
The Creation of the
Tribal Nations of
Oklahoma
Metadata Database
Megan Macken, Oklahoma State University

Kaitlyn Palone, University of Central Oklahoma

Lulu Zilinskas, National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum



Agenda
Terminology

Project background

Examples of use

Project future steps

Website walkthrough

Process of building the website



Terminology

Used when referring
to individual
Indigenous cultures
and communities

Tribal nations
Used when referring
to the collective
Indigenous American
community of all
tribal nations

Indigenous

Reference: OSU Center for Sovereign Nations 
https://sovnationcenter.okstate.edu/csn-2020/about-us.html



Project background
The project began after discussion at last year's symposium on
sourcing volunteers for various projects.

Gathered data from Tribal Nation websites
Gathered controlled vocabulary from frequently used sources
Created database by adding collected information to Omeka

Project Objectives

Create a way for preferred terms to be listed
Make the list of terms available to information professionals
Source the information in a way that isn't intrusive

Project Goals



WebsiteWalk Through

https://oms.library.okstate.edu/s/tribal-nations-metadata/page/home


Process
Started with an existing list of Tribal Nations and websites
Verified list, added FAST headings, Indigenous language names,
annotations






Omeka S
Dublin Core mapping
Brought data & annotations into Omeka S



Subject Headings
Added Library of Congress subject headings (LCSH) &
Getty Art and Architecture Thesaurus (AAT) terms



Mapping
Mapping Nations’ headquarters



Linking to Indigenous Resources
Links to the Tribal Treaties Database



Example: 653 1 0 $ Saawanooki 







“Kiowa Tribe -- people”, “Kiowa Tribe -- culture” 

“Osage Nation -- people”, 
“Osage Nation -- culture”
“Wa-zha-zhe -- people”,
“Wa-zha-zhe -- culture”,

“Ni-U-Ko¢n-Ska -- people”
“Ni-U-Ko¢n-Ska -- culture”










“Comanche Nation -- people”,
“Nʉmʉnʉʉ -- people”,

“Caddo Nation -- people”,
“Na' -a-wih ta' -sha -- people”,

“Kiowa Tribe -- people” 







Future Steps
Reach out to the Indigenous community for feedback

Have we correctly sourced the names represented in the Tribal Nation Names?
When found, have we correctly sourced the Indigenous Tribal Nation Names?
When thinking of applying a term as a subject heading, is there a preferred Name?

Questions to ask specific tribal nation members:

Understanding the complexity and diversity of Indigenous perspectives, does this
resource succeed at our intended goal of culturally responsive description of
Indigenous archival material held by non-tribal organizations?
Is there a different resource we could refer to for the Tribal Nation Names and/or
Indigenous Tribal Nation Names other than the Tribal Nation websites?
Have we excluded any tribal nation or indigenous communities in Oklahoma?

Questions to ask:



Future Steps
Reach out to Library and Archive community for feedback

Can you see yourself or your team using this resource when cataloging/remediating
metadata/etc.?
What could be added or amended to make this a beneficial resource?

Questions to ask:



Future Steps
Explain goals
Note where information was sourced
Track progress
Acknowledge those who have worked on and assisted this project

Develop About page 

Linking out to special collections in other institutions

Linked data

More volunteers
Google form contact info: https://forms.gle/c4HofmNC999QJChR7

Expand project to tribal nations in other U.S. states

https://forms.gle/c4HofmNC999QJChR7


Megan Macken, Oklahoma State University
megan.macken@okstate.edu

Kaitlyn Palone, University of Central Oklahoma
kpalone@uco.edu

Lulu Zilinskas - National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum
lzilinskas@nationalcowboymuseum.org

Thank you!
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