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Abstract

The project "Sensational Spiritualism: The Study of 19th Century Reporting and Its
Effect on the Spiritualist Movement" will explore sensationalism's effect on the Spiritualist
movement in the United States from the mid-19™ century through the 20 century. The project
explores how sensationalism contributed to the movement's progression, which peaked during
the 19th century due to the population's rising numbers and literacy rates. Newspapers are the
bulk of the primary sources captured for the project, which depict the unique language and
imagery that sensationalism brought forth, intriguing and influencing the interest of society,
which directly impacted society's intrigue and interest in Spiritualism. Many scholarly
interpretations of why the movement caught on so quickly and dissipated are discussed further in
the project.

The newspapers are in tandem with Spiritualism's historiography — its rise, fall, and
resurgence in the 19" and 20" centuries. Scholarly secondary sources have been chosen to
support the vast historiography of the movement. The newspapers will concur with the argument
that the preferred choice of language and imagery that sensationalism became known for directly
impacted the timeline and historiography of the movement. News agencies had a grasp and
influence on society's attention and fascination — Crompton Burton calls it "sophisticated
manipulation" - and this project strives to prove that these entities and tactics directly impacted

their acceptance and eventual disinterest.'

!'6. Crompton Burton, “‘Despicable Journalism’: Sensationalism and the American Presidency in the 19" Century,”
in Sensationalism: Murder, Mayhem, Mudslinging, Scandals, and Disasters in 19th century Reporting, ed. David B.
Sachsman and David W. Bulla (New York: Taylor & Francis Group, 2013), 106.
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Introduction

In 1888, Reuben Briggs Davenport wrote, “From such slight and trivial beginning came
the great movement — great because of the number when it comprised and of the sensation which
attended its progress — that for more than forty years has alternately surprised, puzzled, disgusted

and amused the world.”!

The great movement referenced is Spiritualism, a religion founded on
believing that the living could contact the dead in the afterlife. The movement made its way to
the United States in the mid-1800s, with active scholarly debate on the exact year it started. The
movement quickly gained traction and dissipated through the second half of the 19 century,
sharing its fair number of skeptics. It then saw a resurgence during the 20" century, with a more
scientific and philosophical approach, while trying to debunk its once-popular phenomenal
practices.

Scholars accredit Spiritualism’s rise, fall, and resurgence to times of mass casualties,
such as the Civil War, the first World War, and the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic. They theorize
that Spiritualism was a coping mechanism to deal with the loss of human life during these
significant historical events. Emma Hardinge Britten, a leading figure of the Spiritualist
movement, wrote: “that the [Civil] war added two million new believers to Spiritualism.”? Other
historians posit that Spiritualism’s reformist nature was attractive to a particular subsect of the
populous that no longer felt compelled to adhere to stringent religious belief systems. In the

journal article “Chief of a Nation of Ghosts: Images of Abraham Lincoln’s Spirit in the

Immediate Post-Civil War Period,” Kimberly Kutz writes, “Many scholars have attributed the

! Reuben Briggs Davenport, The Death Blow to Spiritualism, (New York: C.W. Dillingham Co., 1888), 16.
2 Barbara Weisberg, Talking to the Dead: Kate and Maggie Fox and the Rise of Spiritualism (New York: Harper-
Collins Publishers, Inc., 2009), 211.



movement’s appeal among nineteenth-century Americans to a desire to resist Calvinist doctrine
that consigned the souls of loved ones to eternal damnation.”® The movement saw a spectrum of
believers, practitioners, onlookers, and skeptics, with newspaper agencies there to capture it all.
Sensationalism — a well-known journalistic tactic considered “the stock and trade of the popular
mass media” and characterized by the dramatization of stories, a pointed use of colorful language
and specific words and phrases, and detailed imagery — also became popular during the same
timeframe as Spiritualism. The juxtaposition of the two creates an exciting dynamic; this project,
discussed herein and showcased through an Omeka exhibit (link here), will show how the
Spiritualist movement was portrayed and perceived by the public through sensationalism.*
In exploring the effect of sensationalism on the Spiritualist movement, the project will
answer the following questions:
¢ What impact did the media have on the Spiritualist movement?
e Was the media’s sensational coverage of the movement the catalyst for the rise of
spiritualist practices in the United States in the years preceding and during the Civil
War?
¢ Did the media’s negative coverage impact and lead to the decline of the Spiritualist

movement in the United States?

3 Kimberly N. Kutz, “Chief of a Nation of Ghosts: Images of Abraham Lincoln’s Spirit in the Immediate Post-Civil
War Period,” The Journal of American Culture 36 (2): 113.

4 John McLaren, “Sensational Spiritualism: The Study of 19""-Century Reporting and Its Effect on The Spiritualist
Movement,” Omeka.net, accessed on January 4, 2023, Browse Exhibits - Sensational Spiritualism: The Study of
19th-Century Reporting and Its Effect on the Spiritualist Movement (omeka.net).




e To what extent did media coverage of Spiritualism during and after World War I and
during the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic play in its resurgence within the culture of the
United States?’

Based on the outlined research questions, the proposed research contends that: Media
coverage of the 19th century was the catalyst for the rise and fall of the Spiritualist movement in
the United States and was also a contributing factor to its resurgence in the early 20th century.
The media’s distinct reporting style resonated with much of the population in the United States
and was a facilitating agent of the movement during these historically significant moments in
American history.® The project will defend the outlined thesis through the enclosed chapters:
Chapter 1, “Historiography,” will discuss the major trends and gaps within Spiritualism’s
historiography and the literature that exists within it. This essay will make clear how the topic
will add to this historiography. Chapter 2, “Methodology,” will dive a little deeper into the topic
itself - specifically the lens(es) used, the research plan, the sources utilized, and the archive(s)
accessed. Chapter 3, “Specialized Audience,” will focus on who the project is intended for and
will be presented to. Chapter 4, “Project Planning and Historical Topic Research,” will explore
how the project came together, including an overview of the topic and a detailed description of
the project’s planning workflow. Chapter 5, “Recommendations and Ethical Considerations,”
will ruminate on potential future research while also discussing the possibility of ethical
concerns that could be borne out of the project (whether from the topic itself, unintended
obstacles, the intended audience, or other aspects). Chapter 6, “Budgeting and Staffing

Requirements,” will explore the costs associated with the public history project, including getting

5 John McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” (essay, Southern New Hampshire
University, 2022), 3-4.
® McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 4.



it started and maintaining it. The chapter will also discuss any need to examine grant proposals
for the present or future. The conclusion will tie everything together in a comprehensive

summary, recapping how the project contributed to the proposed thesis.



Chapter 1: Historiography

To understand Spiritualism is to understand the lives of a sizable portion of American
society, which makes this doctrine a significant and relevant cultural phenomenon. Spiritualism
was one of the fastest-growing movements in the United States, arising from the Third Great
Awakening, which included several religions still practiced today, such as Christian Science and
Jehovah’s Witnesses. While Spiritualism 1is still practiced today, its practitioners have dwindled
dramatically. Scholars attribute the rise of Spiritualism to the overwhelming death toll of the
Civil War and depict how its practices were used as a coping mechanism to deal with the loss of
loved ones. Scholars touch on a renewed interest in spiritualist practices during and after World
War 1, after a brief subdued period at the end of the 19" century. Newspapers played a pivotal
role in perpetuating Spiritualism’s success and subsequent decline. Some mediums became high-
profile names across the country with the help of print media. While there have been assorted
studies on sensationalism during its heyday, its application to the Spiritualist movement has not
been reviewed and is a worthwhile topic.'

The beginning of Spiritualism’s historiography focused primarily on its phenomenal
aspects — “disintegrations of personality, genius, sleep, hypnotism, sensory automatism,
phantasms of the dead, motor automatism, transpossession, and ecstasy.” This study would also
include society’s fascination with those who engaged in these practices, such as the Fox sisters
and their contributions to the movement whom some scholars have focused exclusively. As the

movement’s popularity increased, so did the number of believers and followers. Mark A. Lause,

' McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 7.
2 Review of Modern Spiritualism, A History and a Criticism, by Frank Podmore, The American Journal of
Psychology, 14 no. 1 (1903): 116.



in his book Free Spirits.: Spiritualism, Republicanism, and Radicalism in the Civil War Era, says,
“By 1855 some spiritualists claimed 2 million believers, and the estimates continued up to 5 or 6
million by 1860. Simultaneously, Spiritualist publications made more modest estimates by states,
totaling 780,000 in 1857 and 1,537,000 by 1860. Either set of numbers would have made
Spiritualism a significant force.”® As the historiography progressed, scholars expanded the lenses
through which they studied the movement. Multiple discussions and interpretations came out of
these expansions. One interpretation focuses on the movement’s impact on society — emotional
and cultural changes - during and after the Civil War. Another interpretation explored
Spiritualism’s influence on sociopolitical subjects, notably Abraham Lincoln’s belief in
Spiritualism, his family’s and administration, and the movement’s connection to reform. Reform
movements such as abolitionism, secularism, and suffragism were supported by notable
Spiritualists and emulated the same beliefs as the burgeoning Republican party. Sally Morita
states, “In the middle of the nineteenth century, it became a subject of great interest in the United
States. [...] During the past few decades, historians have increasingly acknowledged this interest,
partly because of the discovery that Spiritualism was linked with the impetus for reform.”* As
the study between reform and Spiritualism grew, so did studies of Andrew Jackson Davis and the
philosophies of Spiritualism.’

When the movement experienced its resurgence at the beginning of the 20 century, there
was a renewed interest in its phenomenal practices. There was also increased skepticism towards

the movement as it resurged, focusing on discrediting and debunking it. Harry Houdini was a

3 Mark A. Lause, Free Spirits: Spiritualism, Republicanism, and Radicalism in the Civil War Era, (Chicago:
University of Illinois Press, 2016), Prologue.

4 Sally Morita, “Unseen (and Unappreciated) Matters: Understanding the Reformative Nature of 19th-Century
Spiritualism,” American Studies 40, no. 3 (1999): 99-100.

5 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 8-9.



notable individual during this period of skepticism, “one of the best-known scoffers [...] who
spent a good part of his career medium-bashing.”® Numerous articles and studies detail “the
death blow to Spiritualism,” which was Margaret Fox’s “confession” on what happened during
the spirit-rapping episodes that made the sisters famous.’

The historiography of Spiritualism has been explored from numerous lenses and by
several scholars; the study through the lens of sensationalism has yet to be uncovered. The topic
does not alter the historiography of Spiritualism, but a new viewpoint is offered on how
impactful the movement was on American society and culture. The union of Spiritualism and
sensationalism allows scholars to explore the influence of newspapers and how they swayed
public opinion. With “readers delighted in human interest and crime stories,” news agencies had
a pulse on the time's social, cultural, and political events. As a result, sensationalism shaped the
movement’s historiography and society’s changes in its belief and practice.®

Spiritualism’s connection to reform is well-known. Lause concisely summarizes this
when he states that politicians “always placed spiritualism alongside socialism, secularism,
woman suffrage, diet reform, and other ‘isms,” including abolitionism.”® Studies concerning
Andrew Jackson Davis, Modern Spiritualism, and the connection to reform are heavily spread
throughout the historiography. There are multiple studies on the Fox sisters and other spiritualist
mediums, their societal and cultural impacts on society, and how Spiritualism changed society’s
views on grief, death, and religion. Kimberly Kutz goes into more detail on the societal changes

on grief, death, and religion, as she explains: “Hopes for reunion with family members in the

6 4, Kenneth D. Pimple, “Ghosts, Spirits, and Scholars: The Origins of Modern Spiritualism,” in Qut Of The
Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, ed. Barbara Walker (Logan: Utah State University Press, 1995), 81.

7 Morning News, “Spiritualism’s Downfall,” The Morning News (Savannah, GA), October 24, 1888; McLaren, “9-1
Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 9.

8 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 9.

9 Lause, Free Spirits: Spiritualism, Republicanism, and Radicalism in the Civil War Era, Prologue.



afterlife frequently brought the bereaved into Spiritualism’s fold. Many scholars have attributed
the movement’s appeal among nineteenth-century Americans to a desire to resist Calvinist
doctrine that consigned the souls of loved ones to eternal damnation.”!?

Sensationalism was on a parallel trajectory to Spiritualism during the 19™ century.
According to David W. Bulla and David B. Sachsman, “The 1830s saw the rise of the penny
press when American journalism underwent a radical change. [...] the freakish came to dominate
local news coverage in the middle of the nineteenth century.”!! Sensationalism was used to sell
more newspapers as the population and literacy rate increased. This created an increase in the
number of persons indulging in newspapers and, thus, an increase in profits. As Bulla and
Sachsman state, “Literacy in the United States was extraordinarily high throughout the
nineteenth century, thus providing increasing audiences for American newspapers.”!?
Newspapers used a variety of topics, including the “unusual,” to generate revenue and influence
public opinion. The Spiritualist movement became one of these sensational topics; with the
movement’s strong connection to reform, sensationalism utilized the movement to “raise public
consciousness and influence public opinion.”!* The incorporation of Spiritualism within
sensational news stories significantly influenced the movement’s popularity almost as much as

the individuals who firmly stood behind or vehemently opposed it.!*

10 Kutz, “Chief of a Nation of Ghosts: Images of Abraham Lincoln’s Spirit in the Immediate Post-Civil War
Period,” 113; McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 10.

! David W. Bulla and David B. Sachsman, “Introduction,” in Sensationalism: Murder, Mayhem, Mudslinging,
Scandals, and Disasters in 19th century Reporting, ed. David B. Sachsman and David W. Bulla (New York: Taylor
& Francis Group, 2013), XIX-XX.

12 Bulla and Sachsman, “Introduction,” in Sensationalism: Murder, Mayhem, Mudslinging, Scandals, and Disasters
in 19th century Reporting, XVIII.

137, Jack Breslin, “Naughty Seeds of Sensationalism: Gossip and Celebrity in 19th century Reporting,”

in Sensationalism: Murder, Mayhem, Mudslinging, Scandals, and Disasters in 19th century Reporting, ed. David B.
Sachsman and David W. Bulla (New York: Taylor & Francis Group, 2013), 117.

14 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 10-11.



The topic would further emphasize the movement’s links to political, social, cultural, and
economic issues during the 19" and 20™ centuries. Lause reaffirms this with the statement, “The
impact of spiritualism as a movement on the social and political course of the nation in a
particularly critical period of American history merits reconjuring.”!*> Sensationalism “insinuated
itself into health issues, extreme weather, race, politics, and even the coverage of the natural
world” for profit and growth as literacy continued to rise. This expanded to Spiritualism and the
events and movements associated with it. More coverage of these events and movements meant
an expansion of public opinion and discourse.!'® Lause says, “Trial by committee reflected the
civic mechanisms by which Americans then established a collective opinion. Any public meeting
with such a purpose would appoint a committee to formulate resolutions or declare sentiments
and return to the group with the results of their deliberations.”!” These discussions and
committees would influence political decisions, candidacies, and various movements' progress,
manipulating Spiritualism and sensationalism. The coverage and influence of newspapers on
social, political, and cultural issues and the sway of public opinion and discourse still happens
today.'®

There are a variety of debates surrounding Spiritualism. One such discussion centers on
who started the movement in the United States. Most scholars believe that the Fox sisters and the
“Rochester Knockings” in 1848 were the start of the movement. Some works within the
historiography, such as R. Laurence Moore’s In Search of White Crows and Howard Kerr’s and

Charles Crow’s The Occult in America: New Historical Perspectives, are on the Fox sisters’ side

15 Lause, Free Spirits, Prologue.

16 Bulla and Sachsman, “Introduction,” XX.

17 Lause, Free Spirits, Prologue.

18 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 11.
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of the debate. Other scholars, like Robert W. Delp, argue that Andrew Jackson Davis, “The
Father of Modern Spiritualism,” was a more considerable influence and was the start of the
movement due to his self-proclaimed healing abilities."”

David Chapin’s Exploring Other Worlds: Margaret Fox, Elisha Kent Kane, and the
Antebellum Culture of Curiosity explores the Fox sisters and the “culture of curiosity” their spirit
rappings created during the 19" century.?’ Scholars investigating the Fox sisters and their
contributions to Spiritualism may find these works fascinating but limited. Chapin’s study,
especially the movement’s decline in 1888, is a thrilling social view of Spiritualism. The lens
from the lives of Margaret Fox and Elisha Kent Kane is narrow and may exclude other
influences that could have contributed to the movement’s downfall. The same may be said for
Nancy Rubin Stuart’s The Reluctant Spiritualist: The Life of Maggie Fox and Barbara
Weisberg’s Talking to the Dead: Kate and Maggie Fox and the Rise of Spiritualism. Stuart’s
work explores the life of Margaret Fox in detail utilizing primary sources, while Weisberg’s is a
broader story about the Fox sisters. Unlike Stuart, Weisberg attempts to tie back to the more
extensive historiography. To revisit the movement’s decline in 1888, Reuben Briggs Davenport
reported on the Fox sisters’ confession in 1888 in his work The Death Blow to Spiritualism,
deemed an essential work within the historiography.?!

Another historiographical debate is Spiritualism’s influence on how society dealt with

grief, death, and religion. Elizabeth Lowry explains, “Many Americans had become disillusioned

19 Robert W. Delp, “Andrew Jackson Davis: Prophet of American Spiritualism,” The Journal of American History
54, no. 1 (1967): 55; McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 18.

20 Jonathan Dore, “Exploring Other Worlds: Margaret Fox, Elisha Kent Kane, and the Antebellum Culture of
Curiosity, by David Chapin,” review of Exploring Other Worlds: Margaret Fox, Elisha Kent Kane, and the
Antebellum Culture of Curiosity, by David Chapin, Rhode Island College, accessed on December 7, 2022, Exploring
Other Worlds (ric.edu).

2 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 18-19.
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with Puritanical values and with strict Calvinist doctrine that denied emotion, espoused an excess
of self-control and self-denial, and seemed to condemn pleasure. They wanted an outlet for their
feelings,” which Spiritualism provided.?? As the death toll increased and the Civil War
commenced, the need to express grief and emotion was found in spirit communication.
Individuals “dabbled in these activities in hopes of finding something to validate their hopes for
a loved one who had passed over or was in an afterlife.”?* Drew Gilpin Faust’s work This
Republic of Suffering: Death and the American Civil War focused on “the impact of the Civil
War’s enormous death toll on the lives of nineteenth century-Americans.”?* Faust’s exploration
of how Spiritualism changed America’s view of grief and death during the bloodiest conflict in
the nation’s history is a praiseworthy work and paved the way for others to create similar
interpretations surrounding death, reform, and politics. Examples include Molly McGarry’s
Ghosts of Futures Past: Spiritualism and the Cultural Politics of Nineteenth-Century America
and Mark A. Lause’s Free Spirits: Spiritualism, Republicanism, and Radicalism in the Civil War
Era®

Spiritualism was revisited as an organized religion. Bret Carroll’s work Spiritualism in
Antebellum America studies the movement as a “religious ideology,” creating a comparative
study with other religious movements of the mid-nineteenth century.?® Other works attempt to
mirror Carroll’s comparative work, utilizing other religious movements such as Mesmerism,

Theosophy, and the occult. These include Shane McCorristine’s Spiritualism, Mesmerism and

22 Elizabeth Lowry, “Spiritual (R)evolution and the Turning of Tables: Abolition, Feminism, and the Rhetoric of
Social Reform in the Antebellum Public Sphere,” Journal for the Study of Radicalism 9, no. 2 (2015): 8.

23 Lause, Free Spirits, Prologue.

24 “Drew Faust,” Department of History, Harvard University, accessed on September 22, 2022, Drew Faust
Harvard University | History Department.

2 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 19.

26 Bret E. Carroll, Spiritualism in Antebellum America (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1997), IX.
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the Occult, 1800-1920, and Tatiana Kontou’s The Ashgate Research Companion to Nineteenth-
Century Spiritualism and the Occult. Cathy Gutierrez’s Plato’s Ghost: Spiritualism in the
American Renaissance takes a philosophical approach to how Spiritualism became the ideal for
social, cultural, and religious practices in the 19™ century. These works use a religious lens to
understand Spiritualism’s importance to American society and culture and connect to the studies
that Faust, Lause, Lowry, and McGarry were conducting on the impact on grief, death, and
politics. The study of Spiritualism as a religion created historiographical interpretations of
general comparisons to other faiths and further psychical research, especially during its
resurgence in the 20" century. Catherine L. Albanese’s book 4 Republic of Mind and Spirit: A
Cultural History of American Metaphysical Religion focuses on “exploring new models for
narrating the story of religion in the United States.”” Albanese’s overall conclusion is that
Spiritualism, along with other metaphysical religions, was part of the foundation that shaped
faith belief in the United States. In their work Religious Movements in Contemporary America,
Irving 1. Zaretsky and Mark P. Leone “[considers] three categories of religious movements:
native American churches, recently founded religious groups, and syncretistic groups based on
imported cults,” which includes Spiritualism, and how they influenced American culture,
emotion, and behavior.?® James Obelkevich’s Disciplines of Faith: Studies in Religion, Politics,
and Patriarchy is an “engagement with religion” and investigates the relationships between
religion, radicalism, politics, and culture.?® Zaretsky and Leone’s work is an early attempt within

the historiography to situate Spiritualism within the sphere of religion in America. Obelkevich’s

27 “Catherine L. Albanese,” Department of Religious Studies, UC Santa Barbara, accessed on September 22, 2022,
Catherine L. Albanese — Religious Studies, UC Santa Barbara (ucsb.edu).

28 “Religious Movements in Contemporary America,” Princeton University Press, accessed on October 9, 2022,
Religious Movements in Contemporary America | Princeton University Press.

2 Jim Obelkevich, Disciplines of Faith: Studies in Religion, Politics and Patriarchy, (New York: Routledge &
Kegan Paul, Inc., 1987), 2.
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work is reminiscent of Ann Braude as it discusses Spiritualism, feminism, and women’s rights.
However, it can get lost due to its particularity in the broader discussion of Spiritualism and
American religion.>

Spiritualism’s influence on and involvement in reform and politics is a constantly
evolving subject in the 19" century and is deeply discussed. Sensationalism focused on these two
issues to set opponents against one another and sway public opinion. Many scholars examined
Spiritualism during the antebellum period, including Drew Gilpin Faust, Molly McGarry, and
Mark A. Lause. While Faust explored the emotional impact of the war and the response from
Spiritualism, McGarry and Lause pivot and look into how Spiritualism was tied into the 19™-
century American political environment. Lause discusses how Spiritualism influenced 19%-
century politics and the movement’s penetration into the Lincoln family and administration.
McGarry does touch on politics but mainly discusses reform, specifically secularism. This nods
to Alex Owen’s The Darkened Room: Women, Power, and Spiritualism in Late Victorian
England and Ann Braude’s Radical Spirits: Spiritualism and Women'’s Rights in Nineteenth-
Century America. These works looked at the connection between Spiritualism and women’s
rights through mediumship. They were the first to explore Spiritualism’s relationship to reform
and the cultural impact of its phenomenal practices. These works help scholars move forward to
understand Spiritualism’s complexity as opposed to continuing to focus on the singular lens of its
phenomenal practices.’!

When the movement resurged in the 20™ century, scholars investigated, debated, and

picked apart the movement’s tenets. Initially, the base audience was attracted by Spiritualism’s

30 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 20-21.
3 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 21-22.
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phenomenal aspects, examined in William Crookes’s Researches in the Phenomena of
Spiritualism and Ruth Brandon’s The Spiritualists: The Passion for the Occult in the Nineteenth
and Twentieth Centuries. In R. Laurence Moore’s In Search of White Crows, he “chronicles
Americans’ fascination with the paranormal” and how these practices transitioned into “religious
and scientific mainstreams.”>? Skepticism still exists within the scholarly debate of Spiritualism.
This is evident in E.J. Dingwall’s criticism of Spiritualism entitled The Critics’ Dilemma. Erik R.
Seeman’s Speaking with the Dead in Early America channels Moore with his discussion of
Spiritualism’s phenomenal practices, focusing on the progression of spirit communication from
the Protestant Reformation through the 19th century to its integration into Spiritualism.** Barbara
Walker’s work Out Of The Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural discusses the validity of
supernatural occurrences, including Spiritualism. As the historiography expands, scholars look to
re-investigate Spiritualism’s phenomenal aspects, comparing the movement with other psychical
practices. Gillian Bennett’s work Traditions of Belief: Women, Folklore and the Supernatural
Today discusses the assumptions of and relationships between women and supernatural folk
belief, which include ESP, fortune telling, and spiritualism.** Arthur Wrobel’s work, Pseudo-
Science and Society in 19th-Century America, is an investigative piece looking at Spiritualism

and other movements (such as Mesmerism and phrenology) as a “science,” discussing how 19th-

32 “In Search of White Crows. By R. Laurence Moore.” Cambridge University Press, accessed on October 9, 2022,
In Search of White Crows. By R. Laurence Moore. New York: Oxford Press, 1977. xvii + 310 pp. $12.95. | Church
History | Cambridge Core.

33 “Brik R. Seeman. Speaking with the Dead in Early America,” Oxford University Press, accessed on October 9,
2022, Erik R. Seeman. Speaking with the Dead in Early America. | The American Historical Review | Oxford
Academic (oup.com).

34 Barbara Truesdell, “Bennett, Gillian. Traditions of Belief: Women, Folklore and the Supernatural Today,” review
of Traditions of Belief: Women, Folklore and the Supernatural Today, by Gillian Bennett, Folklore Forum 21, no. 1
(1988): 89, accessed on December 6, 2022, untitled (iu.edu).
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century Americans felt “human perfection could be achieved with the aid of modern science”
through the practice of these “pseudo-sciences.”

A critical perspective on the topic is examining the Spiritualist movement through
sensationalism. David W. Bulla and Heather R. Haley’s contribution to Sensationalism: Murder,
Mayhem, Mudslinging, Scandals, and Disasters in 19"-century Reporting discuss the
progression and intensity of sensationalism from the mid-to-late 1800s. This timeline aligns with
the passage of the Spiritualist movement. Amanda Frisken’s Graphic News: How Sensational
Images Transformed Nineteenth-Century Journalism is an appropriate addition to the discussion
of sensationalism. Her argument surrounds the impact of illustrations on sensational news
production. Frisken’s essential work argues that this critical juncture in news publication and

sensationalism increased news circulation, revenue, and audience engagement and contributed to

the news’ influence on politics and society.

3% “History of Science, Technology, and Medicine,” University of Kentucky, accessed on October 9, 2022, "Pseudo-
Science and Society in 19th-Century America" by Arthur Wrobel (uky.edu); McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I
Submission: Research Proposal,” 22-23.

36 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 23-24.
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Chapter 2: Methodology

Spiritualism has been explored through various lenses throughout the historiography —
cultural, social, political, economic, scientific, gender, and religious. The topic of Spiritualism
and sensationalism will be examined through a social lens. The social lens explores
sensationalism’s impact on the Spiritualist movement and how it influenced society’s perception
of and engagement with the practices. This is supported by numerous primary source material;
the social lens explores “society at large” through various themes, including “social status,”

29 ¢

“standard of living,” “modernization,” and “gender.”! This lens and these accompanying themes
will confirm how sensationalism was a significant contributor to the progression of Spiritualism
and its evolving cultural context. Looking at the movement through the lens of sensationalism
adds another layer to this understanding of Spiritualism. Scholars have not previously explored
this gap within the more extensive historiography.

Multiple online databases were used to collect primary and secondary source material:
Newspapers.com, JSTOR, Internet Archive, and HathiTrust were the primary ones.
Newspapers.com is the “largest online newspaper archive consisting of 797 million+ pages of
historical newspapers from 25,200+ newspapers from around the United States and beyond.”?
The database is crucial in identifying primary source material that will connect sensationalism

and Spiritualism during the 19th and 20th centuries, with articles included as items within the

Omeka project.’

! Christoph Conrad, (2009), Social History, International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences (pp.
307-312), DOI: 10.1016/B978-0-08-097086-8.62127-X.

2 “About Newspapers.com,” Newspapers.com, accessed on October 8, 2022, About Newspapers.com.

3 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 12.




17

JSTOR is a digital library that “provides access to more than 12 million journal articles,
books, images, and primary sources [...].”* Numerous sources were found through this database,
including a critical source that is part of Spiritualism’s early historiography - an article written by
John Townsend Trowbridge in 1908 for The North American Review entitled “Early
Investigations in Spiritualism” where Trowbridge details his fifty-year experience with the
movement. Secondary source material — supporting journal articles discussing various
interpretations of Spiritualism’s historiography — was also obtained through this database. The
historiographical information from the secondary source material will build the factual text to
craft the exhibits within the Omeka project.’

Internet Archive is a massive digital archive containing web history that goes back over
twenty-five years. It is a non-profit that provides public access to its content and is “building a
digital library of Internet sites and other cultural artifacts in digital form.”® Their archives contain
“38 million books and texts.”” HathiTrust is another digital archive that is limited to digitized
books and texts. Rare or out-of-print books that are digitized can be found on these sites. These
two sites were vital in finding other necessary primary sources, outside of newspaper format,
crucial to the beginning historiography of Spiritualism. This includes works by Emma Hardinge
Britten, Eliab Wilkinson Capron, and the first complete investigation of the Fox sisters’ spirit
rappings entitled the “Rochester Knockings™ from 1851. These two sites were also crucial in
finding digitized copies of older secondary sources from scholars exploring the historiography of

Spiritualism, such as R. Laurence Moore’s In Search of White Crows, where they were not

4«“About JSTOR,” JSTOR.org, accessed on October 8, 2022, Home - About JSTOR (snhu.edu).

5 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 12.

6 “About the Internet Archive,” Internet Archive, accessed on October 8, 2022. Internet Archive: About IA.
7 “About the Internet Archive,” Internet Archive, accessed on October 8, 2022. Internet Archive: About IA.
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available through the Amazon Kindle app. Secondary source material published within the past
ten years was easily obtainable through Amazon (either physical copies or Kindle). The
historiographical information from the primary and secondary source material will build the
factual text to craft the exhibits within the Omeka project.®

Images were obtained through various scholarly websites, including Newspapers.com
(images directly from selected articles), the Library of Congress, the Smithsonian, and LAMs
(libraries, archives, and museums). The images are of various subjects: individuals (Spiritualists
and skeptics), physical objects associated with Spiritualism, objects related to debunking
Spiritualism, and clips of articles that display sensationalism. These images will be included as
items within the Omeka exhibits to support the historiographical information displayed.

The research plan was a methodical process. Secondary sources were already in
possession due to prior research. The bibliographies and references were reviewed and compared
to see which sources were repeatedly used by the authors. Notes were also taken on primary
sources and put aside for a later study. Once a lengthy list of secondary sources was compiled,
they were examined to ensure they were scholarly and peer-reviewed, with the list being pared
down as necessary. Once the secondary sources were established, the primary sources jotted
down were similarly examined for applicability. Then a search for newspaper articles — the
majority primary source — commenced. Specific keywords were used, such as “spiritualism,”

99 ¢

“spiritism,” “medium,” and “Houdini,” to match articles that would contain those words within
the headlines or body. There were no exclusions to geographic regions, and the search targeted

the years 1850 — 1920. Once a comprehensive list of articles was compiled, they were examined

for sensational language, including “frequent use of multicolumn headlines that sometimes

8 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 12-13.
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99 <6

stretched across the front page,” “generous and imaginative use of illustrations," and
"flamboyant and aggressive” language.’ As the newspapers were examined, some patterns
emerged, and the articles were categorized into four groups. The categorizations/patterns were

compared to the historiography to ensure they aligned with the proposed topic.

The image search was handled similarly to the newspaper articles. Specific keywords

99 <6 99 ¢¢

were used in Google, such as “fox sisters,” “oscillator,” “seance,” and “Houdini,” to find images
that would match significant themes or ideas throughout the historiography. Websites were
checked for credibility, including their domains and usage. Once the website was thoroughly

evaluated, the websites were bookmarked, and the images were saved.

1. W. Joseph Campbell, “Yellow Journalism: Why So Maligned and Misunderstood?” in Sensationalism: Murder,
Mayhem, Mudslinging, Scandals, and Disasters in 19th century Reporting, ed. David B. Sachsman and David W.
Bulla (New York: Taylor & Francis Group, 2013), 4.
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Chapter 3: Specialized Audience

The target audiences for the project are varied, given the union of Spiritualism and
sensationalism. The first target audience, and the largest, would be academics interested in the
social, cultural, political, and economic changes during the timeline of Spiritualism. This
audience would include graduate students, professors, and historians. This audience is not easily
quantifiable as the topic of Spiritualism can be blended into other subjects, as previously
established. However, results from searches on academic databases reveal extensive and varied
interest. For example, a search using the keyword “spiritualism” on JSTOR generated 55,974
results across 83 subjects (the top three subjects being History, Sociology, and American
Studies).! A similar search on Project Muse yielded 6,585 results across 100+ research areas (the
top three being Literature, History, and Religion).?

Another target audience would be those interested in Spiritualism as a religion and other
metaphysical religions. This would be a much smaller niche audience. According to Pew
Research Center’s “Religious Landscape Study” conducted in 2007 and 2014, 0.4% of survey
participants (35,000 Americans) identify as “Other Christian” — a subsect of that identification is
“Spiritualist” which is <0.3% of the participants (or less than 10,000 individuals).> A similar
target audience would be those interested in new-age religions, given the comparative studies
between Spiritualism and these religions. In Pew Research Center’s study, 0.4% of the

participants identify as part of a new-age religion — another niche audience.* However, according

I “Search Results for: spiritualism,” JSTOR, accessed on December 1, 2022, JSTOR: Search Results (snhu.edu).

2 “Search Results for: spiritualism,” Project Muse, accessed on December 1, 2022, Project MUSE (jhu.edu).

3 Pew Research Center, “Religious Landscape Center,” Pew Research Center, last modified May 12, 2015, accessed
on December 2, 2022, Religion in America: U.S. Religious Data, Demographics and Statistics | Pew Research
Center; See Figure 1.

4 See Figure 1.
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to another survey by Pew Research Center, there is an upward trajectory of individuals switching
from organized religion to being “religiously unaffiliated” or “religious ‘nones,” which this topic
may spark intrigue.’

Another target audience is those who believe in the occult and paranormal, given
Spiritualism’s popular phenomenal practices. A Gallup poll in 2005 surveyed several Americans,
giving ten “paranormal belief[s]” to review. The survey concludes that “about three in four
Americans profess at least one paranormal belief,” including ghosts, spirit communication, and
ESP.® Pew Research Center conducted a similar survey in 2017, where “roughly six-in-ten
American adults accept at least one [...] New Age beliefs,” including mediums and
reincarnation.’” These survey results reveal that Spiritualism's phenomenal practices align with
the American population's general belief and curiosity, making this target audience the broadest

and most varied.

5 Pew Research Center, “Modeling the Future of Religion in America,” Pew Research Center, last modified
September 13, 2022, accessed on December 2, 2022, How the U.S. Religious Landscape Could Change Over the
Next 50 Years | Pew Research Center; See Figure 2.

¢ David W. Moore, “Three in Four Americans Believe in Paranormal,” Gallup, last modified June 16, 2005,
accessed on December 2, 2022, Three in Four Americans Believe in Paranormal (gallup.com).

" Claire Gecewicz, “’New Age’ beliefs common among both religious and nonreligious Americans,” Pew Research
Center, last modified October 1, 2018, accessed on December 2, 2022, ‘New Age’ beliefs common among religious,
nonreligious Americans | Pew Research Center: See Figure 3.
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Christians Decline as Share of U.S. Population; Other
Faiths and the Unaffiliated Are Growing

2007 2014 Change*
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Figure 1: 2014 Pew Research Center Study “Religious Landscape Study” (Courtesy of Pew
Research Center).



U.S. Christians projected to fall below 50% of population if recent trends continue

% of Americans o ar:

100

2020: 64%-
i
| i . 54% No swilching
[ B

Ky ) 48% Steady
LS. switching
' . O30% With limits

PROJECTED oas’awﬁi‘osm

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Seenarios

 No switching

This scenario imagines no person in
America has changed or will change
their religlon after 2020,

O Steady switching

Movement into and out of Christianity
remains stable at recently observed

rates, That Is, In each new generation,

31% of Christians become religiously
unaffiliated before they tum 3G, and
21% of unaffiliated peopie become
Christfan.

© Rising disaffiliation with limits

In each new generation, a growing
share of Christians switch out before
they turn 30, while & shrinking share
of 'nones’ switch in. But the switching
rate is capped te prevent the share of
Christians who leave the falth from
rising above 0%,

© Rising disaffiliation without limits

In each new generation, a growing
share of Christians switch out before
they tum 30, white a shrinking shara
of 'nones’ switch in. No cap is
imposed on switching rates,

23

Figure 2: 2020 Pew Research Center Survey “Modeling the Future of Religion in America”

(Courtesy of Pew Research Center).

Six-in-ten Christians, ‘nones’ hold at least one New Age belief
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Figure 3: 2017 Pew Research Center Survey on American adults and New Age beliefs

(Courtesy of Pew Research Center).
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Chapter 4: Project Planning and Historical Topic Research

The project is entitled “Sensational Spiritualism: The Study of 19" Century Reporting
and Its Effect on the Spiritualist Movement.” It will be exhibited through the platform Omeka to
easily narrate the timelines and key facts of Spiritualism and sensationalism and also incorporate
a variety of documents, artifacts, and points in a visually appealing format to engage and educate
a broad audience (see Chapter 4 “Specialized Audience” for further details). The topic and
selected source material do not change the historiographies of Spiritualism or sensationalism.
Instead, how the sources are applied and how the topic is presented creates an alternative
perspective from the lens of sensationalism. The topic and project examine sensationalism’s
impact on Spiritualism and its outcome within society, which makes a unique interpretation
within the historiography (see Chapter 2, “Historiography,” to review details on how the topic
adds to the historiography). With Omeka’s ability to “[share] digital collections” and create
“media-rich online exhibits,” the platform was the perfect selection for this topic and project.’

The Omeka project will be divided into three main exhibits, with pages to showcase a
part of the exhibit: The first exhibit is the “Introduction,” which will present the audience with
the topics of Spiritualism and sensationalism and prepare them for the main exhibit and the
intended goal/questions it seeks to answer. The “Introduction” exhibit will have five pages/sub-
sections:

1. “What is Spiritualism?” will provide audiences with key facts on what the movement

is;

I “Omeka.net,” Omeka.net, accessed on December 1, 2022, Omeka.net.
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2. “Spiritualism — A Brief Timeline” will provide audiences with a high-level timeline
of the significant events of the movement;

3. “What is Sensationalism?” will provide audiences with key facts on what the
journalism tactic is;

4. “Sensationalism — A Brief Timeline” will provide audiences with a high-level
timeline of the significant events of the movement;

5. “Goal of Exhibit” will sum up what the exhibit hopes to achieve and provide a
transition to the body of the exhibit.

The next exhibit, entitled “Sensational Spiritualism,” is the body of the project, which
will cover the historiography of Spiritualism through the lens of sensationalism. This will consist
of three pages/sub-sections:

1. “Rise of Spiritualism” will discuss the movement’s beginning during the mid-to-late
1800s and how sensationalism contributed to its popularity and progression during
this timeframe. Exhibit items to support this discussion will include photographs and
newspaper articles, which will be discussed further regarding historical topic
research;

2. “Fall of Spiritualism AKA the ‘Death Blow”” will discuss the movement’s decline,
starting with Margaret Fox’s confession in 1888, how society’s perception changed
towards the end of the 19" century, and sensationalism’s contribution to this. Exhibit
items to support this discussion will include photographs and newspaper articles,
which will be discussed further below regarding historical topic research;

3. “Spiritualism’s Resurgence” will discuss the movement’s slow return in the 20"

century, society’s reluctance and skepticism towards Spiritualism, and the
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investigative and scientific approaches to debunk or validate it. The exhibit will
evaluate sensationalism’s contributions to these perceptions and events. Exhibit items
to support this discussion will include photographs, objects, and newspaper articles,
which will be discussed further below regarding historical topic research.

The last exhibit will be the “Conclusion,” which will summarize all the information
provided in the prior exhibit sections. Two pages/sub-sections will be found here:

1. “Suggested Reading List” will contain a select bibliography, providing audiences
with a choice list of primary and secondary sources to explore the topic further at
their discretion;

2. “We’d Love To Hear From You!” will contain a link to a feedback survey so the
audience can provide comments, and responses can be collected.

Chapter 3, “Methodology,” details the research plan and the sources obtained. It is stated
in this chapter that four patterns emerged during the examination of the newspaper sources and
were categorized accordingly. Articles supporting these categorizations are included as exhibit
items throughout the Omeka project and are detailed in the “Sensational Spiritualism” exhibit
section and sub-section to narrate the historical topic. The articles outline the rise and fall of the
Spiritualist movement and highlight the repeated use of sensationalism, which is the outline of
the project.

The first category covers articles that reveal a society that accepts and is curious about
Spiritualism. These articles were in the staunch belief of the movement and “[had] the most

implicit faith in the mysterious manifestations as exhibited by the Fox sisters” and others.? The

2 St. Louis Post Dispatch, “Last Of Famous Fox Sisters Dies,” St. Louis Post Dispatch (St. Louis, MO), November
9, 1902.
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Fox sisters became famous once their spirit rappings were discovered, with the help and
perpetuation of newspapers. For example, from May 9, 1848, the Buffalo Weekly Republic

claimed to “await further revelations with a good deal of interest.””

The extensive, exploitative
coverage of the Fox sisters drove the early progression of the Spiritualist movement. This
promulgated one of the historiographical debates where scholars pinpoint the beginning of the
U.S. movement to the Fox sisters and their knockings; R. Laurence Moore, Howard Kerr, and
Charles Crow wrote their respective works based on this starting point. These are essential in
establishing the movement’s start and “were published to entertain readers,” a staple of
sensationalism.* These examples will be discussed and showcased in the “Rise of Spiritualism”
sub-section of the “Sensational Spiritualism” exhibit.

Another group of primary sources reflects a transition to disinterest or opposition to the
movement. As the movement continued to transition and the Fox sisters became less popular,
some newspapers began to question and discuss Spiritualism openly and whether those beliefs
were “from the point of view of one governed solely by reason.”® The articles align with the
historiography, where society’s interest waned in tandem with the Fox sisters’ popularity.
Articles reflecting this transition will be added as items throughout the Omeka project and
detailed in the “Sensational Spiritualism” exhibit section, specifically in the “Fall of
Spiritualism” sub-section. We can see some scholars within the historiography, such as Nancy

Rubin Stuart and Barbara Weisberg, who were still interested in the Fox sisters, but on a more

generalized basis, with no unique argument to tie back to the historiography. A review in the

3 Buffalo Weekly Republic, “The Ghost of Ganargwa,” Buffalo Weekly Republic (Buffalo, NY), May 9, 1848; See
Figure 4.

4 Bulla and Sachsman, “Introduction,” XX.

5 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 13.

¢ Brooklyn Daily Eagle, “Spread of Spiritualism,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle (Brooklyn, NY), April 4, 1899.
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Journal of the Early Republic states that both works “cumulatively present by far the most
accurate chronology and account of the Fox sisters to date.”” Some newspapers, like the St. Louis
Globe-Democrat from March 26, 1893, wrote lengthy exposés that supposedly “exposed” frauds
concealed as mediums and called out their deceitful practices.® These articles and exposé pieces
are classic examples of sensationalism, where colorful language evoked specific emotions
toward the Spiritualist movement. The San Francisco Examiner from August 5, 1928, has a
headline sprawled across the top entitled “Astonishing Confessions of Bogus ‘Spirit Medium’”
and used keywords such as “fraud” and “trick” and enclosed some choice words in quotation
marks like “evidence” to downplay belief in the movement’s phenomenal practices.’ The
Vermont Farmer in 1876 viewed Spiritualism in the same light, with the use of choice keywords

(“deception,” “dramatic,” “deceive,” and “credulous”).!’

This would align with skeptical
scholars later within the historiography, such as E.J. Dingwall, who openly criticized and
supported criticisms of William Crookes, Florence Cook, Eusapia Palladino, and other mediums.
Discussions of these, and supporting images, will be included in the “Fall of Spiritualism” and
“Spiritualism’s Resurgence” sub-sections of the “Sensational Spiritualism” exhibit.!!

At the end of the 19" century and the start of the 20" century, newspapers started

including images to strengthen their stories - the third group of articles. This directly relates to

Amanda Frisken’s argument about how graphic illustrations were used to “increase circulation,

"Mark Metzler Sawin, “Reviewed Work(s): Exploring Other Worlds: Margaret Fox, Elisha Kent Kane, and the
Antebellum Culture of Curiosity by David Chapin; The Reluctant Spiritualist: The Life of Maggie Fox by Nancy
Rubin Stuart; Talking to the Dead: Kate and Maggie Fox and the Rise of Spiritualism by Barbara Weisberg,”
Journal of the Early Republic 25, no. 4 (2005): 670.

8 St. Louis Globe-Democrat, “Exposures of Mediums,” St. Louis Globe-Democrat (St. Louis, MO), March 26, 1893.
% San Francisco Examiner, “Astonishing Confessions of Bogus ‘Spirit Medium’,” San Francisco Examiner (San
Francisco, CA), August 5, 1928; See Figures 5 and 6.

10 Vermont Farmer, “Spiritualism is America,” Vermont Farmer (Newport, VT), November 10, 1876.

' McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 13-14.
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expand revenues, attract constituencies, and influence political culture.”'? Some were for
Spiritualism; an example is an article from the St. Louis Globe-Democrat in 1893, which called
out Spiritualism’s skeptics by highlighting the movement’s phenomenal practices as legitimate
and added images of spirit writing to the article to entice the reader.!> Another example is a 1923
article from the Time Record News in Kansas, a simple advertisement for a “Gigantic Exhibition
of Spiritism” with images of an angel and death.'* Other reports, like the San Francisco
Examiner from March 3, 1907, utilize a large headline (“‘Our Seances Were Simply Frauds,’ Is
Confession of Medium™) with a sizable image of an idol that was used to “dupe” individuals.'
The full-page article also includes smaller sensational headlines, such as “Confess Fraud” and
“Fake Medium Collapses When Accused.”!® The reports uncover further connections to
sensationalism and the degrees of rhetoric, tone, and saturation an article may have on readers.
This is validated by Bulla and Sachsman, who state in their journalism series that “The degree of
the rhetoric exaggerates the sensational effect. The greater the degree of grotesque detail (that is,
the repetition of such detail) used, the stronger the sensationalism. The assumption is that this
saturation will make more of an impact on the reader. Large and all-caps headlines also
heightened the effect, as did the use of exclamation points.”!” Frisken adds to this, stating that
“such images built on now familiar visual strategies of transforming evidence-based images for

emotional effect, with greater deniability and less vulnerability to protests than interpretive

12 Amanda Frisken, Graphic News: How Sensational Images Transformed Nineteenth-Century Journalism (Urbana,
Chicago; Springfield: University of Illinois Press, 2020), 1.

13 St. Louis Globe-Democrat, “Exposures of Mediums,” St. Louis Globe-Democrat (St. Louis, MO), March 26,
1893.

14 Times Record News, “Free to All At the Big Health Revival,” Times Record News (Wichita, KS), February 4,
1923.

15 San Francisco Examiner, “’Our Seances Were Simply Frauds,” Is Confession of Medium,” San Francisco
Examiner (San Francisco, CA), March 3, 1907; See Figure 7.

16 San Francisco Examiner, “’Our Seances Were Simply Frauds,” Is Confession of Medium,” San Francisco
Examiner (San Francisco, CA), March 3, 1907; See Figure 7.

17 Bulla and Sachsman, “Introduction,” XXI.
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illustration.”'® As the movement’s progression enters the end of the 19" century and into the 20™
century, the images become sharper and more precise; no longer are they pencil or ink drawings,
but now photographic images (also a new medium at this point) that can no longer be left to
interpretation as they are deemed more “authentic.”'® This transition of language and image use
throughout Spiritualism’s historiography, as exemplified by the cited articles and images, will be
included in the “Sensational Spiritualism” exhibit, specifically the “Fall of Spiritualism” and
“Spiritualism’s Resurgence” sub-sections.?’

Harry Houdini was no stranger to the news, as he was a prominent skeptic of
Spiritualism. He was outspoken about the Fox sisters and other mediums and authored numerous
articles to debunk them. Houdini wrote a widely circulated article in 1924 entitled “Spiritualism
Exposed” for The Pantagraph outlining Margaret Fox’s confession where she ‘exposed’
Spiritualism. He also “charged” other mediums with being a “thief” and “faker” and “other

t.2! Houdini’s skepticism aligned with Spiritualism’s 20"-century

epithets” to reveal their decei
resurgence, where the phenomenal practices fell under scientific scrutiny to validate or debunk
its credibility. An article from the San Francisco Examiner in April 1922 examined “How
Science Traps ‘Ghosts’” with “elaborate scientific instruments” and “exact scientific methods.”*?
We can see the use of “authentic” photographic images as “evidence” to back up the skepticism,

per Frisken’s argument, to sway the public’s opinion.?* These articles reveal a blueprint of the

slow reintroduction of Spiritualism into society but with a progressive maturity as religion and

18 Frisken, Graphic News: How Sensational Images Transformed Nineteenth-Century Journalism, 201.

19 Frisken, Graphic News, 201.

20 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 14-15.

21'San Bernardino County Sun, “Physical Combat Near When Houdini Says Mediums Are All ‘Fakers,” San
Bernardino County Sun (San Bernardino, CA), February 27, 1926.

22 San Francisco Examiner, “How Science Traps ‘Ghosts’,” San Francisco Examiner (San Francisco, CA), April 16,
1922; See Figure 8.

23 Frisken, Graphic News, 201.
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science begin to co-exist. This is evident within Spiritualism’s historiography, where skepticism
continues to this day, such as E.J. Dingwall, who was critical of mediums like Florence Cook,
William Crookes, and Eusapia Palladino. Spiritualism's skepticism and scientific scrutiny will be
discussed in the “Spiritualism’s Resurgence” exhibit, with cited articles and images added as
support. The articles also show another side of this reintroduction, where scholars think of
Spiritualism beyond its phenomenal practices. This is where scholars’ interpretations within the
historiography exploded. Spiritualism was revisited as a religion, a philosophy, an influence on
politics and culture, and a catalyst for reform. The focus on Spiritualism’s phenomenal practices
expanded, and while interest remained there, other interests emerged on its philosophical tenets.
While the project does not delve into these various interpretations, nods to these arguments will
be included in the “Conclusion” exhibit as they are essential to the overall historiography.>*
Other necessary primary sources obtained, not newspaper format, were influential in
establishing the historiography of Spiritualism and creating the exhibit sections’ text. These 19'-
century sources were either published by known Spiritualists or those integrally involved with
the movement and shared their experiences. Emma Hardinge Britten wrote Modern American
Spiritualism in 1870. It comprises individuals and events involved with the Spiritualist
movement between 1870 and 1890. Britten is herself a Spiritualist and discusses her mediumship
and colleagues. It serves as an excellent reference for the early start of Spiritualism but contains
biases, with Britten directly involved with some people and events. John Townsend Trowbridge
wrote about his fifty-year experience with Spiritualism. It is an excellent example of how a
skeptic turned into a believer and was vital in establishing Spiritualism’s credibility during its

20'"-century resurgence as it came under scrutiny. Trowbridge’s experience forms part of

24 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 15.
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Spiritualism’s historiography and will be included in the “Spiritualism’s Resurgence” sub-
section of the “Sensational Spiritualism” exhibit.?®

Eliab Wilkinson Capron was heavily involved with the Fox sisters and the Fox family.
He “became a public defender of Maggie and Kate,” and “his involvement with the Fox family
soon extended into managing the sisters’ business affairs, organizing lectures, and generating
press coverage.”?¢ Like Trowbridge, Capron kept track of the Spiritualist movement for years
and “became a fairly successful writer” after the Fox sisters’ popularity died out, creating
Modern Spiritualism: Its Fact and Fanaticisms, Its Consistencies and Contradictions in 1855.27
It supported the movement and was a general work discussing its start, purpose, and how
successful it was to that point. Another important work was Rochester Knockings!, which
originally appeared in the March 1851 volume of the Buffalo Medical Journal. It was the “report
of the full-scale investigation undertaken by the physicians [Austin Flint, Charles A. Lee, and C.
B. Coventry]” who attended spirit rapping demonstrations in Buffalo to confirm or discredit the
sisters’ validity.?® The work was essential in establishing scholars’ assumptions that the Fox
sisters signified the start of the movement in the United States. It also found early in the
historiography that “the Buffalo expose was deliberately ignored or suppressed by the growing
band of spiritualists” and was simultaneously accurately captured by news media.?’ This is
discussed and captured in the “Rise of Spiritualism” sub-section of the “Sensational

Spiritualism” exhibit.*

25 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 15-16.

26 Daniel Gorman, Jr., “The Man Behind the Curtain: E.W. Capron and the Early Days of Spiritualism,” (part of the
Post Family Papers Project, University of Rochester libraries, 2012), 2.

27 Gorman, Jr., “The Man Behind the Curtain: E.W. Capron and the Early Days of Spiritualism,” 2.

28 Vern L. Bullough, “Spirit Rapping Unmasked: An 1851 Investigation and Its Aftermath,” The Skeptical Inquirer
10 (Fall 1985): 61.

2 Bullough, “Spirit Rapping Unmasked: An 1851 Investigation and Its Aftermath,” 66.

30 McLaren, “9-1 Final Project Part I Submission: Research Proposal,” 16-17.
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The primary source material selected has been utilized by other scholars within the
historiography of Spiritualism, as the project’s topic does not alter or change its timeline. The
exhibit creates an alternate viewpoint that spans two centuries, so primary sources that address
Spiritualism across an 80-year timeframe are being incorporated to examine the topic. How the
primary source material was selected and applied differs from other scholars as it creates a new
and unique interpretation. The topic’s examination through the lens of sensationalism confirms
that the selection of images and newspaper articles are atypical of other scholars, given the
sensational language and imagery related to the Spiritualist movement. This is an essential aspect
and intended goal of the project.

The numerous secondary sources selected are varied but essential in understanding
Spiritualism’s substantial impact on American culture and society. Each source addresses a
particular aspect or branch of the complex historiography, which will be used to build the
“Introduction” and “Sensational Spiritualism” exhibits of the public history project. To
understand the topic, one must understand the Spiritualist movement itself, the various
perspectives of the religion, its timeline through the 19" and 20 centuries, and how society and
scholars viewed it. Once established, the sources addressing sensationalism are utilized to build
out the topic, the journalistic theories applied to the chosen primary source bases to highlight the
specific use of language and images toward Spiritualism, which would have contributed to

society’s and scholars’ understanding and belief in the movement.
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in the celler will permit. We await further
revelations with a Food deal of interest In
the meantime we trust that the neighborheod
will keep “cool,” and that the ghost of the
murdered pedlar may continue tn make all

needful and proper suggestions in reference to
the matter,— Roch.

Figure 4: Snippet from May 9, 1848 Buffalo Weekly Republic article (Courtesy of Buffalo
Weekly Republic).
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Frederick Munnings, Famnu: British “Psychic,” Who Admits He Never Saw a Ghost in His Life,
2 Explains How He Befooled Conan Doyle and Other

Prominent Spiritualists, Produced “Spirit Messages”
from Anybody, Faked Ghost Photographs
and Even “Materialized” a Dead Dog

Figure 5: Snippet from August 5, 1928 San Francisco Examiner article (headline) (Courtesy

of San Francisco Examiner).




lous ease with which I produced such impressive

“supernatural  manifestations” as  “spirit
lights,” “psychic winds," “levitation,” “spirit per-
fumes,”" “ectoplasm,” “spirit photographs” showing
ghostly faces and forms, hovering aboul wme,
“materialization of ghosts" who would hand the
sitter a real glass of water or cup of hot tea and
were democratic enough to let mere mortals clasp
their clammy hands. _

These things were all frauds. I never had a
“psychic” moment in my entire nine years career as
an internationally famous spiritualistic medium,
never saw the slightest evidence of spirits at any of
my more than 5,000 successful seances nor at those
of other mediums which I often attended,

However, many of those tricks which 1 have
mentioned required that 1 conceal about my person
a few bits of paraphernalia. These tools of deception
were easily "spirited” into the seance room in my
socks or underwear, unless 1 was subjected to a rigid
search. Fortunately the deep students of spiritual-
istic matters, such as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and
Sir Oliver Lodge are no longer interested in these

“'physical manifestations,” which are an old story to
them, but enly ask for “evidential® messages from
the voices. This is quite forfunate—in fact most
everything about spivitualism is so rigeed as to he
for:llgnate from the point of view of the fratdilent
medium,
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Figure 6: Snippet from August 5, 1928 San Francisco Examiner article (body) (Courtesy of

San Francisco Examiner).

Figure 7: Snippet from March 3, 1907 San Francisco Examiner article (Courtesy of San

Francisco Examiner).




Figure 8: April 16, 1922 San Francisco Examiner article (Courtesy of San Francisco

Examiner).
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Chapter 5: Recommendations and Ethical Considerations

The examination of Spiritualism through the lens of sensationalism has brought forth
some recommendations for further research. One research topic is the Canadian Spiritualist
movement during the same timeframe covered in the project — the late 19" century and early 20
century. According to authors Walter J. Meyer Zu Erpen and Joy Lowe, “Although Spiritualist
activities date from the 1850s in Eastern Canada and apparently from at least 1870 in British
Columbia, academic study of the history of Spiritualism in Canada is virtually non-existent.””*!
The American and British movements are heavily studied, so this research would open the door
for new interpretations and the creation of secondary sources which would further add to the
historiography of Spiritualism. An excellent first step in implementing this research would be to
delve into existing scholarly secondary sources to understand the historiography of the Canadian
movement to understand any potential gaps and arguments. Browsing through existing sources
used to create the “Sensational Spiritualism” project to gain insight into the Canadian movement
would be a good starting point. Then, exploring databases for other sources (such as the
“Education Books & Recommended Reading” section of the Spiritualist Church of Canada
website) would be the next step to help continue building sources and expanding knowledge on
the historiography.*

The intended audience for this uncovered research topic of the Canadian Spiritualist

movement would be like the “Sensational Spiritualism” project - academics interested in the

social, cultural, political, and economic changes during the timeline of the Canadian Spiritualist

31 'Walter J. Meyer Zu Erpen and Joy Lowe, “The Canadian Spiritualist Movement and Sources for its Study,”
Archivaria 30 (1990): 72.

32 “Education Books & Recommended Reading,” Spiritualist Church of Canada, accessed on November 30, 2022,
Education Books & Recommended Reading | Mysite (spiritualistchurchofcanada.com).
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movement, as well as those interested in Canadian Spiritualism as a religion and in new-age
faiths in general. Chapter 4, “Specialized Audience,” will revisit the academic audience in detail
(graduate students, professors, historians), which would span across various geographic regions
as scholarly search databases can be utilized by all educational institutions. For those interested
in Canadian Spiritualism as a religion and new-age religions, this audience is, again, a niche
audience. According to a survey in 2019 by Statistique Canada, 1.2% of the Canadian population
identify as “Other religions and spiritual traditions” — no breakdown was provided. Still, it could
be assumed that this would incorporate metaphysical religions such as Spiritualism.** An Omeka
exhibition like the “Sensational Spiritualism” project would be an appropriate implementation, as
the sources and data to be presented are similar and could be showcased in a visually pleasing
format for this new topic.

Another recommendation for further research based on the project is examining local
historical events or individuals through the lens of sensationalism. Sensationalism has been used
to highlight important national historical events, especially the “chaotic, violent nature of
wartime events” such as the Civil War and the Spanish-American War.>* The way the news
portrayed these national events “[illustrated] man’s inhumanity to man.”*> The communication
and documentation of local events are just as important as national ones, as they can offer insight
into a particular region's social, cultural, and economic aspects. The Library of Congress goes

further to say, “Local events show how nationwide events, such as wars or economic downturns,

33 See Figure 9.

34 4. Gregory A. Borchard, Stephen Bates, and Lawrence J. Mullen, “Publishing Violence as Art and News:
Sensational Prints and Pictures in the 19"-Century Press,” in Sensationalism: Murder, Mayhem, Mudslinging,
Scandals, and Disasters in 19th century Reporting, ed. David B. Sachsman and David W. Bulla (New York: Taylor
& Francis Group, 2013), 61.

35 4. Borchard, Bates, and Mullen, “Publishing Violence as Art and News: Sensational Prints and Pictures in the
19"-Century Press,” in Sensationalism: Murder, Mayhem, Mudslinging, Scandals, and Disasters in 19th century
Reporting, 61.
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were experienced differently in different places.”® Peering at these aspects through
sensationalism provides unique perspectives on how various regions coped with differing
external factors. It can provide unlimited interpretations and discussions on how society reacted
to these events by exploring these real-time snapshots, with the added benefit of the 19®-century
language and imagery used in local and regional newspapers.

The intended audience for this uncovered research topic of local historical events and
individuals through the lens of sensationalism includes the local community where the event
occurred/individual resided, local historians and journalists, and local historical institutions. The
lens of sensationalism provides a unique “sense of meaning and identity” to the region where the
local event happened/individual resided.>” An excellent first step in implementing this research is
to decide on a region/individual and period to investigate and then delve into existing primary
sources (newspapers, diaries, oral histories, and other archival material) to learn more about what
was happening. Browsing through existing newspaper sources used to create the “Sensational
Spiritualism” project to gain insight into the selected topic would be a good starting point.
Exploring local archives, museums, libraries, and online databases for different primary sources
to expand knowledge would be an appropriate next step. Once a sufficient number of primary
sources are gathered, further investigation into the language and imagery to understand the
sensational flair that was portrayed to these events is an excellent next step to understand the
influence that was imbued on society and the ‘spin’ that was beginning to take hold on the

chosen event/individual. Finally, rounding out the research by exploring scholarly secondary

36 «U.S. Local History: A Resource Guide,” Library of Congress, accessed on November 30, 2022, Introduction -
U.S. Local History: A Resource Guide - Research Guides at Library of Congress.

37 Thomas A. Woods, “Museums and the Public: Doing History Together,” The Journal of American History 82, no.
3(1995): 1111.
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sources to understand the historiography would make sense on the next action item. Submitting a
grant proposal to a local historical society or museum to create an exhibition based on the
conducted research — utilizing a grant such as the Inspire! Grants for Small Museums - would be
the most appropriate implementation for this potential topic.

A potential ethical consideration associated with the “Sensational Spiritualism” project is
approaching sensitive situations — classism, racism, sexism — that were prevalent in a different
period. Researchers may have problems with including some sources due to their sensitive
nature. Francesca P. L. Moore says that “the personal nature of the information in these records
raises questions about whether they are suitable inclusions in the public record.”*® While
scouring newspaper sources for this project, there were multiple examples of out-of-date
language use that could be found offensive nowadays, as well as crude drawings representing
individuals to make jest or offend. Most articles dealt with individuals who held out hope to
communicate with loved ones who had passed on, which can be a sensitive topic for some. There
is also the matter of consent and privacy with local history. Moore also discusses this, bluntly
stating that “the dead don’t answer questionnaires” and sharing information on individuals who
are no longer here.?* Historians must practice sound, methodical research practices and treat all
information ethically and respectfully when considering what to share with the public.

Another potential ethical consideration to this topic is maintaining professionalism and
avoiding prejudice when presenting historiographical interpretations. Religion and faith can be
challenging topics, and historians must be aware of the potential conflicts these may present.

They must also “be mindful of any conflicts of interest that may arise in their professional

38 Francesca P. L. Moore, “Tales from the archive: methodological and ethical issues in historical geography
research,” Area 42, no. 3 (2010): 265.
3 Moore, “Tales from the archive: methodological and ethical issues in historical geography research,” 263.
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duties” when presenting a historiographical interpretation from a religious lens.*® This aligns
with other organizations’ treatment of ethical research, such as the American Academy of
Religion, which states that “when scholarship has an impact on the status or self-understanding
of contemporary religious groups, the responsible researcher strives to judiciously balance the
commitment to free and rigorous inquiry that is essential to the discipline with the responsibility
to treat those s/he studies honestly and fairly.”*! Spiritualism is viewed in a variety of ways
throughout its historiography — religion, philosophy, Halloween party games, new age beliefs —
and must be recognized and respected as such to ensure equitable treatment.

An obstacle that may be encountered in the current “Sensational Spiritualism” project, as
well as researching and implementing the outlined potential topics, is, in part, the size of the
specialized and intended audiences (see Chapter 4, “Specialized Audience,” for details). There
would be no issues with the academic audience, given the extent of who is included in this
group. The other audience groups may present potential obstacles. With these groups being niche
audiences, there is the potential for the scope of further research, audience reach, and interest to
be too focused. It would be a challenge to convince historical societies and museums to
potentially accept exhibitions if the topic is too small or too niche. Being cognizant of how
Spiritualism, sensationalism, and local history branch out into other social and cultural entities —
literature, journalism, philosophy, and sociopolitical issues, to name a few — and creating
interpretations that creatively integrate these would combine and broaden audiences and build

interest.

40 “Reputation and Trust,” Statement on Standards of Professional Conduct, American Historical Association, last
modified 2019, accessed on November 30, 2022, Statement on Standards of Professional Conduct (updated 2019) |
AHA (historians.org).

41 “Responsible Research Practices,” A Statement on Standards of Professional Conduct for AAR Members,
American Academy of Religion, last modified February 2016, accessed on November 30, 2022, Responsible
Research Practices (aarweb.org).
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Chapter 6: Budgeting and Staffing Requirements

The start-up and maintenance costs required for the “Sensational Spiritualism” project
include supplies, equipment, labor, and indirect costs. The project and any further research have
been considered for an eventual transition to a physical exhibition with a local historical society
or museum. However, examining the average costs of a physical exhibition, the benefits would
not outweigh the costs. According to a 2011 museum exhibition survey, “the average 6000
square foot History Museum [...] exhibitions are $204 per square foot with 17% spent on
research, design and exhibition development.”*? Per the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, that
$204 average cost in July 2011 (when the survey was conducted) has inflated to $269.09 as of
October 2022, which is a 24.19% increase.*’ Libraries, archives, and museums rely heavily on
attendance records and various grants to maintain operations, so every dollar is scrutinized. In
addition, numerous historical institutions have digitized, or have workflow projects in flight, to
digitize their collections for public access. According to Alexandra Chassanoff, “Many
institutions are digitizing portions of their archival materials and providing online access through
search interfaces. [...] Some of the major advantages of digital collections include the ease of
using digital formats, fast access, and better searching techniques.”** Digitization is well on its
way to being the ‘future state’ for preservation and conservation purposes in terms of cost-
effectiveness and adaptation to evolving technology. With this, along with the project’s and any

further research implementation’s specialized and intended audiences having niche tendencies

4 Mark Walhimer, “2011 Museum Exhibition Cost Survey Results,” Museum Planner, last modified July 18 2011,
accessed on December 3, 2022, 2011 Museum Exhibition Cost Survey Results - Museum Planner.

43 See Figure 10.

4 Alexandra Chassanoff, “Historians and the Use of Primary Source Materials in the Digital Age,” The American
Archivist 76, no. 2 (2013): 459, 463.
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(see Chapter 4, “Specialized Audience,” and Chapter 6, “Recommendations and Ethical
Considerations”), the project will remain virtual. Exploration and utilization of a grant, such as
the Inspire! Grants for Small Museums, would be fitting to support this project and further
research recommendations and implementations. This grant supports “efforts to serve the public
through exhibitions [and] digital learning resources,” among other initiatives, and can offer
anywhere between $5,000 to $50,000 in funds.*’ Given the total estimation of this project, this
grant would be a perfect fit as it would incorporate any unexpected or inflated costs.

A budget of $2,250 for a laptop computer, external hard drive, printer, and flatbed
scanner would be necessary to set aside to conduct research, store source material, and archival
files, and back up any files as required.*® If files are not digitized, a printer and flatbed scanner
will manually digitize any primary sources pertinent for further research recommendations. As
technology evolves, there may be a need to refresh or migrate files or upgrade software;
budgeting for this equipment and upgrades is necessary to “avoid the physical decay or the
obsolescence of that medium” and to bring “all former formats into a limited number of
contemporary formats.”*’ These supplies and equipment would be deemed necessary once the
researcher has reviewed their hardware and software capabilities during the project planning
process. A detailed breakdown of the supplies and equipment costs for this project are reflected
in Table 1.%8

Staffing and labor are one of the essential items of the project and the smallest budget

allocation. As discussed in Chapter 6, “Recommendations and Ethical Considerations,” the

4 “Inspire! Grants for Small Museums,” Institute of Museum and Library Services, accessed on December 8, 2022,
Inspire! Grants for Small Museums | Institute of Museum and Library Services (imls.gov).

46 See Table 1.

47 Northeast Document Conservation Center. Handbook for Digital Projects: A Management Tool for Preservation
and Access, by Maxine K. Sitts, Andover: Northeast Document Conservation Center, 2000: 169.

48 See Table 1.
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project and any further research recommendations would be a great collaboration with local
libraries, museums, and archives for digital exhibitions and collections (either as a special
installation or quite possibly as a permanent one which may require transitioning from the
existing Omeika platform to the institution’s established cataloging system). They would require
a partnership with the institution’s staffing to execute successfully. Any volunteers assigned to
the project’s exhibition would be unpaid, aligning with said institutions’ existing volunteer
program. Any interns would also be unpaid, aligning with their particular internship guidelines.
Overtime pay is also a consideration and should be budgeted. This cost is dependent on any non-
exempt salaried staff who utilize overtime hours to oversee volunteers and interns, who may be
assisting with setting up the project, and their pay rate. According to the U.S. Department of
Labor, employees are eligible for at least one and a half times their regular pay rate if they
exceed 40 hours per week.*’ Total labor costs for this project are unknown, given the pending
decisions of the institution regarding headcount for interns and volunteers and overtime, and are
reflected in Table 1.%°

Indirect costs include legal expenses, subscription costs, and membership fees. While the
“Sensational Spiritualism” project utilized public domain sources, any further research
recommendations may explore sources held by local libraries, archives, and museums. Costs will
be set aside for copyright research and fees if permission is needed for artifacts outside the public
domain for research. According to the United States Copyright Office Spring 2020 Fee Schedule,

the average cost for registration, recordation, and related services is $275.3! Another cost is

4 “Overtime Pay,” U.S. Department of Labor, accessed on December 3, 2022, Overtime Pay | U.S. Department of
Labor (dol.gov).

0 See Table 1.

31 United States Copyright Office, Proposed Schedule and Analysis of Copyright Fees To Go Into Effect in Spring
2020, Spring 2020, p. 20-22, Proposed Schedule And Analysis Of Copyright Fees To Go Into Effect In Spring 2020,
(accessed on December 4, 2022).




46

various subscription costs — the two most important being Omeka and Newspapers.com. The
“Sensational Spiritualism” project is housed in Omeka and is currently utilizing a free trial that
offers “a single site, with limited themes and plugins.”*? Further research would require
additional sites; Omeka’s paid plans range from five to unlimited sites with various themes and
plugins. To stay on the Omeka platform, transitioning from a single site to a host of unlimited
sites would be ideal, costing $1,000 annually.>® This does not consider any partnerships with
institutions where research could be transitioned to a preferable cataloging system.
Newspapers.com is another essential subscription, given the nature of the research
recommendations and implementations (see Chapter 6, “Recommendations and Ethical
Considerations”). The site’s “Publisher Extra” subscription provides access to all the newspapers
they partner with — over 25,000 — archived through the prior month. The subscription is biannual,
costing about $75.%* It would be remiss not to include membership costs for professional
organizations, such as the National Council for Public History, which can enrich a historian in
their research endeavors by expanding networks and providing access to exclusive scholarly
sources that can progress their study. The average cost for a standard membership is $50.> The

total indirect costs for this project are reflected in Table 1.

52 «“Upgrade Plan,” Omeka.net, accessed on December 5, 2022, Omeka.net | Pricing.
33 See Table 1.
4 See Table 1.
55 See Table 1.
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Conclusion

Spiritualism is a multidimensional topic due to its influence on several external factors
throughout the 19th century, including societal norms, culture, and politics. The phenomenal
practices of Spiritualism — seances and spirit communication, to name a few — are still highly
romanticized in many cultures and impacted 19"-century social and political movements. Once
those layers are peeled back, researchers find that digging deeper into the Spiritualist movement
provides a glimpse into its impact on several other vital movements, such as abolitionism and
suffragism, through various historical lenses. David Walker says, “Such diversity has provided
much analytical opportunity, and different writers have found in spiritualism a unique container

of various interests and methods [...]."!

Through this historiographical examination of
Spiritualism came the uncovering of how newspapers treated the movement through language
and imagery. Sensationalism also became a popular journalistic tactic during this time, with the
growing population and literacy rate. The project, highlighted on the Omeka platform, examines
how sensationalism was a catalyst for Spiritualism’s rise in the 19" century, then its gradual
downfall and resurgence at the end of the 19" century and turn of the 20" century.

The project utilizes newspapers as its main primary source material, exhibiting how
language use and imagery influenced society’s perception of the movement during its
historiography (see Chapter 2, “Historiography,” and Chapter 5, “Project Planning and Historical

Topic Research” for details). The Omeka project outlines Spiritualism’s historiography in an

easy-to-read, visually pleasing format for a public audience. It incorporates samples of primary

! David Walker, “The Humbug in American Religion Ritual Theories of Nineteenth-Century Spiritualism,” Religion
and American Culture: A Journal of Interpretation 23, no 1. (2013): 32.
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sources to prove the topic thesis and written blurbs that walk the audience through the
historiography of Spiritualism and the influence of sensationalism, as explained throughout the
previous chapters.

The project is outlined to simulate Spiritualism’s timeline during the 19™ and 20"
centuries, proven by the timestamps of collected newspaper samples. It shows how Spiritualism
was readily accepted in the mid-19"™ century, with that acceptance lessening as the years went on,
then completely changing around the time Margaret Fox made her ‘confession’ in 1888. That
perception switched to skepticism with a few notable characters, such as Harry Houdini, and the
introduction of scientific tools in a movement to debunk, as it resurged in the 20™ century.
Sensationalism was used to amplify the events by choosing specific words and incorporating
certain imagery, which aligned perfectly with the historiography supported by scholarly
secondary sources. As stated throughout this project, the topic does not alter or change the
historiography of Spiritualism. However, this project adds a new perspective and lens to the
historiography, hopefully aiding future historians and the public who look to explore this topic

further.
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Appendix 1: Online Exhibition

Sensational Spiritualism: The Study of 19th-Century Reporting and Its Effect on the Spiritualist
Movement (omeka.net)
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raciaim their popularity. The sisters eventuslly satiled down and passed away, with the St Louis
Post Dispatch (St Louls, MO) (eporting on the last sister, Leah's, passing in 1902. Newspapers
continuad to utilze the Fox sisters’ story for sensationalism, witing on 3 heRdiess skslston n the
Hytesvile basement in 1904, Amedium who was present alegedly verified the Fox sisters’ spirt
rappings claims.

Harry Houdini passed away in 1926, but his connection to Spirtualism would continue. Houdini
and his wife Bess made a pact that, after one's passing, the ofher would try to contact the other
for ten years as proof Mat the living and dead could communicate. Many mediums claimed to
have contacted Houdini, which Bess nas repeatadly refulad. You can isten o the last séance on
Houdin's tenth annivrsary hata

Daspite Spirtuaiismis spiraling downfall, madiums continued Mediums tried to connect with
society by communicating wih impartant figures of the movement, such as Sit Arthur Conan
Doyle. You can hear a medium aliegedly channeling Doyle's spiri here and  video recording of &
suppasad possession of a medium by Doyl (vith Dayle's widaw and son in attendance) here
However, the damage had been done. Once the spatignt tat sensationaksm, Houdinl, and
others had cast on Spirtuaiism had taded, the movemant ransitioned into unorganized cicies.
‘Spirualist practices became prominent again in the 19705, with practiioners adapting them into
other raligious practices during the New Age movement, and stil maintain interast and appeal
today

Sensationalism continued 1o evolve and is very much integrated into today's medie. print and
digial

Spiriwalism s a mutsdimansional fopic dus 1o ts influence on several external factors throughout
tne 191 century, inchiding societal norms, culture, and pobtics. Tne phenomenal practices of
‘Spirhtuallsm are sHl highly fomanticized in many cultures and impacted 19th-century social and
poltical movements. Once those layers are paeied back, researchers find that digging deepr into
the Spiitualist mavement provides a gimpse into its Impact on sevaral other vital movements
such as aboliionism and sufragism. through various historical lenses. Thiough his
historiographica! examination of Spiitualism came the uncovering of how newspapers troated the
movemant thraugh language and imagery. Sensalionaiism also became & popular journalistic
1ACHC Quing s UM, WITh the Grawing popualion and IReracy rate. This exnibi examines how
sansationalism was a catalyst for Spiritualism's rise in the 191 cantury and ts gradual downtal
nd rasurgence at the and of the 191 century and the Lurh of the 20th cantury

For your enjoyment, please browss the Suggesied Reading List 1o leam more on this topi, You
may also laava foedback on this exhibit by cleking on tha Feedoack Survey

OF FAM
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INTRODUCTION

Sensationalism had & major impact on the U.S. Spirtuaiist movement rom its
century. The extensive histariography has amassed numarous interpretat
the United States and then fizzied out

why Spiituaism gainad traction se guicky m

This exhivi v
progression

highiight how sensationalism —also at fis peak during the 16% century — contributed to the movement's
ety

Based on extensive research, the exhibit wil expiore how media coverage of the 19th century was the catalyst for the rise and

fiad States and was also a confribuling factor 1o (fs fesurgenca in the sarly 20t
much of the population in the United Sta
agent of ine movemant during thase historically signiicant moments in American history

< and was a facilitating

Visitthe links on the right o leam more on what Spiritualism and sensationalism are. so you are equipped with the praper
knowledge and t0ols before diving Into the main exnibi (by clicking “Browse Exhibits”). Enjoy!
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inning in the mid-18" century through the 207

What s Spintualism?

Spirituaism - a brief Umeiine
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SENSATIONALISM - A BRIEF TIMELINE MR ee e

What is Spintualism?
The population of the United States increased due to immigration waves, as well as territorial and manufacturing
axpansions. The literacy rate across the United States also increased during this timeframe, which had a direct
comelation to the rise in newspaper circuiation and readership. Spaitualsm- 2 brief tmeline

1800 - The Ineracy rale in ine Nortner states was 75%, while it was 0% In the Southern stales.
Whatis Sansationalism?

1801 - Approximately 200 newspapers existed In the United States (weekly prints, targeted towards politics)

1833 - Approximately 1,200 newspapars exisied in the United States; The New York Sun, one of ing first panny papers, issued Sensationalism - a brief timefine
Its first edition, which inchuded murders, suicides, and courl reporling

1835 - The New York Sun publistied & hoax in August 1835 about the discovery of flora and fauna on the moon, which wes
supposed 1o have been from a Scottish scientific journal (an early example of sensationalism)

1840 . The Iftaracy rata in the Northem states increased ta 90%, whila it increased to 81% in the Souther states
860 - Approximately 3,000 newspapers existed in the United States: 90% were weeldy prints

1860s & 1870s - The et York Herald published various sensational stories 10 draw interest from readers 1o their paper and
increase sales. incluging

« Wiid animals escaping from Ceniral Park
« Ahouse being haunted by & ghost in & New York City neighborhood

« Gory detailz of fhe murder cime scene of prostiute Helen Jewstt

1865 . After the Civil War ended, the numbe

newspapers and their readers rose dramafically
1870.1890 - The U S. population rose 63% wiih the infiux of working-class immigrants. vath fhe couniry’s sverage literacy rates
fising from 80% to 89%. Dally newsoaper circufation during U time Increased 222%, with the number of newspapers

increasing from 4,500 to 12,000, and their readers increasing from 2 6 million to 15 million

1878 - Joseph Puitzer bought the SI. Lous Dispatch, merged il with the St. Lois Fost, and formed the St. Lows Fost and.
Dispaten. This publication was a leader in sensational joumalism

1883 - Pulitzer purchased New York Worid and, like with St Louis Post and Dispatch, emphasized sensationalism in its stories

1898 - The U S.S Maine exploded and sank in Havana Harbor. which became sensational fodder in U S. newspapers and &
faise targel against Spain. This wlimately was a huge catalyst for the start of the Spanish-American Wat.

120 Years of Lite

z w7
st £a rough 1978, This e i e saracy ates outined in e abave tmsine.

- EWESION On T Munt |

The Dot Namber 38 e, and
Offarn.

b o Lot W 7, B of
Whees Were Bruaght 2 ey West.

Front page of The Naw York Sun's
st acktion. New York VY, September  Joumalon the snisng of the U5 S
210 Maine, Gresrcse OH. Fabruary 34,

1808

= Wnat s Sensational Sensationailsm - 2 brief imeline
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SENSATIONAL SPIRITUALISM

This exhioit will discuss the his
categories

viography of Spirtual

rough the lens of sensationalism |1 has been broken down into three

1. The rise of Spintualism, Which will discuss the movements
contributad {0 ts popuiarity and prograssion during s start

beginning during the mid-to-late 18005, and how sensationalism

2 Spintuaiism's down’al, which started around 1988 This vl investigate how sociely's percaption changed toward ihe end of
the 19 century wilh the contribution of sensationalisi,

3. The resurgence of Spirtualism, which will discuss the movemants reintegration into saciety in the 20th century. I wil aiso
ook af how Spirfualism tried to amp up its practices thiough various mathods. e Incraasad skapticism and campaign to
debunk the movement, and the sensational spotight that perpeluated ihese events

In addtion to checking out the tree portions of nis exhitit, feel ree 1o take a look at ihe various col
nighiight the points discussed throughout this exhibi

tions that wil help

Browse Colloctions + Browse Exhibits

Rise of Spirtuslis

e of Spittualism aka “The Death
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Rise of Spi

walism

Spirtualism's start is a hatly debated topic. Most claim that i began in Hydesvilie, New York. in March 1848 with the Fox Sisters

in an event called the ‘Rochester Knockings.” The sistars - Maggie and Kate — claimed 1nal thay could hear knockings (or what

they said were ‘rappings") from undemeath their floorboards and ofher sirange noises during the night. Ater a series of Decline of Spintuaism aka “The Death
investigations (and some skeplicism), inciuding physiclans who printed their indings in the Buffalo Medical Journal, ihe claims.

were deemed valid, and Spiritualsm became a sensation. This arficke from the Suffalo Weeekiy Repubic on May 9, 1848 details

the events, made no uncertainties of the incklents, and claims all paries ‘{made] & certificate’ of the happenings.[1]

Spritualismis Resurgence
Others bahave that, a few years earlier, Spimualism became embedded in the Tri-State area irough Andrew Jackson Davis,

monikered the “F ather of Moder Spitualism” and the “Poughkeepsie Seer"[2] Davis was a believer in sariar movements

(Mesmerism and and created his of Spirtualism based on these movemants and his own

prophecies. He claimed he could hear voices, diagnose medical issues, and ses the fufure

Regardiess of the star, ihe popularity of Spiritualism created a s, first in Naw York It had a powerlul influence on activism and
feform, with suftrageties such as Emily Pitt Stevens, Susan B. Anthony. and Elizabeth Cady Stanton pushing for women's rights
atthe Seneca Fals Convention in July 1848, Many Quakers and women in atlendance found unity, encouragement, power, and
voice through Spiritualism. With the success of the Seneca Falls Convention, activists traveled the country, piving lectures on
various ratorm movements, such as woman's fights and abollionism, Howaver, this was aiso mat with skepicism, as seen in
this broadsheat from 1865 This exhibit wil not focus too much on the connection between Spiritualism and reform but is an
Intergsting topic vith furthe information found through the suggested reading section hara

Spirtualisms phenomenal practicas - namely spirit communication introduced by the Fox Sielers and quickly popuiarized by
countless mediums across the country - became an integrai par of 19t-cantury American society. With the tising.desth foll of
ihe Civil W, Individusis ciung to tolry and e spirl” 85 the auihor of ong arlcle
Dut tin the Spin of the Age based in Woodstock, V. in 1884 [3] Even President Lincoin and his family heid some baet in
Spirtualism; Mary Todd Lincoln engaged the services of wel-known spirt photographer Willam H. Mumir, who creatsd the
iconicphotograph of Lincoin's ghost hara. In his carear, Mumiae took advantage of numerous individuals grieving from the loss
of loved ones after the Civil War, including Mrs. Lincoin. Emma Hardinge Brtien. an Engiish spirtualist. gave a gulogy for
Lincoln a fow days aler his assassination in which she praised e noble purposes of his groat lfa (4]

Spirftualism continued to gain traction as the counlry reeled from the aflermath of the Civil War One scholar claims, “By 1855,
some spirtualists claimed 2 millon bellevars, and the estimates continued up 16 5 of 6 million by 1860 Simuitaneously,
Spirftualist publications made more Modest estimates by slates, totaling 780,000 in 1857 and 1,537,000 by 1860. Ether set of
numbers Would have mada Spirtualism a significant force ‘(5] Sansallonalism was rising durin this ime (sea sensationalism's
timeline hore), mainly focusing on poliics, murder, court reparting, and otner high-profile stories, Including the Civil War, to araw

faadership. news story, prmarly negative, as it focused on the “fraudulent” and
fake.” Some articies inat call out itaudulent mediums and their deceptive practices nclude

+ AlNovember 1876 articla rom the Verment Farmer, Nawport, VT
« An Augil 1883 aricie from The Boston Globe, Boston, MA

+ ADacember 1883 artice from the San Francisco Chronicle, San Francisco, CA
« ADacomber 1883 artico from The Record Union, Sacramento, CA

A May_1885 aricia from The New York Times, New York, NY

A May 1845 aricla from the St Louis Globe-Democrat, St, Lous, MO

o An Qctober 1686 articls from The Soston Giobe: Boston. MA

Other aricies, such s an Augus! 1881 aricke from The Evening Mail (New York, NY) and an Aot 1883 arficie from the St Louls
Giobe-Democrat (St Louls, MO), discuss the morality of Spiritualism in 19th-century society. In all of these articles,
sensationalism can be seen thiough the use of language First. the large (most times, boldad) headiine is evident in all articles.
S8cand, choice words 1o CApLurE tha udiance and sway thelr GpINGN toward B POTCUIBY canchusion are Used, Which is o think
of Spintuaksm in a nagative light. Such sxamples n these artcles inclucle: “fraudulent," “duped.”“decsived.” ‘more trickery,” and
“fooled and bilnded "

The slow upward trajectory In skepticism foward Spirtualism, perpetuated by sensaionalism, culminated In tts most mejor event
on October 21, 1888, whan Magaie Fax confessed that the spirt-rapping episodes that she and hef sistars expenenced back in

1848 at heir chilgnood home were pranks. Leam what happens next by visiing the next exhioit entied “Dacine of Spiualism

aka The Doath Biow. ™

Chatons

B wasaty R

O . .« Bt Wty g BT, Y] Mg 8, 1848

3] Hobar . Do, e dacknon Dt it e 1 (4904, 85

9] 9t e Age “Sprituamem St o o Aga oo B, T}, AP 1. 1884

b, oopes aLts o YO, Y, AP 16, 145
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Rise of Spirtualism Decline of Soittualism 2ka “The Death
Blow’
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DECLINE OF SPIRITUALISM AKA "THE e
DEATH BLOW" Fuse of St

Maoaia Fax stepped onto the Nes York Academy of Music stage on October 21, 1888. She confessed there that the spiri Decline of Spiritualism aka “The Death
rapping episades that made her and her sisters famous were nothing more than childish pranka. As she claimed in her speech Blow"

(as provided by The Evening Star from Washington .. from the next day)

“My Sister Kaife and mysolf Were very young chidien when this hoFrbje decepion began. | was Bght aAd [usta yoarand a hall  Spirtualismis Resurgance
Oldar than ahe. W wers very Mischievous children and we wanted 10 termfy our dear mother, Who Was & very good wamen and

very easiy rghtened Al ight, when we wenf o bed. we used 10 fe an &ople 10 @ Giring and mave [he stnng p and down

causing the apoie to bump on the flocr, of we would drop the 8pple on the Koo, making & strang(e) noise every tme it would

rebound '11]

Maggie also demonstratad how har tos jomts producad tha sounds of the SpIft rappings In large crowds during dayignt
According to some newspapers, such as The Morning News based in Savannah, GA, and The /nier Ocean from Chicago, IL
once e demonstration had concluded, doctors tock 1o Ihe staga 1o examine Magoio's appendages 1o confirm har confession
The inter Ocean published an article aptly named :Ms. | ne's Big Tos."

Following his event, the quick, spiraling downfall of Spintualism occurred. The confession of Magule Fas was e fnal nall in the
movements coffin, as skepticlsm was slowly mounting up against it during the latter half of the 19° centuty. in fact, on the same
night of Magalg Fau's confessian, # indiviual named Dr. C. M. Richmond, a lacal dentist, put on @ demanstration o dabunk
spit communication, which was mel with a variety of responses from the audience, as (eported by, The Bostan Glabe on
Octobar 22, 1888 After Magle's confession, 2 furry of nevspapers raportad on he avent from @ variety of PaTSpRCieS,
including

! Washinglon D.C.). October 22, 1388

« Ihe inter Qcean (Chicana. IL), Qctober 22, 1688

« The b A), October 22, 1888

« Ine Morning News (Savannah, GA), Octobar 24, 1889
 Monireal Stay (Monireal. Quebec, CAN), October 25, 1688

The same tactics of sensatonalism are evident i tese artcles, including large headines in capital leters to capture readers”
attention and choice words 10 influence a certain feeling or emotion: “Monsirous Imposilian.” “cheal.” "axpose,” “raud” Thars is
also exaggaration in same of tne arlicies, with The Moming News exclaiming that. once she made her confession, Magole

bacame exciled and "clapped her hands, danced about. and cried” about how Solnitualism was 8 ftaud and a trick with no truth
1o it; howaver, no other articles report on this particular episod {2 Using quotes from those engaged and at the avent
paraleling the ‘nterview lechnique as perecled by Brlish journalisr, became more prevalant These tactics conlinued to push
and avoke a praconceivad opinion of Spirtualism, its practices, and s followers, which started to become the majority
throughout society.

Dedicated folowers of Spirifuiism ried o remain frue to s roots, despile the confessions of the Fox Sisters. One arlicle fom
the Boston Evening Transcript. dated March 25, 1893, exclaims that “the great truths and principles of modern spirtualism stand
as firiy and shine as biighiy as ever (3] Prominent members of society, such as doclors, continued fo hold spiritualist views
as seen In it ariice from The Brookiyn Daily Eagre from April 4, 1899 Although the mevement continuad to have a firm
following, Spirtualism would face its most fomidable challenge yet as il enterad the 20 cantury. To learm more, visi the nex!
‘axhibit, "Spirtualism's Resurgence "

] Evaring st “How The Sgais Knoc e~ Eveing Sur (Wisaingn 0.C . Oclater 13 1588

@ ERpS-
gt T 1 2oston Evwnng sy wuren 3, 123
= Rise of Soiilualism Decline of Spirtualism aka “The Deatn Snirfualis's Resurgence —
Blow"
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Risa of Spirtualsm
The 20th century was challenging for Spintuatism. The movament came offthe last century witn ihe fraud confessions of the

Fox sisters.increasing skeplicism and its followers dwindiing. It was only going to get more challenging, with the movement's

‘most prolfic fos being Halry. Houdini, Harry Houdini was & wel-known magician and President of the Society of American Decline of Spintuaksm aka “The Death
Magicians betwsen 1817 and 1926. During his time, Houdini strove to upkeep the organization's purpose of ‘[preserving] magic ~ Blow

5 & performing art’ and 1o maintain and IMprove ethical standards in tne heid of magic:"[1) In this pursuit, Houdini went on

‘campaign to debunk Spirituaiist mediums who, in s Bpinion, were using frauduient practices and giving the magician's cran

bad name. In 1924, Houdini set out for & lecture tour to discuss fraudulent mediums: a transcription of ane of Houdinis lactures Spiritualism's Resurgence

antitied “Can ihe Dead Speak to the Living?" is hare, Also, In 1924, Houdini wrole a mult-part expose in The Pantagrapn

(Bloomington, IL) in which he attemated to uncover Spiritualism. One example is Part 1, *Story. of the Fax Sisters.” & reteling of

Maggie Fox's cantession, published on November 22, 1924

Houdini's fraud campaign fractured his friendship with Sir Athur Conan Dovle. an ardent Spintuahst, and an outspoken believer
Doyie's beiet in Spituaiism became public afer the deaf of his son from batte-related injuries sustained at the Bate of the
Somme. You can listen 10 a recording of one of Doyle's speeches on Spirtualism herg, conducted twe manths before his death,
Asimiar phenomenon was occuring i the United States. According to sources, the 1918 Spanish fu pandemic and the deali
1ol of World War | sparked Individuals to seek comfort in the afterlife. similar 1o what happened during and after the Civil \War
The front page of the New York Sur's Fabruary 15, 1920 adition, entitied ‘Ricde of te Life Hereafler Draws Word's Attention *
discusses ‘the impalpable veil which hangs batwaen the Now and the Than" and sociaty's fenewed desire to speak 1o their
foved ones In the aferife [2]

The Increasing skeplicism toward Spiituaism led ta more wiid practices by madiums to showcasa their prowess and try to
circumvent the debunking. This included new methods such as evitalion. ectoniasn. psychic winds. soirt irumpeds, and
manifestations; Cne aricis publisned In The independent Recrd Sun (Helena, MT) from Seplember 27, 1091, has & ful-page
ad for Chartes Stade, “& human baing isolated from surrounding objects foating in mid-air” “not n darkness but in open light "[3]
Another articls rom Decembar 1906 rom The Sangor Daily News (Bangor, ME) talks about 8 medium namad Houdan
performing a séance ‘on a brilianty lighted platiorm n full view of the audience" and ‘worls entirely without apparatus or
paraphernalia of any kind '[4) Thase aricies use largated words and phrases to convince the audience thal no Iricks are being
pulled and that the practitioners are honest. They even use quotes from audience members to add credibiity, with one stating,
"We do not believe in spirtualism. but when hands made things move in Jull gasiight it set us 1o thinking (5]

The more elaborate the methods were, the more intense the skeplicism became. Newspaper arlicles honed in on this dichotomy
by publishing sansational articies, continually on the <ia of the skaplics, calling out madms and their deceptive practices.
Some arfickes inclide

o AMarch 3. 1807 aicie from the San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco, CA
AMarch 4 1907 articls from the San Franciaco Examiner, San Francisco, CA
An Agri 1922 ariicia from the Sen Francisco Examiner, San Franciseo, CA

A Eebeuary 1625 aricka from The Des Moines Register, Des Moines, 1A

AN August 1828 ariclg from the San Francisco Examiner, San Francisco, CA

Not only are the typical sensational tactics used (large heatines, specific words negatvaly targeting Spirtualism), a naw
method emerges - images. A quick evolution of images ~ from pencil and ink drawings to photographs - was added fo
Newspapar arictes 10 antica the readar furthar and, dapandng on the subject. add so-called “evidance” to the claims of skaplics
against Spiritualism The San Francisco Examiner from March 4, 1907 has a full-page arlicle on “secret panels’ in a séance
00, Whers “fake’ madume *dupe tha credulous victims ‘(6] The first top haf of the article s a diagram of thesa Sacret panels
10 wam others as a way 10 make the piece more cradible. Another alicle from the San Francisco Examiner daled a day earlier
(March 3¢) had another ful-page article GEScuUsSINg GUpINg MeEUMS. wWith ther quarter-sized image of an (dal tal supposadly
materialized st & séance and which convinced participants 1o imvest money.

The Introduction of images In sansational aricies gave scientists, many of whom were part of the Sociaty for Paychical
Research, a chance 1o showcase their atest inventions. The Society investgated péychic or phenomenal claims, usually
axposing fraud. Multipie scientific instrumants ware craated during the baginning of the 20 century to @xamine psychical or
ohenomenal evants, including

The gaciiograph

The volomatar

The psychic dictaphone

The slameter (also called the ‘psychic howler)
« The lastromefer

Spintualists who once parnered with the Society S00n became critcal of t (including Sir Athur Conan Doyie). They felt thal the
Socialy was biased and negative of the movement given thelr raud accusations of prominent mediums and practiboners and
thair strict standards of what would be considered proof of Spirtualist practices. Spiritualsm's renewed appeal duning VYorid \War
| and the 1918 Spanish fly pandernic. and iis perpetuation by Houdin| and the Society for Psychical Research, was short-ved
Interest in the movement, spacriically Its phenomanal practices, dwindied and fadad into obscunty.

Does Spirtualism stil exist today? Head on over o the “Conclusion” 1o leam more

w ~Toe savty a0m. me
2] s Yo o 0 ) Poeraary 15, 1950
- . Wr|. saptumar 2. 131

-

] - (e, M. Sepiare 2. 1631

s ca) Waren & 1907,

+=Deciine of Soirtuakem aka “The Death Spintualism's Resurgence
Biow’
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CONCLUSION

So. whal was e fesult of sensationalism's impact on Spifitualism? A variely of Inings accurred

The Fox sisters and their caiebiity status faded away into obscurty, and they le the public eye. Maggie Fox attempted to recall
her confession a year laler, but Ine sisters were never abie o fecloim their popularity. The sisters eventualy settied down and
Dassad away. with the St Louis POSt Dispatch (S1. Louis, MO) reporting on the last sister, Leah's, passing in 1902, Newspapers
continued to llkze the Fox sisters' story for . witing 00 & headless skelalon n the Hydasville basament in 1904
Amedium who was present allegediy verfled the Fox sisters' spirt rappings claims.

Hany Houdin passed away in 1826, but his connection to Spitualism would continus. Houini and his wife Bess made a pact
that. after one's passing, the other would try 1o contact the other for ten years as proof thal the bwing and dead could
communicate Many mediums claimed to have contacted Houdini, which Bess has repaatedly refuted. You can listen to the last
séance on Houdini's tlenth anniversary hee

Despite Spirtualism's spiraling dovnfall. mediums continued Mediums iried fo connect with society by communicating with
important figures of the movement, such a5 Sif Arthur Conan Dayle. You can hear & medium allegediy channeling Doyle's spint
g1 and @ video recorging of 3 supposed possession of a medum by Doyle (with Doyie's widow and son in atlendance) herg
However, the damage had been done. Once the spollight that sensationalism, Houdini, and others had cast an Spiritualism had
faded, (ne movement iransitianad info unorganized circles. Spritualist pracices became prominent again i the 19705, wih
practfioners adopting them into olher religious practices during the New Age movement, and st maintain interest and appeal
today.

Sensationalism continued o evolve and (s vary much [ntegrated nto today's madia, print and digital

Spirtualism is a muttidimensional topic due fo s influence on several extermal factors throughout tha 19th century, including
societal norms, culture, and poktics. The phenamenal practices of Spirfualism are stll Nighly romanticzed in many cultures and
impacted 19n-contury social and polical movaments. Once those layers are pesed back, researchers find that digging Geeper
Into the Spirtualist movement provides a glimpse inlo its impact on several olher vital movements, such as abolllionism and
suffragism, through various historical lenses. Threugh this histoniographical examination of Spirfualism came the uncovaring of
how newspapers treated the movement Ihrough language and Imagery, Sensationalism also became a popular joumalistic tactic
duting this tme, with the growing population and litaracy rata, This exhibit examines how sensationallsm was a catalyst for
Spirtualismis rise In the 1th century and s gradual downfall and resurgance at the end of the 19th century and the tum of the
20 century,

For your enjoyment, please browse the Suggested Reading List 1o leam mare on this fopic. You may also leave feedback on
1his exnibit Dy clicking on the Feedback Survey.
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SUGGESTED READING LIST concliman

Suggested Reading List
It you are interested in learning more on the subjects of Spiritualism and sensationalism, here are some source
materials that may be helpful to explars further:

Wed Love To Hear From Youl
Abanese, Gatharing L A Republic of Mind and Spirt: A Gultural History of Amencan Metaphysicai Religian. New Haven: Yale
University Press. 2008

Bennett, Gillan Traaition of Beiler” Women, Folkiore, and the Supernatural New York: Penguin Books, 1087

Brandon, Ruth, Tre Spirtuaiists™ The Passion for ine Occult in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. New York Alfred A,
Knopl, 1983,

Braude, Ann. Raciical Spirts: Sointualism and Women's Rights in Nineteenth-Century America. Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 2001

Britlan. Emma Hardinge. Modern American Spirtualism:. A Twenty Years® Record af the Communion Befween Earth and ihe.
Worid of Spints. New York: Publisned by the author, 1870

Bulla, David W and David 8. Sachsman. Sensationaism: Murder, Maynem, Mudsiinging. Scandais. ang Disasters in 19t
century Reporting. New York: Taylor 8 Francis Group, 2013

Capron, Efiab Wilkinson. Modern Spirtuaksm Ifs Fact [ Boston: B, Marsh,
1855,

Carroll, Bret E. Spinfualism in Antebesum Amenca. Bloominglom Indiana University Press, 1997

Chapin, David. Expianng Other Worids: Margaret Fox, Elisha Kent Kane, and the Antebellum Cultire of Currosity. Amharst
Universty of Massachusetts Press, 2005

Crookes, William. Researches in the Phenomena of Spirtusitsm. London J. Bums, 1874

Crow, Chartes L. and Karr, Howard H. The Occull in America: New Historical Perspecives. Chicago: Unverstly of linols Press.
1983

Davenport, Reubsn Briggs. Th Deatn Slow to Spintuaiem. New York: C.W. Dilingham Co., 1838

Deip, Robert W "Andrew Jacksan Davis: Prophet of American Spidtualism * The Journal of American History 54, ne. 1(1967)
4356

Dingwall, E.J. The Criics’ Diemma: Furiher Comments on Some Ninefaenin Century Invesiigations. Dewsbury: The Staniey
Press Lid . 1968,

Faust, Drew Glipin. This Republic of Suffering. Death and the American Civil War New York: Alred A Knop. 2008,

Frisken, Amanda. Graphic News: How Sensafional images Transformed Ninetesréh-Century Joumalism. Urbans, Chicago;
Springfield. University of INinois Press, 2020

Gutiarraz, Cathy, Piato's Ghost: Spintusism in tha American Renaissance, New York: Oxford University Press, 2009,

Kontou, Tatiana. The Ashgate Ressarch Companion ta Nineteenth Century Spirituaksm and the Occuit. London: Routisdge,
2012

Kutz, Kimberiy N, "Chief of 8 Nation of Ghosts: Images of Abraham Lincoin's Spii in the Immediate Post-CIvil War Period” The
Journal of American Cuiture 36, n0. 2 (2013): 111123,

Lause, Mark A. Fres Spurits: Spirtualism, Republcanism, and Radicalism in the Civil War Era. Chicago: University of liinois
Press, 2016

Lowry, Elizabath, “Spiritual (R)evolution and the Turning of Tables: Abolitian, Feminism, and the Rheforic of Social Reform in the
Antebellum Public Sphere * Journs! for the Study of Radicalism 8, no. 2 (2015). 1-16.

McCortistine, Snane. Spirtualism, Mesmerism and the Occult 1800-1920. London: Routiedge, 2013

McGarmy. Moky. Gnasts of Futures Past. Spintuzism and ihe Cultural Portics of Nineteerih-Cantury Amenca. Barkeley;
University of California Press, 2008

Maore, R Laurence. In Search of White Crows: Spirtualism, Perspsychoiogy. and Amencan Culture. New York. Oxford Press,
1977,

Morita, Saly. Matters: | the Reformative Nature of 19th-Cantury Spiritualism
Amevican Studies 40, no. 3 (1999): 98-125.

Obelkevich, Jim_Etal Disciplines of Fath: Studies in Religion. Patics and Painarchy. New York: Routiedge & Kegan Paul, inc
1087

Owan, Alax. The Darkened Room: Women, Power, and Soint
Philadelphia Press, 1990,

m in Late Victorian England. Philadeiphia; Univarsity of

Seeman. Exik. Speaking with the Dead in Early America. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Fress, 2019
Stuart, Nancy Rubin. The Reluctant Spritugist The Life of Maggse Fox Oriando; Houghton Miftiin Harcourt Pubiishing, 2005

Trowbriage, Jonn Townsend *Early Invasigations in Spirtualism. ™ The Narth American Review 188, no. 635 (1908) 526-538

Walker, Barbara. Out Of The Qrdinary: Folkiore and Supernatural Logan: Utah State Unwversity Press, 1995

Walker, David “The Humbug in American Religion Ritual Thearies of Nineteenth-Century Spiitualism.” Redgion and American
Culture: A Journal of Interpretation 23, no 1. (2013) 30-74

Weisberg, Barbara. Talking o the Dead Kate and Maggie Fox and the Rise of Spintualism New York: Harper-Colling
Pubiichers, Inc, 2000,

Wrobel, Arthur. Psaudo-Science & Society in Nineteent-Century America. Lexington: The University Prass of Kentucky, 1987,
Zaretsky, lan, and Mark Leans. Reigiaus Movemants in Contemparary Amerca. Princeton: Princaton University Prass, 1974

Youmay olso explore the collection conlaining the newspaper articles Included in this exhibit.

Suggested Reading List Wa'd Love To Heat From Youl —

Browse Collactions + Browse Exhibits Proudly powered by Omaka

60



SENSATIONAL
SPIRITUALISM: THE
STUDY QF 19TH=
CENTURY
REPORTING AND ITS
EFFECT ON THE
SPIRITUALIST
MOVEMENT

WE'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! CONCLUSION

Feedhack Survey Suggasted Reading List

Feedhack is very important to us. Piease visitthe link above and provide your honest opinion on your sxperience. Responses

will b collectad and reviewed 10 ensure an oplimal expanience for future xhi s We'd Love To Hear From You!

= Sugoested Reading Lis! We'd Love To Hear From You!

Browse Collections « Browse Exhibits

Proudly powered by Omeka.

SENSATIONAL
SPIRITUALISM: THE
STUDY QF 19T H=
CENTURY
REPORTING AND ITS
EFFECT ON THE
SPIRITUALIST
MOVEMENT

Browse Exhioits

BROWSE COLLECTIONS (4 TOTAL)

Objects Related to View the fer

Spiritualism

Misc Media on

Spiritualism

Sensational Newspaper Thess rices are festurad in the exhibits, and are categorized
1 ies that reveal a society hat accepts and is

articles regarding

View h cans

Spiritualism

Im portant F\gul‘cs Individuals who are key to the Spiritualist movement, whether they are praciitioners, supporters,
or deb

related to Spiritualism
vi

actent Figures tefaled to Soirtualism

lloctions + Browse Exhibits

Sortby: Tifie DaeAdded =

Proudly powered by Omeka

61



SENSATIONAL
SPIRITUALISM: THE
STUDY OF 19TH:-
CENTURY
REPORTING AND ITS
EFFECT ON THE
SPIRITUALIST
MOVEMENT

Browse Collections Browse Exhibits

OBJECTS RELATED TO SPIRITUALISM

Dublin Core

Title

Objects Related to Spiriuaiism

Collection Items

Example of Ectoplasm

Example of Spirit Photography
"
Example of a Seance

4
L1

Example of Levitation

Example of a Ululometer

View all 8 items
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EXAMPLE OF ECTOPLASM

Dublin Core

Title

Example of Ectoplasm

Seurce

Thé Atlantic. Ns: it theaiantic comne 2012110

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format

Phalagraph

Files

Collection

jects Related to Spiil

Citation
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EXAMPLE OF SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY

Dublin Core

Title

Example of Spint Photography

Seurce

Smimsonian Magazine. Nitps N

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format

Phalagraph

Files

Collection

Objects Related

Citation

Example of Spirit Photography.” Sensa
Nitps /Mis792imetaren.omeka.nev

— Previous item
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EXAMPLE OF A SEANCE

Dublin Core

Title
Example of 8 Seance

Seurce

Scenlad Seances,” Wenher & Gray, (blog). Octaber 5, 2017, hltps /AW, c I seances-smel &-SDIN-WDrid

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format

Phata

Files

Collection

Obiects Related to Spiritualism

Citation

Example of 3 Seance,
Nitps/Mis792imetaren.of

ritury Reporting and ts Effect on the Spinfualist Movement. accessed January 5, 2023,
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EXAMPLE OF LEVITATION

Dublin Core

Title

Example of Levitation

Source

Madia Wales LId. hitps: v walesoniine co.ukinews/wales-news/colin-evans-avitation-seance-london-25433683

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format

Phata

Files

Collection

Objects Related to Spiritualism
Citation

Exampl
nitps:/m
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EXAMPLE OF SPIRIT WRITING

Dublin Core

Title
Example of Spit Writng

Seurce
St Louis Globe Damocrat. "Exposures of Mediums.* S1. Louls Globe Damocral (St Louls, MO). March 26, 1893

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format
Phata

Files

s,

PAC-SIMILE OF nn+r1 WRITINGS ON ONE SLATE OBTAINED IN TWO MINUTES.

Collection

Objects Related to Spiritualism

Citation

Example of Spirit Writing,” Sensational Spintualism: The Study of 18th-Century Reparting and Its Effect on the Saintuafist Movement. accessed January 5, 2023

Nitps /Mis792imetaren omeka.nevliems/showis4.
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EXAMPLE OF A SPIRIT TRUMPET

Dublin Core

Title

Example of 8 Spirt Trumpet

Seurce

The Austin Seance (blog). itps: £Om/2020/

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format
Photagraph

Files

Collection

Obiects Related to Spiritualism

Citation

Example of a Spirit Trumpet.” Sensatonal
nitps /Mis792imetaren omeka.nediiems

tury Regorting and ts Effect on the Somtualist M

accessed January 5, 2023,
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EXAMPLE OF AN OSCILLOGRAPH

Dublin Core

Title
Example of an Osclograph

Source
The San Francisco Examiner. “How Science Traps ‘Ghosts'* The San Francisco Examiner (San Francisco, CA), Aprl 16, 1922

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format
Phatagraph

Files

\utomatic

(Oseillatas)
with & Certain
Mayement

Collection

Objects Related to Spiitualism

Citation

“Example of an Oscilograph.” Sensations! Spirtuaism The Study of 19th-Century Reporting 6nd lis Effect on the Spintuslist Movement, accessed January 5. 2023
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EXAMPLE OF A ULULOMETER

Dublin Core

Title

Example of  Ululometer

Seurce

Library of Congress:Chronicing America, nitps:/fchwoniclingamerica 1oc. govicn/sng 7093407/1922-03-22/8d-/5eq-5

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format

Phalagraph

Files

Citation

Example of a Ululometer.” Sen
nitps i claren omek

of 16th-Century Reporting and vement, accessed January 5. 2023
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MISC MEDIA ON SPIRITUALISM

Dublin Core

Tite

Misc Media on Spiritualism

Subject

Media items (excl newspaper ariicies) that pertain to Spiritualism

Collection Items

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's speech on Spiritualism, May 14, 1930

"Spirit rappings - Music for a nation: American sheet music, 1820-1860" sheet music cover page

"Movietone Films Medium's Trance"
"Listen to the spirit voice of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle"

"Image | of Vol. 1. Pictorial history of the cause of the great rebellion. Witchcraft."

| &
!

"Houdini's Spiritualism Lectures” blog post

The Final Halloween Houdini Seance

The final Halloween Houdini seance was October 31. 1935 (the lenth anniversary of Harry Houdin’s death), on the roof of the Knickerbacker Hotel in Hollywood

View all 7 items
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SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE'S SPEECH ON SPIRITUALISM,

MAY 14, 1930

Dublin Core

Title

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's speech on Spiritualism, May 14, 1930

Source

The British Library. hitpsbits typepad co

Sound Item Type Metadata

Original Format
MP3

Duration

240 minutes

Files

> 000/241 - D i

Collection

Misc Madia on Seirtualism

Citation

“Sir Athur Conan Doyle's speech on Spirualism, May 14, 1930.” Sensationai Sor

aceessed January 5, 2023, hitps /his782jmclaren. omeka netitems/show/30
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"SPIRIT RAPPINGS - MUSIC FOR A NATION: AMERICAN
SHEET MUSIC, 1820-1860" SHEET MUSIC COVER PAGE

Dublin Core

Title
Spiit ranpings - Music for a nation’ Amarican sheet music, 1820-1880" shest music cover page

Seurce
Spirit rappings - Music for a nation: American shaet music, 1820-1860 " Library of Conqress. Accessed Decamber 18, 2022 hitps /i oc. govAtem/sm 1853 530390/

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format
Sheel music cover page, for volce and piano

Files

Collection

Misc Media 00 Soiritualism

Citation

"Spirit rappings - Music for a nation: American sheet music, 1820-1860" sheet music cover page.” Sensational Spintuatsm The Study of 191h-Century Reporting and its Effect
on the Sointuakst Movement, accessed January 5, 2023, hitps:/MisTOZimaiaren omeka.nelitems/show/42:

— Previous item Next ftom —

Browse Collections - Browse Exhibits Proudly powered by Ometa

73



SENSATIONAL
SPIRITUALISM: THE
STUDY OF 1'9TH-
CENTURY
REPORTING AND ITS
EFFECT ON THE
SPIRITUALIST
MOVEMENT

"MOVIETONE FILMS MEDIUM'S TRANCE"

Dublin Core

Title

Movietone Fims Medium's Trance'

Subject

Lady Conan Doyle attends cramatic demonstration by Mrs. Meurlg Morris

Source

Arthur Conan Doyle Enc
itps /Avi youtubo

nAvexTvy 1RK

Moving Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format

Video

Duration

3,00 minute:

Compression

MP4

Producer

British Movietone News

Files

> 0:00/3:00

Collection

Jisc Media on Sairtualism

Citation
Moy
hitps
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"LISTEN TO THE SPIRIT VOICE OF SIR ARTHUR C
DOYLE"

Dublin Core

Title

Listen fo the spiit voice of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle”

Source
The British Library. hitpsbits typepad co

Sound Item Type Metadata

Original Format

Sound cip

Duration

0.49 secands

Files

> 000/049 = D i

Collection

Misc Madia on Seirtualism

Cization

“Listen to fhe spiit voica of Sir Arinur Conan Doyle".” Sensabonal Sainluglism: The Study of 19th-Century Reporting and lis Effect on ifie St
January 5, 2023, hitps /is782mclaren omeka netilems/show/sT
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"IMAGE | OFVOL. I. PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE CAUSE
OF THE GREAT REBELLION.WITCHCRAFT."

Dublin Core

Title
Image 1 of Vol | Pictorial history of the cause of the great rabellion. Witcheraft”

Seurce
Library of Congrass. hiips i loc. goviiesourcaltbpe. 10004600/

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format
Broadsheet

Files

Collection

Misc Media 00 Soiritualism

Citation

“Imaga 1 of Vol |. Pictorial history of the cause of the greal rebellion. WilchcraR"* Sensational Soritualism: The Study of 18ih-Century Reporting and lts Effect on the
Soitualst Movement. accessed January 5, 2023, NitpsMisTa2melaren omeka.netitems/show/so.
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"HOUDINI'S SPIRITUALISM LECTURES" BLOG POST

Dublin Core

Title

Houdins Spirtualism Lectures” blog post

Source

Wild About Harry (blog). February 21, 2020. hittps:/iwww wildabouthoudini com/p/houdini-spr himi

Hyperlink Item Type Metadata

URL

nitps / cOm/2020/ 5P nimi

Collection

Mise Medla on Spirtualism

Cieation

“Houdini's Spirtualism Lectures” blog post,” Sensational Spirtualism: The Study of 19th-Century Repoarting and Its Effect on ihe Spintuaiist Movement, accessed January 5,
2023, hitps:his792imclaren omeka nebitem/shovi95

— Previous item Next tem —

Browse Collections - Browse Exhibits Proudly powered by Omeka

77



78

SENSATIONAL a
SPIRITUALISM: THE

STUDY OF 19TH-

CENTURY

REPORTING AND ITS

EFFECT ON THE

SPIRITUALIST

MOVEMENT

Browse Collactions EBrowse Exhibits

THE FINAL HALLOWEEN HOUDINI SEANCE

Dublin Core

Title

The Final Hallowean Houdini Seance

Description

The final Hallowesn Houdin seance was October 31, 1938 (he tenth anniversary of Harry Houdinf's death), on the roof of the Knickerbocker Hotel in Holtywood

Source

intemet Archive.hiips /farchive orgidetaiis/TheFinaiHalloweenHoudinl Seance_860

Hyperlink Item Type Metadata

URL

nitps./farchive.org/details/TheFinalHalloweenkoudniSeance_860

Collection

Misc Media o

Citation

“The Final Hallowsen Houdini Seancs,” onal Spi
hitps /mis792jmataren omeka nevitems/show 100

ry Reparting and 115

t Movement accessed January 5, 2023,
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SENSATIONAL NEWSPAPER ARTICLES REGARDING
SPIRITUALISM

Dublin Core

Title

Sensational newspaper articles regarding Spintuatism

Description

Thase articles are Tealurad In 1he exhibits, and are categorzad into four general groups
1. Avticies ina reveal a society that accepts and is curious about Spirituatism

2. Articies Ihat reflect a tansition to disinterest ar oppositian o the movement

3 Artices that startto include images to sirengihen the message of iheir sensational slories

4. Atictes refiecting Spirtualism's resurgence and reinroduction back into scciety, aiong With a strong movement to debunk it with ‘scientfic’ methods.

Collection Items

“Early Ouija Advertisement*

"The Advent of Spiritism" newspaper article

"The Ghost of Ganargwa" newspaper article

"How The Spirits Knocked" newspaper article

e

B

"Spiritualism Exposed by Harry Houdini: |.Story of the Fox Sisters” newspaper article

"Spiritualism” newspaper article

"Last of Famous Fox Sisters Dies" newspaper article

"Spread of Spiritualism” newspaper article

"Mrs. Fox-Kane's Big Toe" newspaper article

View all 40 tems
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"RIDDLE OF THE LIFE HEREAFTER DRAWS WORLD'S
ATTENTION" NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

Dublin Core

Title
Riddle of the Life Hareafler Draws World's Attaniion” néwspapes article

Seurce
The New York Sun. "Riddlls of the Life Heraafler Draws Workd's Attention “ Tha New York Sun (New York, NY), Fabruary 15, 1920

Still Image Item Type Metadata

Original Format
Newspaper article

Files
World's Attention
Ao S S
Garvmt Mystery May Be S

Vha

Collection

Sensational newsnaner arficles regarding Spirilualism

Citation

“Riddla of the Life Hereafler Draws World's Attention” newspaper article,” Sensational Spintusiism The Study of 19th-Century Reparting and s Effect on the Spirtualist
Mavement, accessed January 5, 2023, hiips:iMis7$2/mciaren omeka nevitems/show/es.
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was carried on by Dr. C. M Richmond
of this city, who has spent twonty years and
perhaps as many 1thousands of dollars in inves-
tigating medinmistie tricks, and who, doubtless,
knows as much about this particulsr species of
fraud as any man living. After the Doctor had
exposed & number of tricks Mra. Margaret Fox-
Kaneo came forward. The audience was pretty
well tired out, and Mrs. Kane struck rather
an  unsympathetio crowd Mrs. Kane
seemed to have lost her tougue and counld say
nothing. But if her tongne had lost its power,
her preternatural toe joint had not Ihscover-
ing that she was not in proper condition for a
public address, her companions on the stage in-
vited her to give s public demonstration of
her ability to produce raps  withont
further delay. A plain wooden stool or
table resting upon four short legs and
having the properties of a sounding board was
placed in front of her. Removine her shoes
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Uy Ou arwaur. Ane jecuurer 10r inswance -
was wide of the truth when he declored
that the church had kept back spintualism
for seventy years. Why, we wonder, was
the period of the ban fixed at sevency yewis?
The Church has certainly not Lecr ty puni-
cal in any effort to enforce the han.

The spiritualists have had, in our Lie, a
fair field and plenty of favor, Sir Arthur
hamself is not encountering any uppusition
in spreading spiritualism. e is doing more
than well and like the sther various E. glish
lecturers who have visited these shoves, he
will sail for home with a conxfortable
fortune.

4 Spiritualiem had the start of the ocgan-
ized Christian church It was far more
conspicuous in the lives of pagan people
than it hee avar hasen ginea tha estallich-
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would result to the world from Ihis gis, o ue
was allowed time and ease to develop it.

Nearly eigbt hundred. persons were present.
The Business Committes reported s series of
resolutions recommending quarterly mars meet-
ings of the believers, the formations of harmo-
nial brotherboods, the formation of spiriteal
circles, snd various other means of briuging
down heaven to eartb, and lifting up earth to
heaven. =
Mr. Dingham, of Doston, said harmenial
brother! were formed afier the model of
the barmony of the buman body The Presi-
dont of such sp Association was called the
“Cepsorium.” or the brain, the Vice Presidents
the noses and mouths ; the Secretaries, the eyes
and ears,and the other members the hands, feet,
&c. - A good deal of incoherent discussion
followed about Mesmerism, Msgoetism, Phsyco-
isra, and several other isms. The Convention
adjourned to 7 o'clock, when Andrew Jackson
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the picture of the belivver is taken with the | ¢
dim forms of various wellknown “spirits”
seon in the background, pecring over the
shoulder, out into the eyes of the astonished ;
bebolder. The method by which these pho-
tographs is the thus deseribed in io soer- ||
ticle in Chambers' Journal. 1
A case brought to our uotice from Paris
will illustrate the way in which this class
of photographers impose on the publio. The
police, hearing that a certain  photographer
of that city was pocketing large profits by
taking these photographs for eredulous peo- '
ple, dispatched an emissary to discover the

e

frand.  On makiog keown his wish to be 4
photographed with his guardian spirit, he

was requested to leave the studio for a short | *
time for tho purpose ol the spirit beiug in- g
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prevent fortune telling for fees in
Washington.

Feeling became so intense that
capitol guards were summoned fo
stand ready to prevent physical
combat. Houdini charged the Spir-
{tuallsts with being fakers and they
replied that the religlon of spirit.
ualism was being insulted.

The hearings, which were held
.|by Senate and MHouse committces
seéparately, frequently were inter.
rupted by loud applause or demon.
strations of disapproval from the
Spiritualists as the testimony pro-
céeded. The Senate committee
{room was packed to the doors and
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of evil. I class spiritism right here
with superstition, I propose to show
that spiritism is the oulgrowth. of
superstition, or rather superstition
itself, .
MERE SUPERSTITION.

«Introduce the subject of spiritism
to a spiritist or one leaning towards
that faith, and in nine cases out of ten
ha will commence telling you about
a dream he had, or some apparition
that appeared to him during the night
or under cover of the darkness.”

The speaker then went on to say
thatevery spiritist is of a nervous
temperament, and that those whose
nervous system Is in a state of de-
rangement seem o be more advanced
than others in spiritism. All the
phenomena, as they are called, belong

to the nervous system.  Herbort
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istn, whict is a véry pretty one, but the
1lm # Iattack is the fraud and humbug that
lea Spiritunlism."”

I‘hu table being set down in the centre,

the doctor called for a piece of chalk. which,
lwlm: passed around among _the committee.
he placed umlr‘r the siate. Then hestepped
back. and sad

The name on the naper was Frederick
William. Is that right/”

It was, and the committes looked as-
tounded. Lifting the slate, he showed it
covered with writing. which he read :

1 would not come back to Hve in s world where
one smile nust balance a Lhotusal enrs, for In this
world of bliss there ts naught b rinal happiness.

FREDERICK WILLIAM,

The doctor opened the bry
hauded to the coummittee the slip of paper
upon which uu- name was written.

“Now, if anyiody asks how | know that
| the spirits hdn't. after all.,” he said. “write¥
| that communication 1I'll say that [ know

thev didn't because I wrote it myself at my

ottice this afternoon. This is atrick which,
| up to this time, no medium in this country
! has bean able to do. Anv Soiritnalist who
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Wi Vel
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ity, uot. coudcmn. LApplause and hisses, ]
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Drxpolo,(h Ry By by
V] come up
e Tzru doctorl knelt dowa, book
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There was a dead silence. Eves n
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taught in these lectures can hardly fail to prove the
* power of God and the wisdom of God" unto salvation
by all who receive and obey it.

Who is responsible for the exi of children ? Who!
In resp Sor their and !
tendencies 1 How may man and woman be prepared to
bestow on their children the priceless boon of a healthy
body and a healthy soul?  What appetites and practees
are to be avoided by all who would enter into true
marriage and p 1 relations? These q are
discussed by Mr. Davis, in these lectures, in a clear
and impressive manner. Tt is to be hoped that the
friends of Reform, in various places, will not fail to pro-
cure these lectures to be delivered and heard as widely
as possible,

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted
by the meeting, this evening, at the close of the lecture.

HENRY C. WRIGHT.

Whereas, we have Iinrn:!”m n course of lectures in
Boston, on *the Harmonial Philosophy,” and *the
Physiologieal Vices and Virtues.! by Andrew Jackson
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was carried on by Dr. C. M Richmond
of this city, who has spent twonty years and
perhaps as many 1thousands of dollars in inves-
tigating medinmistie tricks, and who, doubtless,
knows as much about this particulsr species of
fraud as any man living. After the Doctor had
exposed & number of tricks Mra. Margaret Fox-
Kaneo came forward. The audience was pretty
well tired out, and Mrs. Kane struck rather
an  unsympathetio crowd Mrs. Kane
seemed to have lost her tougue and counld say
nothing. But if her tongne had lost its power,
her preternatural toe joint had not Ihscover- |
ing that she was not in proper condition for a
public address, her companions on the stage in-
vited her to give s public demonstration of
her ability to produce raps  withont
further delay. A plain wooden stool or
table resting upon four short legs and
having the properties of a sounding board was
placed in front of her. Removine her shoes
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pings, and all manner of ings, yet how
quick those spirits were laid when the
law was passed to hang those who ac-
cused others of witeh eraft. I remem-
ber of an old miser who had a way of
| hiding his money in different places for
fear of robbery. Dying very suddenly
his relatives were unable to find but
| small amount of cash. They applied |
| to a noted medinm for advice. She |
called up the spirit (as she said) of the |
old miser, and after a long tussel with
the old gent, she told the friends that
the money was buried on a certain hill |
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name was C., and that of its sir-name was B.,
but it refuses to give the entire name, (a very
considerate ghost!)

The ‘manner in which these questions are
said to be asked and answered, is this: For
instance, when they wish to ascertain the
first letter of its name, the questioner goes
through the alphabet, and wheu the right let-
ter is called, it raps. 8o also of the county
where its children now reside. On calling
over the list, when the one it wishes to des-
ignate is named, it manifests it by rapping.—
In this way, all the answers have been given,
Sometimes there has been as many as two or
three hundred persons at the house at a time,
and it is said that all have distinctly heard
the noises. Some fifteen or twenty of them
certify to the fact over their own signature.

In the course of their auestions, it was
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Occupation

U'S Navy medical officer, Arclic explorer

Biographical Text

https:/Awww britannica comibiography/Eiisha-Kent-Kane

Files

Collection

|mRgriant

oures related to Soitualism

Cieation

Elisha Kent Kane " Sensaiio
ntips J/Mis782jmciaren omeka ne
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EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN

Dublin Core

Tite

Emma Hardinge Britten

Person Item Type Metadata

Birth Date

May 2, 1823

Birthplace

London, Engiand

Death Date
Oclober 2, 1699

Occupation

Spiritualist, medium, lecturer, author

Biographical Te

Collection

\mRartant Figures related o Soirtalsm

Cieation
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THE FOX SISTERS

Dublin Core

Title
The Fox Sisters

Description
Maggie ieft), Kate (center), Lean (right

Person Item Type Metadata

Birth Date

Maggie: October 7, 1833
Kate March 27, 1837
Leah: April 8, 1813

Birchplace

Rochester, NY

Death Date
Maggie; March 8, 1893
Kate July 2, 1892
Leah: November 1, 1890

Files

Collection

Impartant Figure:

ated to Spirfualism

tulism: The Study of 18th-Century Reporting and its Effect on the Spiitualist Movement. accessed January 5. 2023
/show/22
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FRANZ MESMER

Dublin Core

Title

Franz Mesmer

Person Item Type Metadata

Birth Date
May 23, 1734

Birthplace

Germany

Death Date
March 5, 1815

Occeupation
Physician

Files

Collection

Important Figures reiated f

Citation

Franz Mesmer" Sensations! Sprritualism: The Study of 19th-Century Regoring and Its Effect on the Spintuailst Movement, accessed January 5, 2023,
hitps /s 792imelaren omeka nevilems/show/31

— Previous item Next ltem

Browse Colloctions « Browse Exhibits Proudly powerad by Omaka

125



126

SENSATIONAL a
SPIRITUALISM: THE

STUDY ‘OF 1'9TH=

CENTURY

REPORTING AND ITS

EFFECT ON THE

SPIRITUALIST

MOVEMENT

Browse Collections Browse Exhioits

ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS

Dublin Core

Title

Andrew Jackson Davis

Source
Nalional Parirait Gallery. hitps /inog si.edulobjectinog_NPG80.104

Person Item Type Metadata

Birth Date
January 11, 1826

Birthplace

Blooming Grova, New York

Death Date
January 13, 1910

Occupation
Spiritualist

Files

Collection
Imngrtant Fiouras refated fo Soiriualism

Cieation

"Andrew Jackson Davis " Sensational Spirtuaiism: The Study of 19th-Century Reporting and I1s Effect on Ihe Spiitusfist Mavement, accessed January 5 2023,
hitps /his792jmelaran omeka netitems/showr36
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SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

Dublin Core

Title
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Source

The British Library, hiips /i bl ukipeoplesarthur-conan-goyle.

Person Item Type Metadata

Birth Date
May 22, 1858

Birthplace
Edinburgh, United Kingdom

Death Date
July 7, 1930

Occupation

Writer, physician

Files

Collection

Impartant Figures related to Siriualism

Cieation

"Sit Afihur Gonan Doyle.” Sensational Soirituailsm: The Study of 19th-Century Reporting and ifs Effect on ihe Spitusiist Movement, accessed Januaty 5. 2023,
iips J/his78Zjmelaren omeka nebiiems/show/S6.
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HARRY HOUDINI

Dublin Core

Title
Harry Houdin

Source
National Portrait Gallery. hitps./inpg.si edw abjecynpg_NPG 2000.15

Person Item Type Metadata

Birth Date

March 24, 1874

Birthplace

Budapest, Hungary

Death Date
Oclober 31, 1926

Oceupation

Escaps artist, magician, stunt performer

Biographical Text

britannica combiography/Hamy-Houdini

Collection

Citation

Haity Houdinl," Sensational T
hiips /Mis792imciaren omala nevitems/show/$1

tudy of 19th-Century Reporiing and Its Effect on e Soritualist Movement, accessed January 5. 2023,
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Cost Analysis Worksheet

Table 1: Project Budget

Item Quantity | Cost Rate Total Notes
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT
As determined during project planning when evaluating
hardware needs
Computer Cost can vary depending on model/storage
If needed 1 $1,000 $1,000 |size/specifications
As determined during project planning when evaluating
hardware needs
External hard drive Cost can vary depending on model/storage
If needed 1 $100 $100 |size/specifications
As determined during project planning when evaluating
Multifunctional printer hardware needs
If needed 1 $150 $150 |Cost can vary depending on model/specifications
As determined during project planning when evaluating
Large format flatbed scanner hardware needs
If needed 1 $1,000 $1,000 |Cost can vary depending on model/specifications
Total Supplies & Equip Costs 3 $2,250 $2,250
LABOR
As determined by institution
Volunteers TBA S0 S0 |Will require training
As determined by institution
Any hired interns would be unpaid
Interns TBA S0 $0 |Will require training
For any paid staff overseeing volunteers and/or interns
who work any overtime hours assisting on the transition
from Omeka to the institution's preferred cataloguing
system. Subject to state and federal wage laws. Total cost
will vary by number of paid employees as well as salary
rate
Overtime pay is in excess of 40 hours per week and is at
least a rate of 1.5 times regular rate of pay per the U.S.
Overtime Pay TBA TBA TBA|Department of Labor
Total Labor Cost TBA
INDIRECT COSTS
Copyright research, obtaining copyright permission (as
needed)
Allitems obtained for "Sensational Spiritualism" were from
the public domain
Cost outlined is the average cost per the United States
Legal Expenses TBA $275 $275 |Copyright Office as of Spring 2020
Any further research would require additional exhibits,
which can be provided through a paid Omeka plan
50 GB of storage, unlimited sites
Omeka - "Platinum" Plan 1 $1,000 $1,000
Access to 25,000+ newspapers dating back to 1690, archived
through the prior month
Newspapers.com "Publisher Extra" 6-month subscription
Plan 1 $74.90 $74.90
Average cost for an annual membership for a LAM or
professional organization
Membership Costs TBA S50 $50
Total Indirect Costs $1,399.90 | $1,399.90
Final cost rate and project total is dependent on labor costs,
Project Total $3,649.90 | $3,649.90 |specifically overtime pay, which is not a guarantee
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