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Critical Race Theory

• Critical Race Theory in education argues that: (Ladson -Billing & Tate, 1995).
⚬ (1) rac is m is  e nde mic  and  e ngrave d  into s oc ie ty, 
⚬ (2) Civil Rights  Laws  have  be e n ine ffe c tive  in de s e gre ga ting  s chools
⚬ (3 ) e duca tion ne e ds  to e mphas ize  the  importance  of cha lle nging c la ims  of ne utra lity, 

ob je c tivity, color b lindne s s , and  me ritoc racy by amplifying  the  voice s  of minority 
communitie s .

• CRT is  a  “frame work or s e t of bas ic  pe rs pe c tive s , me thods , and  pe dagogy tha t s e e ks  to 
ide ntify, ana lyze , and  trans form tha t s truc tura l and  cultura l a s pe c t of s oc ie ty tha t 
ma inta ins  the  s ubord ina tion and  margina liza tion of Pe ople  of Color” (Solorzano, 1997, p . 
6 ). 

• A critica l race  curriculum has  be e n de ve lope d  bas e d  on CRT.

C R I T I C A L  R A C E  T H E O R Y



PAGE 03

Background Literature

• Multicultural education courses have been found to be effective in reducing 19.2% of 
stereotype attitudes (Tran et al., 1994).

• Previous literature has found that completing a multicultural education course effectively 
improves students’ attitudes toward the concept of multicultural education (Wasanga, 
2005). 

• When comparing support for CRT based on political party, research has found that fewer 
than 10% of Republicans support Critical Race Theory while 85% of Democrats are in 
support of CRT (Kaufmann, 2021)

• Group Empathy Theory explains that historically disadvantaged groups, such as women 
or racial/ethnic minorities, will find it easier to empathize with other disadvantaged 
groups (Sirin et al., 2016).

BACKGROUND LITERATURE
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Hypotheses

• Hypothesis 1: After exposure to the critical race theory course, students will have 
reduced beliefs in negative stereotypes.

• Hypothesis 2: After exposure to the critical race theory course, students will have a more 
positive attitude toward critical race theory.

• Hypothesis 3: After exposure to the critical race theory course, students who identify as 
liberal will develop a more positive attitude of critical race theory than conservative 
students.

• Hypothesis 4: After exposure to the critical race theory course, marginalized students will 
have a greater reduction in their belief in negative stereotypes than non -marginalized 
students.

HYPOTHESIS
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• 19  unde rgradua te  s tude nts  who a re  e nrolle d  in IES 102: The  Soc ia l Cons truc t of 
Diffe re nce  a t Chapman Unive rs ity.

• Me an age : 19 .05
• Ge nde r: 19  Fe male s  (100%)
• Race /Ethnic ity: 

⚬ 52.6% White /Europe an Ame rican
⚬ 5.3 % Black or African Ame rican
⚬ 3 6 .8% His panic /La tino 
⚬ 5.3 % As ian Ame rican
⚬ 5.3 % Native  Hawaiian or Pac ific  Is lande r 
⚬ 5.3 % Midd le  Eas te rn

B A C K G R O U N D  L I T E R A T U R E

Participants
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Participants (continued)
• Political ideology affiliation: 

⚬ 10 .5% Slightly cons e rva tion
⚬ 10 .5% Mode ra te
⚬ 26 .3 % Slightly libe ra l 
⚬ 3 6 .8% Ve ry libe ra l 
⚬ 15.8% Pre fe rre d  not to s ay 

• 78 .9% of pa rtic ipants  ide ntifie d  with one  or more  of the  following minority communitie s : 
⚬ Racia l/e thnic  minority
⚬ LGBTQIA+
⚬ Ide ntifica tion with a  non- Chris tian fa ith

H Y P O T H E S I S
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• Quas i- e xpe rime nta l, one -group pre te s t & pos tte s t s tudy de s ign
• Re cruitme nt from thre e  s e c tions  of the  cours e , IES 102: The  Soc ia l Cons truc t of 

Diffe re nce , a t Chapman Unive rs ity.
• Stude nts  we re  ins truc te d  to take  the  following s urve ys  thre e  we e ks  a fte r e nrollme nt in 

the  cours e  and  thre e  we e ks  be fore  the  e nd  of the  cours e .
⚬ De mographic  s urve y
⚬ Pro- Black and  Anti- Black Sca le  (Ka tz & Has s , 1988)
⚬ A modifie d  ve rs ion of the  re vis e d  Te ache r Multicultura l Attitude  Surve y (Ponte rotto e t 

a l., 1998)
• Sta tis tica l ana lys is  was  conduc te d  to te s t the  hypothe s e s  

B A C K G R O U N D  L I T E R A T U R E

Method
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• Ste re otype  be lie fs  we re  me as ure d  by Ka tz & Has s ' (1988) Pro- Black (H1A) and  Anti- Black (H1B) 
s ca le s .
⚬ A high s core  on the  Pro- Black inve ntory me ans  the  ind ividua l holds  low ne ga tive  s te re otype  

be lie fs  while  a  high s core  on the  Anti- Black inve ntory me ans  the  ind ividua l pos s e s s e s  s ignificant 
ne ga tive  s te re otype  be lie fs . 

• A pa ire d  s ample s  t- te s t was  run to e xamine  whe the r the re  is  a  s ta tis tica lly s ignificant d iffe re nce  in 
s te re otype  be lie fs  among pa rtic ipants  be fore  and  a fte r e xpos ure  to a  c ritica l race  curriculum.

• The re  was  no s ignificant d iffe re nce  in pa rtic ipants ' be lie f in ne ga tive  rac ia l s te re otype s  be fore  and  
a fte r e xpos ure  to a  c ritica l race  curriculum, H1A: t(18) = - 0 .8 , p=0 .225; H1B t(18)=0 .3 , p=0 .4 0 2.

• Hyp othe s is  one  w a s  no t  s up p orte d .

H Y P O T H E S I S  1  R E S U L T S

H1: After exposure to the critical race theory course, students 
will have reduced beliefs in negative stereotypes.
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• Attitude s  toward  Critica l Race  The ory was  me as ure d  utilizing  a  mod ifie d  ve rs ion of the  re vis e d  
Te ache r Multicultura l Attitude  Surve y (Ponte rotto e t a l., 1998)
⚬ A high s core  on this  inve ntory ind ica te s  a  pos itive  a ttitude  toward  c ritica l race  the ory while  a  low 

s core  ind ica te s  a  ne ga tive  a ttitude  toward  c ritica l race  the ory. 
• A pa ire d  s ample s  t- te s t was  run to e xamine  whe the r the re  is  a  s ta tis tica lly s ignificant d iffe re nce  in 

a ttitude  toward  c ritica l race  the ory among pa rtic ipants  be fore  and  a fte r e xpos ure  to a  c ritica l race  
curriculum.

• The re  was  not a  s ignificant d iffe re nce  in pa rtic ipants ' a ttitude s  toward  c ritica l race  the ory be fore  
and  a fte r e xpos ure  to a  c ritica l race  curriculum, t(18)= - 0 .8 , p= 0 .215.

• Hyp othe s is  tw o w a s  no t  s up p orte d .  

H Y P O T H E S I S  2  R E S U L T S

H2: After exposure to the critical race theory course, students 
will have a more positive attitude toward critical race theory.
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• Partic ipants  s e lf- re porte d  the ir politica l ide ology a ffilia tion through the  de mographic  que s tions  
on the  pos tte s t (1=Ve ry libe ra l to 5=Ve ry cons e rva tive )

• The  re vis e d  Te ache r Multicultura l Attitude  Surve y (TMAS) me as ure d  a ttitude s  toward  c ritica l 
race  the ory.
⚬ A high s core  ind ica te s  a  pos itive  a ttitude  toward  c ritica l race  the ory while  a  low s core  

ind ica te s  a  ne ga tive  a ttitude  toward  c ritica l race  the ory. 
• The re  was  a  s ignificant corre la tion be twe e n politica l ide ology a ffilia tion and  a ttitude  toward  

c ritica l race  the ory, r=- 0 .4 , p=0 .0 3 1. Pa rtic ipants  who ide ntify a s  more  libe ra l s core d  highe r on 
the  mod ifie d  TMAS, ind ica ting  a  gre a te r pos itive  a ttitude  toward  Critica l Race  The ory.

• Hyp othe s is  th re e  w a s  s up p orte d .

H Y P O T H E S I S  3  R E S U L T S

H3: After exposure to the critical race theory course, students who identify 
as liberal will possess a more positive attitude of critical race theory than 
conservative students.
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• Partic ipants  we re  ide ntifie d  a s  a  minority if the y ide ntify with any of the  following communitie s : 
rac ia l/e thnic  minority, LGBTQIA+, ide ntify with a  non- Chris tian fa ith (e .g ., J uda is m, Is lam, Buddhis m, 
Hinduis m)

• Be lie f in ne ga tive  s te re otype s  me as ure d  through the  Pro- Black and  Anti- Black Sca le  (Ka tz & Has s , 
1988)

• The re  was  a  s ignificant ne ga tive  d iffe re nce  be twe e n pa rtic ipants ' ide ntifica tion with a  minority 
community and  be lie f in s te re otype s  through the  Pro- Black s ca le , t(17)= - 2 .7, p=0 .0 0 7; this  
corre la tion was  not pre s e nt through the  Anti- Black s ca le  H4 B: t(17)= - 0 .3 , p= 0 .3 92.
⚬ Accord ing  to the  Pro- Black inve ntory, pa rtic ipants  who ide ntifie d  with a  minority community had  

a  gre a te r re duc tion in be lie f in s te re otype s  a fte r the  cours e  than non- minority ide ntifying  
pa rtic ipants .

• Hyp othe s is  fou r w a s  p a rt ly s up p orte d .

H Y P O T H E S I S  4  R E S U L T S

H4: After exposure to the critical race theory course, marginalized students 
will have a greater reduction in their belief in negative stereotypes than non-
marginalized students.
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Discussion
• Limitations: 

⚬ Small s ample  s ize /low s ta tis tica l powe r
⚬ Lack of d ive rs ity in the  s ample  (primarily fe male , minority- ide ntifying , more  libe ra l)
⚬ Late  da ta  colle c tion due  to IRB de lays

• Implica tions  for prac tice s
⚬ Rais e  aware ne s s  toward  the  te nants  of CRT to re duce  the  mis conce ption tha t pre va ils  

amongs t cons e rva tive  popula tions  about c rit ica l race  the ory in e duca tion.
⚬ Educa tors  s hould  focus  on inte gra ting  e mpa thy and  pe rs pe c tive - taking  ac tivitie s  whe n 

te aching  DEI- re la te d  curricula . 
• Implica tions  for future  re s e a rch

⚬ Examine  the  e fficacy of ge ne ra l DEI- re la te d  cours e s  in re duc ing  s te re otype  be lie fs  and  
improving  a ttitude s  toward  controve rs ia l top ics , s uch as  Critica l Race  The ory

⚬ Re plica tion of this  s tudy utiliz ing  a  la rge r s ample  s ize  may find  more  s ignificant re s ults .

D I S C U S S I O N
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Questions?



PAGE 14

References
Kaufmann, E. (2022). The new culture wars: Why critical race theory matters more than cancel culture. Social Science Quarterl y, 103(4), 773 –788. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.13156 
Katz, I., & Hass, R. G. (1988). Racial ambivalence and American value conflict: Correlational and priming studies of dual cog nit ive structures. Journal of 
Personality and Social Psychology, 55(6), 893 –905. https://doi.org/10.1037/0022 -3514.55.6.893
Ladson -Billings, G. & Tate, W. F. (1995). Toward a critical race theory of education. Teachers College Record, 97(1), 47 -69. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/016146819509700104 
Lintner, T. (2004). The savage and the slave: Critical race theory, racial stereotyping, and the teaching of American history . Journal of Social Studies 
Research, 28(1), 27 -32. 
Ponterotto, J. G., Baluch, S., Greig, T., Rivera, L. (1998). Development and initial score validation of the teacher multicul tur al attitude survey. 
Educational and Psychological Measurement, 58(6), 1002 -1016. https://doi.org/10.1177/0013164498058006009 
Safarpour, A., Lazer, D., Lin, J., Pippert, C. H., Druckman, J., Baum, M., Ognyanova, K., Perlis, R., Santillana, M., Trujill o, K. L., Uslu, A., Quintana, A., 
Green, J., Shere, A., Qu, H. (2021). The COVID states project #73: American attitudes toward critical race theory. OSF Prepri nts . 
https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/crv95 
Solorzano, D. G. (1997). Images and words that wound: Critical race theory, racial stereotyping, and teacher education. Teach er Education Quarterly, 
24(3), 5 -19. 
Sirin, C. V., Valentino, N. A., Villalobos, J. D. (2017). The social causes and political consequences of group empathy. Poli tic al Psychology, 38(3), 427 -
488. 
Tran, M. T., Young, R. L., & Di Lella, J. D. (1994). Multicultural education courses and the student teacher: Eliminating ste reotypical attitudes in our 
ethnically diverse classroom. Journal of Teacher Education, 45(3), 183 –189. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022487194045003004 
Wasonga, T. A. (2005). Multicultural education knowledgebase, attitudes and preparedness for diversity. International Journal of Educational 
Management, 19(1), 67 –74. https://doi.org/10.1108/09513540510574966 

https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-3514.55.6.893

	Critical Race Theory: An Empirical Investigation of its Benefits
	Recommended Citation

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14

