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The Problem - Declining Childhood Literacy 
Rates

● Literacy rates are declining in recent years (Levi and Amirshahi, 
2022).

● Lifestyle factors contribute (Kutscher, 2017)
● COVID has had a negative impact on literacy (Wheeler and Hill, 

2021)
● 36 million adults lack basic reading skills above 3rd grade level 

(Regis College, 2023)



Improving Childhood Literacy Through Little 
Free Libraries

The Organization

Free Little Libraries help to promote 
literacy in a variety of ways 

Children can pick their own reading 
materials that interest them

They add an element of excitement to 
visit and see what new books are 
available that day

They help expand book access 
(littlefreelibrary.org)

The Research



My Free Little Library

- Began with 81 books 
donated

- Library placed outside my 
home daily

- Reading logs located on side 
of bookshelf in plastic sleeve



My Free Little Library

- Library was advertised on 
social media



Summer Reading Program

- Reading program began on July 7th, 
2023 and culminated on July 29th

- Participants picked up a log from the 
library

- Requirements were to read five books 
and log time spent reading



Summer Reading Program

- Copy of logs given out at the library 
daily

- Logs were available for the duration 
of the project

- Participants returned for small prizes 
when they deposited their completed 
log



Results

- Spreadsheet used to track number of 
books given daily

- Total # of books given: 43



Results

- 5 Summer Reading Program 
participants

- Prizes given
- 3 people responded to feedback 

survey 



Results

- Prizes given out from July 25th to July 
29th for successful completion of 
reading log



The Outcome

“Great things are done by a series of 
small things brought together.”

― Vincent Van Gogh
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