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More copies guaranteed. 
Sounds like a reason to go, 

does it not? I guess it depends 
on what we have more cop- 
ies of and why it has to be 
guaranteed. In this case, it is 
video selection. 

It seems that video stores 
are really striving to outdo 
each other. We have big- 
ger selections, more copies, 
and no late fees. They prom- 
ise more and more it seems, 
supposedly in response to 

demand. 
Yet what does one actually 

want from a video store? In 

my case, it is not twenty cop- 
ies of the latest "blockbuster" 
or the entire collection of 
Friends. I want the selection, 
and I want it to include mov- 
ies that cover the last one 
hundred years of cinema, not 
just the last five. 
That is where my problem 

comes with local stores and 
chains. It seems everyone 
wants the new stuff, or stuff 
that has come out in the last 
ten years. 

I gave up on rinding 
decent video games to rent 
in the area about a year ago, 
switching to an online rental 
company that maiis out your 
choices. I get a far better 

selection, can keep a game 
for months, and pay less in 
the long run. Especially with 
some stores charging close 
to eight bucks for renting a 
game, twenty a month is a 
steal. 
So I finally broke down and 

let my movie addiction have 
a little e more freedom by 
signing up for an online com- 
pany. At around fifteen bucks 
a month, I can have two at a 
time, and get more selection 
than I would if every video 
store in CU was under one 
roof. 
For me, that is what mat- 

ters. I can stay home, not fight 
the crowds, and get a larger 
selection of video games and 
videos. 

I only have to worry about 
how reliable my mail carrier 

is, and not how reliable I am 
in returning an item before 
its due date. 

The boats pictured here were originalty docked in an inlet two-hundred yards away on the other side of this apartment 
building complex. There was no visible path big enough between the buildings for these boats to have found their way 
to the parking lot. This is just one of the mysteries ieft behind by Hurricane Katrina. This photo and the photos on page 
6 were taken by Parkland College staff member Matthew Skaj on a recent mission trip to Ocean Springs, Mississippi. 

Katrina aftermath reveals 

bigger problems in America 
By MATTHEW SKA) 
For the Prospecft/s 

A few weeks ago I was fortu- 
nate to participate in a local mis- 
sion effort to bring supplies and 
aid to the community of Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi, which sits 
across the bay from Biloxi and 
was one of the area's hardest hit 

by hurricane Katrina. 
The storm surge in this town 

reached 35 feet along the coast 
and completely erased the exis- 
tence of most homes within a 
mile from the shoreline. 
The remaining homes were 

left tom to shreds or flooded 

beyond repair. I had never seen 
such devastation in all my life, 
and I pray that I never have to 
live through it myself. Our Mid- 

west tornados are no compari- 
son. 

The biggest problem in this 
area is that most residents do 
not have flood insurance and 
their current policies only 
cover damage caused by the 
high winds generally associated 
with most hurricanes. 
The storm surge was the real 

killer in this storm. It not only 
took lives, but left most peo- 
ple without a home or any per- 
sonal contents. Even though 
the storm surge was directly 
caused by the hurricane, insur- 
ance companies are allowed to 
treat it as a separate cause of 

damage that is listed as "flood- 
ing." The people whose houses 
were completely swept out to 
sea by the storm surge will get 

their homes replaced. The peo- 
ple living next to them, whose 
house still stands flooded and 

beyond repair, will get nothing. 
This is where ordinary people 

like you and me and groups like 
the one I was a part of come into 

play. The help and aid given by 
local churches and groups like 
the Salvation Army is immedi- 
ately and directly helping these 
people caught between bureau- 
cracy and a technicality to 

rebuild their lives. 
I received the call to go along 

on this trip on a Tuesday and by 
the time Friday came around 
and it was time to leave, several 
of my coworkers had donated 

$167 which was used to buy 
basic supplies (bottled water, 
coolers, tarps, cleaning supplies, 

etc.) for the people of Ocean 
Springs. 
By Saturday morning those 

supplies along with two trail- 
ers and a bus packed full of 

supplies, along with a crew of 
20 people from three differ- 
ent church groups were on the 
scene in Mississippi. 
My group was assisting the 

Ocean Springs Church of Christ, 
who had turned their facility 
into a free grocery store for 

anyone in need. Aisles of pews 
were turned into aisles of relief 
and hope. Our group went out 
to people's homes that had been 
flooded and spent the day tear- 
ing out carpet and drywall. By 
the end of the day Saturday, I 

See Katrina on page 6 



Campus 
) Heather 
Forecasf 

Wednesday: A 40 percent chance of 
showers and thunderstorms, tncreas- 

ing clouds, with a high around 77. Calm 
wind becoming west between 11 and 14 
mph. 
Wednesday Night: A 30 percent 

chance of showers before midnight. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 48. North 
northwest wind between 9 and 16 mph. 

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 66. 

Thursday Night Clear, with a low near 
42. 

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
71. 

Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low 
around 46. 

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 76. 

Saturday Night Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 52. 

Sunday: Partly cloudy, with a high 
around 75. 

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low near 54. 

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 77. 

Prospectus 
To contact the Parkland Prospectus, phone 
us 217-351-2216 PAX 217-373-3835. By 
Email: prospectus@parkland.edu. By 
U.S. mail: Parkland College, Room X-155, 
2400 W. Bradley Ave., Champaign, IL 61821. 
ADVERTISERS phone 217-373-3855 or PAX 
217-373-3835 

Letters and Editoria) Policy 
- The Prospectus is a student publication. 
- The Prospectus is published weekly dur- 
ing the Pall and Spring semesters, inter- 
mittently in summer. 

- Views expressed are opinions of staff and 
contributors and not necessarily that of 
the Prospectus or Parkland College. 

- Advertising is accepted which is non- 

discriminatory and not in violation of any 
laws. The Prospectus reserves the right 
to refuse any advertising. Publication of 
advertising constitutes final acceptance. 

- Advertisers must verify ads for accuracy. 
- The Prospectus welcomes letters to the 
editor. The rules of correspondence: alt 
letters must be signed with a phone 
number and address. The Prospectus staff 
must verify the identity of letter writ- 
ers. E-mail to the Prospectus must also 
include a full name, phone number and 
address. Correspondence may be edited 
to accommodate the space requirements 
of the paper. 

- Guest writers are welcome and subject to 
the same rules as other correspondence. 
We welcome writers from the Parkland 

community and the public. The editor 
will consider original works of fiction and 
short writings if space is available. 

- The Prospectus deadline for all advertising 
and other submissions is 5 PM of the Friday 
immediately before the upcoming issue. 
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Catherine Coburn counts the pulses of Toneka's wrist while she sits with a thermometer 
in her mouth, watching on. Nicole Simmons/ 

Fall 2005 Phi Theta Kappa 
Satellite Seminars announced 
a Series focuses on popular culture 
Parkland College will be a 

downlink site for the nation- 
wide Fall 2005 Phi Theta Kappa 
Satellite Seminars. 
This series of five lectures, 

presented by renowned speak- 
ers in the field of popular cul- 
ture, will be broadcast via satel- 
lite to college campuses across 
the nation. 
The seminars are free and 

open to the public. 
The audience will have oppor- 

tunities to call in questions, and 
the broadcast at Parkland will 
be followed by a discussion 

period and refreshments. 
The programs are co-pro- 

duced by Phi Theta Kappa Inter- 
national Honor Society and the 
National Collegiate Honors 

Council (NCHC). 
The seminars are part of a 

five part Honors Satellite Semi- 
nar Series entitled Popular Cul- 
ture: Shaping and Reflecting 
Who We Are. 

Topics and schedule for the 
remaining Satellite Seminars, 
which ends on November 15, is 
as follows: 

Fashion Cuiture 

TUesday, Oct. 11 6:30 p.m. in D 
244 

Shattering Stereotypes 
TUesday, Oct. 25 6:30 p.m. in the 
Gallery Lounge 

Advertising & 
Consumerism 

TUesday, Nov. 8 6:30 p.m. in the 
Galiery Lounge 

Reiigion in America 
TUesday, Nov. 15 6:30 p.m. in the 
Gallery Lounge 

Did you know that safety is 
everyone's business? 

By OFFICER MEYER 

Many states, including Illinois, have adopted 
new laws to help promote traffic safety for 
teens. One such new traffic law affects driv- 
ers under the age of 18 and their cell phone 
usage. As of July 15,2005 the use of cell phones 
is prohibited by person under the age of 18 while 
driving. Phones may be used, but only for emergency purposes. 
Many states are adopting this same law. This law was established 
due to a statistical study on traffic crash reports. The study 
showed that distractions, such as cell phone usage, were a lead- 
ing cause for accidents. When coupled with few hours behind 
the wheel the numbers soared. Hands-free sets are highly rec- 
ommended and should be used by others while driving. Remem- 
ber safety is everyone's business. 

Parkland Art Gallery 
Thursday, Sepetmber 29: 

6:00 p.m.—Recpetion for Com- 

mercia)/Visions/Personai/H)us- 

trations. Show runs September 
28 through October 27. 

Staerkel Planetarium 

Friday, September 30: 
7:00 p.m.—Fat) Prairie Skies. 
8:00 p.m.—Just imagine. 
9:30 p.m.—Pink Ftoyd's Dark 
S/de of the Moon. 

Saturday, October 1: 
7:00 p.m.—Fotiow the Drinking 
Gourd 

8:00 p.m.—Just imagine. 
9:30 p.m.—Pink Ftoyd's Dark 
S/de of r/ie Moon. 

Cobra Athietics 

September 28: 
4:00 p.m., Men's Soccer vs. iCG 

September 29: 
6:00 p.m., Voiteybait vs. Shaw- 
nee 

September 29-30: 
Goif: Danviiie Fait invitationai 

September 30-October 1: 

Voiieybait — Parkiand invita- 
tionai 

October 1: 

1:00 p.m., Men's Soccer vs. 

SWiC 

October 4: 

6:00 p.m., Voiteybaii vs Lincoin 

Coiiege 

Have an Event at Park- 
)and ? Let the Prospec- 
tus know! 

E-mai) activities/events 
to us at: 

prospectus@parMand.edu 



Features 

By LARRY V. GtLBERT 
for Mie Prospectus 

MAY HAVE many liv- 

ing history books available 
H to you. And you probably 
don't realize it! 
I'm speaking of your parents, 

your grandparents, your aunts 
and uncles, and other relatives 
and friends. 

If I could turn the clock back 
to 1960 for a month or so, I 

would do it. And the first place 
I would head for would be my 
great-grandmother's house in 
Mahomet. I would move in for 
that month. And I would bring 
with me a tape recorder, a cam- 
era, and a dozen stenographer's 
notebooks. All of this crossed 

my mind as I stood at her grave 
in the Mansfield Cemetery on 
Memorial Day this year. 
My great-grandmother, Ida 

Coomer Wright, was bom in 

1874, just nine years after Abra- 
ham Lincoln was assassinated 
in Washington, D.C. She com- 
pleted eight years of elemen- 
tary school (they called it gram- 
mar school then) in a one-room 
country school. If I were able to 
turn the clock back to that time, 
I can imagine myself sitting on 
a chair in the back of the room 

during the history lesson. I think 
I would hear the class telling of 
how their parents and grandpar- 
ents read in the Chicago or New 
York newspapers of that horri- 
ble night at the Ford's Theatre. 
When I was in grade school, a 

friend of mine, Gayanne Gates 
Carpenter, and I would visit 

great-grandma. I'm afraid we 
were more interested at the 
time in her vinegar taffy recipe 
than we were in quizzing her 
about history in her era. 

It's funny that you remember 
certain things about your great- 
grandparents and never recall 
other experiences with them. 
But I do remember the blue 
vacuum sweeper she had. As a 

young child I was afraid of that 

sweeper. I would run and hide 
behind the bed when she turned 
it on. 

I remember her yellow and 
green "cook stove" in the kitchen. 
She would start the fire with 

corn cobs and then add wood 
or coal. During the Depression 
she would bum com because it 
was bringing only 10 cents per 
bushei at the grain elevators. 

I remember her chicken and 

dumplings, her pickled cab- 

bage with red bell peppers, and 
her molasses cookies. My favor- 
ite menu when she invited me 
to have "supper" with her was 
fried chicken, fried potatoes and 
onions, fresh green beans from 
her garden, iced tea and cherry 
pie from fruit picked from her 
trees in the east yard. 
Afternoon visits were always 

a treat with her. She would lis- 
ten to everything we said and 
then respond with just one word: 
"Well!" 

After listening to us, though, 
it was her turn. And when she 

ready wanted to make a point, 
she would shake that index fin- 

ger of hers toward you. That 
was the signal that she meant 
business and that we should lis- 
ten to every word. 

I spent too much time tell- 

ing her about what I was doing. 
Looking back, I should have 
asked her many history ques- 
tions, many famdy tree ques- 
tions, and questions about my 
great-grandfather, who died in 
1932, long before I was bom. 
Now it's too late. She died in 

1969. My grandparents died in 
1981, my father in 1984, and my 
mother in 1992.1 have one aunt 

living. And I must spend some 
time with her, asking questions. 
And writing everything down! 
Learn from my mistakes. 

Your grandparents can share 
with you the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy, details of his 
funeral, as well as many other 
events in history. 

'!IE STORY GOES that a 

] kindergarten ciass was 

H on a field trip to the sher- 
iff's office. One of the officers 

pointed out the "10 Most Wanted" 
pictures on the wall and told the 
kids that these men were dan- 

gerous and they were trying to 
catch them. 
One of the boys asked, "Why 

didn't you keep them when you 
took these pictures?" 

Refund supports the show habit as 
well as Pygmalion music festival 

By E. CLARKSON 
Prospectus Staff Writer t 

Super fantastic music bookie 
extraordinaire, Seth Fein, has 
triumphed once again. He has 
managed to bring not oniy the 
best local acts but also high pro- 
file A-list indie acts, as well. 

The conglomeration of these 
20 something bands, Fein has 
deemed the Pygmalion Music 
Festival. 

Pygmalion kicks off tonight 
with Parkland's own Bailey, 
Maserati, The Elanors, and 

Headlights at the Canopy Club. 
While the festival runs from 

tonight through Saturday, there 
are different bands playing at 
different venues all over town, 
at different times each night. 

The shows range from $5 to 
$12, but the best way to rock this 
festival, is to buy an all-access 
pass. For $25, you can get in to 
each/every/any of the shows 

you want to see. It's a chunk-a- 

change, I realize, but seriously... 
it's an investment worth mak- 

ing. 
Pick these puppies up at The 

Canopy, Family Pride, Exile on 
Main Street, Bacca Cigar, Caffe 
Paradiso, Dandelion or www. 

pygmalionmusicfest.com. 
Thankfully, I have finally 

received my refund, and Clark- 
son should be hitting the scene 
once again. Now, I can afford 
to purchase a pass. Thank you 
Financial Aid, for supporting 
my show habit. 

Wednesday 28: 
Urbana Booking Co. Presents 

PYGMALION MUSIC FESTIVAL 

w/ Headlights, Maserati, The 

Elanors, Bailey, Mike Ingram @ 
Canopy Club, $7,8 p.m., 18+ 

Tango/ Salsa Dancing, 
Cowboy Monkey, free!, starts at 
7:30 p.m., 19+ 

Apollo Poetics with Apollo 
Project, Nargile, free! 9:30 p.m., 
19+ 

Thursday 29: 
PYGMALION MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Low bktes, Lattish Haven, 
Tractor Kings @ Courtyard Cafe 
,$5,9:30 p.m., 18+ 

The Living Blue, The M's, The 
Chemicals @ Highdive, $5, 10 
p.m., 19+ 

Umphree's McGee @ Canopy 
Club $18/20,10 p.m., 18+ 

Emotional Rec Club, The 

Invisible, Theory of Everything 
@ Cowboy Monkey, $5, 11 p.m., 
19+ 

Fireflies, Unique Chique, 
Green Light Go @ Mike'n'Molty's, 
$5,11 p.m., 21 + 
Baker-Mead or-War nock 

Organ Trio, Zorba's, $3,9:30 p.m., 
AH Ages 

C-U Symphony Orchestra, 
Krannert, $10, All Ages 

Friday 30: 
PYGMALION MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Mates of State, Ida, Saturday 
Looks Good to Me @ Canopy 
Club, $12,6:30 p.m., 18+ 

Kate Hathaway, Lynn O'Brien, 
Megan Johns, Angie Heaton @ 
Iron Post, $5,9 p.m., All Ages 

Lorenzo Goetz, The 

Championship, Triple Whip, 
Elsinore @ Cowboy Monkey, $5, 
9:30 p.m., 19+ 

Ambitious Pie Party, Pulsar 

47 @ Mike'n'Molly's, $5,10 p.m., 
21 + 

Alteration, Agent Mos, 

Harsh, Ro Knew @ Canopy Club, 
$5,11 p.m., 18+ 

Apollo Project @ Canopy Club, 
$5,12 a.m., 18+ 

Saturday 1: 
PYGMALION MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Troubled Hubble, Appleseed 
Cast, Chin Up Chin Up, 
Shipwreck @ Canopy Club, $10, 
8 p.m., 18+ 

I he Like Young, Mike Dorney, 
The 1900's @ Courtyard Cafe, $5, 
9 p.m., 18+ 

The Beauty Shop, The Winter 
Blanket, Darting Disarm @ 

Cowboy Monkey, $5, 10 p.m., 
19+ 

Jason Finketman's Nu-Orbit 

Ensemble,Tholten, Ear Doctor @ 
Iron Post, $7,10 p.m., AH Ages 
Owen, City on Film, Adam 

Schmitt @ Mike'n' Molly's, $7,11 
p.m., 21 + 

The Vanderbield, Epitaph for 
an Enemy, Maximo, Shotgun 
Wedding, For In You I Find Me, 

Bastian, McKinley Foundation, 
$5,7:15 p.m., All Ages 
West Coast Swing Dance and 

Night Club w/ DJ Lino, Sidebar, 
$4,8 p.m., 19 + 

Sunday 2: 
The Fluffgirl Burlesque and 

Vaudeville Roadshow, Highdive, 
$10,9 p.m., 19+ 

Mike Rocks, Tommy G's Bar 

and Grill, cover, 9:30 p.m., 19+ 
DJ Jon Meske, Boltini, free!, 

10:30 p.m., 19+ 

Monday 3: 
Jazz Jam w/ Paradocs, Iron 

Post,TBA, 9 p.m., All Ages 
WEFT Sessions w/ Bailey, 

WEFT station, free! 10 p.m., All 

Ages 
Love and Joy, Canopy Club, 

$3,10 p.m., 18+ 

Tuesday 4: 
Foo Fighters, Weezer, Kaiser 

Chiefs, Assembly Hall, $35, 7:30 
p.m., All Ages 
Open Book Tour w/Treologic, 

lllogic, Psalm One, Modill, 

Canopy Club, $5,10 p.m., 18+ 
The Black, 20N20UT, Cowboy 

Monkey, free!, 10 p.m., 19+ 

This !ist is by no means exciusive of everything happening, 
but for an even better spectrum of choices, check out: 

http://www.openingbands.com/intetiigencereport 



Mow! Town 
City requests public input 
on downtown parking 
Do you have an opinion about 

Downtown parking? The City of 
Champaign wants to hear it. 
As part of the process to 

develop a Downtown Parking 
Plan, the City is soliciting pub- 
lic input regarding a variety of 
parking issues. 
Three different surveys have 

been created to elicit the opin- 
ions and preferences that are 
specific to the different groups 
interested in Downtown park- 
ing issues: business owners, 

employees, and other commu- 
nity members. The surveys are 
available on the City's web site 
beginning Monday, September 
26 and will remain on the site 
until Sunday, October 9. 

Data gathered from the sur- 
vey responses will be forwarded 
to Rich & Associates, the South- 
field, MI based parking consul- 
tant firm hired by the City. The 
firm's role is to assist with devel- 

opment of the Downtown Park- 

ing Plan. 
The surveys will be an impor- 

tant component considered in 
the both the evaluation of the 
current parking system and 

in developing suggestions for 
parking improvements. 
The planning area includes 

North First Street and Univer- 

sity Avenue as far east as Third 
Street, as well as the areas 

more commonly considered 

part of Downtown. Anyone with 

an interest in parking in these 
areas is invited to complete the 
survey which best describes 
their interest in Downtown 

parking issues: business owner, 
employee, or other community 
member and to submit only one 
per person. 
Members of the public inter- 

ested in completing a survey 
but who do not have computer 
access may pick one up at either 
the City Building Information 
Desk (102 N. Neil St.) or the 
Parking Programs Office (713 
Edgebrook Drive). 

In addition, one can call the 
Parking Programs Office at 

217-403-7050 to have a survey 
mailed to them. 

Champaign i^arkmg Survey 
A np.^4vwvKa.cAampaigfi.ii. ns/par%dng/sHjreyy 

CrimeStoppers seeks assistance 
This week CrimeStoppers and 

the Champaign County Sheriff's 
Office are seeking your assis- 
tance in investigating two bur- 
glaries. 
Between September 9 and 

September 11, an unknown per- 
son forced entry to the laundry 
room at 807 South Randolph. 
Money was taken from the laun- 
dry machines. A similar inci- 
dent also occurred recently at 
1505 West Kirby Avenue. 
Champaign County Sheriff's 

Investigators are requesting 

any information you may have 
about this crime 

CHAMPAiGM COUMH 

CMMEtBEBtPEM 

CrimeStoppers will pay a 

reward for information lead- 

ing to the arrest of the persons 
responsible for this crime. 

If you have any information 

please call CrimeStoppers at 

3-7-3-T-I-P-S. 

Two campus events planned 
Athietic events wi!! aid 

Katrina-damaged schoois 
The National Junior College 

Athletic Association has asked 
Parkland and other member 

schools to designate one vol- 

leyball and one basketball date 
as days to help raise money for 
colleges damaged by Hurricane 
Katrina. 

There are 10 to 12 NJCAA 
member schools that have been 

affected, and the money raised 
will be sent specifically to the 
colleges and the student-activi- 
ties departments. 
Parkland has designated its 

September 27 volleyball game 
as its first game fundraiser. 

Parkland vs. Illinois Central 

College takes place at 6 p.m. in 
the gym. 

All proceeds go to NJCAA 
Katrina Relief Fund. 

Tractor-Trailer Driver 

Training Grand Opening 
set for October 18 
Parkland College will hold 

a grand opening for its Trac- 
tor-Trailer Driver Training 
course on TUesday, October 18, 
at 10 a m. at the Parkland Busi- 
ness Development Center, 1315 
North Mattis Avenue in Cham- 

paign For more information 
about the course, call Hiss Hen- 
derson at 217/351-2235. 

Callers do not have to give 
their names or appear in court. 

Dy-Artn P watches the pressure on the pressure cuff rise, 
while Deb Lewis sits in wait for her procedure of blood 
donation to start. Nicole Simmons/ 

PEJ{CEPT!0M REAUTY 

A recent survey* shows most Parktand students use aicohot onty 
twice a month or !ess and have never used marijuana. 

/f M ^ ̂  
Parkland College Wellness Center 

' 

Based on core survey data collected by the Wellness Center in September 2004, funded by Illinois Higher Ed Center. 



Features 
Experts fear impact of African lizards on waterfowl 

A dead three foot tong Nile Monitor lizard, which had been trapped by the city of Cape 
Coral, Florida. A problem with the carnivorous lizards which have become a nuisance and 
a threat for the citv. KRT Photograph: Roberto Gonzalez/ 

By WES SM!TH 
77te Or/ando Sentme/ 

SANIBEL, Fla. 

'ildlife biologist Kendra Willett 
searched the teeming waters of 

T T Tarpon Bay by boat, catching 
quick glimpses of a stingray, a manatee, 
a diving osprey and a leaping dolphin. 
But it was the creature she couldn't 

find that worried Willett and other offi- 
cials and residents on this posh island 
retreat with a 6,400-acre national wild- 
life refuge. 
The Nile monitor lizard, a cunning 

carnivore of voracious appetite that has 
already put fear in the hearts of many 
in nearby Cape Coral, Fla., has made its 
way across San Carlos Bay to Sanibel, a 
17-square-mile island on Florida's south- 
western coast. 

"We have more than 1,300 waterfowl 
nests on some of our satellite island rook- 

eries, and we already have reports of 
Nile monitor lizards on Pine Island and 

Sanibel," Willett said as she looked for 
signs of the invader last month. "If these 
big lizards establish a breeding popula- 
tion and discover the rookeries as a food 

source, the birds may abandon them. 
" 

This is not a gecko-sized problem. And 
herons, terns and cormorants aren't the 

only species endangered. Nile monitor 
lizards are large, nonnative predators 
capable of wreaking havoc on indige- 
nous wildlife—and people, too. 

"I got a shovel and chased one that 
hissed at me in my yard. When it ran past 
the neighbor's house, it saw his reflection 
in a window and lunged into it so hard I 
thought it would break," said Steve Sebe- 
sta of Cape Coral, where nearly 1,000 Nile 
monitor lizards are thought to be prowl- 
ing despite a 2-year-old eradication pro- 
gram. 
After reported sightings of the lizards 

on Pine Island, which lies between Cape 
Coral and Sanibel, wildlife experts went 
on the alert. And when a Sanibel resident 

photographed a Nile monitor in her back- 
yard, city officials put out a warning to 
the island's more than 6,000 residents. 

Sanibel police Chief Bill Tomlinson said 
traps were being set in the area where 
the Nile monitor was photographed. 
A news release issued by Sanibel City 

Manager Judie Zimomra warned resi- 
dents that the lizards pose "an imminent 
threat." 
"Removal of this dangerous exotic liz- 

ard is a priority to the sustainability of 
our island's environmental health, and 
we are treating it as such," Zimomra 
said. 
At risk are the island's snails, clams, 

crabs, fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mam- 
mals, including domes- 
tic pets. They also might 
pose a threat to human 

babies, the city manager 
said. 
The presence of the 

menacing monitors is 

particularly sensitive 
on Sanibel. The island 
has had a series of alli- 

gator attacks on humans 
in recent years. Offi- 
cials killed eight large 
gators and put a more 
aggressive removal pro- 
gram in place after two 
local residents died and 
two others were injured. 
A state study of the 
island's alligator popula- 
tion is expected to begin 
in October. 
The Nile lizards are not 

as bulky as alligators but 
can grow to lengths of 7 
feet. Though they will 
normally flee humans, 
they can become aggres- 
sive when cornered. 

Cape Coral residents 

have encountered Nile 
monitors raised up on 
their rear legs, slashing 
out with their curved 
claws and whipping at 
them with powertul 

tails. 
This lizard's arsenal also includes a 

powerful bite and a pungent "squiddy 
smell" they emit when threatened, 
according to biologists. 

"I used to like calamari, but now just a 
whiff of it gives me flashbacks to hiding 
in the bush tracking these lizards," said 
Harry Phillips, an environmental techni- 
cian who has helped trap 110 lizards in 

Cape Coral. 
Phillips said that the local Nile moni- 

tors also have exhibited disturbing Juras- 
sic Park-raptor hunting techniques. 
"They've been known to work together 

to distract a bird while one goes up and 

gets the eggs out of the nest," he said. 
These long-necked, forked-tongue 

natives of Africa's Nile River basin have 
been imported and bred as exotic pets in 
the United States. 

Biologists speculate that pet traders or 
owners in the Cape Coral area released 
breeding pairs in the city's southwestern 
neighborhoods where hundreds of miles 
of canals, vacant lots and mangrove 
swamps have provided them a haven. 
"They don't have any natural enemies 

here unless we import some Nile croco- 
diles to prey on them. But they have been 
known to eat each other," Phillips said. 
The Nile monitor lizards pose a consid- 

erable threat to Cape Coral's prized pop- 

ulation of burrowing owls. Some suspect 
that they are also responsible for a sharp 
decline in the number of stray cats in the 
area. 

Two years ago, officials in Cape Coral 
launched an eradication program to elim- 
inate the lizards that "will eat anything 
that moves or smells good—or even that 
smells bad," according to Todd Campbell, 
a University of Tampa biologist who has 
led the city's campaign. 
Campbell said his worst fear has 

been that the lizards, which can stay 
submerged for an hour or more, would 
migrate from Cape Coral's residential 
areas to Sanibel's J.N. "Ding" Darling 
National Wildlife Refuge, which encom- 
passes forests, marshes, and coastal 
islands within Pine Island Sound. 
The eggs of gopher tortoises, another 

prized Snail Island native species, also 
would be threatened by the Nile lizards, 
which eat the eggs and take over the bur- 
rows. The lizards reproduce at a high 
rate, laying as many as 84 eggs at a time. 
They are also highly mobile. They can 
swim long distances and are fleet of foot, 
having been clocked as fast as 18 mph. 

"I encountered a 5-footer on a refuge 
on the East Coast, and it was literally 
leaving us in the dust as it ran down a 
levee," said Bill Thomas Jr., head of the 
Invasive Species Strike Team for the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, who is based 
on Snail Island. 

i\ote to Dtrus, squirrels anu tree trugs: 
Nile monitor lizards can climb, too. 
"People have seen them on their roofs 

and up in trees. The top of a house is just 
a weird-looking cliff to them," said Phil- 
lips, who captured a 4-foot Nile monitor 
in a baited cage recently only to have a 
resident tell him that it wasn't "the big 
one" that has been roaming the neighbor- 
hood. 

Cape Coral's Nile-monitor-lizard exter- 
mination program went through its 

$47,000 in grant funding in its first two 
years, but new funding is being sought. 
More than 350 complaints and sightings 
have come in so far, said Kraig Hankins, 
an environmental biologist with the pub- 
lic-works department. 
Some residents have joined the hunt. A 

veteran alligator trapper lassoed a 6-foot- 
long Nile monitor lizard with an electric 
cOrd and tied it to his dock before calling 
Hankins one day, he said. 
"But my favorite was this lady who 

shot and killed a footlong monitor lizard 
with the BB gun she'd just gotten her 
son for Christmas last year," the biolo- 
gist recalled. "She wanted me to come 
and pick it up before her son got home. It 
seems she'd told him that people should 
never shoot what they weren't going to 
eat." 
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KATRINA 

conf/nued from page 1 

had never been more tired, 
worked so hard, or felt so good 
about anything in my entire 
iife. 
Countless church groups, pri- 

vate organizations, and Amer- 
ican people were all working 
together for a common good. 
We saw dozens of caravans on 

our way down when we stopped 
for gas of food with people from 
all of the country on their way 
to help. There were no denom- 
inational barriers. There were 
no race issues, despite what the 
media would like you to believe. 
What you are seeing on TV is 
exactly what people with polit- 
ical agenda's want you to see. 
There were no political agendas, 
or prideful egos getting in the 
way. There were simply people 
loving people, doing whatever it 
took to help those in need. 

In the midst of total devas- 
tation and despair, it was the 
most beautiful thing I've ever 

seen. I was humbled to be a part 
of it and I am forever changed 
because of it. Unfortunately, it 
seems to be something we only 
see or experience in this coun- 
try when a natural disaster or 
mass tragedy occurs. 
Katrina should serve as an 

example and a wake-up call 
for all Americans to realize 
that Uncle Sam cannot and 
is not going to take care of all 
your needs. If things are ever 
going to start getting better in 
this country, it's going to have 
to start with the people of this 
country. 
We're going to have to start 

taking some responsibility for 
our own welfare and our own 

well-being. We're going to have 
to start caring about each other 
in a big way or we will continue 
to be tom apart by whatever 
storms come our way. 

My final thought and prayer 
is that the people of this coun- 
try have their eyes opened by 
this disaster to the fact that we 
have poverty and homelessness 

everywhere in this country, and 

Bug a Buck - Win a Hog! 
anti eai ior FREE 

YES, EAT FOR FREE! 
Par((fand Studenf/Sfaff Spec/cd; 

Students can buy a duck for onty $4 and 
get a coupon for a FREE persona! pizza 
or $3 off Sub sandwich from Btimpie's! 
Parktand staff and facuity can buy a duck for 
$5 and get the same great coupon! 
Must be redeemed at date of purchase. 

Buy your duck on Mondays and Wednesdays thru 
Oct. 5 from 10:30-1:30 in the Coilege Center. 

GRAND PR!ZE: 
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*AgCfub 
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* Phi fhefa Kappo 
'PubhcSafefy 
* Student Chopper of tfbnots fond 
Surveyors/BuddingConstrucbon 

* Student Government 
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that the efforts to help those 
immediately effected by this 
one natural disaster will con- 
tinue on and make a difference 
in the lives of the rest of the peo- 
ple living in dire circumstances 
here in the U.S. Let this tragedy 
be the start of something bigger 
than us all. Let this be the start 
of not only restoring the people 
of the Gulf Coast, but of restor- 
ing ALL OF THE PEOPLE of 
America. 
The road to recovery is much 

longer than most people realize 
and goes way beyond Katrina. 
It goes to every comer of this 
nation and from what I've seen 
in the last few weeks, it's time 
for all of us to get busy and get 
going. God speed to us all. 

3pea% Otvf/ 
weicomes Letters to the Editor 

The rutes of correspondence: at) tetters must be signed with a 
phone number and address. The Prospectus staff must verify 
the identity of tetter writers. E-mait to the Prospectus must atso 
inctude a full name, phone number and address. Unverifiabte 
tetters witl not be printed. Correspondence may be edited to 
accommodate the space requirements of the paper. Guest 
writers are wetcome and subject to the same rules as other 
correspondence. We wetcome writers from the Parktand com- 
munity and the pubtic.The editor wit) consider originat works 
of fiction and short writings, if space is avaitable. 
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a few more 

HMHS? 
MMtBUn courses start 7 7 at Parkland 

for full credit in just eight weeks. 

Anthropology * Business * Computers * English 
History * Landscaping * IVlath * Physics * Psychology 
Sociology*Speech*Welding*more ,—, 

Check the fall 2005 class schedule 

for a complete course listing, 
and register today. 

B 
Parkland College 

Education pays. 

www.parkland.edu 

ANT 103, HIS 105, 
PSY 207, and SOC 101 

are /MMAe/vn tc/ccoHr$c$. 

Telecourses are 

college credit 
classes on video. 



Katrina 

Top Left: The Ocean Springs Church of Christ turns their 

facilty into a free grocery store for those in need. Donations 
came in from ail over the country and fitted the pews of this 

church with hope for those who had lost everything. 

Top Right: One of the many homes tocated about a half mile 
from the coast. There were actually still traces of this house 
as welt as most of his neighbors houses as welt. 

Left: This is what remained of a Shell gas sation about 150 

miles north of the Gulf Port coast. 

Bottom Left: This home was left standing among the wreckage 
of others almost a mile north from the coast and is typical of 
the homes that remained within a one-mile radius from the 

shoreline. 

Bottom Right: Cases of bottled water filled the parking lot 
of the Ocean Springs Church of Christ. It was reported that 
the Cook County Sheriff's department was the first group to 
arrive with an entire truckload of bottled water for the people 
of Ocean Springs. 

Matthew Skaj for the 
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Purpose of ADA 
is four fold 

By E. CLARKSON 
Prospectus Staff Water 

In 1990, a federal civil rights 
law was instated that protects 
Americans with disabilities 

from discrimination in all are- 
nas of daily life that relate to 
public access. 
The Americans with Disabil- 

ities Act (ADA) guarantees 
this large and ever-increas- 

ing demographic of individu- 
als have equal legal protection 
against discrimination as is pro- 
vided to individuals on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, 
sex, sexual orientation, and reli- 
gion. Disabilities include both 
physical and mental, and dis- 

crimination may be either overt 
or covert. 

The purpose of the ADA is 
four fold, and works as an act to: 
1) establish a clear and compre- 
hensive prohibition of discrimi- 
nation on the basis of disability, 
2) to provide clear, strong, con- 
sistent, and enforceable stan- 

dards, 3) ensure the Federal 
Government plays a central role 
in enforcing these standards, 4) 
involve sweep of Congressional 
authority in order to address 

the major areas discrimination 
faced day-to-day by people with 
disabilities. 
These areas include, but are 

not limited to employment, 
public transportation, building 
guidelines, education, health 

care, labor, housing, parks and 
recreational facilities. 
Enforcement is required in 

the employment practices, pro- 
grams, services and activities of 
state and local governments as 
well as in the private business, 
nonprofit services, and public 
accommodations made by com- 
mercial facilities. 
This summer marked the fif- 

teen year anniversary of the 
ADA and its subsequent efforts 
are visible everywhere. I have 
been affected by the ADA, as 
my mother is a Certified Inter- 

preter for the Deaf. 
MTD complies with the ADA 

by allowing their buses to lower 
and rise, along with a ramp to 
assist passengers in boarding. 
Make sure to notice which way 
the bathroom doors open and 

close, you can be sure that if it is 
in a public space, the door width 
and direction it opens complies 
as well. We all benefit from the 

ADA, in helping create a stan- 
dard of equality for everyone 
that was once only available to 
certain individuals. 

By Jessica Blank 
and Erik jensen gg.S g 
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The Right Choice For Your Future 

Is your dream to become a doctor, to study in beautiful surroundings, with a world-renowned 

facutty and state of the art facilities - what more could you want in a professional education? 

Logan College students receive ail this and more! If you are ready to accept the challenge ^ 
of graduate professional study in science, physiotherapy, nutrition, radiology, clinical y ̂  
sciences, chiropractic techniques and extensive clinical rotations, then 

Logan College of Chiropractic gives you the skills to help patients 
get well through non-invasive healthcare while preparing you to earn 
a substantial income commensurate with your position as a 
Doctor of Chiropractic. Most DC's work in a private practice setting, 
providing time for family and other important quality of life priorities. 

Contact Logan College at 1-800-533-9210 or at loganadm@logan.edu 
to receive an information packet describing the world's fastest growing 
healthcare profession. You can also visit our website at www.iogan.edu. 

T (1 (11A 1 -800-533-9210 
www.togan.edu 

Coiicse of(Jiin)practic toganadm@togan.edu 
1851 SchoetMer Rd, Chesterfield (St. Louis area). MO 63017 



JRarMand athtete Mafaiie Dixon 

hooored as Athtete of the Week 

By JAKE MCGRtFF 

Prospectus Staff Wn'fer 

This past week women's soc- 
cer player Natalie Dixon was 
named Parkland Athlete of the 
Week. 

I spoke with Natalie about 
this honor, and she said, "I was 
surprised when I saw that I got 
athlete of the week, I was really 
excited though." 
Coach Adam Jenkins was not 

surprised when Natalie was 

named athlete of the week, and 
he told me this of Natalie "Hav- 

ing a player on your team that 
creates and finishes so many 

scoring opportunities helps 
everyone be more affective." 
Natalie is only one player on the 
lady Cobra team who stand 4-2 
overall and 3-1 in the Mid-West 
Athletic Conference. 

Natalie said of her fellow 

Cobra's, "I owe it all to my team- 
mates because they are awe- 
some!" Coach Jenkins himself 

stated, "I have no problem with 
Natalie getting all the media 

attention, but she would be the 
first to acknowledge the quality 
of her teammates." 
The lady Cobras are playing 

very well thus far this season. 
Natalie said this on the upcom- 
ing games and season as a whole, 
"We (lady Cobras) still have a lot 
to work on as a team, but we 
have lots of talent, especially 
with the new girls." 

Natalie most definitely 
earned her award by scoring 11 
goals and assisting seven times 
throughout the Cobras first four 
games. 
Not to look to far ahead but 

the women's team hopes to do 
very well this season and when 
I asked Natalie about post-sea- 

son she really did not want to 
talk about it, but added "Every- 
thing that we lacked last year 
I think we have this year, so it 
should be a good season, I hope 
to go far!" 

I myself am excited for Nat- 
alie because I grew up playing 
soccer with her. I'm proud to 
say that I played soccer with a 
great Parkland soccer player. 

In conclusion, I asked Nata- 
lie what soccer has done for her 
and she stated "Playing soccer 
has made a huge impact on me; 
I have made some of my best 
friends through soccer, so it 
means everything to me." 
The lady Cobra soccer team 

has a very good team this sea- 
son and they would love for as 
much support as they can get, 
so if you aren't busy some day 
stop by and watch them play, it 
is very impressive! 

Day & Night Shifts Avaiiabie 
* Weekiy paychecks, 3 & 6 month raises 
*12 hour shifts 
* No experience necessary 
* Se habia Espanoi 

Cat) 1-800-969-1519, ext PLD-S56 

or app)y oniine: 

www.sm.peopiescout.com 
Media Code: PLD Job Code: S56 

management 

Cobras will in overtime 
By ER)K PHEtFER 

Prospectus Sta^ Writer 

The Parkland College men's 
soccer team came from behind 
to defeat Lewis and Clark Col- 

lege in overtime by a score of 4- 
3 in a game played at Parkland 
College on September 26th. The 
Cobras trailed on three differ- 

ent occasions but would not give 
up. 
"We weren't willing to lose," 

said Parkland's head coach Sea- 
mus Reilly. He added that this 
was a "huge win" for his team. 
The win improves the Cobras 
overall record to M. 
The game started with a slow 

pace as neither team had a shot 
on goal for the first 15 minutes 
of the match. Then, in the 16th 
minute of the match Lewis and 
Clark finally came up with that 
elusive first shot on goal and 
found the back of the net with 
it. 
Parkland nearly tied the 

game in the 18th as a shot nearly 
missed the post after a mistake 

by the Lewis and Clark defense. 
However, Parkland did tie the 
score when Matthew Patterson 
made a great pass to Emerson 
Duo who beat the goalie in a one 
on one situation. 
Lewis and Clark almost got 

the goal back five minutes later 
when a cross was headed on 

goal, but Parkland goalie, Ben 
Wonser, was in perfect position 
to make the save. 
The rest of the half saw a cou- 

ple of near misses for Lewis 
and Clark, but the score would 
remain tied at 1-1 heading into 
halftime. 
The second half had a dis- 

tinctly different look to it as 
each team created many more 

scoring chances than in the first 
half. Lewis and Clark struck first 

by scoring a goal in the open- 
ing minutes of the half. Park- 
land answered back eight min- 
utes later when Billy Shurr tied 
the game. Lewis and Clark took 
their third lead of the match in 
the 69th minute after scoring on 
a rebound. 
The Cobras then again fought 

back to tie the match at 3-3 when 

Ryan Blacker caught the goalie 
off guard and scored from over 
40 yards out. 
Parkland then pushed for 

the winner over the final ten 
minutes of the match, and it 

appeared they had it in the last 
minute of the match when the 
Cobras scored on a free kick. 

However, the goal was disal- 
lowed because it was an indirect 
free kick. This means someone 
other than just the player tak- 
ing the free kick most touch the 
ball before it goes into the goal 
for it to count, which the referee 
ruled did not happen. 
Therefore, regulation time 

ended with the teams being 
deadlocked at three sending the 
game to sudden death overtime. 
Overtime didn't last long as 

it only took four minutes for 
Grant Brewer to score the game 
winner capping off a thrilling 4- 
3 come from behind victory for 
the Cobras. 

It was "amazing ... it was the 
goal I've been waiting for", said 
Brewer when asked about the 

goal after the game. 
Redly said he was happy, as 

always, to get the win but con- 
ceding three goals is something 
that he was concerned with. 
His concern is well placed 

considering the Cobras take 
the field again on the 28th when 
they play host to Illinois Central 
College, a team that defeated 
Lewis and Clark 5-1 less than 
two weeks ago. 

Cobras dominate in tourney 
me FarKiand volley Dali team 

got back to their winning ways 
over the weekend going 5-0 at 
the Regional 24 Crossover Tour- 
nament in East Peoria. 
The Crossover takes place 

in a North-South format with 
Parkland taking on teams from 
the western and southern part 
of the region. 
On Friday, Parkland started 

play with a 30-9,37-30,15-6 win 
over John Wood before defeat- 

ing Rend Lake by the identical 
scores of 30-27. 

Saturday, the Cobras were led 
by Brooklyn Robbins 81 assists 

to wm three more matches. 

Robbins had 24 assists in a 

30-10, 30-20 win over Shaw- 
nee. Nicole Kupish had 10 kills, 
Sadie Dizney added 6 blocks, 
and Kristine Anderson had 19 

digs. 
In the afternoon, Robbins 

talhed 34 assists in Parkland's 

28-30, 30-21, 15-10 win over #9 
ranked Lincoln Land. Christy 
Bushur led PC with 20 kills. In 
the final match of the day, Park- 
land knocked off John A. Logan 
30-24 and 30-20. Ashley Miller 
had 3 blocks and Anderson had 
15 digs for Parkland. 
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"t'm tooking for a woman with brains." 

JYiSt ... What do yon think of the relief e^brtsjbr Hurricane Katrina? 

Jenny 

Wei! worth 

the effort. 

Everyone 
should as 
much help as 
they can. 

Robert 

Seems tike the 
nations have 

putted together. 
In the beginning 
it was slow, but 
it seems that 

everyone is 

putting. 
Sherd 

Stow start.... 

Though rtow 
it seems to be 

progressing but 
there stilt needs to 

be more. 

Tony 

Pretty good, 
mitlions of money 
are going toward 
the efforts. 

Everyone is 
helping out and 
doing everything 
they can. Even 
those who don't 
have much to 

offer are giving. 
It's great. 

Nicote Simmons/Prospectus 
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A Cottage Girt Warned Joe 
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by Aaron Warner 
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Crossword 
1 Euphemistic 
oath 

5 Kind of melon or 
ox 

9 Move upward 
14 Rocker Billy 
15 Wight or Skye 
16 Typefaces 
17 Mediocre 
18 Light gas 
19 Greek tetters 
20 _of habit 
22 Organic 

compound 
23 Sonnet stanzas 
24 Cinderella's 

destination 
25 Before, before 
26 Weeder for 

pleasure 
30 Contrasting 

strips 
33 Mall happening 
34 Sound quality 
35 Mythical bird 
36 Component 
39 QB's quest 
40 Seth's son 
42Madeahoiein 

one 

43 Wrench 
45 Downward 

passages 
47 Expression of 

distaste 
48 Places of refuge 
49 Software 

combos 
53 Sacristy 
56 At an indefinite 

moment 
57 Muse of poetry 
58 Rickies remark 
59 Tel __-Jaffa 
60 Canadian or 

Merrimack 
61 MP's quarry 
62 Heap 
63 Pub purchases 
64 Frank or Jackson 
65 Idyllic place 

DOWN 
1 Harrow parts 
2 Love deeply 
3 Snouts 
4 Rubbed it in 

5Tiny 
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6 PC operators 
7 Blackthorn 
8 Howard or 
Norton 

9 Away from home 
10 Small tuber 
11 Serious about 
12 Musial or Laurel 
13 Latin being 
21 To the point 
22 Carpenter or 

Black 
24 Bundled, as hay 
26 Set sixths 
27 Observe with 

care 

28 Closes out 
29 Take a short 

break 
30 Engendered 
31 First-class 
32 Sgt. and cpI. 
33 Splinter groups 
37 Long and lean 
38 Strong string 
41 Spread 
44 Bureaucratic 

obstructions 

Sotutions 

46 Mistakes 
47 Footbalt 

miscue 
49 Nonmetatlic 

element 
50 Enraged 
51 Writer Zola 

52 Magnificent 
number? 

53 Action word 
54 Buffalo's lake 
55 PC command 
56 Cut, as logs 
58 Call for ewe 

HHeip Wanted 

iiiinois 
FOP Fundraising Center 

Perfect opportunity for students 
and individuals tooking for FT/ 
PI employment. Earn $9 hr. (af- 
ter paid training). Year Round. 
1-800-809-8775. 

HHetp Wanted 
Teiephone Operator needed for 

Friday and Saturday overnight. 
Pay differential applies. Must 
have 45+ WPM typing, pro- 
fessional attitude and be very 
reliable. No phone calls please. 
Send resume or email to terry@ 
champaigntelephone.com or 
apply in person at Champaign 
Telephone, 1300 S. Neil, Cham- 
paign, 61820. 

H Services 

Your wedding or speciai event 
taken with high resolution 
digital cameras. Call 217-531- 
8907 for prices and further in- 
formation. No answer? Leave 

message. 
f#rv 

The PorMond Chonne^ 

Un/vers/fy Commons Aparfmenfs 
Home of ffie 

Por^/ond AfP/e^es^ 

NO DEPOSIT! 

CALL 
NOW! 

337-1800 
Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm 
$AT-10am-4pm 

Prices j) 
Starting at 

$365 

FREE Trash Vatet 

FREE Parking 
FREE Ethernet and Cabte w/HBO 
Heated poo) and Hot tub 
Tennis, Basketba!! and 

Votteybat) courts 
Ctose to campus 
Bus service avaitabte 

Washer & Dryer in each Apt. 
tndividuat teases 

FREE Roommate matching service 
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inFocus 
Despite extensive damage, Rita's death toll remains low 
By TU-UYEN TRAN, B!LL HANNA 

AND MARTfN MERZER 

kn/g/it R/dder /Newspapers 

ABBEVILLE, La. 

Rescue and repair—and 
relief—were the orders of the 

day Sunday as crews searched 
by boat and helicopter for peo- 
ple who were trapped in splin- 
tered coastal communities 
while Hurricane Rita's human 
toll remained remarkably low. 
Hundreds were rescued in 

Louisiana's low-lying, thor- 

oughly devastated Vermilion 
Parish alone. 

"Everything is just obliter- 

ated," Louisiana Gov. Kathleen 
Blanco said after a helicop- 
ter tour of fishing and vaca- 

tion communities shattered by 
Rita's 120-mph wind and 15-foot 
storm surge. 
Thanks largely to the evacu- 

ation of nearly 3 million people 
and in contrast to the ghastly 
toll of Hurricane Katrina, only 
two deaths were directly attrib- 
uted to Rita. 

Twenty-four people also died 
when a bus carrying them 
inland caught fire Friday, how- 

ever, and some people still were 
missing in the marshy Louisi- 
ana lowlands. 
"As bad as it could have been, 

we came out of this in pretty 
good shape," Texas Gov. Rick 
Perry said. 
Ikying to avoid a post-storm 

tragedy, President Bushpleaded 
with evacuees to remain where 

they were until roads were clear, 
gasoline was available, power 
was restored and medical ser- 
vices were in place. 

"I know a lot of people want 
to get back home," Bush said. 

"It's important that there be an 
orderly process. It's important 
there be an assessment done of 
infrastructure." 
He also said he'd been con- 

sidering a plan under which 
the Defense Department would 
control comprehensive rescue 
and relief efforts after natural 
disasters or terrorist attacks "of 
a certain size." 
Texas officials added their 

voices to the chorus of pleas and 
stationed police officers at stra- 
tegic checkpoints along Inter- 
state 10 to prevent evacuees 

yearning to return home from 
even getting on the highway. 
Other roads were blocked or 

Damage report 
Assessment of damage from Hurricane Rita, as of 4 
p.m. Sunday, as officials reach affected areas: 

Beaumont: At least 
12 persons injured; 
buildings damaged; 
no major flooding 

Port Arthur. 

Widespread wind 
damage; fiooding; at 
least two refineries 

^ 
Southwestern La- 

Widespread fiooding: 
officials searching for 
about 1,000 people 
who did not 

Houston: Evacuees urged to 
return in shifts: aiports open; 
iow water levet in port may 
detay reopening 

Galveston: City, county 
under dawn-to-dusk 
curfew, state of 

emergency; two 
historic homes burned, * 

four people hurt 

Lake Charles: Airport, 
water plant damaged; 
downtown, Harrah's 
casino flooded; 
damage to refineries 
still to be assessed 

New Orleans: Fresh 

flooding from 
breeches on 

patched levees is 
now almost under 
control 

About 
ahead 

a Gu!f Coast 
« Power 

Texas Louisiana 

1.1 million 400,000+ 

« General assessment 

Wind, water damage to homes, other buildings; 
trees down; phone lines out; roads blocked 

Gu!f of Mexico 150 km 

150 mites 

<3 2005 KRT 

narrowed by storm debris, but 
most traffic flowed smoothly. 

"Stay where you are," Hous- 
ton Mayor Bill White said. 
The metropolitan area usu- 

——_- - 

A man makes his way atong a street with power tines downed by Hurrican Rita in Port 
Arthur, Texas, on Sunday, September 25, 2005. 

Photo by Cheryl Diaz/Da//as Morn/ng News 

ally is home to more than 5 mil- 
lion people. It showed signs of 
returning to normal Sunday, 
but remained afflicted by power 
outages. 
"This is still a dangerous place 

here," White said. 
The Lone Star State sur- 

vived Rita in pretty good shape, 
though there were exceptions, 
especially for those in extreme 
eastern Texas and downstream 
of the Livingston Dam, which 
was overburdened by water and 
damaged by the storm. 
Hundreds of homes along the 

Trinity River were destined to 
be Hooded this week as officials 
ordered wide-scale evacuations 
and an unprecedented release 
of water from Lake Livingston. 
Louisiana again endured the 

worst of it, in remote coastal 
regions and in star-crossed New 
Orleans, where Rita-generated 
floods began receding. 
The Army Corps of Engineers 

hoped to pump out the city's 
Hoodwaters within a week, and 
some residents might return to 
dry neighborhoods Monday. 
Forty percent of the city's 

pumping stations were back 
in operation, and 50 portable 
pumps were moved in, but 4 feet 
of water still stood in the Lower 
Ninth Ward and 7 feet plagued 
Plaquemines Parish, southeast 
of New Orleans. 

Along the coast, more calls 
for help arrived from Vermil- 
ion Parish and Cameron Parish, 
where homes simply vanished, 

with only their concrete slabs 
remaining. 
More than 1,000 people were 

rescued from Vermilion Parish 

during the weekend, authorities 
said, and others were plucked to 
safety in other western Louisi- 
ana parishes. 
"You can't tell where the Gulf 
(of Mexico) starts and ends," 
Blanco said. "There's water as 
far as the eye can see." 

Inland, the town of Lake 
Charles lost every major elec- 
trical transmission line, and 

power may not be fully restored 
for weeks, said Norman Bour- 
deau, the operations manager 
for the Calcasieu Parish office 
of emergency preparedness. 
Drinking water won't be avail- 

able for two days or more, and 
the town was closed to return- 

ing citizens for at least that long. 
The 18,000 people who remained 
in the city were under a 6 p.m. to 
6 a.m. curfew. 

Rita's rainy remnants swept 
through the Mississippi River 
valley Sunday, provoking Hash- 
hood alerts in seven states. 

Forecasters said the system 
moved faster than expected and 
that the threat of catastrophic 
inland Hooding had diminished. 
That showed the difference 

a single day can make in the 
impact of a tropical weather 
system. 

@ 2005, Knight Ridder/7hbune 
information Services 
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