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Historical Importance on the National Level
Many golf clubs and courses were restricted to

white players only, and African Ameticans were T h e R ° I ° G ° A G Olf

often denied access to golf courses, training

facilities, and equipment. This discrimination was Pro t CS t O f 1 9 6 3

perpetuated by country clubs and associations,

which had largely white membership and

And the role of Providence College's Early Integration

leadership. The effects of de facto segregation in
golf were significant, as they limited opportunities B}’ R}?aﬂ O'Sullivan
for African Americans to engage in the sport and
build social and professional networks in the golf
industry. This exclusion contributed to the

underr epresentation of African Americans in gl}]f at Image courtesy of Providence College yearbook, 1963, page 139, accessed April 2, 2023,

The Spectrum Club at Providence College was
founded by a professor named Andrew Bell in
1963. It was once a useful tool in identifying
and attacking certain social issues not only
within the university, but also taking a look at
what's happening around the world. In the
picture above, we see student spokesman John

Thompson, a young black American and
CATHOLIC INTERRACIAL COUNCIL, 1968, PROTESTING RIGA GOLF TOURMAMENT, B&W - CATHOLIC INTERRACIAL COUNCIL, 1963, PROTESTING RIGA GOLF TOURNAMENT, B&W - 2
members were towards American society’s wants 1055X832, FRIARSPROVIDENCE-MY.SHAREPOINT.COM, ACCESSED APRIL 2, 2023. 1012X844, FRIARSPROVIDENCE-MY.SHAREPOINT.COM, ACCESSED APRIL 2, 2023, renowned basketball Player for Providence at

2id peees 7§ the time, speaking at their very first program
meeting with the topic being, "The Effect of
Segregation on the Negro". What occured after
samsy would be Prof. Bell elaborating on the subject of
.4 whether "legal segregation" is actually legal at
-l all and the effect it has on the white and black
communities in "today’s world" - meaning what
it looked like in the mid 60s.

all levels, from amateur to professional. It was not
until the civil rights movement of the 1960s that
efforts were made to challenge and dismantle de
facto segregation in golf. From the bottom
rightmost picture you can also see how President
Kennedy's influence was playing into this narrative
where the public was putting R.I.G.A. on the
hotseat and calling for them to consider what our
President at the time had stood for. It shows just
how ignorant these club owners and board

C.1.C - Catholic Interracial Council

R.1.G.A - Rhode Island Golf Association
1963 is the same year as Dr. King's "I Have a
Dream..." Speech

=
= e
-
=r=t=rrd

De facto = legal segregation
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