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so,Hampson wes wrong in his critical verdict of the two
novels,his preference for O rrovidence indicating that he
was still immersed in private concerns.q

Prior to this,however,in September,1928,Hampson had
submitted Go Seek A Stranger to the Hogarth Press ; though
obliged to refuse it,Leonard ‘'/oolf's responsc was
encouraging.2 This vprompted Hamnson to send the lMss. to
forrest Reid for advice.5 The latter gave'him a tactful

Tnglish lescon in sentence construction and punctuation 3

constructive criticism of Hampson's novel contained useful
obiter dicta on the novelist's technique:

Keep to picture and drama and rule out
every conversatiocn that does not push the
story forward...Don't let your characters

talk of things happening,but show them
hannonlng. 4

1 Hampson's draft le ster of 20th.December,1929,to Cape
contains both an inlated estimate of O )rov1dence as i
well as a denigratory one of T_’Nuuraa ;7 [Iight av Ghe
Greyhound,though Cape had Jjust refused the latver. Of O

Trovidence: "Naturally I beleive (sic) I am doing the
best long work that I have ever attempted,and whlle not
satisfied completely,I know the book is good my own
desire to write has ncver been so great as it 1s Noweeo"
Ile adds that he finished 3aturdav Night at the CGrevhound
"without much hope,(very badly I'm ciraid,eee” and thab
"at the moment I am not interested in it. The characters
lack resistance to providence. For that rcason,Il feel
half hearted aboult them." Also in the draft of Hampson's
letter of 8th.June, 1¢ BO,pos ibly to Leonard Yoolf,he
ctill holds to the same viewpoint six months later
"Saturday llight at the Greyhound is (I feel) a far less
important achievement than O Providencee.."

2.Leonard Yoolf,letter to John Hampson,15th.Octoﬂer,1928:
Go Seek A Dtranmer "has interested us greatly and has
such meriTs that we should have liked to publishe.
Unfortunately we do not think that this would be possible
under prescnt circumstancec." The explicit depiction of
homosexual relaticengships provod a deterrent. The risk of
prosecuticns for publiching obscene material was too
great in the 1930's.

~
%

%.lavelock Ellis,op.cit.,p.540,mentions uorreSu Reid's The
Gnrden God : 4 Tale of Mo Bovs,1905,as "a charming and
dclicately written 1dylLLl™ 1n Lhe context of bhoys' feelings
of attraction for each other. Hampson had read iavelock
Ellis,vide Ch.1,p.12,footnote 1,0f this dissertation,and
may -have Thought Lhat forrest Reld would be uympathetlc

to his prO)lems as cxoressed in Go Seek A Stranger.

h.Torrest Reid,letter to John Hampson,lst.February,1929.




i ryotata s Ay o
The lattexr pax

ANCO O 'LI-"a o :l N RN SAD: ]10\"\,3.}.1;(.1‘(_),1_1]{3 ::\:'.".;l] Qn  GAnT maT .»\.'.LPWI. LA

the central characten's carly 1ife,vas advirea,

o e,

Pt ~

It was Leonawd Wooll vho accepled

Greyhound,publishing it in February,1931,uith Hanpson's

Ll
-.m.-4 v’ aate e

dedicution to Porrvest Reid ;. and after ibs &
following it with Q Providence in February,19%
shont story, 'The Sight of Blood" ., appeared in

Coo o

L“kwﬁw( in Apeil 1931 ,after which the Ulysses Boolobhod

A'ee e NIDA
D R Tt

printcd a linlted edition of 145 copies of 4t in Scplenbe:

PRV PRSI

e produced an arvistlc printing of 250

copicy of son shoxl storien,'The M

'WPC Tong Shu&ow*,‘Jbﬁul(

nany critics disliked Justin Stenetuwr.0 Px

D

¥ o)

failure to fellow up the success of

- = - - Tl T o 1 BEES B T ST S .
GJ}C:} neh g Ls ~('- L'L‘L},E) Cn. ]J(} OJ Y ‘..L d. Ve )D [N C iy O N X.-".\.{.‘L. .]',‘) a® G ‘l Sy X
[ AR SO N 5 o @i

" 0 0y 3 3
Joel '

aeh he hed recelived Jote in

sromiuumar

3
Heinencon pablished this novel in dune 105

...,v

In Septenber,;105%  Hanpson conpleted Fowoeisin I

o

Svmmee e sv € s me bm

which deseribes thoe demisce of an aepoventiy honosmood

e U U
rolauno ship,its deeline being wapidly sccelerabted when
one of the protagonists falls in love with a glirl
encounticred on the tra in frem Ostend to Berlin. A repid

courtahip during a fortnight's holidey is successiuily

concluvdcd by en cengagenent dvring the Chunnel crossing

e ; —_ b S e ety e RN S i
F\VYy sy, ooy 4 - - - R oy TN A R,
Thourn paris ol NEET LS Hanmesoa nay
. Sy " - -
‘.L(\u T /k,() \iul :'.. Lo -

- £ ) Ay g & o e o b g -...' S g
some of the material LG Worik 1y L,Uui o Rt Rk
T .
7

0 Cs -
‘l(- "2 da'_.\ \VIIL\A LRy \C”‘

Lol
2Lz 1:“4
g

oo m
- S
SO 0
.
FrAINAA T S IOy fa Ny o
“)l>-‘-»l.l.l WVCE .AVal

) -LJ\I‘{»)A:Q-'-.\J. .tOdL.‘.s.i.
- e, ey A - LR R e

]3:‘1\' e oI weuva | 2

S WY ‘ - - N . o

. valik o lfON.cL’Cl~b A
el maave Ve @t -
]]:‘ t LL’.'. im0 \(J\
Lo ;:‘.
195

//‘
f
SUL




- 20 -

the other youns man has solacced hdingeid with a new nale
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cuberuled the fixm's capital § Five Weys and its furniture
arc sold,end the stoff given notice. Justin ig tewporarily

&ccoln0¢duc€ in & workhouse infirmary befove the
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acvolopn$uo is lis pasgion for Dicky BRird roneved, ek Telche
ated by Dicky's Lecoming the hated Victor's frmenu insvoad
of Roddy's : Victor vecopnises Jus

discloses them o Dicky,thoeceby accompf

humiliction, Neverthicless,a swinming oexpedition enables
Justin ©vo skelch Dicky nzaked ;5 he malkes a copy of this
draﬁingAund,&t.Divk,‘s request,gives it to him. In the coxrly
days of the Var, Victor,Dicly Bird,Roddy and,o 1little later,
JireStonetun join the army. At the same time,the fourteen-
year-old Justin obltzins cuployment in o leathern business
“the novel ends wioh his optimisnm at vhe prozpzct of his

nowmfound independence,

’Nawwxo1 8 intention is to work oul his porsonal probleoms

B
in torns of Justin's relationchips,nainly with his own
family bubt olso to a lesser degree with other membsvs cf

socieby with whom his relatlonships are impermanent.
Although the narration proceeds through dJusvin's -mind,
vhenever he 18 too immatuve for seli-analysis Hampson noy
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reveal other people's opinicns of him, For example ivrse
CGrew discusses Justin with Miss Culic natron of the a
workhouse dinfivmanry:
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for,if Hampson hed continued Justin's stony further he vould

Thus O Trovidenee projects interludes of trivio,ofton

expressed in wningpired writing 1 \Purv\lwr technical
inadequacies in sentence construcltion,purctuation,and
eXDIrEsSion:

Justin was well, Doeiter then he hizd ever
been belore, Jhisn health waoes almoss nommal
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Thaings were ter. Much batter. hey wouid
’ o UL g o e - eI C'ay Aoyt e
COLTiLnue uO iaprove, The Sionetuns were
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happy,v ‘3r i
T'o have concentraticd on the bLruly significar events of

Justin's lifc would not nmerely have imposcd concision on o

too~lengthy novel but algoinight have provided a woecegnisuiic
Framevork of fornm § as it is,the four domiciles superimpose
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a-merely worloble division into four seationz.

>
t

Morcover,the novel's conclusion is awbitraril
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Through 1Lu““' narrative are cxposed,ofven to the detriment
of the novel's supporting characters. -It is not clear how
conseiously Hanmpson vas awvare that he wvould have to
diversify his novelistic tecimigue by visualising life

theough characvers different to his ocwne Thnat he put this

precept into practice in Saturday MWiehiy st the t‘““ﬂovnw

O e ¥ o et § e ARV At § D L Brs? o5 B4 P AP s v D
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-how ver,may be due to the fortunate accident of this novel's
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The second porit,the complication,adds Ruth Dorme and 1}

, 1
havnng peen concedved as a pPlay.

The COWpACE,MC&t form of Saturday JMipht at the Greyhound

is aunother legscy of llampson's origineld dramabic version.

~

The three parcts of the novel, 'Hightiall at the Creyhound ',

Uihe Mousc Opcng!',and 'The House Closes' signify,respectively,

CXPO“'tiongcomplicutnur,una pesolution. A conflioting

triangle of welationships ~ Tom,Ivy,and Yred - is svgmenicd

by two pairs of chavccters,the ‘apin and hewn

>Q<ﬁ0711, the youug

dauvghter Clura,destructive and

-

squire,Roy Grovedon,ond his sophisticated London Iriend,luth

Dormo."ynw‘ hietic bub passive : in the background the less

oy

articulate and generally uas ynp‘thetio villogers provide &

Hondean choerus. A conplehe CO“UUULw” encompassing the whols
social spectwur is thoevefore peesented. Furthernora, the
dramatic unitvics - of time (eight howrs here),plece (with
two bricf excentions),and action - arve obsewved. The finnd
paJL,LAe exponition,by means of the retrospective inbteriocr
monologues of the five active vrotagonists - Irs.Tapingfon,
Ivy,Clera,Fred in that order - presents the events leading
vp to the prescent,with cach nawxrator's personcl commentaxy
sugnenting his or her gecticn of advancins pavrabive in Lurn,
c

Grovnuon to the five narradors,vhose coniribubions are nowu
conmi niled and con no longer be confined to soeparate

gecvions, The increasing space dcevoted to Ton's vicwpoint

< ¢ — - PR, AL, SRR W N T P | e
as Hampson's persona now becones evident. The thicd peny,
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1°yj§c Che1,p.16;fo0otnetes 5 & 6,08 this disszrtoiion.

2.In other words,the three ccts of a play,




viewpoint. Another traceable pattern woven through this _
tight form lies in the movement from unspoken thought,moét
common in part one,to spoken thought and thence to action,
with its resultant increase of pace and tension as the
novel moves to its climax. 'With the inescapable nature of
the situaticn being imposed by the predictable,inflexible
behaviour of the main characters,especially Fred,the novel's
deterministic conclusion is achieved with an Ibscnite
certainty. The only departure from realistic attitudes
occurs in Tom's falsely optimistic and inconsistent
sentiments in the final pages of the novel,as if Hampson
ié attempting to superimpose a personal optimism running
counter to the reality of events., Perhaps he wished to
ameliorate the "rezistance to providence" which he
considered was lacking in Saturday Might at the Greyhound,

and one reason for his critical undervcluation of the book.q
Ruth Dorme expresses Hampson's own neat interpretation of

the central impasse:

Ruth saw it all in a flash. The situation
told bluntly savoured of comedy rather
than tragedy. The boy trying to help the
landlady and her husband,the woman trying
to save her man,the man refusing to help
himself,remaining unhelpable ; they too
because of if.

-

Round this inflexible conflict of personalities,Hampson
'constructed his plot with assured technical craftsmanship.

Irresponsible,spendthrift,promiscuous end hedonistic
Freddy Flack has married Ivy Oakley,daughter of a Birmingham
publican. After her parents' death,the Tlacks rent the
Greyhound Inn at Grovelace,2 llorth Derbyshire mining village.
Although the public house can yield a bare profit only under
stringent economies,freddy employs Mrs.Tapin as charwoman
and her daughter Clara as barmaid,and Ivy persuades her
brother Tom to give up his position as waiter in a London
hotel a2nd join them. Tom's conscientiocusness is offset by
I'reddy's idleness,drunkenness,gambling,and indescriminate

1.Vide Ch.1,p.18,footnote 1,0f this dlq ertation,llampson’'s
- dxralt letter of 20th. December 1929,t0 Cape,in whlch he
asserts:"The characters(in ;etupdar Tight qt the Greyhound)

~lack resistance to providence.”
? John Hompson, Saturday Hight alt the Greyhound,19%1,p.157.
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A superficial verdict of the theme ef this novel is the
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a suspecvea honosexual,an enemy to the conventional
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In this novel,every event lewods to the central deabh.
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Over the years,howcver, JOhWW“'S fealings for his
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With the publication of gp in 1936 Haxpson

scens poigced to hecome a

novelist : he has
naturad. CmniimudLi Jhaving achieved a”necos“fwy sense o
detachment froam his personal problems which,though they
geill influence his weid tLI“ ,i0 longer dowminate it,gc thad
he’ is nou able co:.v."\'f;?,m;:x_ng;.!y to present charactars vexry
different Trom his oun § even though,in so doing
Cursc,he has enployed an extuveme of technigque, he ¢
subseguently be able to trim avay his excesses, He hos
displayed competent craftsmanship in his grasp of form
.and in his realis gic'detailing of varicd social

e

backgrounds. Nevertheless Homnpson's unexpected failure to

develop during the few years before the war is followed by

a marked deterioration,as coafirmed by lMr.Walter Allen in
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Harp on's worxit until alver
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