 to 1846 
D.m.iel Smith Talcott .. .... ............. .... ................. ................... ......... .. ........ .. . 1846 to 1849 

Supplies or vacant .. ..... ............ ... ......................... ....... .................. ..... 1849 to 1858 
Smith B:iker ......... ......... .. .......... ............... ......... .. .. .. ............... '" ........ ... .... .... 1858 to 1867 
\\"illi:un Foster Obear .... .................. ............... ........... .. .......... ...... ...... ... .... 1867 to 1868 

Suppues or vacant .......... .. ............................ .. .... ..... ............ ........ .... .... 1868 to 1886 
<;l1:irles Bums Wathen ............. ......... ..... ........... .............. ...... .. ..... .. .. ...... ..... 1886 to 1888 

SuppHes or vacant .......................................... ............................. ...... 1888 to 1890 
\ g gil 'William Blaclrman ........................ ..................... ........... ... ................. 1890 to 1891 
Francis Arthur Sanborn .. ., .................... _ .................................... ....... ......... . 1891 to 1894 

Supplies or vacant ...... ........ ........ .... ..... .. ... .. .. .... .... .. ...... ... .......... ........ 1894 to 1895 
Herbert Edwin Lombard ........ ............................. .... .. .. .... ........ .. ..... ......... ... 1895 to 1896 
l'tobert Robertson Morson ...... ........................... .. .... .... .. ..... ... ... .. ....... ..... ... 1896 to 1897 

Supplies or vacant ....... .. ....... ......... .. ......... .. .. .. ..... ..... .. ... ... ..... .... ... .. .. 1897 to 1900 
Charles \"\'illiam Howkins ···· - ············· ......... ... ........ ........... ................ ... ... 1900 to 1902 
Edwin Call Brown .... . ............ .. ....... . ............ ........................... ... .......... ..... 1902 to 1905 
FrederiCk William Foote ... .. ................... ........... ...... ............ .. .. ... ............... 1905 to 1908 
Stephen Christitl.n Lang ........ ............ ................. .......... ... ....... ............... .. ... 1908 to 1909 
Hensel Rarotd Colby ... .......... ....... ... ...... .. ......... .. .. ..... ....................... .... ... .. . 1909 to 1911 
H)b?I Trust .... . ............................................. ............. ..... ........ .......... ...... 1911 to 1912 

"Ro ert William McClure ...... .. ..... .. .. .... ... .... ..... .... .... .. ... ... .... ... ... ... .. ... .. .. .... 1912 to 1914 
'FrederiCk Rudolph Dixon .... ......... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ........ ... .. ... .. ..... .... ... .......... .... 1914 to 1916 
]esse Churchill Donahue ...... ............................. ..... .. .......... .. ....... .. ........... . 1916 to 1918 
Thomas Foxall, Ir . ........................ ............... .... ...... ........ .. ... ............... .. ........ 1918 to 1919 
_-\.lhert Bernard Ke~ll ........ ................. ... ............................ ............. 1919 to 1922 
Walter E bert~· le ......... .............. ... .............. .. ........... ...... .......... 1922 to 1923 

ru • Roosevt>l t Hamilton .... .... .... ............... ... ... .. .. .... .... ... ... ... .. .. ... ...... .. 1923 to 1925 
Sunmer Frands Johnson ............... .. ......... ... . ............ .. ..... .. .. ... .... ... .. ... .... . 1925 to 1927 
c .. an Arthur Dc:in _ ....... ................... ..... .............. ... .. .... .. ................ ..... 1927 to 1931 

.Parcnce Walter Hnrvcy ... ...... .... .... .............. .. .... ........ .. ... .. ... .. ... ... ...... .. ... 1931 to 1933 

9
-\.rthur W:tllace .. _ ...... ......... .... ................ ........ .. ..... ........ .. .............. ... ...... .. . 1933 to 1935 
l\:iymood Edward Fiedli;:r .. ........ .... ... .. ... .. ....... ... ..... .. .. .... ..... ........ ........ .. .. 1935 to 1938 
Enrl Damon Greenlaw .......... . .... .. ... ............ ..... .. ... .. , ........ ... .... ...... .. .... ... .. 1938 to 1939 
George St nley Keag_ ... ...... ... ... ... ... ......... : ... .. ...................... .. ... ... ........ .. ... 1939 to 1940 
Wilbur Putman Parke.r .. .... .. ... .. . .... .. .... ... ....... .... ........ ......... ... ......... ..... .. 1940 to 1942 
J ohn Peters '"-'eb~ter, Jr . ..... ...... ... .... ..... ..... ......... .. .... ..... .. .. .......... .. ........... 1942 to 1944 
t~ flandyside Richards .. .. ..... .. ... .... .. .. .... .. ... ..... .. ..... .... ... .. ....... ...... .. ..... 1944 to 1945 
}b ond Andrew Mi~el ........... ........................... ...... ....................... ..... 1945 to 1947 
Albert LutheT Holcomb .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .... .... ....... .. ... .. .... ... .. ... ... ....... ............. 1947 to 1949 
Balch Hendrik Adolf Un,ger .. ...... .. .. ........... .... .... ... ... ... .... .. ............. .......... . 1949 to 1952 

..:0Clifford Cecil TObin .. ............ ... ........ .. ........... ...... ..... ..... ............ ....... ........ 1952 to 1954 
Norman Levinson ......................... ... .. ... ......................... ........................ ... 1954 to 1956 
~-illiam R. Heinrich .... .......... ............... .......... ....... .............. ....... ..... ...... .... 1956 to 1958 
osepll L. !"1;]:,Cli ............... .. ............ ................................ ....................... .. 1958 to 1961 

p:~d Ar:r·Daker:~ .. :: .· :·::.'.'.' .' .'.':.·:.'.'.'.'.'.·.'::::: : :: :: :: ::: :: : : :: ::::::::: : : : : ::::: ::: ::::: ::: ::: : ::::: : : ~~~5 ~~ 1962 



LADIES AID 
Many years ago, believed to be in the late 1890's, 

men and women of Veazie met evenings in various homes 
for "Sociables". Refreshments were served, sometimes 
only apples and pop corn. Ea~h paid five to ~en 
cents. This was used for the minister's salary, 
which was five dollars each Sunday.· Flora McPheters 
was Treasurer of the group. 

I n 1902 Edwin Cal l Brown came to Veazie to serve 
as pastor of t he Veazie Congregational Church; With 
his wife Ellen and two daugltters· Frances and Mar , 
he lived in what i s now known as the Clish house. 

The B;owns at tended t he Sociables. Ellen was· a 
quiet, very nice lady. , a good organizer, and ·was 
known to be of grea t ass istance to her husband in 
his wo~k . Ell ~p , reali zing the need for ·a g:roup such 
as the ladies belonging to the sociables · group, organ- . 
ized the Veazie Congregational Ladies·Aid. The ladies 
began meeting· afternoons. 

The Ladies Aid was organized~ · we believ~, in .the 
latter part of 1902 or early 1903. · 

The Browns served the church until 1905. .Mrs. 
Perl ey £0biey, daught er of ar Brown, lives in 
Bangor and i s clerk of the Forest Avenue Congrega
tional Church. 

Ear ly records tell of these ladies . aid members 
raising funds to pay for the Baker Memorial window• 
Some of these early members were: 

M!iLJ.vina Morse, Abbie LeBl anc, Minnie C~shman, ~ 
Col by, Annie McPheters, Flora McPhete!_s, He s Calkins, 
?hlvina Fitzgerald, Vesta Welch, Fa~nie Kennett, Annie 
M0.holl and, Lill ian Turner, eola Bu l es Sadi~ Crocker, 
Susie Wentworth, Nanc S encer A nes Bos.!!_om, E a 
Robbins , Winnie S encer, Sarah Turner, Lacitna Shorey, 
Jennie Lambert, Barene, E~hel Ellin~ood, 
Fannie Rutter , B ut ter, Nettie Martin, Eva 
Albee , Mar ·orie ones, Nellie S encer Ethel Parsons 
Alice Ha thorn, dith Shorey, Grace or_Qftn. 
With time , I mi ght l earn of more who could be listed. 

Many who are l ivi ng have been members of this group 
and worked bard. 

In 1925 to 1930 ther~were lawn parties with refreshments 
sold, cooked food sales, and -public card parties held in the 
old town hall; also parties ·held in homes. 

Aid served town m~eting dinners and at. times aho served 
suppers as the meetings continued into eneqings~ Also at 
times town meetings .took two days so served dinner the 
second day. Aid served public baked bean suppers then a~ 
they do today. After 1930, the lawn parties were dropped. 
At public card.parties, re~reshments were always served an~ 
prizes given for high score, players paid twenty-five cents. 

Previous to 1953 the aid meetings lasted all afternoon, 
members sewed, crocheted, knit, did fancy work, made crazy 
patch work for quilts. Ve;; ta Welch sup:ervised making. crazy 
work squares and she saw that they were right as she was a 
beautiful se~stress. We also tacked the ·quilts. · We ow~ed 
two sewing machines at one time. · .. 

I recall in the 1930's for a few years, the church 
treasurer either Rose. Webster or Lillian Turner, would 
report at an aid meeting that the church treas rer ne~ded 
five dollars to pay the minister's salary Sunday. If aid 
funds were low, an aid member would invite ladies to her 
home for an afternoon card party, price twenty-five cents, 
the hostess furnishing refreshments and usually a few mem
bers would give the prizes. Auction bridge and 63 were the 
most popular games. 

In 1938 Annie Mohol land as President was Chairman of the 
Centennial banquet. Aid memb-ers .met,·-planned the menu and 
food lists were made out. 

§Y.lvia with her car and Ruth Mutch to assist, sol~cited 
aid and church members and friends of both, and on June 3rd 
it was our part to collect the solicited food and take it to 
the N.E.O.P• hall where the other members· were working under 
difficulties. · The tables were set up ·on main floor, the .. 
kitchen was set up in the balcony, kerosene oil stoves had 
to be used to heat water, make · coffee and keep· some· food hot. 
but the stoves at homes of Lacitna Shorey, Ella Robb" s, and .... 
Vesta Welch were used and foods carried hot to the hall. . .... 
Soon Ruth and I we~~ told more potatoes and fish turket. were i\) 
needed. We rushed potatoes to neighbors to be cooked, while Cit 
Vesta Welch made up milk sauce. S lvia rushed to Bangor for 0 
more Haddock and the extra food - reached the hall with littl~ 



delay and all ended well. 
The Grange in May of 1948 gave the Ladies Aid 

$89.03 to start a building fund and they later added 
more to this fund. Ladies Aid has added some to this 
each year since. The Grange shares half the cost 
with aid to fill the church urns. 

In 1953 our Ladies Aid voted to do our planning 
at aid meetings and do the aprons, knitting and all 
handwork at home. A committee of two to have charge 
of all different kinds of work, and committees are 
elected or appointed to have different booths at 
time of fair usually held in November. Our Missionary 
Committee informs us of Missionary work needed to be 
done. Then we decide which of the projects. we can 
best do for our mission work for the year. 

In 1953, the aid published the "Veazie in 
Review" booklet which gives a history of the town 
with names of many who took part in the pageant which 
was written and directed by Helen Hathorn Todd~ 

There are copies of this booklet available 
through the aid at 50 cents and could be interesting 
reading for new residents of Veazie. 

The aid, through hard work and the help of 
many others giving time, labor and cash, built the 
church basement, the kitchen and tables. They 
bought the steel chairs~ Afterwards, dishes and 
silver were moved from the town hall where they had 
been used by all in town and when all was co~pleted, 
the basement was dedicated as the "Rensel Colby 
Room" in 1958. 

After the town hall was built, we catered to 
private suppers with the profit adding much to our 
treasury. We pay church insurance, give to special 
projects for church, have paid to have church 
painted inside and outside, given to church general 
fund and have handled receptions. Many times to 
welcome new ministers. 

Some of our pleasant memories are of aid 
going to members camps to enjoy a good dinner, 
short meeting, then ~ pleasant afternoon. One 
such trip was to Mrs C shman's farm home that is 
beside Dorot~aDix Park. After dinner out doors 

on picnic tables, the youngtn: wo111en played ball, and had 
sa:k races. 

We have 1:00 p.m. desserts and some aid days serve a tea 
after the business meeting. We have a covered dish dinner 
the day of our annual election of officers in Jan. and 
usually a dinner in a home or picnic dinner out of doors 
at a members home to close our meetings before recessing 
for summer months. We meet in private homes and in the 
town hall. The aid works and plans so that we may assist 
in church work and carry out the work started by Ellen 
Brown who organized the aid to do this work. 
--we welcome new members and believe they could find aid 

work rewarding. 
I could not attempt to name all the hard working women 

still living who have worked in and for our Ladies A~d. 
We want to mention .. the help we have received from town 

folks in Veazie, Orono, Bangor, Stillwater and surrounding 
town who have been kind .to us. · 

So many women have worked under Presidents (listed on 
separate sheet) who have made their years in off ice 
successful. 

Wi~h loyalty and good friends, may our cause continue 
for years to come. 

S_ylvia Gamble 

. ' 
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Presidents Since 1930 

1930 
1931 & ' 32 
1933,'34 & '35 t o June, 
1935, e l ected i n Oct. 
1936 & '37 
1938 to Jan. 1939 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 & '48 
1949 & I 50 
1951 (4 ma's.) 
1951 (8 ma's.) 
1952-1953 to March 
1 month, 23 days 
Rest of 1953 
1954,'55,'56 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960, I 61, I 62 . 
1963 
1964, I 65 
1966 to April '67 
8 months '67 
1968 & '69 

Nanc Spe ncer 
Ne llie Welch 

II II 

S lvia Gamble 
Bernice Robinson 
Sabra Berry 
~h elma lthrrsde 11 
Annie Mohofl an 
Erma Gordon 
S erry 
Thelma Blaisdell 
Alice Harkness 
Am Calkins 
Lillian Turner 
~ 

Natalie Wentworth 
lice Hathorn 
ddie Weed 

Meehan 
e Webster 

ub Meehan 
Addie Weed 
Doris Potter 
Ruby Meehan 
Gertrude Honey 
Marjorie Jordan 
~by Meehan 
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