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SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 
FIRST MORNING OF MONTH. 

"In this will I be Oonfldent.•• 
"The et,ernal God is thy refuge, and underneath 

arc the everlasting arms." Deut. 33: 27. 

THE floods may be deep, but the 
everlasting arms are deeper still. 
The infinite necessities of man are 
surpassed by the infinite help and 
succor and comforts of God. When 
He givPs, it is '' exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we can ask or 
think." 

EVENING. 
"JesU8 Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and 

for ever." Heb. 13 : 8. 

SrncE I left friends and kindred 
and home, strange vicissitudes have 
befallen me ; but here is one Friend 
who changeth not. Blessed Jesus, 
thou art infinite, immutable. Of 
every thing else it may be said, 
'' They shall perish," but "THou re-
mainest." 



6 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

SECON:::> MORNING. 
"1._ thlA will I be Confident." 

'' We have no might against this great company 
that cometh against us, neither know we what 
to do: but our eyes are upon thee." 2 Chron. 
20 :12. 

1'HE enemy may be like grasshop-
pers for multitude, but a breath from 
the Almighty is able to scatter them 
like chaff before the whirlwind. Give 
us help from trouble, Lord; for vain 
is the help of man. "The battle is 
not ours, but God's. 

EVENING. 
" Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserre 

them alive; and let thy widows trust in me." 
Jer. 49 :11. 

"THE Lord will provide." He will 
be a Father to the fatherless, and a 
Husband to the widow. He is a 
wise provider, a kind provider, a rich 
provider. With Him as their friend 
and portion, they need no other. 



SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 7 
THIRD MORNING. 

"In thh will I be Oon:lldent." 

"Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, thathemightbringusunto God." 
1 Pet. 3 :18 . 

.AND shall I murmur'? I, a poor 
sinner deserving nothing but wrath, 
justly suffering, when he, the inno,, 
cent Lamb of God, murmured not? 
But for the pains of that sinless, 
spotless victim, my pains must have 
been for ever. 

EVENING. 
"I will not fail thee, not forsake thee: be strong, 

and of a good courage." Josh. 1 :5, 6. 

WHAT an argument for boldness in 
the day of suffering, or in the hour 
of conflict. " God jg for me ; who 
can be against me?" "Through God 
we shall do valiantly." "Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him." 



8 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

FOURTH MORNING. 
"In thls will I be Oonftdent." 

"Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwell-
eth righteousness." 2 Pet. 3 :13. 

BLESSED hope 1 beyo~d this sin-
stricken I woe-worn world, there is a 
heaven of "righteousness." It is 
secured to me by the promise of a 
God that cannot lie. Am I "look• 
ing " for it-am I ready for it ? 

EVENING. 
"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac-

ceptation, that Christ Jesus carne into the world 
to save sinners." 1 Tim. 1 :15. 

Tms brief verse preaches to me a 
whole gospel. Jesus, a Saviour for 
tile ch.ief of sinners. Resting my wea-
ry soul on such a golden saying, I 
am resigned to suffer-I am prepar• 
ed to die. 





10 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

SIXTH MORNING. 
H Jn tlda will I be Oonldent." 

"The children of Judah prevailed, becauAe the1 
relied upon the Lord God of their fathers." 
2 Chron. 13 : 18. 

LET this be my confidence in the 
hour of battle, I rely on "my fathers' 
God." "Our fathers trusted in thee, 
0 God ; they trusted, and thou didst 
deliver them." " This God shall be 
our God for ever and ever." 

EVENING. 
"The prayer of faith will save the sick." James 

5 :15. 
AM I now laid on a sick-bed? the 

prayer of faith is still omnipotent to 
save me. If it be thy will, 0 God, 
let not this sickness be " unto death." 
N everthelcss, " not my will, but thine 
be done." I put my case in the hands 
of the great Physician, and leave it 
there. 



SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 11 

SEVENTH MORNING. 
"In this will I be Oonfldent." 

" Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he 
laid down his life for us." 1 John 3 :16. 

WHAT a love was this ! I may be 
called in battle to lay down my life 
in fighting for my fri£nds. He laid 
down his life in fighting for his e:n,P,-
mies. After such a pledge of his 
love, I may well trust his faithful-
ness. in all that befalls me. 

EVENING. 
"And he being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up 

steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of 
God." Acts 7 :55. 

BLESSED J Esus, let me be living 
by faith on thee now, that should I 
be hurried into "sudden death," I 
may also behold thee waiting to wel-
come m0 to thy kingdom ; and be 
ready, like thy servant, to "fall 
asleep." 



12 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOI{. 

EIGHTH MORNING. 
"In this will I be Confident." 

"He will swallow up death in victory." Isa. 
25 :8. 

BLESSED consummation I The worst 
evil I can fear is dca th ; and yet if I 
be a true believer-a subject of grace 
and an heir of glory, the hour of death 
is changed into the hour of victory. 
"Thanks be to God, who giveth me 
the victory throug·h the Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

EVENING. 
"The Lord will give strength unto his people; 

the Lord will bless his people with peace." 
Psa. 29:11. 

"STRENGTII" and "peace "-the two 
things I most need : streri.gtli to bear 
and to suffer ; peae,e in the mid~t of 
much to cause uneasiness and pain. 
God promise8 both ; He gives g-race 
equal to the hour of trial. " As thy 
day is, so shall thy strength be." 



SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 13 

NINTH MORNING. 
"In thlll will I be Oontldent." 

"I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire 
to depart and to be with Christ; which is far 
better." Phil. 1 : 23. 

BETTER indeed I if so the will of 
God be. Away from sorrow, suffer-
ing, sin. I desire to have no trust 
in a dying hour, but in a dying, 
ever-living S.aviour. · Christ, and 
Christ only, is in me "the hope of 
glory." 

EVENING. 
"As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, 

so the Lord is round about bis people from 
henceforth, even for ever." Psa. 125 :2. 

WHAT are the most impregnable 
of earth's bulwarks in comparison 
with the security of the everlasting 
covenant ; and my security, if I am 
indeed a believer in Jesus ? 



14 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

TENTH MORNING. 
"In thh wfil I be Contldent." 

"I know their sorrows." Exod. 3: 7. 

JEsus speaks here. He knows my 
sorrows, for he has felt them. Am 1 
now suffering pain, bowed down with 
bodily weakness, or harassed with 
anticipated trial ? let me think of Him 
who with tender sensitiveness can 
enter and does enter into every pang 
that rends the heart. 

EVENING. 
" I know whom I have believed, and am persuad-

ed that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto hi.ID against that day." 2 Tin). 
1 :12. 

WHAT a glorious creed! My soul, 
is it thine? Truly I need not dread 
"battle, or murder, or sudden death," 
if I have such a helmet as this, "tlM 
hope of salvation." 



SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 15 

ELEVENTH MORNING. 
"In thk will I be Confident." 

" The Lord thy God walketh in the midst of thy 
camp to deliver thee, and to give up thine ene-
mies before thee." Deut. 23 :14. 

WHAT a Sentinel is here 1 The pil-
lar-cloud of Jehovah's presence with 
me by day, the pillar of fire by night. 
The thoug·ht may well soothe me in 
pain, animate me in dnty, and prepare 
me for trial. " God is in the midst of 
her, she shall not be moved : God shall 
help her, and that right early." 

EVENING. 
" Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 

out." John 6 :37. 
HE might long ere now have cast 

me off for ever. How wondrous His 
patience I ..A. poor worthless cum-
berer spared. At this hour the golden 
gates of mercy are still open-God 
is waiting to be gracious. 



16 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

TWELFTH MORNING. 
"In this will I be Confident," 

'0 my Father, if this cup may not pass away 
from me except I drink it, thy will be done." 
Matt. 26 : 42. 

EvERY cup is put into our hands 
by God. He has some gracious end 
in mingling it. How soothiug to 
cherish the Saviour's spirit of meek 
submission. He is "my I.lather." That 
word may well lull every misgiving 
and fear. 

EVENING. 
11 Blessed is be whose transgression is forgiven, 

whose sin is covered." Psa. 32: 1. 

Do I know this blessedness? Have 
I fled to the Lord Jesus as my only 
Saviour? Do I feel that all the trans-
gressions of my past life are in Him 
freely forgiven ? What a sustaining 
hope is this for a living- what a 
smooth pillow for a dying hour. 
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SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 17 

THIRTEENTH MORNING. 
•• In this will I be OonJldent." 

" The Lord reigneth." Psa. 97 : 1. 

SUBLIME thought I The reins of 
universal government in God's hand. 
All that befalls me decreed by Him. 
"Man proposetb, but God disposeth." 
"Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
<lo right?" 

EVENING. 
'' I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh on 

me." Psa. 11 :17. 

MANY distant and beloved relations 
and friends are now " thinking on 
me ;" the reflection cheers and re-
vives my spirit. A mightier than 
human friend is doing the same. An 
eye in heaven is watching me, and a 
heart in heaven is feeling for me. 
"The LORD is very pitiful, and of ten-
der mercy." 

2 



18 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

FOUR~:H MORNING. 
" & tllb 1rlll I be 

"All the patba of the Lord are mercy and trutb 
unto such as keep bis covenant and bis testimo-
nies." Psa. 26 : 10. 

IT may not dem so: at presen~ 
mine may be a :path of perplexity 
and pain, toil alla wea.rin~ss ; but 
God has some wise end in all his 
leadings. He will guide me by a 
right way. Let me trust him if I 
cannot trace him. 

EVENING. 
"Thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong 

· tower from the enemy." Psa. 61 : 3. 

THER1l is no greater argument for 
trusting in God for the future, than 
remembering his kindness and faith-
fulness in the past. ·' Thou hast been 
my help; leave me not, neither for-
sake me, 0 God of my salvation." 
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SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 19 

FIFTEENTH MORNING. 
"In this will I be Confident." 

"And God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain; for the former things are passed 
away." Rev. 21 :4. 
HAPPY prospect I when I shall for-

get my present aching hours, this 
racked body and wearied spirit, and 
be ushered into the bright sunshine of 
a tearless, painless, sorrowless world. 
"Oh that I had wings like a dove; 
for then would I fly away, and be at 
rest." 

EVENING. 
"In my Father's house are many mansions." 

John 14 :2. 
THE home of earth I may never 

see again ; the music of earthly home-
voices may never again greet my 
ears ; but I have a Father's home 
in heaven, where suffering and sin 
shall never more be either folt or fear-
ed. Lord, teach me, as a piigrirn her£' 
to "desire" this "better country." 



20 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

SIXTEENTH MORNING. 
"Ia t1da wfil I lte 

" We may boldly say, The Lord i8 my helper, and 
I will not fear wllat man sbalt do unto me.·• 
Heb.13 :6. 

WHAT a glorious motto in a time 
of trouble ! The power of man is 
finite ; it can go no further than 
Omnipotence permits. Bot the r~ 
sources of God are infinite: "What 
"time I am afraid I will trust in thee." 

EVENING. 
"The shields of the earth belong unto God." 

Pea. 47 :9. 

I ADORE thy sovereignty, 0 thou 
Governor among the nations. Kings 
and princes and monarchs are in thy 
hand. What a comfort to feel assur-
ed that no enemy is allowed to go 
further than thou permittest. "The 
Lord sitteth upon the flood ; yea, the 
Lord sitteth King for ever." 



SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 21 

SEVENTEENTH MORNING. 
"In this will I be Oontldent." 

d "Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you." Jas. 4 :8. 

"\V HAT an encouragement to the 
faint and weary soul, when home is 
distant, friends absent, foes around, 
heart and flesh failing, that the Friend 
of all friends is ever near l " I will 
call upon the Lord, who is worthy 

,, to be praised. So shall I be save<l 
from mine enemies." 

EVENING. 
" Thou which bast showed me great and sore 

troubles shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring 
11 me up again from the depths of the earth." 

Psa. 71 :20. s 
I SHALL rest in this gracious assur-

ance. I may have been recently 
brought to the brink of destruction ; 
"verily a step between me and death." 
But I am sti II spared a miracle of 
mercy. Lord, make me also a mira,. 
cle of grace. • 
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SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 23 

NINETEENTH MORNING. 
"In thlll will I be Confident." 

" With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the 
Lord our God, to help us, and to fight our bat-

- tles." 2 Chron. 32 :8. 

WHAT a comfort, the assurance that 
there is a God" judging righteously," 
who "girdeth us with strength unto 
the battle." Let others boast in their 
" arm of flesh," " but we will remem-
ber the name of the Lord our God." 

EVENING. 
" Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?' 1 

Rom. 8 :35. 

NOTHING will; nothing can. I may 
be separated from friends, comrades, 
home, all I most love on earth, but 
thou, 0 blessed Redeemer, art always 
at my side. Even if death should over• 
take me, it cannot sever from tltee. 
Thine is a love strong as death, sur-
viving death, enduring as eternity. 



H SOLDI:ER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

TWENTIETH MORNING. 
"In tllli will I be Contldent," 

" The name of the Lord is a strong tower, the 
righteous runneth into it, and is safe." Prov. 
18 :IO. 

EVERY attribute of His nature is a 
strong bulwark in this tower. Ever-
lasting Love, Power, Wisdom, Truth, 
Faithfulness. " Thou wilt keep him, 
0 God, in perfect peace whose mind 
is sta.yed on thee." 

EVENING. 
' cc Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wiU 

revive me." J>sa. 138 :7. 

MAY such, Lord, be my experience. 
I am walking in the midst of trouble: 
without are fightings, within arc 
fears. "Wilt thou not revive me?" 
" It is better to trust in the Lord 
than to put confidence in man." 



SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 25 

TWENTY-FIRST MORNING. 
•• In tl118 will I be Ood4ent." 

"I am he that liveth, and was dead ; and behold, 
I am a· e for evermore, Amen; and have the 
keys of hell and of death." R~v. 1 :18. 

THE keys of the grave and death 
arc in the hands of Him who died for 
me, who lives for me, who pkads for 
me, and if I a~ suffering, who feels 
for me. With such an assurance, 
whether life or death be in my cup, 
all must be well. 

EVENING. 
"Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Is-

rael: I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy 
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel." Isa. 41 :14. 

"\V HAT a comforting promise I 
"Worm," · man in his weakness. 
"Jacob," the believer strong in his 
covenant security. "Fear not." 
Why ? I am Jehovah,. I am thy Re-
deemer. I am a holy God. I am the 
God of Israel, and as such "l will help 
thee." 
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SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 27 

TWENTY-THIRD MORNING.' 
"In thl• will I be Oontldent." 

" He hath tom, and be will heal us ; he bath 
smitten, and be will bind us up." Hos. 6 :1. 

vV HAT a comfort to see no other 
hand but thine, 0 God, in all that 
befalls me. Men may speak of "the 
bow being drawn at a venture," but 
the arrow's path was marked out by 
thee. I adore thy sovereignty. I re- , 
joice in thy mercy. THou hast torn, 
THOU hast smitten : THOU canst heat, 
THOU canst bind. 

EVENING. 
"Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried ow 

sorrows." Isa. 53 : 4. 

AM I now a great sufferer? What, 
after all, am I enduring? Only a few 
ripples in the tide of woe. Whereas 
my Saviour has borne, and borne for 
me, all the waves and billows of wrath. 
In comparison with his, mine surely 
are "light aiflictions." 



28 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

TWENTY-FOURTH MORNING. 
"In thle will I be Oonaaent." 

"The Lord is good, a strong-hold in the day of 
trouble ; and he knoweth them that trust in 
him." Nahum 1: 7. 

Goo is good, God is str<mg, God is 
mindful. What a blessed threefold 
link in the chain of divine comfort. 
It is in the day of trouble he delights 
more especially to manifest his good-
ness. As an earthly father loves his 
child most in its hour of sickness and 
pain, so with my Father in heaven, 
" He knows my soul in adversitie.s." 

EVENING. 
"Yet a little while, and he that shall come will 

come, and will not tarry." Heb. 10 :37. 

"A LITl'LE while," and then sorrow, 
suffering, tears, death, sin, will be 
known no more. Let me compose 
myself to sleep, or rest my aching 
head on its pillow, with the joyous 
thought, "Soon to be with Christ, 
and that for ever and ever." 



SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 29 

TWENTY-FIFTH MORNING. 
"In tldll will I he Conldent." 

" And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a 
name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.'' 
Rev.19 :16. 
ALL the plans, purposes, designs of 

the monarchs of the earth are under 
the control of this King of kings. 
He is using them as instruments for 
the promotion of his .own cause and 
glory. Christ holds the "seven stars 
in his right hand." He is King of 
his church. He is King of nations. 

EVENING. 
0 The Lord Is nigh unto them that call upon him, 

t.o all that call upon bim in truth." Psa. 34 : 18. 
PRAYER has lost none of its efficacy. 

When other help and hope is gone, 
when the enemy is coming in like a 
flood, how co~orting to think that 
"the Lord on high is mightier than 
the noise of many waters." This is 
his own recorded promise, "Call upon 
me in the day of trouble, I will deliv-
er thee, and thou 1:1halt glorify me." 



! -
30 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

TWENTY-SIXTH MORNING. 
"In thh will I be Oonftclent." 

"If we confess our sins, be is faithful and just to 
forgiv-e us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.'' 1 John 1 :9. 

Do I feel my sins the sorest of my 
wounds, the bitterest of my trials ? 
My God is waiting to forgive and 
forget them all. He is f aitltful to do 
so ; he is just to do so. He is as able 
as he is willing, and as willing as he 
is able to save. 

EVENING. 
" He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the 

eartl'I..,, Psa. 46 : 9. 

rrHou, Lord, alone canst stem the 
tide of passion, sheathe the sword of 
war, and make the wrath of man to 
praise thee. Oh hasten that happy 
time when "violence shall no more 
be heard ;" when "nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more." 

7 
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SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 31 

TWENTY-SEVENTH MORNING, 
"In thlt1 will I be Confident." 

" Casting all your care upon Him, for he caretb 
for you." 1 Peter 5: 7. 

"HE careth !" The great Being who 
counts the number of the stars, num-
bers all my woes and pains and sor-
rows! What multiplied proofs he 
has given in the past that "he car-
eth for me !" I may well confide to 
him the "unknown morrow." 

EVENING. 
"The Lord al~o will be a refuge for the oppressed, 

a refuge in times of trouble. And they that know 
thy name will put their trust in thee ; for thou. 
Lord, bast not forsaken them that seek thee." 
Psalm 9: 91 10. 

Do I thus "know" the name of 
God? It is a bulwark of strength to 
all his people. What tenderness, what 
faithfulness, what power, what love! 
Sheltered here, I am safe-I am hap-
py. 



32 SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH MORNING·. 
"'In thh wlli :t be Oonlldent." 

' When thou passest through the waters, I wm 
be with thee ; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overrlow thee : when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall 
the flame kindle upon thee." Isaiah 43 : 2. 

"W ATERs," "streams," "floods," 
"rivers," "fire I" How manifold are 
the trials of God's people I But he 
has protnised to be with them in all, 
and to bear them thr01J,gh all. 

EVENING. 
" Commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust also in 

him, and he shall bring it to pass." Psalm 
87 :5. ' 

Is my way dark-hedged up with 
thorns? Let me repose in God. My 
times are in his hand. I could not 
wish them in other or better. "0 
Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that 
trusteth in thee." 
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SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 3~ 

TWENTY-NINTH MORNING. 
"In thl• will I be Confident." 

'Eben-ezer: hitherto hath the Lord helped us." 
1 Sam. 7 :12. 

CAN I too not set up this " stone 
of remembrance?" How multiplied 
have been the tokens of God's good-
ness I The past is crowded with mon-
uments and memorials of love and 
patience and forbearance. ''What 
shall I render unto the Lord for all 
his benefits toward me ?" 

EVENING. 
"The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as 

the rivers of water; be turneth it whithersoever-
he will." Prov. 21 :1. 

"KINGS of the earth may set them-
selves, and rulers may take counsel 
together against the Lord." But a 
word, a look from him, will " bring 
the counsel of the heathen to naught, 
and make the devices of the people 
of none effect." "Arise, 0 God, and 
plead thine own cause." 

3 



M SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 

THIRTIETH MORNING. 
" Io thh will I be Oonldent." · 

" If when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 
patiently, this is acceptable with God." 1 Peter 
2 :rn. 
How God loves the grace of pa-

tience-unmurmuring submission to 
his appointments. Not regarding 
him as a hard master ; but feeling, 
even when our trials seem severe, 
how light and trivial they are in com-
parison with what our sins have de-
served. 

EVENING. 
"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will tear no evil: for thou 
art with me ; thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me." Psalm 23 :4. 

Tms may ere long be my experi-
ence. Lord Jesus, support me in my 
conflict with the" last enemy." Thou 
bast thyself trodden the valley of 
death. Thou hadst no friend to guide 
thee through. But "thy rod and th)' 
staff," yea, thine own presence, are 
pledged to comfort me. 
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SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 35 

TIDRTY-FIRST MORNING. 
"In this will I be Confident." 

" For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a 
strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge 
from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when 
the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against 
the wall." Isaiah 25 : 4. 

WHAT is the blast of the terrible 
ones when I have such a "strong 
tower" as this? "Behold, Goel him-
self is with us for our Captain." "Help 
us, 0 Lord our God ; for we rest on 
thee." 2 Chron. 14 : 11. 

EVENING. 
"There shall be no night there." Rev. 21 : 26. 

Soo~ the last shadow of life's long 
night of weeping shall have passed 
away fur ever? In an unsinning· and 
unsorrowing heaven, war, tumult, 
pain, sickness, battle, bloodHhcd, shall 
be words unknown. ""\Vatdnnan, 
what of the night? ·watchman, what 
of the night? The morning cometh." 
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MORNING PRAYER. 
0 LoRo, thou art great and greatly 

to be feared; thy greatness is un-
searchable. Thou doest according to 
thy will in the armies of heaven and 
among the inhabitants of the earth. 
None can stay thy hand from work-
ing ; none dare say unto thee, ·what 
doest thou? 

I bless thee that though thou art 
the greatest of all being,s, thou art 
also the kindest and best of all. Thou 
art in Christ waiting to be gra-
cious ; not willing that any should 
per:ish, but that all should come unto • P. 
thee and live. I desire on this, the a: 
morning of a new day, to confess at t 
the footstool of thy throne my many 
sins, iu all their heinousness and ag· 
gravatiun. Blot them out of the book 
of thy rcmembr~nce, that they may 
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not rise 11p in judgment to condemn 
me. Ena me to love thee more, twM:-..---~---- WhAR
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in all their ways. Number them 
with thy saints in glory everlasting. 
These, and all other needful blessings, 
I ask in the name and for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, my only Lord and Sav-
,our. .AmP.n. 

EVENING PRAYER. 
0 Gon, I desire to draw near into 

thy gracious presence this evening, 
adoring and praising thee for the 
protecting care thou bast exercised 
towards me during another day. I 
am from day to day n, pensioner on 
thy bounty: from thee I derive every 
comfort and blessing. I rejoice in 
the thought that "the Lord God om-
nipotent reigneth," and that all that 
befalls me is appointed by thee in in• 
_finite wisdom and love. 
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It is my earnest prayer that I may 
be united by a . living faith to the 
Saviour. I rcjoi~e to think of the 
fulness and all-sufficiency of his great 
salvation. Oh wash out all my trans-
gressions in his precious blood. As 
I lie down to rest this night, may I 
have the blessed assurance that I am 
at peace with thee. 

Lord, sanctify me wholly. May all 
thy present discipline lead me nearer 
thyself. Whether I live, may I live 
unto the Lord ; and whether I die, 
may I dio unto the Lord: living or 
dying may I be thine. 

Bless all near and dear to me. May 
my beloved friends at a distance ex· 
perience thy love and sympathy an<l 
care. They never can be distant from 
thee, thou ever-present God. Guide 
them, protect them, comfort them. If 
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"the Lord God omnipotent reigneth," 
and that the "shields of the earth" 
are only thine. I beseech thee mer-
cifully to strengthen me for every 
trying duty. Cover my head in the 
day of battle. Inspire me with all 
needful courage in a righteous cause. 
Let me feel the precious conviction 
that life and death are in thy hand. 
"Thou, 0 Lord, art a shield for me, 
my glory, and the lifter up of my 
head." Psa. 3 : 3. 

Do thou conduct our valiant troops 
to victory. "Some trust in chariots, 
and some in horses, but we will re~ 
member the name of the Lord our 
God." 

I earnestly entreat thee that, 
through the merits of thy dear Son, 
all my many sins may be forgiven. 
If death should overtake me in the 
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field, may I die at peace with thee; 
reposing in• the gracious assurance 
that J csus is "able to sai·e 1into the 
u,tterrnost." Bless all my comrades, 
have mercy on their souls. Impart 
to them also devoted and unflinching 
courage in the hour of conflict. 

I would more especially plead with 
thee in behalf of my beloved relations 
at a distance. If thou in thy sove~ 
reignty sbouldst ordain that this be 
my last prayer for them, do thou, who 
art the "Father of the fatherkss, the 
llusband of the widow," better than 
the best and dearest of earthly 
friends, be their comforter, sustainer, 
protector, and guide. Oh; never leave 
and never forsake them. 

Lord, my hope is in thee. I will 
go foarle~sly in the strength of the 
Lord God. Keep me in the hollow 



e 

s, 
t 
g 

h 
8 

e 
0 

e 
n 
y 

e 

11 
e 

SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 43 

of thy band. Hide me under the shad-
ow of thy wings. May the Lord of 
hosts be with us-may the God of 
Jacob be our refug.e. Amen. 

PRAYER OF A WOUNDED SOLDIER. 

0 GoD, draw near to me in the mul-
titude of thy mercies. Pity my suf-
ferings, relieve my distress, bind up 
my wounds. Thy hand is never short-
ened, that it cannot save. Do thou 
bring me back from the gates of 
death, that I may once more be among 
the Ii ving to praise thee ? Sanctify 
all thy dealings to my soul. May I 
be led to know more and more of the 
preciousness of Christ, and of his 
great salvation; and if it bo. thy 
plessed will to spare me, may the 
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life prolonged by thy bounty be giv-
en to thy service. 

I pray for all my fellow~sufferers. 
Lord, ease their pains. Grant them 
relief under severe bodily anguish. 
Give to them avd to me patience to 
bear whatever thy hand has laid upon 
us. May we in the midst of our suf-
ferings remember him who, as our 
Redeemer, suffered infinitely greater 
anguish for us. Prepare my dying 
comrades for death. Fit them for 
their eternal change. 

I pray for my beloved relatives 
and friends at home. The Lord watch 
between them and me when we are 
absent one from another. Let them 
know that thou art faithful who hast 
promised, "I will never leave the& 
nor forsake thee." 

Bless our rulers and conn try. Bless 
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our armies by sea and land, our offi-
cers, our Mldiers, our brave allies. Do 
thou crown a righteous cause with 
victory. "Arise, 0 Lord, and let 
thine enemies be sea ttered." 

Forgive all my many sins, blot 
them out in the blood of Jesus. Liv• 
ing or dying, Lord, may I be thine. 
And all that I ask is for the sake of 
him who is my only Saviour. Amen. 

PRAYER OF A DYING SOLDIER. 

0 Gon, I beseech thee to look down 
upon me in thy great mercy. I am 
about to leave this world. Guilty and 
unworthy in myself, all my hope for 
mercy is in the merits of Jesus Christ, 
my blessed Saviour. I would lay hol<! 
as a dying sinner on the precious as-
surance that "He is able to save unto 
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n fatherless children) I will preserve 
them alive ; and let thy widows trust 
in me." 

I pray for thy blessing on my fel-
low-soldiers. I pray for thy forgive-
ness to my enemies. Pity the wound-
ed, relieve the prisoners, support the 
dying. 

And now, Lord, what wait I for? 
my hope is in thee. Have thou mercy 
on my soul. Smooth my death-pil-
low. Give me a peaceful entrance 
into the world of spirits. Take me 
to thyself to dwell for ever in glory, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ, 
my only Saviour. Amen. 

GIVE PEACE IN OUR TIME, 0 LORD, BE-

CAUSE THERE IS NONE OTHER THAT FIGHT-

ETH FOR us, BUT ONLY THOU, 0 Gon 
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APPENDIX 
TO THE AMERICAN EDITION 

CITIZEN SOLDIER,: 

You go forth at your country'it 
call, to uphold your country's honor, 
and preserve her institutions. 

Permit a friend to give you a few 
hints in the way of ad vice. 

CheriRh a deep feeling of depend-
ence on Almighty God, who alone 
can shield you in the hour of danger, 
and crown your mission with suc-
cess. 

Remember the Sabbath-day, and 
endeavor to keep it holy unto the 
Lord. 

Be sure to carry your Bible with 
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[Citizen Soldier and Prayer in German.] 

lJ"urger~~olbat: 
'.:Du ~iel)~ auf 'oen muf beincl3 ~an::-

bce aul3, um 'oeff en ~~re ~u rctten un'o 
'ocff ctt mcrfaffung aufrcd)tMtI)alten. 

~rfottbe einem. ijrcun'oc, bir cinige 
®infe ~u gcben, wcld)e bit nii~lid) 
f c~n fonncn • 

.pcgc ~etl3 cin tief cl3 @efiil)l heiner 
~bl)angigfcit \)On bem allmod)tigen 
@ott, 'oer aUcin in bcr <Stun'oe 'ocr 
@cfal)r bid) f d)ii~cn unb beine ~uf::: 
gabc mit Cfrf olg fronen frinn. 

@ebcnfe bel3 <Sabbatl)::-~agee unt, 
fud)e Hm 'oem .pmn 0u l)eiligen. 

mergi§ nid}t, beine ~ibel mitou::-
nel)mcn, un'o gebraud)e TTc ah~ ein 
~ud), bal3 'oen ID?enf d)cn 0u chm 

4 
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you, and use it as a book given to 
men to be a lamp unto their feet, and 
a light unto their path. 

Seek to make your camp a Chris-
tian camp, where daily prayer shall 
be offered to God. ' 

Allow no vindictive or revengeful 
passion to have a place in yonr heart. 

Let. your very calling remind you 
that there is but a step between you 
nnd death. 

General Havelock was not tho 
worse soldier for being a devout 
Christian. 

The great and good W asbington 
discountenanced profane swearing in 
the army, both by precept and ex• 
ample. 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved/' . 



to 
d 

S-

u 

t. 
u 
u 

0 

t 

n 

SOLDIER'S TEXT-BOOK. 51 

~eud)te il)m ~ii~e un'c AU cincm 
~id)t auf il)rcm ®cge gcgcbcn ift. 

6ud)e bcin ~clblagcr ein d)riftl~ 
d)c0 ~clbiagcr 3u mad)cn, \uo tagii~ 
d)c0 ®cbct ~u @ott geopfcrt tuirb. 

@U, fcinct· rnd)fiid)tigcn obcr 000::: 
~aftcn ~cibenf d)aft in 'ccincm .per0en 
maum. 

~a§ f d)on beincn ~cruf bid) 't'aran 
erinnern, 'ca§ nur ein 6d)ritt ~tuif d)en 
bir un'o 'ocm ~obe ift. 

@cncral .pal)elocf tuar barum fein 
!d)lcd)tmr 6olt>at, tucil er dn eifrh 
gcr CH)rift \uor. 

1:lcr gro§e unb gute Waff)ington_ 
gab fcinen ®ibcrwHrcn gcgcn u=ru~ 
d)cn unb 6d)woren in ber ~rmce mit 
m3ort un'o Xl)at ;u erfcnncn. 

,,@lauoe an bcn .perm Scfum 
lil)rit1, f o \uirft bu f elig." 
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SOLDIER'S PRAYER. 

0 Goo, for CHRIST'S sake, give me 
thy HoLY SPIRIT. I open my heart to 
thee; come in and take possession of 
my soul. Pardon all my sins ; they 
are very many, an~ nothing but tho 
blood of J Esus can wash them all 
away. Help me to be a faithful 
,oldier of J Esus CHRIST, and to lead a 
new and holy life ; or, if I must sac-
rifice my life for my country, then, 
LoRD J~sus, receive my Spirit. AU 
which I ~sk in the name and for the 
sake of thy Son J Esus CHRIST our 
LoRD. Amen. 
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e.olbatttt=@tbd. 
D @ott, gib mir um Cll)riTTi »Jillcn 

beinen l)eiligen @ei~ ! 3d) tf)ue :Dir 
mein -P(r~ auf, fomm un'o nimm 
fi~ t,a~Olt ! mergib mir alle meine 
6iinben ! if)rer finb ~id, unt, nur 
ba0 ~lut Sefu fann fie alle »Jcgnel)~ 
men. .pilf mir, eitt treucr 6trciter 
.Sefu ~f)rifti ~u »Jerben unt, ein ncuee 
f)eilige0 ~cben ;u fiil)ren, unb »Jenn 
id} fiir ba0 ~ant' meincr ®a9{ ba0 
~eben laffen mug, bann nimm '.Du, 
{)err .Sciu, meinen @cift auf ! '.Da0 
bitte id) ~on '.Dir, o @ott, um behte13 
60I,me0, meine\3 .perrn unb .pcilan't'c0 
.Sefu ~l)rifti iviUen. ~men. 

• 
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W ASIDNGTON'S PRAYER.• 

And now, ArnIGHTY FATHER, if it is 
thy holy will that we shall obtain a 
place and name among the nations 
of the earth, grant that we ..,may be 
enabled to show our gratitude for 
thy goodness, by our endeavors to 
fear and obey thee. Bless us with 
wisdom in our councils, success in 
battle, and let all our victories be 
tempered with humanity. Endow 
also our enemies with enlightened 

o In M'Guire's "Religious Opinions and 
Character of Washington," it is stated, that 
fo the summer of 1779, Washington, ex-
ploring alone the position of the British 
forces on the banks of the Hudson, took 
shelter for the night in the cottage of a 
pious American peasant, who, greatly Rtruck 
with the language and manner of his guest. 
overheard this prayer from the father of his 
country. 

• 
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minds, that they become sensible of . 
their injustice, and willing to restore 
our liberty and peace. Gra~t the 
petition of thy servant, for the sake 
of Him thon hast called thy beloved 
Son ; nevertheless, not my will, but 
thine be done. 

A SOLDIER'S PRAYER. 

0 Gon, be merciful to me a sin-
ner ; wash me from all my sins in 
the Saviour's blood ; fill me with the 
Holy Spirit; strengthen me for ev-
ery trying duty; inspire me with' all 
needful courage in a righteous cause ; 
cover my head in the day of battle. 
My hope is in thee alone ; do me all 
the good I need, and save me in thy • 
kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
thy Son. Amen . 
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ADVICE TO YOUNG SOLDIERS. 

\V RITE often to your friends. They 
will wish much to hear from you. 

Remember how much statesmen 
and patriots, fathers and mothers, 
sisters and wives, rely on 'your fidel-
ity and courage. 

Think of your responsibility to 
your country, whose rights and honor 
you are called to defend. " England," 
said Lord N els~n, "expects every man 
to do his duty." . 

Your names will be recorded in the 
future history of your country. Na-
poleon, pointing to the ,pyramids, ex-
claimed, " Forty centuries look down 
upon us." With much more truth, the 

• American general may exclaim, " Sol: 
diers, forty centuries will look back 
upon us." 

• 
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Shun petty quarrels and insults 
among yourselves. Be civil, gentle-
manly to· all, forgetful of politic'al 
party or ancestral origin. You rep-
resent one nation-one in reputa-
tion, interest, and hope. 

Be punctual, be orderly, submit to 
discipline, set an example of obedi-
ence, and mingle kindness with bra-
very. 

Reverence God. He is the Lord of 
hosts. Nations and individuals de-
pend on him. 

Never gamble, whether for money 
or amusement. Read history, study 
geography, form classes in arithme-
tic, surveying, eng·ineering, algebra. 
"The camp," said one, "was my best 
school." 

Read the Bible every day, as the 
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inspired word of God, the standard 
of Christian faith and duty. Chief 
Jtistice Ilale and John Quincy Adams 
read the Scriptures daily. 

Attend public worship, cultivate 
the habit of private prayer, sanctify 
the Sabbath. 

Keep a good conscience towards 
God a1Jd man. Peace in the soul 
tends to impart the truest courage. 

Forgive your enemies. Do not re-
tain envy or malice. 

By repentance for sin and faith in 
our Lord ._T esus Christ, make your 
peace with God. Trust in God bas 
a marvellous power to sustain and 
comfort the soul. "Trust ye in the 
Lord for ever ; for in the Lord J eho-
vah is everlasting strength." 
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THE SOLDIER PLEDGE. 

WE, the undersigned, United States 
Volunteers, remembering the teach-
ings of our fathers, and the senti-
ment of the community from whence 
we come-most of all desiring so to 
otder our ways that the God of· bat-
tles may be pleased to bless us in 
the effort we are about to make for 
the honor of ournational"flag and the 
upholding of our laws-do hereby 
PLEDGE ourselves, God helping us, to 
keep and observe the following reso,. 
lutions: 

I. We will abstain entirely from 
the use of ardent spirits of any kind. 

II. We will abstain from and, as 
for as in us lies, discountenance the 
use of profane or improper language 
in our ranks. 
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III. We will endeavor to observe 
the Sabbath-day to ke~p it holy, to 
read the Scriptures, and encourage 
prayer and the worship of God in the 
midst of us. 

IV. We will, as we hope to be 
brave in the hour of conflict, be kind 
and compassionate in the hour of 
victory, especially to women and 
children, remembering o~ loved ones 
at home. 

And may God give us grace to 
keep these resolutions. Amen. 

I 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSE1TS. 

EXECUTIVE DEP.ARTME:-rr, } 
CouxcrL-CHAMBER, Boston, May 151 1861. 

Upon the recommendation Qf the Medical 
Commission, His Excellency Governor An-
d,rew orders the publication of the follow-
ing directions for the sanitary conduct of 
troops in the field, which constitutes the 
substance of a report prepa1ed by Dr. Ware, 
and will be communicated to the Massachu-
setts regiments in active service . 

.A.. G. BROWN, Jr., Private Secretary. 

IMPORTANT SANITARY DIREC-
TIONS. 

SoldieTS should recollect that in a cam-
paign, where one dies in battle, from three 
to five die of disease. You should be on 
your guard, therefore, more against this 
than the enemy, and you can do much for 
yourselves which nobody can do for you. 

I. Avoid especially all use of ardent spir-
it&. lf you will take them, take them rather 
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ajt,er fatigue than before. But tea and cof-
fee are much better. Those who use ardent 
spirits are always the first to be sick and the 
most likely to die. j 

2. A void drinking freely of very cold 
water, especially when hot or fatigued, or 
directly after meals. Water quenches thirst 
better when not very cold and sipped in 
moderate quantities slowly, though l~ss 
agreeable. At meals, tea, coffee, and choc-
olate are best. Between meals, the kss the bet-
ter. 'l'he safest in hot weather is molasses 
and water with ginger or small beer. 

3. A void all excesses and irregularities in 
eating and drinking. Eat sparingly of salt 
and smoked meats, and make it up by more 
vegetables, as squash, potatoes, peas, rice, 
hominy, Indian meal, etc., when you can 
get them. Eat little between, when you 
have plenty at meals. 

4. Wear flannel all over in all weathers. 
Have it washed often when you can; when 
not, have it hung in the sun. Take every 
·opportunity to do the same by all your 
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clothing, and keep every thing about. your 
person dry, especially wheP it is cold. 

5. Do not sit, and especially do not sleep 
npon the ground, even in bot weather. 
Spread your blanket upon hay, straw, shav-
ings, brushwood, or any thing of the kind. 
If you sleep in the day, have some extra 
covering over you. 

6. Sleep as much as you can and when-
ever you can. It is better to sleep too warm 
than too cold. 

7. Recollect that cold and dampness are 
great breeders of disease. Have a fire to sit 
around whenever you can, especi&lly in the 
evening and after rain, and take care to dry 
every thing in and about your persons and 
tents. 

8. Take every opportunity of washing the 
wllQle bcxly with soap and water. Rub well 
afterwards. If you bathe, remain in the 
water but a litUe while. 

9. If disease begins to prevail, wear a 
wide bandage of flannel around the bowels. 

10. Keep in the open air, but not directly_ 
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exposed to a hot sun. When obliged to do 
this, a thin, light, white covering over the 
head and neck, in the form of a cap with a 
cape, is a good protection. Green leaves in 
the top of the hat may prevent sun-stroke. 

11. Wear shoes with very thick soles, and 
keep them dry. W~en on the march, rub-
bing the feet after washing with oil, fat, or 
tallow, protects against foot-sores. 

-
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