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: The Leon Levy BAM Digital
snowse rar e coisrons - Archive is an online database
' : of documents and materials
that chronicle the ongoing
Highlights from the Archives N history of the Brooklyn
e e e, S Academy of Music (BAM).
o - Funded by a four-year grant
from the Leon Levy
R Foundation Archives and
Catalogues Program, the
archive launched to the
publicin June 2017. It
provides digital access to over
70,000 playbills,
photographs, posters, and
other ephemera from BAM’s

[ g history, dating from the Civil

LA A - War era through to the
present day. Approximately
40,000 artists are

represented in the archive, and extensive information links all 70,000 items to the names of the

people involved.
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BAM is one of the oldest performing arts institutions in America, making the Levy Archive an
excellent resource for a broad audience interested in the history of performing arts and of BAM
itself. The site is free for all users, requires no special software, and functions seamlessly across
web browsing platforms and mobile devices. The modern, uncluttered homepage invites the
casual browser to view objects from a highlighted collection or to explore one of the archive’s
featured collections, such as the Royal Shakespeare Company at BAM and the Next Wave
Festival. Users also have a number of browse and search options via the menu bar at the top of
the homepage.

Although the homepage emphasis on featured collections may give the impression that the site
is aimed primarily at a more casual user, the Levy Archive supports the information needs and
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demands of the serious researcher. Two tools of significant value are the ability to easily export
search results as spreadsheets and the user profile tool. By registering for a profile, users have
the opportunity to build their own personalized collections based on specific artists, companies,
and eras. Perhaps the archive’s greatest strength is in its ability to make connections between
all 70,000 items. Every record—whether for an individual, event, or program—is linked to at
least one other related record. For instance, a search of Richard Ill from BAM’s Spring 1992
season provides detailed information about those specific performances and provides links to
the records of all its related constituents, including William Shakespeare and the actor lan
McKellen. The search also yielded twelve digitized photographs and promotional materials
related to that particular production.
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RS S displayed as lists or grids, and items

can be saved to a registered user’s
collection simply by clicking on a heart
icon on the object’s thumbnail.
Furthermore, all media can be
previewed directly in a lightbox,
without leaving the search results
= —— page. Unlike other archives supported
by the Leon Levy Foundation, such as

the significantly larger New York

Philharmonic Leon Levy Digital
Archives, the Levy Archive at BAM provides access to an abundance of audio and video
recordings in addition to BAM’s collections of photographs, programs, and other materials.
While both serve as a comprehensive research resource, BAM is more successful in regards to
the number of relationships that exist between collection items, providing users with numerous
access points into the archive’s rich holdings.
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The wealth of materials and accompanying information, combined with ease of access, makes
the Levy Archive at BAM beneficial to anyone with an interest in its holdings. By emphasizing
how collection items relate to one another, this new resource enables users to visualize and
gain a deeper understanding of the collaborative and complex nature of performance. While
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for scholarly research, the searcH wiTHIN Q
ease of navigation and clear s
presentation make the Levy
Archive accessible for
anyone with an interest in
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