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Introduction

Enterococcus spp. have become a leading causative of healthcare-associated infections (HAIs) ranging from bloodstream infections to UTIs. Some 30% of healthcare-associated
enterococcal infections are caused by vancomycin-resistant enterococci (VRE), requiring prolonged antibiotic therapy or becoming resistant to antibiotic monotherapy?.

Biofilms, structured biological communities that grow enveloped in an extracellular matrix of protective polysaccharides that subsequently prevents the action of antimicrobial
agents3, can develop on an array of surfaces, from indwelling medical devices such as catheters to infected heart valves, facilitating chronic infections®.

Biosurfactants are unique amphiphilic molecules of microbial origin that are capable of interacting with the lipidic components of microorganisms>. Biosurfactant interactions with
different surfaces can affect their hydrophobic properties; their ability to alter microorganisms’ adhesion abilities and consequent biofilm formation® could make biosurfactants
suitable for targeted use in medical and pharmaceutical applications’.
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