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ABSTRACT 

Berlanga Aguilar, Zoraya, Intimate Partner Femicide of the Rio Grande Valley: An Exploratory 

Study. Master of Science (MS), August, 2022, 104 pp., 1 table, references, 267 titles. 

The purpose of this study was to explore the cases of Intimate Partner Femicide (IPF) 

Victims from the Rio Grande Valley (RGV) from the years 2015 to 2019. By developing a 

cohesive understanding and assistance towards fostering knowledge and promoting social 

justice. It is a leading cause of concern among women as IPF is the result of IPV. This study is 

the first specific project to contribute to limited research on IPF in the RGV. This study 

employed ethnographic content analysis (ECA) and a non-probability purposive sample of 

secondary data consisting of 23 IPF cases obtained from IPF victim narratives published by the 

Texas Council on Family Violence, local news reports (KRGV, local CBS 23 & 4, Telemundo, 

and Fox News South Texas), and local newspapers (The Brownsville Herald, The Monitor, and 

Valley Morning Star). The study analyzed issues, themes, and frames for each IPF case. The 

findings established that Latinas are at risk of experiencing IPV and IPF by a current and 

previous partner. IPF is more likely to happen in the victim's home and by a current intimate 

partner. Moreover, IPV is found to be used as a way of men's oppression over women. The goal 

of this research was to ensure victims are provided an effort of social support, resources, and 

justice to combat violence against women. 

Keywords: intimate partner femicide, narratives, news media, ethnographic content analysis, Rio 

Grande Valley 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

 Worldwide intimate partner violence (IPV) has been reported as a major public health 

issue. IPV has also been reported to be the main cause of death for many women (World Health 

Organization [WHO], 2002). A severe form of IPV is intimate partner homicide (IPH), also 

known as intimate partner femicide (IPF). More than 55% of women’s death, of all races and 

economic statuses, were caused by an intimate partner, demonstrating that IPF is a public health 

issue (Domonoske, 2017). Women who have endured years of IPV and/or have experienced 

severe violence and harm lead to IPH and IPF. The National Institute of Justice [NIJ] (2003) 

defines IPH as the killing of an intimate partner defined as a gender-neutral crime. 

According to Rodriguez (2020), IPF involves females who have been murdered at the hands of 

their intimate partners (i.e., husbands, ex-husbands, boyfriends, ex-boyfriends, and other 

relationships. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2019) reports that across the 

world, 137 females are murdered every day by a family member. IPV has become recognized as 

an ongoing problem that only continues to spread across the world (Moreira & Pinto da Costa, 

2020). For years, the criminal justice system has failed to provide measures to prevent IPV and 

IPF (NIJ, 2016). IPV is not only a criminal justice issue, but it is also a gendered public health 

and social issue because females (girls and women) continue to be the targeted victims of IPV 

and IPF by males (men). In the context of this work, femicide will be referred to as gender-based 
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violence, usually committed by a man against a woman or girl (WHO, n.d.). Although there are 

different forms of femicide, for this study, the researcher will only focus on IPF. 

IPV in the research field is known as domestic violence (DV), or family violence. 

Although heterosexual women are more likely to be the victims, IPV does not discriminate 

against gender or identity. All genders, sexualities, races, and social-economic 

backgrounds individuals can be victims of IPV (National Domestic Violence Hotline, n.d.; 

Vlachos, 2020). In the state of Texas, family violence is defined as an act by a family or 

household member against another family or household member, resulting in any type of abuse 

(Gosselin, 2014; Texas Family Code section 71.004; Office of Justice Program, 2020). There are 

three types of family violence: IPV, child abuse, and elder abuse. Each person at some point in 

their life has been exposed to or experienced a combination of each type of family violence. IPV 

does not only affect the victim, but often affects the victim's children and immediate 

family members. About 1 in 4 children are exposed to both IPV and family violence (Hamby et 

al., 2011, Gosselin, 2014). Children who experience and are exposed to IPV are at risk of 

experiencing health issues, such as depression and anti-social behavior, and are likely to take part 

in delinquency (Gosselin, 2014). 

In Zara and Gino’s (2018) study of IPF, the researchers noted that of 275 cases, a little 

over 30% experienced violence as a crime of passion followed by 18.7% who experienced 

family violence. Also, Nicolaidis et al., (2003) found that 67% of 30 IPF victims experienced 

repeated abuse, finding that most victim and perpetrator relationships demonstrated power and 

control conflict, issues, and dynamics. Hence, there is a need for research that attempts to build 

an understanding of IPV and what happens to the families of the victims. 
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Purpose 

The purpose of this study is to explore the narratives of IPF victims from the Rio Grande 

Valley (RGV). ECA will be used to identify the different and similar words used by the Texas 

Council of Family Violence (TCFV), news reports, and newspapers when writing about each IPF 

case. The research seeks to find each victim's stories, from before the victim experienced 

femicide to after her death, to bring awareness to the field of IPV, the advocacy, and criminal 

justice efforts made to combat violence against women to the RGV. 

Significance 

This thesis represents the first specialized effort to investigate the narratives of IPF in the 

RGV, employing a variety of different types of media content. The research will provide a more 

complex understanding of this topic for criminal justice researchers, social scientists, and victim 

rights specialists. This study strives to develop a cohesive understanding, partnership, and 

assistance towards fostering knowledge and promoting social justice measures in disseminating 

information to impact legislation (Dixon & Graham-Kevan, 2011). This study will also 

contribute to the limited research on the RGV in the study of IPF (Villegas, 2015). 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW
 

This section presents a literature review on IPV prior to the occurrence of femicide. The 

section details the history of the Domestic Abuse Intervention Project in Duluth, Minnesota, one 

of the earliest programs to combat domestic violence, IPV prior to femicide, femicide history, 

feminism, feminist criminology, victims’ rights, Violence Against Women Act, violence against 

women, National issue, National Incident Based Reporting system and Uniform Crime Reports, 

State issue, Latinas and IPV, South Texas, and RGV. 

IPV prior to Femicide 

IPV is abuse by a current intimate partner, dating intimate partner, or ex- intimate partner 

(CDC, 2020; WHO, 2021). IPV can be physical abuse, sexual abuse, psychological abuse, 

emotional abuse, economic abuse, and stalking (CDC, 2020; Doerner & Lab, 2017; WHO, 

2021). In the early 1980s, the Domestic Abuse Intervention Project in Duluth, Minnesota created 

the Power and Control Wheel (PCW) to help identify signs of IPV (Domestic Abuse 

Intervention Programs, 2017). The PCW demonstrates to victims and agencies how the 

perpetrator works his way to achieve dominance, power, and control over the victim (Domestic 

Abuse Intervention Programs, 2017; National Domestic Violence Hotline, n.d.). 

Furthermore, research on the history of IPV has uncovered a distinct sign that violence may 

become more severe (Zezima et al., 2018; Smith, 2020). According to a global study on 

homicide, the severity of the violence increases as the motives or stressors of the 

perpetrator change (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2019). Zara and Gino (2018) 
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identified two types of IPV motives, a crime of passion, and family problems. For 

example, a crime of passion is a constant expression of jealousy and/or infidelity 

accusations against the victim increasing the severity of violence, often leading to the overkilling 

of the victim (Nicolaidis et al., 2003; Zara & Gino, 2018; United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime, 2019). Prior to the study of IPF, Campbell et al., (2003) found that in 307 IPFs, 70% had 

experienced physical abuse. In a Chicago study, Block (2004) highlighted that a perpetrator 

controlling behavior was an important factor to IPF risk. In 40% of IPF cases, a victim’s 

first severe IPV experience was caused by the perpetrator’s jealousy (Block, 2004). 

Another conflict often experienced by victims is deciding to leave or stay with the 

perpetrator. Castillo (2018), Campbell et al., (2003) and Nicolaidis et al., (2003) found that 

attempting to leave the perpetrator or leaving the perpetrator increases the likelihood of 

becoming victims of IPF. Block (2004) found that in 45% of IPFs, the attempt to leave a 

relationship or end the relationship was a significant factor for femicide occurrence. In addition, 

women who sought protective orders before leaving their abuser, continue to be at risk of 

IPF (Zezima et al., 2018). Therefore, the perpetrator's need to control, oppress, and dominate the 

victim is the leading factor resulting in IPF (Block, 2004; Zezima et al., 2018). 

Femicide History 

Journalist and published author John Corry was the first individual to use the term 

femicide in his book A Satirical View of London at the Commencement of the Nineteenth

Century in 1801, to refer to the killing of a woman (Pitcher, 1986; Canadian Femicide 

Observatory for Justice and Accountability, n.d.). After nearly two centuries, feminist writer, 

activist, and social psychologist, Dr. Diana E. H. Russell reintroduced the term femicide in 1976 

during the International Tribunal on Crimes against Women, to bring awareness to the crimes 



6 

women experience across the world (Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and 

Accountability, 2020; Rodriguez, 2020; Radford & Russell, 1992; Russell, 1977; Ink, 1976). Dr. 

Russell’s effort in using ‘femicide’ was to replace the more gender-neutral 

homicide with femicide to bring national and global awareness of the misogynist character of the 

killings of females (Radford & Russell, 1992; Russell, 2008). 

Femicide has been given numerous definitions. Dr. Russell’s original definition was the 

“hate killing of females perpetrated by males,” however, after her continuation of rising violence 

against women’s awareness, her definition changed (Russell, 2008, p. 2). Femicide thus became 

known as the murdering of “females by males because they are females” (Russell, 2008). Her 

idea of using females rather than women, was because she found that all females, young girls, 

transgender women, and women, in general, can be victims of femicide. However, other 

scholars, such as Campbell and Runyan (1998) define femicide as “all killings of women, 

regardless of motive or perpetrator status” (p. 348). This definition is based on the fact that it is 

nearly hard to discern the motivation for collecting empirical data (Campbell & Runyan, 1998). 

Moreover, although femicide is mostly used in the United States, other scholars (Pierson, 

2020; Lagarde y De Los Rios, 2004; Bissonnette, n.d.) use the term ‘feminicide’ (feminicidío) to 

refer to the injustice of all murders of females. Feminicide is a political term, 

as an anthropologist and feminist activist, Maricela Lagarde y De Los Rios (2004) defines it. Not 

only are male perpetrators responsible but so are the state and judicial system, who normalize 

toxic masculinity, accept the perpetrators' actions and deny the victims justice and safety (Wong, 

2020). Feminicide is most often used and seen in countries where women’s human 

rights continue to be violated and ignored. In Mexico, feminicide has been a social issue for 

many years. In the last five years, about ten females are murdered every day in Mexico (Center 
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for Strategic & International Studies, 2020). In 2019, about 3,142 females were reportedly killed 

and only 726 were classified as feminicides in Mexico (Pierson, 2020). Frida Guerrera, a 

Mexicana Feminicide activist reporteds that in the first two months of 2020 there were 237 

feminicides in Mexico (Pierson, 2020). Since the late 1990s, more than a thousand females 

continue to be murdered each year and disappear with no known location. Although violence 

against Mexican takes place all over Mexico, Ciudad Juarez (City of Juarez) has been known 

worldwide, it is the city where females are victims of femicide (Fregoso & Bejarano, 2010). 

Feminicide can occur in various forms, such as organized crime, prostitution, sex 

trafficking, and drug trafficking, which is usually committed by a non-intimate male 

partner (Bissonnette, n.d.; Lagarde y De Los Rios, 2004). Like IPF, feminicide does not 

discriminate against race/ethnicity, class, and age. Lagarde y De Los Rios (2004) and Portillo 

(2003), find that majority of the feminicide victims in Mexico are females that are from the 

lower class, who travel from small communities to developed cities for work. The issue with 

feminicide is not only females being murdered, but that they go missing and are they are never 

found. Feminicide as a political stance demonstrates how the state and judicial system does not 

seek justice for the victims or their families. Forensic investigations lack the resources required 

to identify bodies. Police officials and state officials are often found to be perpetrators of female 

victims. Overall, the search for female victims is often left in the hands of loved ones while 

the state and judicial system continue to allow the victimization of women (Portillo, 2003). 

Therefore, the use of the term femicide was most appropriate for this research. Unlike 

feminicide, femicide is used for females who are killed by their intimate partner, family 

member, and/or someone known to the victim (Wong, 2020). There is limited political action to 

against femicide because female victims are not being forgotten or left to decompose in a desert 
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(Wong, 2020; Portillo, 2003). In the state of Texas, and the U.S. the month of October serves as 

Domestic Awareness Month. In October, the Texas Council on Family Violence (TCFV), a non- 

profit that provides education and professional development, releases the narratives of IPF 

victims for remembrance of their stories. 

Feminism 

For years, women had kept silent about their victimization. In 1848, Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton presented IPV and femicide as issues of concern in The Declaration of 

Sentiments of 1848 as a women’s issue. The Declaration of Sentiments was 

the foundation of women's rights (History, Art & Archives: United States House of 

Representatives, n.d.). 

The Women Rights Movement, also known as the Feminist Movement and later known 

as the Women’s Liberation Movement was first initiated by Cady Stanton in July of 1848, by 

presenting the Declaration of Sentiments. Unlike the Declaration of Independence, the 

Declaration of Sentiments represented women and their oppression by men and the law (History, 

Art & Archives: United States House of Representatives, n.d.; Eisenberg & Ruthsdotter, 

1998). The Declaration of Sentiments stated that women were not allowed to receive any 

education nor enter any profession. Women were slaves to their husbands who had the legal 

power to imprison them and beat them. Women had no voice and no representation (Eisenberg 

& Ruthsdotter, 1998). The Women Rights Movement was the beginning of 

women's empowerment in fighting for equal rights (Population Media Center, 2020; History, Art 

& Archives: United States House of Representatives, n.d.). 

The formation of the feminist movements arose in three waves, which brought together 

public and political attention to women's issues. During the first wave of 
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the Feminist Movement, known as the Suffrage Movement, white women fought for equality and 

the right to vote, to remove the idea of women being second-class citizens (Rampton, 2015; Ohio 

Humanities, April 2018). The second wave of the feminist movement was one of the most 

significant movements that took place in the 1960s, known as the Women’s Liberation 

Movement (Cardona & Colbert, 1997; Rampton, 2015; Ohio Humanities, April 2018). During 

the second wave not only were white women fighting for equality, but the 

movement also brought awareness to the oppression of all women (all races and classes), 

violence against women, and reproductive rights. The third wave of the feminist movement 

focused more on demonstrating the failures of the first movement, introducing an era where 

women wanted to demonstrate that their bodies and clothing were not to be used to objectify 

them (Rampton, 2015; Ohio Humanities, April 2018). 

Furthermore, the feminist movement helped bring awareness to IPV, highlighting the fact 

that it is a gender-based crime and the need for the criminal justice system to change how it deals 

with IPV cases (Cardona & Colbert, 1997; Chesney-Lind, 2006). Feminist Criminology was 

born as a result of the second wave of feminism. Feminist criminologists began to present the 

issue of how the criminal justice system, law enforcement, courts, and the law, failed to 

protect the women who were IPV victims. Feminist criminologists succeeded in having the law 

create mandatory arrests for IPV and requiring police officers to work with IPV advocates to 

better assist intimate partner victims (Chesney-Lind, 2006). 

Feminist Criminology 

With the establishment of the Feminist School of Criminology the discourse on women 

came at the center study of justice (Chesney-Lind, 2006). Feminist criminologists began to 

review male-dominated criminological theories, finding no response to women 
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and girls’ criminality (Criminal Justice, n.d.; Fitz-Gibbon et al., 2020; Resendiz & 

Espinoza, 2021). Four different feminists’ perspectives emerged. They were liberal feminist, 

radical feminist, Marxist feminist, and social feminist. Liberal feminist criminology introduced 

the power-control theory, demonstrating gender roles and patriarchal control. The goal was to 

understand the increase of women’s offending after the Liberation Movement (Resendiz & 

Espinoza, 2021). However, the power control theory has been also used to demonstrate why IPV 

happens, most importantly what causes men to victimize women in intimate relationships 

(Gosselin, 2014). 

In addition, radical feminist criminology brought awareness to violent crimes against 

women. Radical feminism found that although men were more likely to be victims of violent 

crimes while women were more likely to be victims of IPV which is violence perpetrated by 

someone they know, and experienced sexual abuse (Resendiz & Espinoza, 2021). Patriarchal 

control, for radical feminists, was the focus for explaining gender inequality, sexism, and the 

oppression of all women. Men’s privilege and power over women were used to oppress 

women. To demonstrate their masculinity and power, men used violence against women to keep 

them from challenging men’s masculinity (Criminal Justice, n.d..; Chesney-Lind, 2006; Fitz- 

Gibbon et al., 2020; Resendiz & Espinoza, 2021). IPV continues to be a gender crime problem 

where women, girls, and those who occupy the feminine role in a relationship, continue to be the 

victims. 

Victims’ Rights 

Prior to the fight for women's rights bringing attention to IPV, wife battering was 

not considered a crime. Wife battering was socially accepted, especially if the wife was not 

submissive to her husband or intimate partner (Freedom and Citizenship, n.d.). It wasn’t until the 



11 

mid-1970s that IPV was recognized as a gender-based crime. In 1976, James Rowland, a 

probation officer in Fresno County, California, developed the first victim impact statement 

(Office for Victims of Crime, n.d.). The victim impact statement provides the victim an 

opportunity to have her voice heard during the trial or court hearing. The victim can describe and 

state how her victimization has impacted her life. The statement is also a way the victim can 

speak to the perpetrator and let him know how his actions have changed her life (United States 

Department of Justice, 2020). In 1994, the United States recognized IPV as a national concern, 

enacting the Violence Against Women Act (Sacco & Hanson, 2019). 

Violence Against Women Act 

Introduced in 1990 by Senator Joe Biden, the Violence Against Women 

Act (VAWA) priority was to address DV, sexual assault, and stalking against women (U.S. 

Department of Justice, 1999; The White House President Barack Obama, n.d.). After 

VAWA’s enactment, law enforcement agencies, the courts, and victims' advocates were expected 

to work together to combat IPV and other crimes against women under Congress and the 

presidency. Under President Clinton, prosecutions for violence against women, like IPV and 

stalking, were to be prosecuted under federal law. The act also provided immigrant women 

victims of violence assistance in reporting their abusers without experiencing any threat against 

their citizen status. VAWA also led to the creation of the National Domestic Violence Hotline to 

prevent victimization and assist victims (U.S. Department of Justice, 1999). 

Under George W. Bush’s presidency, VAWA was re-enacted in 2005. The new law 

added more programs and funding for combatting DV, dating violence, sexual assault, and 

stalking. President Bush included health and housing assistance for victims, by providing no 

additional costs for health care and giving victims of domestic violence and their children 
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housing assistance. Bush’s administration also introduced dating violence and created programs 

to bring awareness and services for young victims of dating violence (Laney, 2010). With 

Bush’s dating violence response, Vice President Joe Biden introduced 1is2many Initiative in 

2011, under President Obama. The initiative uses outreach and technology to reduce IPV among 

students, teens, and adults. VAWA in 2013 required that higher education institutions 

train/educate their students and employees on preventing sexual assault. Another change made 

was that the National Dating Violence Helpline would respond to calls, chats, and messages 

from both teenagers and young adults (The White House President Barack Obama, n.d.). 

Moreover, under Obama's presidency, VAWA’s definition of rape was changed to 

include males as victims of rape and other types of rape, bringing awareness to male 

victimization. The VAWA of 2013, also protected LGBT individuals and established the U-visa 

program for immigrant victims to report their perpetrators without fear of deportation (The 

White House President Barack Obama, n.d.). However, during the Trump 

administration, VAWA experienced low funding to keep programs and services available to 

victims (Alliance for strong families and communities, 2020). In April 2019, President Trump 

changed the definition to domestic violence. Domestic violence no longer involves psychological 

abuse, emotional abuse, and financial abuse. DV was only physical abuse, because 

it demonstrated evidence of abuse (Oppenheim, 2019). Although President Biden made no 

decisions regarding VAWA, the president demonstrated his support for VAWA through the 

years where being a senator and vice president. His goal was that both the Republican party and 

Democrat party come together to end violence against women (Behrmann, 2021). 

Under VAWA, victims have the right to speak to the judge during bail hearings and 

sentencing hearings. Under federal law, 42 U.S.C. 10606(b) and according to the Texas code of
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criminal procedure, chapter 5: Family Violence Prevention, victims of IPV have gained more 

rights. For example, victims have the right to be notified of any public 

court proceedings, parole proceedings, or release of the accused and to be present and heard at all 

court proceedings (United States Department of Justice, 2020, Texas code of criminal

procedure). IPV victims have received the option of having their voices heard through both the 

victim impact statement and attending any public court hearings (Office of the Attorney General 

of Texas, 2021; United States Department of Justice, 2020). 

Violence Against Women 

The United Nations defines violence against women as an act of “gender-based violence” 

usually “physical sexual, or mental harm or suffering to women... whether occurring in public or 

private life” (WHO, 2021). The most common violence against women is IPV and sexual 

violence (WHO, 2021). Sexual violence is defined by WHO (2021) as any type of completed and 

attempted sexual act, or “other act directed against a person’s sexuality using coercion by any 

person regardless of their relationship to the victim.” According to WHO, one in three women 

across the world is a victim of intimate partner and non-intimate partner physical and sexual 

violence (WHO, 2021). In the United States, 1 out of 6 females are victims of completed or 

attempted rape (Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network, n.d.). In 2018, about 641 million 

women 15 years and older, who were in an intimate partner relationship reported experiencing 

physical and sexual violence once in their lifetime (WHO, 2021). Female victims ages 20 to 44, 

were found to be at a higher risk of experiencing intimate partner physical and sexual violence 

during their lifetime at a value of 26% to 28% respectively (WHO, 2021). According to the 

National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (2010), 51.1% of women rape victims 

reported the perpetrator being a current or former partner. 
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In DV and sexual assault cases, men are more than likely to have committed the crime to 

demonstrate control, dominance, and power (Espinoza & Resendiz, 2020). Men and 

crime have been associated as doing gender, where men use violence to establish toxic 

masculinity. In patriarchal societies, men are the dominant gender in which their actions against 

women are presumed justifiable. There are two types of patriarchy that allow men to use 

violence against women, familial patriarchy, and courtship patriarchy. Both demonstrate the 

advantages of men and the disadvantages of women based on their role in the relationship (i.e., 

breadwinner, housewife, and girlfriend). For example, women in an intimate relationship may 

feel powerless to tell their partner to wear contraceptives during intercourse. Not only is the male 

partner violating her reproductive health right, but he is also placing her at risk of sexually 

transmitted infections (STIs) (Espinoza & Resendiz, 2020). STIs have been reported to affect 

women more than men, by placing them in greater reproduction health issues, such as 

infertility (CDC, 2011). 

After enacting the Violence Against Women Act, the International Association of Chiefs 

of Police (IACP) (n.d.) created tools, pieces of training, and resources aimed to educate officers 

about IPV. The IACP provides officers with guidelines when responding to IPV and guidelines 

to enforce protective orders (Police Response to Violence Against Women-VAW, 

n.d.). Gracia et al. (2004) highlighted that a victim’s decision to report IPV often relies on how

police officers respond to the victim's first call. Victims who experience severe abuse are more 

likely to seek help from IPV shelters for protection from the abuser (Holliday et al., 2020; 

Messing et al., 2017; Sullivan, 2011). 
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IPV: A Public Health Issue 

National Issue 

According to the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV) (n.d), 1 in 4 

women are victims of IPV compared to 1 in 9 men. In the United States, about 24 individuals per 

minute are victims of IPV, finding that in a year “more than 12 million women and men” will be 

victims of IPV (CDC, 2011, para. 1). During the COVID-19 pandemic, stay-at-home orders were 

placed across the states, many reported an increase in IPV within March (Boserup et al., 2020; 

Healy, August 2020). In Boston, female victims of IPV reported more severe physical 

violence to physicians compared to other years (Healy, August 2020). As the number of IPV 

cases increases, IPFs may continue to increase. In 2005, the United States reported 1,181 IPFs, 

estimating that in femicides IPFs made up one-third (National Organization for Women, 

2022). Other data found that from 2014 to 2017, the number of IPH (male and female) 

increased from 1,875 to 2,237 (19%) finding that 1,527 IPFs took place in 2017 (Holson, 2019). 

National Incident-Based Reporting System and Uniform Crime Reports 

Developed in the early 1930s, the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) was created to 

improve policing strategies. During an International Association of Chiefs of Police meeting, 

August Vollmer, a famous chief of police in Berkley CA, was one of the first police 

administrators to state that there was a need for the collection of reliable statistical data (Rosen, 

1995). After the creation of UCR, the statistical program was then given to the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI) to maintain the data repository. Data was collected from 18,000 cities, 

universities, counties, state, tribal, and federal agencies (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

n.d.). The UCR only presented crimes that were reported to the police, Part I and Part II

offenses. Part I offenses involved personal (i.e., murder and forcible rape) and property 
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offenses (theft and larceny). Part II offenses were sex offenses, drug and alcohol offenses, 

offenses against family, and vandalism (Gosselin, 2014). However, if more than one offense was 

reported to the police, the UCR would only record the most serious offense (Gosselin, 2014). 

Because the UCR didn’t provide specific information and demonstrated validity and reliability 

issues, the use of the program has officially been replaced by the National Incident-Based 

Reporting System (NIBRS) (Rosen, 1995; Gosselin, 2014; Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

n.d.).

As of January 1, 2021, the NIBRS is the only data collection program (Federal Bureau of 

Investigation, n.d.). NIBRS is a system that provides incident-based data on every single crime. 

The program provides a scoring category known as Crimes Against Society, meaning crimes 

that the general population desires to ban (i.e., narcotics, pornography, and prostitution) 

(Gosselin, 2014). Unlike the UCR, the NIBRS provides more specificity in reporting and 

detailed information about the incident or arrest. The program provides more context 

to a specific crime, by detailing the location, the time, and about the offender and victim (Federal 

Bureau of Investigation, n.d.). There are two main categories for NIBRS, Group A, and Group B. 

Group A provides 22 crime categories and 46 specific crimes; Group B provides 10 

crimes when only an arrest has been reported (Federal Bureau of Investigation, n.d.; Gosselin, 

2014). In the case of multiple offenses, the NIBRS collects data on each offense, providing 

more valid and reliable statistical data on crime (Gosselin, 2014; Federal Bureau of 

Investigation, n.d.). 

State Issue 

In the state of Texas, 34.5% of the female population were likely to experience IPV in 

their lifetime, meaning one in three females will be victims of IPV (National Coalition Against 
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Domestic Violence, 2019; The Texas Attorney General, n.d.a). The Texas Department of Public 

Safety (DPS) (n.d.) reported 197,023 incidents of family violence (IPV) in 2018. In 2016 the 

state experienced a 0.9% increase in family violence incidents (196,564) (Texas Department of 

Public Safety, 2016). The number of IPV cases continued to increase to 212,885 in 

2018 (Domestic Violence Defense, 2020). IPV in the state of Texas is a serious problem that 

continues to increase (Texas Department of Public Safety, 2016). The problem also continues to 

grow for IPF, finding that in 2012 Texas reported 114 IPFs, more than 10% of the USA reports 

in all (National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 2019). From 2015 to 2018 the state of 

Texas continued to experience an increase in IPF, from 158 to 174 (Domestic Violence Defense, 

2020). After COVID-19 lockdowns, domestic violence increased in the United States by 8.1% 

(Rodriguez, 2020). To demonstrate the number of IPV and IPF, the steps a victim takes in the 

state, and how cities have developed new sources to prevent IPV and IPF, the city of Houston is 

an example. 

Sylvester Turner, mayor of the city of Houston, implemented a new system to 

prevent IPV and IPF. The new system to help diminish IPV and bring attention to IPF 

was developed by the Magpies & Peacocks, known as the MAKR Collective, which provides 

IPV victims with gaining and learning skills for employment in the fashion industry (i.e., cutting 

patterns and sales) (City of Houston, September 2020). The purpose of their partnership was to 

empower IPV victims and provide financial support and independence for IPV victims to prevent 

future abuse and possible femicide (City of Houston, September 2020). Prior literature has found 

that in the city of Houston before IPF cases, the police department had been contacted for 98.5% 

of the cases where the victim reported IPV (Koppa & Messing, 2019). In total, from 2007 to 

2014, the Houston Police Department received 278,930 IPV reports, and 71.3% of the 
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victims were female (Koppa & Messing, 2019). Within the three years before a victim’s death, 

law enforcement visited the victims on average 5.6 times (Koppa & Messing, 2019). A 

year before the IPF case, 38.5% of the perpetrators were arrested and for IP (ex-spouse/spouse) 

femicide 25.4% were arrested (Koppa & Messing, 2019). Altogether, only one percent of IPF 

victims asked for a protective order (PO) a year before their death and within three years 

prior, and only 1.5% asked for a PO (Koppa & Messing, 2019). Whether the victim is given help 

from police officers, the courts, and support services, if she doesn’t receive help as soon as it is 

reported, her victimization is more than likely to continue (Koppa &Messing, 2019; 

McFarlane et al., 2001). 

Latinas and IPV 

Both terms “Hispanic” and “Latino” are commonly used interchangeably in the research 

literature. The terms “refer to a person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central 

American, or other Spanish culture or origin regardless of race” (Ennis et al., 2011, p. 2). Female 

Latinos are referred to as Latinas throughout this thesis, the term Latinas will be utilized. In a 

patriarchal society, masculinity is valued more than femininity. Men are encouraged, by any 

means, to dominate women (Chesney-Lind, 2006). Culture uses patriarchy to control a person, in 

most cases women. In the Latino culture, patriarchy and the differences in gender 

roles are demonstrated through machismo and marianismo. Machismo describes a specific and 

acceptable form of masculinity that is emphasized and privileged. The term upholds the idea that 

men are dominant and superior. Men in the Latino culture are expected to display aggressive 

behavior and demonstrate their dominance over women. In intimate relationships, machismo 

permits men to be sexually active with other women, while the women must stay faithful to the 
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man, and allow him to use extreme masculinity against his partner (Age of 

Revolution, n.d.; Espinoza et al. 2022a; Villegas, 2015; Nunez et al., 2017). 

For centuries, religion has been used as a form of subjugation in which women are placed 

as subservient to men (Age of Revolution, n.d.). Catholicism in the Latino 

culture sets subordinate expectations for women and girls. The term marianismo is derived from 

the Virgin Mary’s name. Latinas are expected to represent the virgin, pure, holiness, and 

submissive (Age of Revolution, n.d; Clay, 2011; Espinoza et al. 2022a; Villegas, 2015). Young 

Latinas are taught to stay pure for their husbands and raised to become devoted 

housewives which are aspects of emphasized femininity (Age of Revolution, n.d.; Villegas, 

2015; Blossom, 2018). Latinas are expected to accept and tolerate their husbands’/boyfriends’ 

machismo, whether it may involve violence, rape, or infidelity (Age of Revolution, n.d.; 

Villegas, 2015). 

The Latino patriarchal culture has placed many women at high risk of IPV and 

IPF (Serrano, 2003; Edelson et al., 2007; Reina et al., 2014). More than one in three (34.4%) 

Latinas are victims of IPV during a lifetime compared to 37.3% of all women in the general 

population (Merck, 2020; Casa de Esperanza: National Latin@ Research Center on Family and 

Social Change, 2019). However, DV researchers have recognized cultural differences play an 

important factor in understanding domestic abuse in Mexican American women, especially when 

implementing intervention practices and policies (de la Torre & Estrada, 2001). 

Along the Mexico border in U.S.A cities, about 37.5% of Latinas experience IPV during 

their lifetimes (Casa de Esperanza: National Latin@ Research Center on Family and Social 

Change, 2019). In 16 states (i.e., Alaska, Colorado, Georgia, Kentucky, 

Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode 
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Island, South Carolina, Utah, Virginia, and Wisconsin), Sabina and Swatt (2015) found that 

Latinas were 70.5 times at higher risk of experiencing IPF. DeCasa (2003) also found that 

Latinas were more likely to experience multiple intimate partner victimizations and are at greater 

risks of IPF compared to other races. Although IPV in Latinos is a social and gender problem, 

for many Latinos, IPV is a family and private problem, it is an acceptable and normal 

phenomenon (Serrano, 2003; Edwards, 2004; Edelson et al., 2007; Kulkarni, Racine & Ramos, 

2012; Reina et al., 2014; Sabina & Swatt, 2015). 

South Texas 

Although the state of Texas has demonstrated high numbers of IPV, the southern cities of 

the state have significantly reported high numbers of IPV (Figueroa, 2015; Bautista, 

2019). In the South region of Texas in 2014, El Paso was one of the top cities to report the 

highest number of IPH (Figueroa, 2015). As of 2017, San Antonio located in Bexar 

County reported a higher rate of IPF compared to other counties, including Harris 

County, reporting 4.8 per 100,000 females (Bautista, 2019). During the COVID-19 pandemic, 

stay-at-home orders placed many women at risk of violence. In the RGV, the IPH rate went up to 

400%. Reported domestic disputes in the RGV increased by 30% from 2019 to 2020 (Hernandez, 

2021). In this 1-year timeframe, the RGV has experienced a drastic IPV, bringing light 

to the limited resources and assistance for these victims. 

In 2009, the city of El Paso participated in the DV awareness event “Walk a mile in her 

shoes” fundraiser to raise IPV awareness and money for IPV social services (Acosta, 2019). As 

for Bexar County, in 2019, the city of San Antonio developed a Domestic Violence 

Comprehensive Plan which improves the availability of services for IPV victims and treatment 

for the perpetrators (City of San Antonio Comprehensive Domestic Violence Plan, 2019). The 
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gender and cultural expectations for Latinas prevent many forms of help-seeking from family 

members, the community, and the police. Latino families are likely to not accept when a woman 

is experiencing IPV or would try to justify the perpetrator's abuse (Serrano, 2003; Edwards, 

2004; Postmus et al., 2014; Villegas, 2015). 

Rio Grande Valley (RGV) 

The RGV, located in the southernmost area of Texas, consists of four counties – Cameron 

County, Hidalgo County, Willacy County, and Starr County. Each county’s demographic 

characteristics are similar in that the largest racial population is Latinos, who share two cultures, 

and many are bilingual in English and Spanish. As of July 2019, Cameron County’s population 

was 423,163, Latinos made up 90.0%, Whites 8.6%, Blacks 0.8%, and 0.7% Asian. Hidalgo 

County’s population was 868,707 in 2019, 92.5% Latinos, 5.9% White, 0.9% 

Black and 1.0% Asian. Starr County is known for its largest percentage of Latino 

population making 96.4%, as of 2019 its population was 64,633 and Whites made up 3.3%. 

Lastly, in 2019 Willacy County’s population was 21,358, Latinos made up 88.5%, 8.5% Whites, 

and 2.7% Blacks (U.S. Census Bureau, 2019). 

IPV is just as much of a problem in the RGV as it is throughout Texas. In 2018, Cameron 

County reported 3,209 IPV cases, Hidalgo County had 5,505 IPV cases, Starr County had 

270 IPV cases, and Willacy County reported 215 IPV cases (Domestic Violence Defense, 

2019). Villegas (2015) found that compared to other races, Latinas are at higher risk of IPV due 

to cultural expectations, gender roles, and traditional roles. Villegas and Espinoza (2017) stated 

that because the RGV shares a border with Mexico, the RGV Latino population's cultural 

expectations are extremely similar to Mexican cultural expectations. The most common being 

patriarchal relations, which are found to be the reason why Latinas were at greater risk for 
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IPV. All of the participants reported being dominated and controlled by their intimate 

partners (Villegas, 2015; Villegas and Espinoza, 2017). One of the most 

common causes of IPV experienced by Latinas from the RGV was cheating, to demonstrate his 

dominance over her, the male would cheat but the female was unable to do so because that would 

belittle her husband’s masculinity (Villegas, 2015). Latinas who experience IPV were more 

likely to not report the victimization in the beginning because they either feel it is normal or are 

not aware of the victimization (Serrano, 2003; Edwards, 2004; Postmus et al., 2014; Villegas, 

2015; Villegas and Espinoza, 2017; Castillo, 2018). 

The normalization of IPV is due to the acceptance of the machismo role and traditional 

masculinity presented in the Latino culture (Serrano, 2003; Edwards, 2004; Postmus et al., 2014; 

Villegas, 2015; Villegas and Espinoza, 2017; Castillo, 2018). Because a wife is expected to serve 

her husband or partner, most victims of IPV would view their victimization as a punishment for 

not satisfying their partners’ needs (Serrano, 2003; Edwards, 2004; Postmus et al., 2014; 

Villegas, 2015). Other victims assumed it was normal because they witnessed their parent's IPV 

or knew their partners had witnessed or experienced IPV, believing it was a cycle they all went 

through (Serrano, 2003; Edwards, 2004; Postmus et al., 2014). Undocumented Latinas do not 

report due to fear of deportation and the deportation of their partners (Espinoza & Villegas, 

2015, Casa de Esperanza: National Latin@ Research Center on Family and Social Change, 2019; 

Esperanza United, 2021). However, after accepting that they were experiencing 

IPV, Latinas regardless of their status were likely to seek help and leave their abusers (Castillo, 

2018). Latinas who received assistance or dedicated their time to activities such as Roller 

Derby improved their self-esteem and value themselves more after experiencing IPV (Castillo, 

2018). 
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Other possible reasons victims may not report the occurrence of violence is due to lack of 

confidence in authorities, shame, and fear of their partner, leading to the underreporting of 

IPV among the Latino community. Many Latina victims do not trust the authorities for various 

reasons, which may involve fear of deportation or imprisonment of their partner. In most Latino 

intimate relationships, the male partner is the breadwinner of the home, placing many victims 

afraid of economic hardships. IPV for Latinas also goes underreported due to the stigma religion 

has on divorced and separated women as not acceptable and wrong. Other victims fear that their 

partner may take away their children, and fear that the perpetrator may report them to border 

patrol due to undocumented status (Casa de Esperanza: National Latin@ Research Center on 

Family and Social Change, 2019; Esperanza United, 2021). As of 2020, for COVID-19, 

the Center for Disease Control and Prevention regulations stated that the number of IPV and 

IPFs in the RGV has increased. Many women found themselves stuck at home with 

abusive partners and a system that failed to protect them (Hernandez, 2021). 

Research Questions 

1.) What does the narrative of violence present about the case of IPF in the RGV? 

2.) How is IPF reported by the news media? 

3.) What is the history of violence experienced by the victim at the hands of the perpetrator? 

4.) In situations of violence, what happens to the victims' family (i.e., children and relatives) 

impacted by the death? 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY
 

The aims of this exploratory study include investigating IPF victim narratives, what the 

criminal justice system did before and after the IPF, and what happened to the victim's children 

and the perpetrator following the IPF incident. The researcher analyzed each victim's story to 

find similarities and differences between each case, to gain further understanding of the effects 

of IPV. This section provides the methodology of the study. The first section provides the design 

and sample. The second section provides data and data collection. The last section describes the 

data analysis process. 
Design 

The research project employed a non-probability purposive sample of secondary data of 

IPF victim narratives released by the TCFV, local news reports from the affiliates (KRGV, local 

CBS 23 & 4, Telemundo McAllen, and Fox News South Texas), and local newspapers (The 

Brownsville Herald, The Monitor, and Valley Morning Star). This study utilized theoretical 

sampling as it can explicate and refine a framework (Neuman, 2011a, 2011b, 2011c). The study 

was submitted to the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley (UTRGV) for request 

determination for non-human subject research. Under the determination, UTRGV’s Institutional 

Review Board oversight was not required as human subjects are not used. 

The sample consisted of 23 IPF narrative cases from the RGV in Texas from 2015 to 2019. Each 

narrative statement was analyzed to examine the victim’s story, what happened to the 

victim’s family, and the perpetrator. The TCFV was selected because every October 
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(Domestic Violence Awareness Month) the TVFV releases the narratives of IPF victims from 

across the state. The TCFV is a non-profit organization in the state of Texas, the purpose of the 

organization is to educate the community and professionals about domestic violence and improve 

policies on domestic violence prevention (TCFV, 2020). The local news channels in the RGV  

are KRGV (Channel 5), Valley Central (local CBS channels 23 and 4), Telemundo McAllen 

(40), and Fox News South Texas (Fox channel 67). The local newspapers are The Brownsville 

Herald (Brownsville, TX), The Monitor (McAllen, TX), and Valley Morning Star (Harlingen, 

TX). 

Data Analysis 

The methodology used for this study was ECA, also known as qualitative content 

analysis (Altheide, 1987). Ethnographic research was originally done to conduct observational 

studies of people and their culture, allowing researchers to examine subjects that have limited 

research (Neuman, 2011b; Altheide & Schneider, 2013). ECA was later created to study 

documents, such as media narratives, social networks, news reports, and other digital and print 

sources. The difference between content analysis and ECA is that content analysis is linear in 

nature and allows the researcher to collect data based only on the research question(s) stated by 

the researcher, and limits the researcher to collect data from certain sources or procedures, while 

ECA is a systematic and analytical process that allows the researcher to search for data 

in multiple sources and allows the researcher to interpret the data based on how it may be viewed 

by the public (Altheide, 1987; Miller, 2016). In ECA the researcher is allowed to collect data at 

any point in the study while the researcher is collecting, analyzing, interpreting and/or writing 

preliminary findings. 
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Content analysis when previously used in the realm of criminal justice for examining 

crime and violence to examine the differences between street crimes compared with white-collar 

crimes (McGucken,1987). The crimes were assessed based on the New York Times Newspapers 

over a 5-decade time to see how the reports differed in length and the way each was reported. It 

was found that, unlike white-collar crimes, street crimes and violent crimes made up about 

80% of the crime reported in the New York Times. McGucken (1987) also noted crime reports 

were more likely to focus on the lower socioeconomic status of the criminal, and the social fear 

of the crime itself. In a similar study by Jason E. Miller (2016), ECA was used to compare how 

immigrants and migrants are portrayed in English news channels and Spanish news 

channels. Miller (2016) analyzed the different terms and phrases used by news reports when 

speaking about immigration/migration issues. They found that in English news channels 

(Fox News), reports demonstrated immigrants as men who are criminals from the lower class. 

English news channels were found to use terms like ‘aliens’ and ‘illegal 

immigrants’ dehumanizing the families and individuals that come to the United 

States. In Spanish news channels (i.e., Univision), immigrants were 

referred to as ‘undocumented’ and were shown as students and families, more humanized than 

the English news. Spanish news channels focused more on important social issues like the 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals and racist policies that affected undocumented 

individuals. 

The goal of ECA provides researchers with a way to investigate the context of the text 

presented in the sources selected (i.e., images, narratives, and news reports) (Altheide & 

Schneider, 2013). Although qualitative content analysis was also considered as an option, the 

present study is exploratory research and uses online narratives, news reports, and newspapers, 
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ECA was most appropriate given the documents being examined. This research supports the 

necessity to analyze multiple news sources to find the IPF victim’s full story versus only 

knowing what the Texas Council on Family Violence presents. In terms of analyzing data, 

issues, words, themes, and frames over the case of IPF were analyzed over the 23 cases using 

different news media outlets (print and television). Initial coding incorporated emergent coding 

to monitor changes in reporting and emphasis over time (Neuman, 2011a). Additionally, each 

research question was analyzed and broken into codes based on the patterns identified within the 

narratives and news media. 

Triangulation of Data 

This study is aimed at using qualitative techniques and adding to the literature regarding 

IPF and IPV. To add to this effort, the researcher used data triangulation which involves using 

three forms of data. This was done to provide rigorous depth and breadth. Data was triangulated 

using the 

1) narratives from the TCFV,

2) the news reports from KRGV (Channel 5), Valley Central (local CBS 23 and 4),

Telemundo McAllen (40), and Fox News South Texas (Fox Channel 67), 

3) and the news articles from The Brownsville Herald (Brownsville, TX), The Monitor

(McAllen, TX), and Valley Morning Star (Harlingen, TX). 

These three types of sources of data were compared to create a concise profile of data. 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS 

The following is a description of the victim's case profile for each year, research 

questions findings, and further findings are provided. 

Overview of Data Span 

The data for this study spans from 2015 to 2019. The narratives were released a year after 

the deaths on Domestic Violence Awareness Month. The newspapers discussed the story of IPF 

on average from two weeks to one day. The news reports discussed the story of IPF on average 

from two weeks to one day. For cases that involved more than one victim or had previous reports 

before the femicide, the stories lasted between one week to about a month. Cases that provided 

reports and articles years after the death of the victim, were mostly related to the perpetrator and 

what happened to him after the victim's death. 

Data by Year 

For the Year 2015: There were four IPF cases in the RGV. There were zero cases in 

Cameron County, three in Hidalgo County, one in Starr County, and no reported cases in Willacy 

County. Three out of four victims were Latinas. The age range for the victims was between the 

early 30s and late 60s. The most common relationship between the perpetrator and victim was 

husband-wife (75%) (N=) and the least common was boyfriend-girlfriend (25%). 50% of the 

victims were shot by the perpetrator, 25% were stabbed, and 25% were beaten. 
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For the Year 2016: There were five IPF cases in the RGV. One case in Cameron County, 

four in Hidalgo County, and zero reported cases in both Starr and Willacy County. Four out of 

five victims were Latinas. The age range for the victims was from 19 years old and to late 70s. 

The most common relationship between the perpetrator and victim was husband-wife (80%) and 

the least common was boyfriend-girlfriend (20%). Of the study for 2016, 60% of the victims 

were shot by the perpetrator, 20% were stabbed, and 20% experienced a laceration to their throat. 

For the Year 2017: There were 10 IPF cases in the RGV. Three cases in Cameron 

County, five in Hidalgo County, zero cases reported in Starr County, and two cases in Willacy 

County. Overall, nine out of ten victims were Latinas. The age range for the victims was between 

the early 30s and late 50s. The most common relationship between the perpetrator and victim 

was husband-wife (including common-law) (70%) and the least common was boyfriend- 

girlfriend (30%). 40% of the victims were shot by the perpetrator, 10% were stabbed, 10% were 

kidnapped, 10% were strangled, 30% were beaten and assaulted with an object, and 10% is 

unknown. 

For the Year 2018: There were two IPF cases in the RGV. One case in Cameron County, 

One in Hidalgo County, and zero cases were reported in both Starr County, and Willacy County. 

Both victims were Latinas. One of the victims was 27 years old and the other victim was 41 

years old. The relationship between the perpetrator and victim was husband-wife (50%) and 

boyfriend-girlfriend (50%). 50% of the victims were shot by the perpetrator, and 50% were 

strangled. 

For the Year 2019: There were two IPF cases in the RGV. Zero cases were reported in 

Cameron County, two in Hidalgo County, and zero cases were reported in both Starr County and 
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Willacy County. All the victims were Latinas. The age range for the victims was between the late 

20s and late 40s. The most common relationship between the perpetrator and victim was 

boyfriend-girlfriend (2/2). 1 out of 2 of the victims were shot by the perpetrator and 1 out of 2 

were stabbed by the perpetrator. 

Narrative of Violence 

The total of IPF cases presented by the Texas Council on Family Violence was N=23. 

The following is the list of the victims in the narratives and the details of their deaths using the 

TCFV, new reports, and newspaper reports. Below are the narratives organized and presented by 

the TCFV as part of the Texas Intimate Partner Fatality Report-Honoring Texas Victims (2015- 

2019) 

• Victim 1: Maria de Lourdes Garcia, 35 years old, girlfriend, stabbed in the neck with a

sharp weapon in her home.

• Victim 2: Mary Lou Dominguez, 47 years old, wife, stabbed, cut, and beaten, her body

was found in an abandoned vehicle near the Hidalgo-Reynosa International Bridge.

• Victim 3: Janet Williams, 66 years old, wife, shot and killed in her home.

• Victim 4: Maribel Garza, 41 years old, wife, died from gunshot wounds to her hands and

head in her home.

• Victim 5: Donna Zamarron, 19 years old, girlfriend, stabbed in the abdomen outside her

home.

• Victim 6: Maria Gallegos, 41 years old, common-law wife, perpetrators killed her by

slashing her throat in their bedroom.

• Victim 7: Maria Guadalupe Sobrevilla, 58 years old, estranged wife, shot and killed

outside her home.
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• Victim 8: Glenda Wood, 78 years old, wife, shot and killed in her home.

• Victim 9: Yolanda De Anda, 49 years old, estranged wife, shot and killed outside her

home.

• Victim 10: Paola Lopez, 40 years old, wife, died from a serious head injury in her home.

• Victim 11: Jessica Cortina, 36 years old, wife, was shot and killed in her home in front of

her 17-year-old son.

• Victim 12: Marta Beatriz Adams, 53 years old, wife, unknown whether she was alive or

dead when her body was thrown into the water with two 25 pounds weights.

• Victim 13: Maria E. Sandoval, 40 years old, wife, shot and killed in her home while her

children were at home.

• Victim 14: Adaly Tellez Johnson, 30 years old, common-law wife, beat (foul play) and

killed in her home.

• Victim 15: Maria Velasquez, 55 years old, girlfriend, stabbed 14 times in her apartment.

• Victim 16: Santos Berenice Garcia, 42 years old, wife, shot and killed outside her home.

• Victim 17: Maria Isabel Hernandez, 35 years old, girlfriend, assaulted and killed with a

baseball bat in the bedroom of the perpetrators’ home.

• Victim 18: Sandra Durbin, 54 years old, wife, shot and killed in her home.

• Victim 19: Nora Conde Villalobos, 49 years old, girlfriend, kidnapped, strangled, and

killed. Her body was found in a local lake after weeks of missing.

• Victim 20: Yaredi Reyes Juarez, 27 years old, common-law wife, shot and killed.

• Victim 21: Melinda Ann Garza, 41 years old, girlfriend, strangled, assaulted, and killed in

her home.
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• Victim 22: Samantha Marie Cantu, 27 years old, girlfriend, died from a stabbed wound to

the chest in a home.

• Victim 23: Magdalena Cantu, 48 years old, girlfriend, stabbed, shot, and killed in her

home.

Research Question One 

The first research question was: What does the narrative of violence present about the 

case of IPF in the RGV? To answer research question one, the researcher reviewed the narratives 

of the violence presented by the TCFV following local news reports and newspaper articles 

released after the death of the victim. The description of the violence presented in the news 

reports and news articles detailed the type of violence and the pain experienced by the victim. 

Several themes arose from the narratives, newspapers, and reports they were: 

• Age differences among victims

• Violence used

• Relationship between the victim and perpetrator (includes the type of crime)

o Gendered Crime

o Sexual Violence

• Narrative of violence

• Inconsistencies from the narratives

Age Differences among Victims 

Violence is presented differently when the victim is older and younger. Of the study 

17.39% of the women were between the age of 55 and 78, 69.57% were between the age of 30 

and 54, and 13% were between 19 and 27 years old. The violence presented for victims between 
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the ages of 55 and 78, is the only limited information detailing the violence provided by both the 

news reports and news articles. An indicator of the violence presented is the case of the 

seriousness of the violence by having both the news reports and news articles speak of the crime 

for 5 days to 2 years after the crime. When the victim is between the ages of 30 and 54, the 

violence presented which is common is that most of the victims were shot by the perpetrator. 

An indicator of the IPF was the use of violence even in the presence of children. In the 

case of the length of time the violence is presented in the news reports and articles, the victims' 

occupation, and having more than one victim involved, lasted longer and were more descriptive 

in the killing of the victim. The violence presented for the younger victims (ages 19-27) which is 

common is the description of where the victim was injured, such as stabbed in the ‘abdomen,’ or 

‘chest.’ Another distinction of the violence presented for the victims between the ages of 19 and 

27 was that one of the cases involved more than one victim. 

Violence Used 

The determination of the violence used was identified through narratives, news reports, 

and newspapers. Of the study, 92% of the victims were murdered with the use of a weapon (i.e., 

‘gunshot,’ or ‘stabbed...sharp object’). The use of hands, such as beating and strangulation, was 

the cause of death for 28% of the victims. When a weapon like a knife was involved, it was 

presented with injuries from a ‘sharp weapon’ to the body with ‘neck injuries,’ or as ‘stab 

wounds to her neck,’ ‘slashed...throat,’ ‘punzocortante,’ ‘puñaladas’ and ‘lacerations on her 

neck.’ An example of the use of a weapon is the news report of Maria de Lourdes Garcia’s death. 

Maria de Lourdes Garcia: El cuerpo de Alcala Garcia’s muestra heridas en el cuello que 

fueron provocados un arma punzocortante, lo que provoco su muerte... (body shows neck 
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injuries caused by a sharp weapon, which caused her death, authorities reported) (Telemundo 

40, 2015a, March 20). Custer (2015a) also reported that “the cause of death was stab wounds to 

the neck area.” 

Another example of the use of a weapon is: 

Donna Zamarron: Garcia (2016) reports that Mario A. Rodriguez, 26, is accused of 

‘stabbing’ his 19-year-old girlfriend, Donna Zamarron, last Thursday. Telemundo 40 (2016, 

September 6) also reported that Mario Alberto Rodriguez...acusado por el asesinato a puñaladas 

de una joven (charged with the stabbing murder of a young women). However, Telemundo 40 

(2016d, September 6) further describes where the victim suffered from her injuries: ...quien 

sufrio una herida de arma Blanca en el abdomen y posteriormente murio...como consecuencia de 

las lesiones que recibio (who suffered a stab wound to the abdomen and later died...as a result of 

the injuries she received). 

Other words used to explain weapon usage were ‘shot,’ ‘gunshot wounds,’ ‘gunshots to 

her hands and head,’ ‘shot in the left temple,’ and ‘shot in the chest.’ An example of this is the 

case of Janet Williams: Custer (2015c) reported: Investigators believe a 66-year-old man shot 

and killed his wife...Both Thomas and Janet Williams suffered gunshot wounds. 

Another example of the use of a weapon is: 

Maribel Garza: Mejia (2015) reported: “We found a female and a male inside the 

residence with a gunshot wound to the head” ...Garza was pronounced dead at the scene after 

suffering gunshots to her hands and head. 

Violence, which used brute force through one’s hands as a means of inflicting pain, 

suffering, and ultimate death was noted in several cases below. This can be seen with the words: 
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‘bludgeoned,’ and ‘strangulation.’ An example of the use of hands is Adaly Tellez Johnson: 

KRGV 5 News (2017e, October 3) reported: ...the victim was bludgeoned to death at a home on 

Brittney Street near Penitas. The other news, being reported a day and two before KRGV 5 news 

report did not report the cause of death. Telemundo 40 McAllen (2017e, October 1) reported: 

Hasta el momento, se esperan los resultados de la autopsia para determinar la causes exactas de 

su muerte (The results of the autopsy are awaited to determine the exact causes of death. CBS 4 

News (2017, October 2) reported: that Justice of the Peace Luis Garza declared her dead and 

ordered an autopsy. Fox News South Texas (2017d, October 3) reported: No word on how 

Johnson died, however, sheriffs are treating the death as a homicide. 

Another example of the use of hands is: 

Melinda Ann Garza: CBS 4 News (2018d, August 21) reported: Police later located a 

body in the bedroom facing down that was unresponsive...the autopsy confirmed the cause of 

death as strangulation and blunt trauma to the head. A year later, Cepeda (2019) reported: that 

Garza, who, according to court documents, confessed to strangling and killing 41-year-old 

Melinda Ann Garza... 

Another issue surrounding the violence is the pain indicated, inflicted, or used on the 

victim. This is demonstrated by, ‘señales de tortura’ (signs of torture), ‘trauma to her face,’ 

‘screaming,’ ‘ran,’ ‘deserve to live,’ ‘signs of foul play,’ ‘kidnapped,’ ‘shooting at anyone’ 

‘running,’ ‘standoff’ and ‘ongoing sexual assault.’ 

An example of the use of pain indicated, inflicted, or used on the victim is: 

Yaredi Reyes Juarez: CBS 4 News (2018a, April 20) reported: “...he walks in the door 

and starts basically shooting at anyone he can. Everybody starts running everywhere...That’s 
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when I realized something was happening, ‘Oh, he’s going to hit her.’...I’m going towards him, 

that’s when he pulls the gun up and starts shooting at my sister three times in the head. 

Asher (2018b) news article presented the violence as a ‘standoff.’ Police now suspect a 

Harlingen man shot and killed his common-law wife during a standoff...were able to get several 

people out of the house safely before the standoff ended around...hostage negotiators arrived on 

the scene and attempted to make contact with the man...SWAT team made entry...found Galarza 

and Yaredi Reyes, both deceased. 

An example of the most pain indicated, inflicted, or used on the victim is: 

Mary Lou Dominguez: Telemundo 40 (2015b, April 17) reported: El cuerpo de la mujer 

fue hallado...dentro de un automóvil abandonado en un estacionamento cercano al Puente 

Internacional de Hidalgo. Según la policía, el cuerpo de la fémina presentaba señales de tortura 

(The woman’s body was found...inside an abandoned car in a parking lot near the Hidalgo 

International Bridge. According to the police, the body of the female showed signs of torture). 

Custer (2015b) reports a description of the inflicted pain experienced by the victim: ...stabbed 

and abandoned in a car...Police found the women under the floorboard of a vehicle parked by the 

Hidalgo-Reynosa bridge...She had partial laceration on the left side of her neck and a puncture 

wound to her throat. Trauma to her face...This was later reported on April 16, 2015, by Custer 

(2015d): The woman had a partial laceration on the left side of her neck and a puncture wound to 

her throat. 

Relationship between Victim and Perpetrator 

In all 23 IPF cases, the perpetrator was known by the victims. The most common 

relationships between the perpetrator and the victim were husband-wife (26%) and boyfriend- 
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girlfriend (26%). The least common relationships were estranged/separated (13%) and common- 

law husband-wife (8.7%). In two cases, there was an inconsistency in the relationship between 

the victim and the perpetrator. Upon review, the violence experienced between husband and 

wife, and boyfriend and girlfriend were noted to use different words in reporting by the news 

media. However, the word usage for estranged/separated and common-law relationships was 

similar in reporting by the news media. The words repeated for married couples were, ‘killed,’ 

‘gunshot wound(s),’ ‘shot,’ and ‘dead’. The words repeated for boyfriend and girlfriend were, 

‘stabbed/stabbing,’ ‘stab wounds,’ and ‘killed.’ In many of the cases, violence in 

estranged/separated and common law violence is noted by the news media with the words, 

‘shot/shooting,’ and ‘gunshot.’ Please see Table 1 below. 

Table 1. Type of Violence in IPF 
Gunshot 
Wounds 

Shot Dead Stabbed/Stabbing Stab 
wounds 

Killed Gunshot Shot/ 
shooting 

9 11 14 10 8 8 7 20 
N= 23 IPV Cases 

The relationship differed in TCFV, news reports, and news articles, however, it is evident 

that the perpetrator was known to the victim. 

An example of a husband-wife relationship is noted: 

Glenda Wood: CBS 4 News (2016c, April 11) reports the relationship of the victim and 

the perpetrator as They are husband and wife, 80-year-old Glenna Jean Wood and 81-year-old 

Gerald Wood. 

An example of a girlfriend-boyfriend relationship can be displayed like this: 

Maria Isabel Hernandez: Torres (2017) presents the victim’s relationship as: A Mission 

man has been charged with murder...confessed to killing his girlfriend...Tovar, had beaten up his 
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girlfriend and possibly killed her. On October 9th, 2017, Valley Central reported again that: 

...her son has beaten up his girlfriend and possibly killed her. In two reports from 2018a&b 

(January 18 and February 28), Valley Central reports again on the relationship: Tovar was 

arrested...for allegedly beating his girlfriend to death..., and [a] mission man may face life in 

prison for the murder of his girlfriend. However, in a report by Telemundo 40 (2017d, October 

9) the relationship is only reported as: ...hombre acusado de provocarle la muerte a su

pareja...Tovar Jr. Fue indentificado...responsable de...la muerte a su pareja (A man accused of 

causing the death of his partner... Tovar Jr. Was identified...responsible for casuing the death of 

his partner). 

An example of a common-law husband-wife relationship can be displayed like this: 

Maria Gallegos: CBS 4 News (2016a, August 17) states the relationship between the 

victim and perpetrator as: ...Man charged with murder Thursday...after his common-law wife 

was found dead inside their Edinburg home. In three reports from Telemundo 40, there is an 

inconsistency in the relationship between the victim and perpetrator. On August 18, 2016b, a day 

after the victims' death, the report states: Las autoridades lo identificaron como la pareja de la 

mujer asesinada...fue identificado por las autoridades como William P. Fletcher...y pareja de 

Gallegos (Authorities identified him as the partner of the murdered woman...identified by 

authorities as William P. Flethcer...Gallegos’ partner). The second report was made two days 

after her death, stating: ...el sospechoso del asesinato de Gallegos es su esposo William P. 

Flethcer, de 41 años (the suspect in Gallegos’s murder is her husband William P. Flethcher, 41 

years old) (Telemundo 40, 2016c, August 19). 

The first report, being made the same day of the victims' death, only reports where the 

crime took place. La oficina del Shérif del condado Hidalgo see encuentra investigando un 
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homicidio, luego queue el cadáver de una mujer fue hallado dentro de un hogar...la víctima fue 

idnetifíada como María Gallegos, de 45 años y residente de Edinburg (The Hidalgo County 

Sheriff’s Office is investigating a homicide after the body of a woman was found inside a 

home...the victim was identified as Maria Gallegos, 45, of Edinburg) (Telemundo 40, 2016a, 

August 17). After almost a year of the victim’s death, Castro- Zazueta's (2017) news article 

focuses on the reasoning behind Williams’ 50 year sentence, the news article states the 

relationship of the victim and perpetrator as Edinburg man gets 55 years for wife’s murder...he 

agreed to plead guilty to murdering his wife last summer...Edinburg man admitted to killing his 

common-law wife Maria Gallegos...in a jealous rage...Fletcher...made incriminating 

statements...in the murder of his wife. 

An example of an estranged or separated relationship can be displayed like this: 

Yolanda De Anda: CBS 4 News (2016b, April 4) displays the victims' relationship to the 

perpetrator as: Officers detained her husband, 50-year-old Daniel De Anda, after the fatal 

shooting. They had been separated for the past year. Another report made on April 5th, 2016a, 

by Flores states Children devastated after husband charged with fatally shooting his wife in 

Weslaco... Investigators believe Daniel De Anda shot and killed his estranged wife, 49-years- 

old Yolanda De Anda. A different report released that same day, April 5th, 2016b, reports the 

exact statement. The difference between both reports is that one provides a statement by the 

victim’s children and the other provides a detailed report of where Daniel was arrested (Flores, 

2016b). 

Another report released also on April 5th, 2016, summarizes the previous reports 

mentioned: The suspect, De Anda’s estranged husband, Daniel De Anda, was detained two 

blocks away from the scene of the crime shortly after...the man confessed to shooting his wife 
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(Valley Central). The Txadops (2016) article made a similar report of the victim’s relationship 

with the perpetrator: A domestic dispute turned deadly...50-year-old man shot his wife in the 

head then fled the scene...Her husband, Daniel De Anda, was found about three blocks from the 

scene...The couple had been separated for about one year. 

Gendered Crime 

A possible cause of IPF as outlined by the data was described as a crime of passion. 

Based on the data gathered from the news reports and news articles, about 30.43% of the 

victim’s deaths were a result of cheating accusations and jealousy. One case reported that 

reporting sexual violence in the home to the police was a result of IPF. The other 69% of the 

cases do not actively provide a reason for IPF but are noted to be family violence-related deaths 

on the death reports. 

An example of IPF was demonstrated like this: 

Maria Velasquez: Valley Central (2017a, January 17) reports the type of crime as: “I had 

to kill her. I couldn’t kill him because he ran. But I would’ve killed him too.” During the 

arraignment, 62-year-old Angel Bolaños Vasquez confessed to killing his girlfriend. He said he 

caught her cheating on him with another man inside their home. Telemundo 40 (2017a, January 

17) also reports the type of crime as: Al presentarse frente a un juez, Bolaños Vasquez confesó

haber matado a su esposa porque le fue infiel. Las autoridades creen que el motivo del asesinato 

es de violencia doméstica (When appearing in front of a judge, Bolaños Vasquez confessed to 

having killed his wife because she was unfaithful to him. Authorities believe the motive for the 

murder is domestic violence). A report made on October 8th, 2019b, by Marley, states that: 
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Vasquez said he caught his girlfriend sleeping with another man and had to kill her. 

Investigators say he stabbed her 14 times. 

Another example of gendered crime is: 

Nora Conde Villalobos: Del Valle (2017b) stated: Family believes jealousy led to 

Willacy County Woman’s murder... “She told me she was tired of him being jealous, getting 

mad, getting into fights,” she said. “He was very jealous. She couldn’t even look at anyone. He 

stole things from her--her phone, her laptop.” Other news articles and news reports speak about 

violence, investigation, and the perpetrator. 

Telemundo 40 (2017b, April 25) reports: Ya se cumple una semana desde que la familia 

de Nora Conde Villalobos supo de ella...reportaron a las autoridades de su desaparición en la 

noche del Martes, 18 de Abril (It has been a week since Nora onde Villalobos’ family found out 

about her...they reported disappearance to the authorities on the night of Tuesday, April 18). 

CBS 4 News (2017b, May 24) stated: A body found near Delta Lake Tuesday morning has been 

identified as a missing Raymondville woman. Fox South Texas (2017b, May 25) reported: After 

a month of searching...her family is now grieving her loss, but police are still putting together 

pieces about what happened to her...Juan Manuel Tobias, Jr. was the last person to be in contact 

with Villalobos. 

Sexual Violence 

From the data, sexual violence often takes place as a result of anger, control, power, and 

dominance over the victim. In the case of Magdalena Cantu, based on the data collected, Saul 

(the perpetrator), raped Magdalenas’ daughter as a compromise between him and Magdalena 

after finding out Magdalena had cheated on him. Magdalena’s daughter's victimization lasted 
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about six years (14 years old to 19 years old) as a result of a male's desire for power, control, 

anger, and dominance. 

The case of sexual violence is presented by Villalobos (2019) report as Chief Torres says 

on Dec. 6th, four days before the bodies were found, Rebekah visited the police department to 

report a case of sexual abuse against Saul Ramon Avila, which is believed to have been ongoing 

since 2014, when Avila first entered in a relationship with Magdalena Cantu. Avila found out 

about Rebekah’s visit and began making threatening phone calls to family members. The day 

before...the bodies were found, Rebekah was supposed to return to the police department to file 

a report. 

In another report, Marley (2019a) stated: that Torres (Edinburg Chief Police) said he 

believes this started with a claim of ongoing sexual assault filed by Rebecca against Avila, who 

she said was her stepfather, back on December 6. Rebecca stated to police that she had been 

continuously sexually assaulted since she was 14 ...... she didn’t want to file charges. He said an 

investigator reached out to her and she again said she didn’t want to file charges because her 

family was there. The investigator asked if she could come to the police department, but she said 

she couldn’t because her son had a doctor’s appointment. Rebecca then told police that she 

would call later to let the Investigator [sic] know when she could come in but didn't state when. 

Police said on Friday, December 6, Child Protective Services went to the apartment at 5:45 p.m. 

and spoke with Rebekah and Magdalena. The CPS case manager said they were informed of the 

safety plan for her and her child and stated that Avila wasn’t coming back. 

Moreover, Gonzalez (2019) also reported: According to Torres, the mother, Magdalena 

Cantu, not only knew of the sexual relationship but allowed it since Rebecca was 14 years old

........ Multiple attempted [sic] were made to contact her and explain why they needed her to 
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finish the report...CPS investigators...told Magdalena that her boyfriend, Avila, was no longer 

allowed inside the home. According to relative [sic], Avila was outraged. Fox South Texas 

(2019b, December 18) also reported: “Rebecca, showed up to the Edinburg police department to 

report an ongoing sexual assault...” It was revealed that Rebecca went to the police station to file 

a sexual assault report on December 6th against her mother’s boyfriend who was also her three- 

year-old's father. She did not follow through on her complaint. 

A report made by Rodriguez (2019) stated: ...Rebecca Cantú acudió al departamento de 

policía el 6 de diciembre para reportar un caso de agresión sexual en el que acusó a si padrasto, 

Saúl Ramón Ávila, de abusar sexualmente de ella desde que tenía 14 años...Luego el 

investigador se comunicó con Rebecca para que acudiera al departamento de policía, pero que 

no pudo ir...El lunes, 9 de diciembre el investigador asignado al caso se comunicó con Rebecca, 

pero no contestó...Al día siguiente...una enfermera reportando sobre la muerte de tres personas... 

(Rebecca Cantú went to the police department on December 6 to report a case of sexual assault 

in which she accused her stepfather, Saúl Ramón Ávila, of sexually abusing her since she was 14 

years old...The investigator then contacted Rebecca to go to the police, but she was unable 

to...On Monday, December 9, the investigator assigned to the case contacted Rebecca, but did 

not answer the call...The next day...a nurse reporting the deaths of three people...). 

The case of Magdalena Cantu is important as all three media sources (TCFV, the news 

reports, and news articles) provide a storyline of IPF and how the criminal justice system failed 

to protect the victims. The news articles and reports speak about the sexual violence experienced 

by Rebecca, Magdalena’s daughter, by Saul Magdalena’s boyfriend. Gonzalez (2019) states that 

Magdalena was aware of the sexual abuse experienced by her daughter Rebecca and noted how 

Magdalena ‘allowed’ the violence since Rebecca was 14 years old. After 5 years of being 
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sexually abused Rebecca reported her victimization to the Edinburg Police. However, although 

law enforcement was aware of Rebecca’s case, because Rebecca pressed no charges, the police 

did not make an arrest nor use any method to prevent IPF. 

Narrative of Violence 

The history of IPV was possibly found to be a cause of femicide by the news based on the 

data obtained from the TCFV, news reports, and news articles, about media reporting. About 

13% of the victims had experienced IPV before IPF and about 17.4% of the perpetrators had a 

history of violence against past partners and the victim. In reviewing the cases of IPF from the 

TCFV the history of both IPV against the victim and other intimate partners is noted. Leaving 

and attempting to leave the perpetrator was not a leading factor of IPF. 

Only one case out of 23 was reported in a timeline frame with the victim attempting to 

leave the perpetrator before the femicide. In three cases, the victim was separated from the 

perpetrator before IPF. IPF cases were found to most likely take place in the home of both the 

victim and the perpetrator. Out of the 23 cases, 20 of the victims were killed in their homes. The 

location of where the victim was killed was not determined and presented in the news report and 

news articles for three cases. Reports of previous IPV to the police and failure to prevent 

femicide were not presented in the news articles and reports, except for one case, Magdalena 

Cantu’s. 

Samantha Marie Cantu’s narrative presented by The TCFV presented IPV history as 

Mancilla [boyfriend] has a history of violence against Samantha and extensive previous 

history of violence against former partners, including a felony conviction for aggravated 

assault for which he received a sentence of five years in prison in 2021. Hernandez (2019) 
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reported: ...Mancilla [boyfriend] had a history of abusing women, including his ex-girlfriend 

[Samantha Marie Garcia]. “He would fight her, punch her and she was pregnant at that time,’ 

Huerta said. “So many people are telling me on Facebook he would beat them or beat their 

sister when they dated him.” 

Other news reports speak about the violence experienced by the victim at the hands of the 

perpetrator. KRGV 5 News (2019a, February 27) reported: Police arrested the man at an 

international bridge Wednesday afternoon...That’s where they discovered an unresponsive 

female who was pronounced dead at the scene. Two days after the death of the victim, CBS 4 

News (2019, February 27) stated: A preliminary autopsy report has revealed Cantu died from a 

single stab wound to her chest... 

Another example is the narrative of Nora Conde Villalobos: Del Valle (2017b) reported 

the history of IPV as: “Family believes jealousy led to Willacy County Woman’s murder... “She 

told me she was tired of him being jealous, getting mad, getting into fights,” she said. “He was 

very jealous. She couldn’t even look at anyone. He stole things from her--her phone, her laptop.” 

Violence marred the year-long relationship, she said. “It wasn’t the first time...” referring to 

Tobia’s history of domestic violence. “The police had been called there a few times.” Fox South 

Texas (2017b, May 25) stated that: While family members could not tell us about the type of 

relationship Villalobos and Tobias had police say, they did respond on several occasions to their 

home for various reasons. The TCFV does not speak about the history of IPV experienced by the 

victim, the narrative only presents the perpetrator’s previous history of IPV: Tobia [boyfriend] 

has a history of domestic violence. 

Melinda Ann Garza’s case presents the perpetrator’s IPV criminal history: Garza has a 

history of violence against Melinda and previous partners. At the time, Garza was serving a 
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ten-year probation sentence for two previous domestic violence charges against two different 

girlfriends. CBS 4 News (2018b, August 23) reported: Garza...was on probation for a 2015 

assault family/household member charge. A report by CBS 4 News (2018c, August 21) stated: 

Police went through the house, and everything was ok until they reached the last bedroom 

door...Police later located a body in the bedroom facing down and was unresponsive. An 

ambulance was called, and the victim didn’t have a pulse, according to the documents...The 

documents stated that the autopsy confirmed the cause [sic] of death as strangulation and blunt 

force trauma to the head. 

Another example of the perpetrator’s IPV criminal history is: 

Maria Isabel Hernandez: Texas Council on Family Violence (2017) reported: Tovar has a 

history of assault and family violence charges. KRGV 5 news, Valley Central, and Telemundo 

40 do not report the perpetrator IPV criminal history. The reports found focus in presenting the 

case of violence. KRGV 5 news (2017f, October 7) reported: A man is charged with first-degree 

murder in connection to a homicide Friday in Palmview. Telemundo 40 (2017d, October 9) 

reported: La Policía de Palmview tiene bajo custodia a un hombre acusado de provocarle la 

muerte a su pareja en un incidente registrado el viernes en una casa móvil ubicada en el área de 

G and G Dr. y la calle Goodwin...Tovar Jr. fue identificado como el presunto responsible de 

causarle la muerte a si pareja, María Isabel Hernández, golpeándola con un bate en repetidas 

ocasiones (Palmview Police are in custody of a man accused of causing the death of his partner 

in an incident recorded Friday at a mobile home located in the area of G and G Dr. and Goodwin 

Street... Tovar Jr. was identified as the person allegedly responsible for causing the death of his 

partner, María Isabel Hernández, repeatedly hitting her with a bat, according to Palmview 

Police). 
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Torres (2017) reported that: Investigation began after a woman filed a report at the 

Palmview Police Department claiming that her son, later identified as Tovar, had beaten up his 

girlfriend and possibly killed her...Police found an unresponsive female, later identified as 

Hernandez, in the rear bedroom of the trailer. A year later, Valley Central (2018b, January 18) 

reported: A Mission man may face life in prison for the murder of his girlfriend...He was arrested 

in October for allegedly beating his girlfriend to death with a baseball bat. 

As aforementioned, violence occurs in the majority of the victims' homes. An example of 

the violence happening in the victim's home is: 

Maria Guadalupe Sobrevilla: Ortiz (2016) reported the location of where the victim was 

killed at about 2 p.m., deputies responded to a home located at the 1600 block of Monte Suma 

Dr. to a report of gunshots fired. 

Another example of the crime happening in the victim's home is: 

Sandra Durbin: Valley Central (2017d, May 10) stated: The identities of two people 

found dead inside their Lasara home have been released. Another report from CBS 4 News 

stated (2017f, May 29): A man and a woman were found dead Monday in Lasara. A visitor 

found the man and the woman dead at a home in Lasara. KRGV 5 News (2017c, May 9) also 

reported: Authorities responded to a home on County Road 2800, east of FM 88 Monday 

afternoon where they found two bodies. Fox South Texas (2017a, May 9) stated: Lasara- A man 

and woman are found dead inside a home. Telemundo 40 (2017c, May 9) confirms the location 

of the IPF: Los Texas Ranger están investigando el hallazgo de dos cuerpos en una residencia en 

la ciudad de Lasara, ubicada en el Condado Willacy (The Texas Rangers are investigating the 

discovery of two bodies in a residence in the city of Lasara, located in Willacy County). Del 
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Valle (2017a, May 9) also reported: that Donald and Sandra Durbin were found dead Monday 

afternoon in their home west of Lasara, Willacy County Sheriff Larry Spence said yesterday. 

In cases where violence occurs outside of the home, sometimes it is impossible to know 

where the victim lives. An example of an unknown location where IPF took place is: 

Marta Beatriz Adams: TCFV reports: Terry Adams, 67, killed his wife Marta in his home 

in McAllen, however, this is not confirmed by the news article. KRGV 5 News (2017b, May 2) 

reported: The body of 53-year-old Marta Beatriz Adams from El Salvador was found in the bay 

area Sunday afternoon. The woman’s son-in-law...was charged with murder...police searched a 

mobile home in McAllen on Monday where Jordan was said to reside...it’s unclear if Adams was 

dead or alive when she was thrown into the water. 

Another example of an unknown location where IPF took place is: 

Paola Lopez: TCFV does not report where the victim was killed by the perpetrator. Fox 

South Texas (2017c, September 6) only reports: Police found a woman bleeding from a serious 

wound to the head, the incident happened on the 2300 block of Santa Helena Street. It is 

unknown where the incident took place. 

In situations when violence occurs, the victim as reported by findings is trying to leave. 

An example of the victim separating or attempting to leave the perpetrator is: 

Nora Conde Villalobos: Del Valle (2017b) stated: Conde said she believes her sister’s 

plans to leave Tobias led to him to kill her. News reports did not report any information 

regarding Nora’s attempt to leave the perpetrator. 

Another example of the victim separating or attempting to leave the perpetrator is: 
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Yolanda De Anda: CBS 4 News (2016b, April 4) reported: They had been separated for 

the past year, said Sgt. Bernie Garza, a spokesman for the Weslaco Police Department. In a 

different report, Flores (2016a) stated: Members of the De Anda family told CBS 4 News that 

Daniel and Yolanda had separated about two years ago. Txadops (2016) reported that: The couple 

had been separated for about one year. 

Inconsistencies from Narratives 

The inconsistencies presented in the TCFV narratives, news reports, and news articles 

were the amount of time the victim had separated from the perpetrator, and the date the victim 

was pronounced dead. There were only two cases out of the 23 cases that reported each 

inconsistency. The first is Yolanda De Anada’s case, and the second is Magdalena Cantu’s case. 

For the Yolanda De Anda’s case, the TCFV (2016) stated: Yolanda had separated from 

De Anda two years prior to the shooting. CBS 4 News (2016b, April 4) reported: They had been 

separated for the past year, said Sgt. Bernie Garza, a spokesman for the Weslaco Police 

Department. In a different report, Flores (2016a, April 5) stated: Members of the De Anda family 

told CBS 4 News that Daniel and Yolanda had separated about two years ago. Txadops (2016) 

reported that: The couple had been separated for about one year. 

In the case of Magdalena Cantu, the Texas Council on Family Violence narrative 

reported the date of death as December 19, 2019. On December 18, 2019, Villalobos reported: 

new details in the triple homicide case that occurred on Dec. 10...Chief Torres says on Dec. 6th, 

four days before the bodies were found. In another report, Marley (2019a, December 19) 

reported: Edinburg police have released new details on the December 10 murder-suicide. 

Gonzalez (2019) also reported: The bodies of Rebecca Lee Cantu, 19, her mother, Magdalena 
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Andrade-Cantu, 48 and a home health care provider, Aaron Cortez, 30, were 

discovered...Tuesday, Dec. 10, according to records obtained by CHANNEL 5 NEWS. On 

December 18, 2019, Gonzalez reported: On Dec. 6, four days prior to the murders. Rodríguez 

(2019) also reported: ...dio conocer más detalles sobre un triple homicidio-suicidio que ocurrió 

el 10 de diciembre en una residencia ubicada sobre la cuadra 300 al oeste de la calle Kuhn 

(released more details about a triple homicide-suicide that occurred on December 10 at a 

residence located on teh 300 block west of Kuhn Street). Jimenez (2019) news article stated: 

Their bodies were found inside Apt. 5 at 301 W. Kuhn Drove on Dec 10 after 9-1-1 call police 

received at 6:49 a.m. 

Research Question Two 

The second research question was: How is IPF reported by the news media? To answer 

research question two, the researcher reviewed the news articles and news reports to analyze how 

the case of IPF is reported. Several themes arose from the news articles and news reports, they 

were: 

• Sensationalized frame of violence

• The focus on the victim as a woman, and not the full history of violence

• The violence discussed or not discussed

Sensationalized Frame of Violence 

Each IPF case reported by the news reports and news articles presents violence against 

the victim in the headlines to sensationalize what happened to the victim. In the news reports, the 

most common terms used in the headlines were, ‘murder’ and ‘murdering,’ both used 22 times in 

different headlines. Other common terms were, ‘homicide/homicidio’ (used 13 times), ‘murder- 
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suicide’ (used 10 times), ‘death/muerte’ (used 9 times), ‘killed’ and ‘killing’ (both used 8 times), 

‘dead’ (used 7 times), ‘shot’ and ‘shooting’ (both used 6 times), and ‘body’ (used 5 times). The 

most common terms used in the headlines for news articles were ‘murder’ and ‘murdering’ both 

used about 4 times, as well as ‘domestic dispute’ and ‘deadly,’ both 4 times. The least common 

terms used were ‘death,’ ‘kill,’ ‘missing,’ and ‘homicide,’ each mentioned at least once in the 

headlines. 

Examples of Sensationalized headlines in the news reports were: 

• ‘Found dead under vehicle floorboard’ (Custer, 2015b).

• ‘Elementary teacher allegedly murdered by son’s father, suspect in custody’ (Valley

Central, 2017c, November 14).

• ‘Revelan detalles violentos de asesinato de mujer en Edinburg (Violent details of

Edinburg woman’s murder revealed)’ (Telemundo 40, 2016c, August 19).

• ‘Womans body found in Penitas home’ (Fox South Texas, 2017d, October 3).

Examples of Sensationalized headlines in the newspapers were: 

• ‘Murder Suspect who ‘fell through the cracks’ sent to state mental hospital’ (Reagan,

2021b).

• ‘Man kills wife, teen, himself’ (The Valley Morning Star, 2018, January 28).

• ‘Police: Domestic dispute turns deadly in Weslaco’ (Txadops, 2016).

• ‘Mother, daughter, were stabbed in neck during Edinburg triple homicide’ (Jimenez,

2019)

As presented, the headlines used for both the news reports and news articles portray what

happened to either the victim(s) or the perpetrator. However, based on the limited retrieval of 



52 

data from the news articles, the news reports provided a more explicit storyline of the violence 

experienced by the victim than the news articles. The reports describe how the victim died, 

where and how the victim was found, to sensationalize the violence. To provide a clear image of 

the victims' death, words like ‘murdered,’ ‘abandoned,’ ‘body found,’ ‘strong,’ ‘detalles 

violentos (violent details),’ ‘shot dead,’ ‘beating girlfriend,’ ‘bleeding from the chest,’ ‘domestic 

dispute,’ and ‘quadruple homicide.’ 

An example of how violence is experienced: 

Jessica Cortina: Valley Central (2017c, November 14) experienced the violence as 36- 

year-old Jessica Cortina was allegedly killed by her son’s father, 39-year-old Alvaro Mata Jr. 

Sheriff Lucio stated that the 17-year-old son called 9-1-1 when his mother came into his room 

bleeding from the chest. Alvaro Mata Jr. ‘told the boy to get out and he continued to shoot his 

wife’ according to Sheriff Lucio. In a report from 2019, Garcia and CBS 4 News reported: His 

children witnessed their mother’s shooting. According to testimony, before Mata killed his 

wife he asked her, ‘do you think you deserve to live?” Fox News South Texas (2017e, 

November 14) also stated: ...Jessica Cortina after she was allegedly shot in the chest by her 

husband...the son described how his mother entered his bedroom asking for help. The son told 

the investigator it was moments later that his mother came in [sic] his room. He described his 

mother’s wounds to the chest, which led to her bleeding out, leaving her unconscious. 

Asher (2018a) also displayed violence similar to the news reports in his news article. The 

article reported: Cortina ran into her 17-year-old son’s room asking for him to call 911 because 

his father was going to kill her. Mata allegedly shot her in front of the son, just as she feared. 

She apparently was already dead when officers, responding to a domestic violence call, reached 

the home, Lucio said at the time. Another report by Garcia (2017) reported: A fight 
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between a husband and wife turned into tragedy late Monday night... ‘It happened inside the 

home. It happened in the bedroom and she was shot in front of their 17-year-old son,’ Cameron 

County Sheriff Omar Lucio, at a press conference yesterday. 

Another example of how violence is experienced is: 

Magdalena Cantu: Marley (2019a) displayed the violence as: The Edinburg Police 

Department just held a press conference this afternoon following a quadruple homicide on 

Tuesday morning...prepared statement during the conference and did not take questions due to 

‘the sensitivity of the investigation.’ Torres said that on Tuesday morning, officers were called 

out to 301 West Kuhn Street after a 911 call of a woman found dead, just after 6:45 a.m., four 

people were found dead. On a report from December 19, 2019, Marley stated: Cortez was found 

in the bathroom, Rebecca was found at the bottom of the stairs to the apartment, and Avila was 

found dead on a bed with a .45 caliber handgun beside him...Torres said they found Magdalena 

Cantu in a laundry room covered by a blanket. However, Jimenez (2019) provided a more 

detailed display of the violence: ...19-year-old Rebecca Lee Cantu died from a ‘gunshot wound 

of head and incised wound of neck.’ Her mother, 48-year-old Magdalena Andrade-Cantu, was 

killed by stab wounds to the neck...Aaron Cortez, 30, a home healthcare provider, died from 

gunshot wounds to the head and neck. Unlike the news reports, Jimenez (2019) stated that the 

victims did not only die from gunshot wounds but also from stab wounds. 

Focus on Victim as Woman, Not Full Violence History 

In about 17 IPF cases the news reports and news articles, the victims were identified 

based on their gender or sex, such as: ‘the woman,’ ‘a female,’ ‘murdered woman,’ ‘lifeless 

woman,’ ‘missing woman,’ and ‘dead woman.’ Victims were also identified based on their age, 
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for example: ‘young woman,’ ‘32-year-old woman dead.’ The least common portrayal of the 

victim was being identified based on the location where the violence took place. More so, the 

lack of a full history of violence was never provided. 

To demonstrate this portrayal of the victim terms like: ‘Raymondville woman,’ and 

‘Willacy County woman’ were used. The use of these terms to identify the victim places greater 

importance on the violence and not the victim. In cases where the victim was known, as either an 

‘elementary teacher’ or a ‘16-year-old student,’ the victim was given more attention to whom she 

was, rather than being viewed as a ‘murdered woman’ or ‘lifeless woman.’ 

An example of identifying the victim based on her gender/sex is: 

Mary Lou Dominguez: Custer (2015b, April 6) uses: Woman found dead under vehicle 

floorboard. After finding a 32-year-old woman dead” [sic] stabbed and abandoned in a 

car...Police found the woman under floorboard of a vehicle parked by the Hidalgo-Reynosa 

bridge, said Hidalgo police, Chief Rudy Espinoza. In another report from April 16, 2015d, the 

victim was referred to as: Police have identified a suspect...murder of a 32-year-old

woman...The woman had a partial laceration on the left side...to her throat. Telemundo 40 

(2015b, April 17) also identifies the victims as: El cuerpo de la mujer fue hallado el pasado 3 de 

abril...el cuerpo de la fémina presentaba señales de tortura (The woman’s body was found on 

April 3...the body of the female showed signs of torture). 

An example of the victim being identified based on age is: 

Santos Berenice Garcia: This case is significant because the violence experienced by the 

victim is not highlighted as IPV/F by the news report and news article. CBS 4 News (2017c, 

January 28) identified the victim as:...16-year-old murder victim played on McAllen High 
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School softball team...man murdered his wife and 16-year-old stepdaughter on Friday night 

before shooting himself. The Valley Morning Star (2017, January 28) also reports: Police said a 

man shot and killed his wife and his 16-year-old stepdaughter...McAllen Independent School 

District officials said they will have grief counselors at McAllen High School....also...at her 

sibling’s schools. 

An example of the victim being portrayed based on location is: 

Nora Conde Villalobos: KRGV 5 News (2017a, April 26) stated: Family members and 

law enforcement are still searching for a missing Raymondville woman. CBS 4 News (2017b, 

May 24) also referred to the victim as: A body found near Delta Lake Tuesday morning has been 

identified as a missing Raymondville woman. Fox News South Texas (2017b, May 25) reported: 

Authorities have released new details in the death of a missing Raymondville woman. The news 

articles also portray the victim based on location, for example, Del Valle (2017b): Boyfriend 

charged in death of missing Raymondville woman; found in lake [sic]. Another report by Del 

Valle (2017c) stated that: Family believes jealousy led to the Willacy County woman’s murder. 

Another example of placing greater importance on who the victim was rather than the act of IPF 

is: 

Jessica Cortina: Valley Central (2017c, November 14), portrays the victim as Elementary 

School Teacher Allegedly Murdered by Son’s Father, Suspect in Custody. In Another report 

from November 14, 2017d, CBS 4 News stated: Investigators arrested the husband of a 

Harlingen elementary school teacher Tuesday – hours after he killed her, according to Cameron 

County Sheriff Omar Lucio. Two years later, Garcia (2019) reported:man 
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will spend the next 50 years behind bars for murdering his wife, Jessica Cortina, who was also an 

elementary teacher at Wilson Elementary School. Fox South Texas (2017e, November 14) also 

reported: Cameron County Sheriffs Say School Teacher Shot and Killed [sic] ....... eldest son 

reported the shooting that took his mother's life ... a well-known teacher at Wilson Elementary 

School in Harlingen [sic]. KRGV 5 News (2017d, November 14) stated: A suspect accused in 

the death of Harlingen teacher is now in custody. 

What is Discussed and Not Discussed about Violence 

The violence experienced by the victim is descriptively presented in most of news reports 

and news articles. The researcher was able to identify how the victim died, where she died, why 

it happened, and who was present when the violence took place. All the victims died as a result 

of IPF, but the history of violence is not addressed by most of the news reports and news articles. 

The issue of IPV and IPF is not presented as an important issue in the RGV in both the news 

reports and news articles. 

An example of the conversation of violence in both the news reports and news articles is: 

Maria Gallegos: CBS 4 News (2016a, August 17) displayed the conversation of violence 

as: He slashed his wife’s throat in a tragic incident of domestic violence,” according to a 

Hidalgo County Sheriff’s Office news release. Maria Gallegos, 45 was found dead by her 20- 

year-old son in her rural Edinburg home Wednesday morning. A report by Telemundo 40 

(2016c, August 19) stated: El Alguacil del condado Hidalgo dio a conocer detalles fuertes y 

violentos .. la víctima identificada como María Gallego de 45 años, presentó laceraciones en 

su cuello y varios apuñalamientos en su cuerpo ...... uno de sus hijos alertó a las autoridades 

cuando la encontró. ... sin señales de vida (The Hidalgo County Sheriff released strong and 
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violent details...the victim, identified as Maria Gallegos, 45, had lacerations on her neck and 

several stabbings on her body...One of her sons alerted authorities when he found her...with no 

signs of life). 

Zazueta-Castro’s (2017) article includes the conversation about violence and what 

happened to the perpetrator after IPF. The article reports: William...sentenced to more than 50 

years in prison...after he agreed to plead guilty to murdering his wife last summer...admitted to 

killing his common-law wife Maria Gallegos...in a jealous rage. The woman’s adult son came 

upon a gruesome scene...when he discovered his mother’s lifeless body in a pool of 

blood...inside her residence in the 71000 block of Terne Avenue, officials said. 

Another example of the conversation of violence is: 

Marta Beatriz Adams: KRGV 5 News (2017b, May 2) stated: The body of 53-year-old 

Marta Beatriz Adams from El Salvador was found in the bay area Sunday afternoon. Police 

searched a mobile home in McAllen...found zip ties and rope similar to what was used in the 

crime...Adams was found with her hands and feet bound together with zip ties and had a piece of 

tape over her mouth. Her body was tied to a rope with two 25-pound metal weights in an attempt 

to keep her underwater, according to the sheriff. 

Research Question Three 

The third research question was: What is the history of violence experienced by the 

victim at the hands of the perpetrator? Data for research question three was limited. The news 

reports and news articles reported the case of IPF and connected the victim's death to a ‘tragic 

incident of domestic violence,’ or a ‘domestic dispute.’ However, about 17.4% of the cases 



58 

reported the perpetrators’ history of IPV criminal charges. Two themes arose for research 

question three: 

• Previous history of IPV

• Previous history of IPV charges

Prior History of IPV 

A full history of IPV and IPF was not presented in all 23 cases through the TCFV. The 

news reports, and news articles added to the standard narrative provided by the TCFV. However, 

most of the cases reported in the news media were presented as a possible ‘domestic dispute’ 

between the victim and the perpetrator. It is also important to note that Latinas are less likely to 

report IPV and IPF to authorities as their victimization is perceived in a private family manner, 

are threatened by the perpetrator, or are scared (Sabina & Swatt, 2015; Reina et al., 2014; 

Edwards, 2004; Serrano, 2003). 

About 13% of cases reported that the victim and perpetrator had a history of IPV. In 

about 9% of the cases, the news reports reported no history of domestic violence reports prior to 

IPF. However, 39.13% of the cases were reported in the news reports and news articles as being 

‘treated as domestic violence,’ or as another ‘tragic incident of domestic violence.’ 

An example of the history of IPV prior to IPF is: 

Samantha Marie Cantu: Hernandez and CBS 4 News (2019) reported: ...Mancilla had a 

history of abusing women, including his ex-girlfriend. “He would fight her, punch her and she 

was pregnant at that time,’ Huerta said. “So many people are telling me on Facebook he would 

beat them or beat their sister when they dated him.” Other news reports speak about the 

violence experienced by the victim in the hands of the perpetrator and what happened to the 
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perpetrator after IPF. KRGV 5 News (2019a, February 27) reported: Police arrested the man at 

an international bridge Wednesday afternoon...That’s where they discovered an unresponsive 

female who was pronounced dead at the scene. Two days after the death of the victim, CBS 4 

News (2019, February 27) stated: A preliminary autopsy report has revealed Cantu died from a 

single stab wound to her chest...they found an unresponsive female. Fox News South Texas 

(2019, February 28) reported: “...He got a million-dollar bond based on his criminal history and 

the offense itself.” 

Another example of a victim experiencing IPV prior to IPF is: 

Nora Conde Villalobos: Del Valle (2017b) reported the history of IPV as: “He was very 

jealous...She couldn’t even look at anyone...” “It wasn’t the first time...” referring to Tobias’s 

history of domestic violence. “The police had been called there a few times.” Fox South Texas 

(2017b, May 25) stated that: While family members could not tell us about the type of 

relationship Villalobos and Tobias had police say, they did respond on several occasions to their 

home for various reasons. 

Prior History of IPV Charges 

In 17.4% of the cases used for this study, the perpetrator had a history of violence against 

past partners and the victim. These cases were also presented as the most serious, in which the 

victim was overkilled by the perpetrator. 

An example of the perpetrator’s IPV criminal history is: 

Melinda Ann Garza: The TCFV reports the perpetrator’s IPV criminal history: Garza has 

a history of violence against Melinda and previous partners. At the time, Garza was serving a ten-

year probation sentence for two previous domestic violence charges against two 
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different girlfriends. CBS 4 News (2018c, August 23) reported: Garza...was on probation for a 

2015 assault family/household member charge. Other news reports and news articles do not 

speak about the perpetrator's history of violence. A report by Cepeda (2019) reported the charges 

the perpetrator was facing after IPF: An Edinburg man charged with murder was sentenced 

Thursday. Another report by CBS 4 News (2018d, August 21) stated: Police went through the 

house, and everything was ok until they reached the last bedroom door...Police later located a 

body in the bedroom facing down and was unresponsive. An ambulance was called and the 

victim didn’t have a pulse, according to the documents...The documents stated that the autopsy 

confirmed the cause [sic] of death as strangulation and blunt force trauma to the head. 

Another example of the perpetrator’s IPV criminal history is: 

Maria Isabel Hernandez: Texas Council on Family Violence (2017) reported: Tovar has a 

history of assault and family violence charges. KRGV 5 news, Local 23 and Channel 4, and 

Telemundo 40 do not report the perpetrator IPV criminal history. The reports found focus in 

presenting the case of violence. KRGV 5 news (2017f, October 7) reported: A man is charged 

with first-degree murder in connection to a homicide Friday in Palmview. Telemundo 40 (2017d, 

October 9) reported: La Policía de Palmview tiene bajo custodia a un hombre acusado de 

provocarle la muerte a su pareja en un incidente registrado el viernes en una casa móvil ubicada 

en el área de G and G Dr. y la calle Goodwin...Tovar Jr. fue identificado como el presunto 

responsible de causarle la muerte a si pareja, María Isabel Hernández, golpeándola con un bate 

en repetidas ocasiones (Palmview Police are in custody of a man accused of causing the death of 

his partner in an incident recorded Friday at a mobile home located in the area of G and G Dr. 

and Goodwin Street... Tovar Jr. was identified as the person allegedly responsible for causing the 
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death of his partner, María Isabel Hernández, repeatedly hitting her with a bat, according to 

Palmview Police). 

Torres (2017) reported that: Investigation began after woman filed a report at the 

Palmview Police Department claiming that her son, later identified as Tovar, had beaten up his 

girlfriend and possibly killed her...Police found an unresponsive female, later identified as 

Hernandez, in the rear bedroom of the trailer. In another report from October 9, 2017a, Valley 

Central reported: A man was charged with murder in connection to a homicide Friday in 

Palmview...mother went to Palmview Police Station to notify police dispatchers that her son has 

beaten up his girlfriend, and possibly killed her. 

A year later, Valley central (2018b, January 18) reported: A Mission man may face life in 

prison for the murder of his girlfriend...He was arrested October for allegedly beating his 

girlfriend to death with a baseball bat. However, on February 28, 2018a, Valley central reported: 

A Mission man facing a murder charge will wait a few more weeks for his day in court. The 

competency evaluation requested by the defense has not been complete...the attorney...were 

granted more time to investigate his mental health records. 

In the case of Magdalena Cantu: 

The sexual violence experienced by Magdalena Cantu’s daughter is presented like this: 

Magdalena Cantu: Villalobos (2019) mentioned Rebecca’s, Magdalena’s daughters 

police report prior to IPF as Chief Torres says on Dec. 6th, four days before the bodies were 

found, Rebekah visited the police department to report a case of sexual abuse against Saul 

Ramon Avila, which is believed to have been ongoing since 2014, when Avila first entered in a 

relationship with Magdalena Cantu. Avila found out about Rebekah’s visit and began making 



62 

threatening phone calls to family members. The day before...the bodies were found, Rebekah 

was supposed to return to the police department to file a report. 

In another report, Marley (2019a) stated: Torres (Edinburg Chief Police) said he believes 

this started with a claim of ongoing sexual assault filed by Rebecca against Avila, who she said 

was her stepfather, back on December 6. Rebecca stated to police that she had been 

continuously sexually assaulted since she was 14 ...... she didn’t want to file charges. He said an 

investigator reached out to her and she again said she didn’t want to file charges because her 

family was there. The investigator asked if he could come to the police department, but she said 

she couldn’t because her son had a doctor’s appointment. Rebecca then told the police that she 

would call later to let the Investigator [sic] know when she could come in but didn't state when. 

Police said on Friday, December 6, Child Protective Services went to the apartment at 5:45 p.m. 

and spoke with Rebekah and Magdalena. The CPS case manager said they were informed of the 

safety plan for her and her child and stated that Avila wasn’t coming back. 

Moreover, Gonzalez (2019) also reported: On Dec. 6, four days prior to the murders, 19- 

year-old Rebecca Lee Cantu arrived to the Edinburg Police Department to file a report against 

her mother’s boyfriend, Saul Ramon Avila, claiming he had continually sexually abused her, 

but then, she retreated. Cantu told officers on Friday, Dec. 6, Avila was abusing her. 

According to Torres, the mother, Magdalena Cantu, not only knew of the sexual relationship but 

allowed it since Rebecca was 14 years old ........... Multiple attempted [sic] were made to contact 

her and explain why they needed her to finish the report...CPS investigators ... told Magdalena 

that her boyfriend, Avila, was no longer allowed inside the home. According to relative [sic], 

Avila was outraged. Fox South Texas (2019b, December 18) also reported: “Rebecca, showed up 

to the Edinburg police department to report an ongoing sexual assault ..... ” It was revealed that 
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Rebecca went to the police station to file a sexual assault report on December 6th against her 

mother’s boyfriend who was also her three-year-old's father. She did not follow through on her 

complaint. 

A report made by Rodriguez (2019), stated: ...Rebecca Cantú acudió al departamento de 

policía el 6 de diciembre para reportar un caso de agresión sexual en el que acusó a si padrasto, 

Saúl Ramón Ávila, de abusar sexualmente de ella desde que tenía 14 años...Luego el 

investigador se comunicó con Rebecca para que acudiera al departamento de policía, pero que no 

pudo ir...El lunes, 9 de diciembre el investigador asignado al caso se comunicó con Rebecca, 

pero no contestó...Al día siguiente...una enfermera reportando sobre la muerte de tres personas... 

(Rebecca Cantú went to the police department on December 6 to report a case of sexual assault 

in which she accused her stepfather, Saúl Ramón Ávila, of sexually abusing her since she was 14 

years old...The investigator then contacted Rebecca to go to the police, but she was unable 

to...On Monday, December 9, the investigator assigned to the case contacted Rebecca, but did 

not answer the call...The next day...a nurse reporting the deaths of three people...). 

Research Question Four 

The fourth research question is: In situations of violence, what happens to the victims’ 

families (i.e., children and relatives) impacted by the death? The researcher was limited to the 

data presented by the news articles and news reports regarding the victims' families (children and 

relatives). 

About 69% of the victims were survived by one or more children. About five cases 

discuss the family and children. In two cases, the victims' children were also murdered and 

injured by the perpetrator. In both cases, the relationship between the perpetrator and the child 
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was ‘step-daughter.’ In two cases the children were left in the care of family members and Child 

Protective Services. With the information provided by the news reports and news articles, three 

of the cases reported the use of GoFundMe by family members to support the children of the 

victim and funeral expenses. 

An example of a child being murdered by the perpetrator is: 

Santos Berenice Garcia: He fatally struck his wife and the 16-year-old before fleeing 

deeper into the home...Pinon fired multiple shots at the 13-year-old but left his twin 4-year-old 

children unharmed (The Valley Morning Star, 2017, January 28). 

Another example of a child being murdered by the perpetrator is: 

Magdalena Cantu: Jimenez (2019) obtained the reports, which state that 19-year-old 

Rebecca Lee Cantu died from a “gunshot wound of head and incised wound of neck.” 

An example of the family using GoFundMe is: 

Samantha Marie Cantu: Cantu’s family is asking for monetary donations to pay for funeral 

expenses. If you would like to donate, you can visit their GoFundMe page and search under 

‘Justice for Samantha” (Fox South Texas, 2019a, February 28). 

Another example of family members using GoFundMe is: 

Magdalena Cantu: Magdalena’s cousin has started a GoFundMe fundraiser for the 

toddler... (Jimenez, 2019). 
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CHAPTER V 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

This chapter summarizes the results of the study. The following section discusses the 

summary findings, research questions, implications, limitations, future research, and conclusion. 

Summary of findings 

The purpose of this study was to explore the narratives of IPF victims from the RGV. 

The findings report conclusions derived from the narratives compiled by the TCFV, news media 

reports from KRGV (Channel 5), Valley Central (local CBS 23 and 4), Telemundo McAllen 

(40), and Fox News South Texas (Fox Channel 67), and news articles from the Brownsville 

Herald (Brownsville, TX), The Monitor (McAllen, TX), and The Valley Morning Star 

(Harlingen, TX). The sample consisted of 23 IPF narratives from the RGV reported by the Texas 

Council on Family Violence from the years 2015 to 2019. The narratives are released a year after 

the victims' death during DV Awareness Month. Both news reports and news articles discuss the 

case of IPF on average of two weeks to one day. Because the data collected was from 2015 to 

2019, the news reports and news articles available were limited to the researcher as they 

accessed the news media through online efforts. The use of specific news media also limited the 

researcher to which data could be used for this study. Hollingshead (2012) states that using wider 

media sources provides the research with more data on a specific issue and provides a wider time 

frame. The analysis sought to identify common and distinct meanings evaluated from the data. 

Using the methodology of ethnographic content analysis provides a way to analyze multiple 
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news media sources to review the full story of the violence experienced by victims of 

IPF. Based on the literature review and the data selected for this study, four research questions 

were selected to address the problem of IPF. 

Research question one 

The first research question addressed the narrative of violence presented in the case of 

IPF in the RGV. Based on the findings for IPF in the RGV, this form of violence predominantly 

affects women between the ages of 30 and 54 years old. This age group of women was more 

likely to experience IPF compared to younger and elderly women (Rivara et al., 2009; Rennison, 

2001). The present study does not provide evidence supporting why this age group of women is 

more likely to experience IPF. However, Pathak, Dhairyawan, and Tariq (2019) found that 

women victims of IPV, older than 45 years of age are likely to experience poor mental health 

issues. These issues are likely to impact the victims’ prolonged IPV which can be a factor of IPF. 

The violence used against the victim differed in the use of a weapon and the use of hands. 

Based on the data collected from the local news reports and news articles the most common use 

of violence was the use of a weapon (92%), in which the victim was either ‘shot,’ ‘stabbed,’ or 

‘slashed.’ The least common use of violence was the use of hands (28%) in which the victims 

were ‘bludgeoned’ and strangled.  Previous research found that in 4,788 IP homicides majority 

of the victims were shot and killed with a knife. 2,515 of the victims for that study were killed 

with a handgun, husbands were 232 more times likely to use a gun in IPH (Eastman, 2006). The 

Texas Gunsense (2020) reported that of 228 victims of IPF, 67% were killed with a firearm. The 

majority of the victims consisted of women being killed by a man (more than 90% of the 

victims). 
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Moreover, based on the collected data, the most common relationship between the 

perpetrator and the victim was both husband-wife and boyfriend-girlfriend. In 2018, the 

Violence Policy Center (2020) found that victims of IPF are four times more likely to be 

murdered by a current intimate partner (husband, boyfriend, and other intimate partners) than by 

a non-intimate male stranger. IPF is more common in committed relationships because of male 

exhibiting dominance over the female victim (Gauthier & Bankston, 2004; Wilson & Daly 

1992). 

In the present study of 23 IPF cases, about 30.43% of the victims deaths were a result of a 

crime of passion (i.e., cheating accusations and jealous outrage). Crime of passion, also known 

as sudden passion, is defined as “a crime committed in the ‘heat of passion’ in response to 

provocation.” Crimes considered a crime of passion are those that are not premeditated/planned, 

(i.e., spousal adultery) (Cornell Law School, 2020; Neal Davis Law firm, n.d.). However, the 

crime of passion highlights the structural issues of inequity, sexual violence, and IPV, which 

contribute to the mitigation of male culpability and less prison time in terms of sentencing 

(Chozick, 2019; The Mary Byron Project, 2013). An example of this is the case of Melissa 

Lucio, in which she was sentenced to the death penalty for the murder of her baby, while her 

husband was only sentenced to four years for causing harm to a child (Lozano, 2022). 

Moreover, a mainstream case that made national headline news is that of Lorena Bobbitt, 

a survivor and victim of domestic and sexual violence who presented the issue of the crime of 

passion in terms of gender bias (Chozick, 2019). Lorena Bobbitt castrated her husband's penis 

after he raped her and she had experienced many years of DV. Although Lorena was the victim, 

the public referred to her as “this crazy, jealous lady” and demonstrated more concern for the 

perpetrator’s detached penis than her years of victimization (Chozick, 2019). However, Lorena’s 
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case was one of the many that brought policy change, known as VAWA, to help protect victims 

of DV and sexual violence. 

A true example of a crime of passion is the case of the two brothers (Christian Treviño 

and Alejandro Treviño) and a friend (Juan Eduardo Melendez) who beat their stepfather (Gabriel 

Quintanilla) for sexually assaulting their 9-year-old half-sister in Weslaco, Texas (Lambe, 2022; 

Masso, 2022). After the 9-year-old sister disclosed to her brothers about her victimization, the 

brothers became “enraged and confronted Gabriel Quintanilla” (Lambe, 2022). The perpetrator 

was beaten and left in a farm field alive but later died due to head trauma. This violent crime was 

a result of anger from sexual abuse experienced by the hand of the victim, which was not a 

premeditated crime (Neal Davis Law Firm, n.d.). 

Furthermore, the previous history/narrative of IPV based on the media reporting was not 

able to be demonstrated as a factor of IPF, about 13% of the victims experienced IPV prior to 

IPF and 17.4% of the perpetrators had previous IPV criminal charges against other partners. 

However, 69% of the cases did not provide reasons for IPF. Due to limited news reports and 

news articles available to the researcher, data explaining the appropriate cause of IPF was limited 

(Aroustamian, 2020; Miller, 2016; Hollingshed, 2012; McGucken, 1987). Each of the 23 TCFV 

narratives and the news media described IPF. Cases that reported IPV prior to IPF did not 

emphasize the violence experienced by the victim before her death. Although this study focus is 

on cis-gender heterosexual women, it is important to highlight transgender women are also at 

risk to violence and IPF. Approximately 30 to 50% of transgender individuals have experienced 

some type of IPV in their lifetime (Dottermusch, 2016). However, IPV among transgender 

women places potential victims, even those who are sex workers, in a more vulnerable situation 

of experiencing continuous IPV (Dottermusch, 2016; Greenberg, 2012). Kimberly Avila, a 
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transgender woman and sex worker, who was known to experience violence and mistreatment, 

went missing about 5 years ago in downtown Brownsville, Texas. In this case, law enforcement 

has not investigated Kimberly’s case and has not provided her family with answers on what 

could have happened to her (Garza, 2021). However, her family and friends continue to raise 

awareness of violence against LGBTQ individuals and Kimberly’s case (Find Kimberly Avila, 

2022). 

The present study found two inconsistencies presented by the narratives and the news 

media. The inconsistencies were the amount of time the victim was separated from the 

perpetrator and the date the victim was pronounced dead. Aroustamian (2020), Nwabueze and 

Oduah (2015), and Scheufele & Tewksbury (2007) found that how an issue is presented impacts 

the reader’s understanding of the social issue and its importance. Both inconsistencies may 

impact the perception of violence and the issue of IPF through the misinformation provided by 

both the TCFV narratives and the news media. To resolve and prevent this issue, the news media 

and the TCFV should ensure that the data obtained is true and correct by fact-checking. Another 

viable way is by contacting the source that has information incorrectly, for example, in the case 

of Magdalena Cantu’s date of death, as it is presented after a year of the victim’s death, fact- 

checking should have been completed to present the correct date as the news media reported. 

Research question two 

The second research question examines how IPF is reported by the news media. Through 

the news reports and news articles, the victims' story was sensationalized to demonstrate the 

seriousness of the type of violence experienced by the victim. The meaning of sensationalized is 

how the news media overemphasized the story of the violence. Both news media sources provide 

a descriptive image of the violence used against the victim through specific word usage (i.e., 
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murder, stabbed, and deadly) to sensationalize the violence experienced. Sensationalism is a 

writing strategy used in news media to invoke emotion and attract readers (Vanacore, 2021; 

Udeze & Uzuegbunam, 2013) 

The most common words used in various headlines were ‘murder’ and ‘murdering’ (22 

times), ‘homicide/homicidio’ (13 times). To provide an explicit description of the violence, the 

most common words used were ‘murdered,’ ‘abandoned,’ ‘body found,’ ‘strong,’ ‘detalles 

violentos (violent details),’ ‘shot dead,’ ‘beating girlfriend,’ ‘bleeding from the chest,’ ‘domestic 

dispute,’ and ‘quadruple homicide.’ Entman (1993) found that an analysis of framing of stories 

to demonstrate how the news media focuses on one important issue or specific topic to 

sensationalize the writing. This is also supported by other researchers (Wu, 2021; Frame analysis 

communication, 1977). The use of specific words by the news media, either in the headlines or in 

the report/article, impacts what the reader thinks about and portrays from the information that is 

provided (Aroustamian, 2020; Nwabueze & Oduah, 2015; Scheufele & Tewksbury, 2007). This 

is referred to as the agenda-setting frame which explains why the media emphasizes a certain 

topic or story over others. Moreover, it also highlights how important the issue becomes or is to 

the reader’s recall (Nwabueze & Oduah, 2015; Scheufele & Tewksbury, 2007). 

Furthermore, literature has found both IPV and IPF a major public health issue that 

violates women’s rights (Domonoske, 2017; WHO, 2002). The present study found that a 

considerable number (73.91%) of news reports and news articles focused on the victim as a 

woman and not the issue of IPF in the RGV and the nature of IPV. This can be found in 

Presenting a specific aspect of the victim, such as their sexual orientation, where they lived, and 

their career which diminishes the victim's identity and who she was. Miller (2016) presents this 

issue by displaying the word usage by the media when speaking of undocumented people. He 
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explains how terms like, ‘alien,’ illegal immigrant,’ and other similar terms diminish their 

identity. This presentation of the victim impacts the issue presented to the public, primarily 

focusing on the death of a woman, and not presenting the issue of IPV and IPF (Aroustamian, 

2020; Nwabueze & Oduah, 2015; Scheufele & Tewksbury, 2007). 

However, based on the conversation about the violence presented by the news media and 

news reports, the researcher was able to conclude and reaffirm that all victims died as a result of 

IPF which is highlighted by the narratives. The National Organization for Women (NOW) 

(2022) reported that more than three women are killed every day as a result of IPV. Worldwide, 

in 2020 it was reported that every eleven minutes a woman or girl was murdered by an intimate 

partner or a family member (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2021). 

Research question three 

The third research question inquired about the history of violence experienced by the 

victim at the hands of the perpetrator. From the collected data, the previous history of IPV was 

presented in 13% of the cases. In 17.4% of the cases, the perpetrator had a history of IPV against 

past partners. Although the present study did not significantly find IPV to be a leading factor of 

IPF, research has found that victims of IPF often experienced IPV prior to their deaths (Zara & 

Gino, 2018; Castillo, 2018; Block, 2004; Campbell et al., 2003). Latinas are less likely to report 

IPV to authorities as IPV/DV in the Latino culture is perceived as a private family manner 

(Sabina & Swatt, 2015; Reina et al., 2014; Edwards, 2004; Serrano, 2003). 

To encourage victims to report IPV and seek services, the city of El Paso, Texas, 

established a mandatory batterer program for perpetrators to learn accountability and reflective 

critical thinking. Here in the RGV, Mujeres Unidas (n.d.), a local domestic violence agency, also 
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participates as a designee in providing the Batterer Intervention and Prevention Program (BIPPs) 

to offenders that are mandated by court and/or law enforcement. They are provided other 

victims’ services as well. BIPPs is a social service provided for batterers that helps them to be 

peer-accountable for their behaviors and violence. Perpetrators who attend BIPP are usually 

ordered by the court or are a requirement for their parole and/or probation (Center Against 

Sexual & Family Violence, n.d.; O’Connor, 2018). One of the main purposes of BIPPs is to 

teach batterers that they are responsible for their actions and not the victim using peer 

intervention and the Duluth Curriculum which provides comprehensive lessons of power and 

control to facilitate men’s non-violence in intimate partner relationships. O’Connor (2018) found 

that of 115 batterers participants, about 93.7% reported that BIPP helped them improve their 

behavior. The noted BIPPs resulted in a decrease in recidivism rates, meaning that perpetrators 

were not using abusive and oppressive behavior against their intimate partners. 

In examining the narratives, the most noteworthy and marked story was that of Melissa 

Banda. She did everything that was asked of a victim who is seeking criminal justice and law 

protection (Ausseresses, 2021; McFarlane, 2001). She was granted a protective order (PO) in 

February 2020 against her ex-husband Ford who had previously assaulted her that month (Valley 

Central, 2020; KRGV, 2020.). However, Ford continued to contact Melissa, violating the 

protective order restrictions ultimately taking her life (Puente, 2022; KRGV, 2020). Melissa 

Banda’s case also presents the issue of how PO can be ineffective, as the PO is not a shield, but 

rather a tool when aligned with the court and law enforcement can help hinder a perpetrator of 

violence. However, the perpetrator can always violate the PO restrictions and come in presence 

of the protected party (Barton, 2018; Battered Women’s Justice Project, 2022). Melissas’ case 

also brought awareness to IPF in the RGV (Fox South Texas, 2020). 
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The IPF cases of Melissa Banda and Magdalena Cantu’s daughter made state and city 

headlines due to the failure of the criminal justice system to act in response to prompt reporting 

by the victims (Reagen, 2020; Marley, 2019c). Both cases aided in the creation of resources for 

victims of IPV in the RGV. For example, Hidalgo County’s District Attorney’s Office developed 

an app through a grant from the Texas Governor's office, that provides IPV victims with more 

protection by providing the victim with immediate law enforcement and other emergency direct 

contact assistance. Hence, making it the first District Attorney’s Office to do so in the nation 

(Sanchez, 2020). The app, Victims Initiated Notification, will allow victims to send an alert to 

the police and emergency contacts if they have experienced IPV or feel unsafe. The app also 

provides victims with safe location suggestions, a live stream of their surroundings, and GPS 

locations to law enforcement (Robinson, 2020; Cole 2020). Hidalgo County also has a domestic 

violence crisis response team that provides support, resources, and direction in cases of IPV for 

the area they service (Caicedo, 2021; City of Pharr, 2021). 

As of April 2021, Willacy County is considering utilizing the Victim Initiated 

Notification app, to prevent domestic violence. The app allows the victims to record the incident 

even after exiting the app and locking the phone, to help keep records and evidence of her 

victimization (DeAnda, 2021). Furthermore, the Cameron County District Attorney’s Office and 

licensed social service practitioners from UTRGV as recently as July 2022 (as well as in 2021 

and 2020) have taken part in the UT Institute for Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault’s Expert 

Witness Program Training to educate and improve how the DA, advocates, and professionals 

respond to domestic violence, sexual assault, trafficking, and stalking cases (Gonzalez, 2019). 

Hidalgo County, Cameron County, Starr County, and Willacy County provide several domestic 

violence services such as shelters and counseling for the victims. In the city of Brownsville, 
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Friendship of Women Inc. provides a Battering Intervention and Prevention Program as well that 

works with the batterer in helping demonstrate and remove battering behaviors (Friendship of 

Women Inc., n.d.). Currently at UTRGV, the Office for Advocacy & Violence Prevention 

(OAVP), is a confidential resource center that services the campuses of Edinburg, Harlingen, and 

Brownsville to provide college students, staff, and faculty with a safe place by providing 

advocacy services, counseling, and educational services (Office for Advocacy & Violence 

Prevention, n.d.). 

Research question four 

The fourth research question addressed the situation of violence, and what happened to 

the victim’s family (i.e., children and relatives) impacted by the death of the victim. A majority 

of the victims were survived by one or more children. Though, due to the limited data available, 

only five of the 23 IPF data spoke about the victims' children and families. The findings of the 

present study found that in two cases, multiple children were killed and injured as a result of IPF. 

Zeoli (2018) and Lewandowski et al. (2004) found that children are more likely to be victims of 

IPH than other family members as this form of violence is more likely to take place in the home 

and in the presence of the victim's children. As a result, children exposed to IPV may experience 

some type of abuse even if the child is not experiencing the violence directly. These children are 

placed at greater risk of experiencing mental health issues and other health complications (i.e., 

post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), gastrointestinal problems, growth, and development) 

(NOW, 2020; Wathen and MacMillian, 2013; The National Child Traumatic Stress Network 

[NCTSN], n.d.). Research has found counseling and interventions for child victims of IPV 

improve the child's mental health and development (Anderson & Van Ee, 2018; Wathen & 

MacMillian, 2013). 
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In the case of family members, the data from the news articles and news reports showed 

the use of GoFundMe for financial support (i.e., funeral expenses, childcare). The state of Texas 

also provides funding to families of IPF victims through the Compensation to Victims of Crime 

Fund and receives assistance from the Crime Victim Services Division (CVSD) which is 

administered by the District Attorney's Victim’s Service s Office (Ken Paxton Attorney General 

of Texas, n.d.b). 

Implications 

This study is unique in that it is the first specialized study to contribute to the limited 

research on IPF in the RGV. Research on IPF is limited, most research examines IPV, its effects 

on victims, health risks, and the victims' experiences (Caplon et al., 2021; Stockman, Hayashi & 

Campbell, 2015; Devries et al., 2013). The present study raises awareness of IPF locally, 

statewide, national, and international as the RGV is on the US-Mexico border that garners 

national, state, and international attention (Moreira & Pinto da Costa, 2020; Lagarde y De Los 

Rios, 2004). Every day, more than three females are killed by an intimate partner (National 

Organization for Women [NOW], 2022). There is a need to look at femicide as an issue that 

happens not only in the RGV but happens on both sides of the border and within Mexico. An 

important issue to be noted is the ease of a perpetrator to escape apprehension and get across to 

Mexico from any border city in the RGV. An example of this is the case of Destiny Pemelton 

who was shot at a gasoline station located in the city of Harlingen, Texas. The perpetrator, her 

husband, fled to Mexico after killing the victim and injuring two law enforcement officers 

(Kalmbacher, 2021). 

This study provides an important population to examine, however, this thesis is the first 

to study the way that the news media presents IPF. A more ideal option would be to use the 
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Victim Impact Statements of survivors of attempted IPF. The victim impact statement is part of 

the documents used in court proceedings, to develop a concise understanding for looking at the 

impact of IPF on families (Texas Department of Criminal Justice, n.d.). Additionally, tracing the 

narrative from the point of view of the perpetrators provides a way to bring attention to this 

issue. Unfortunately, many of the perpetrators of the violence took their own lives as well. For 

those who survived, the perpetrators either fled to Mexico and/or were arrested and sentenced. 

An example of this is the case of Samantha Cantu, whose boyfriend fled to Mexico after killing 

her and later surrender to U.S. authorities and was sentenced to 45 years in prison for murdering 

his girlfriend, Samantha (Masso, 2022). The key issue is whether we can gain a true 

understanding of IPF in the RGV. Future research on this topic should find out what happened to 

the perpetrators of the IPF who did not take their lives. 

Limitations 

This study has several limitations. It cannot be generalized to the overall Latina 

population due to the nonprobability sampling methods used. As this study is an exploratory 

study of a limited number of femicide cases and uses secondary data narratives, news reports, 

and newspapers in online newsprint media, there are still many questions and issues on this 

topic yet to be explored. For example, this study only analyzed a single area of deep south Texas. 

This study also sampled newsprint articles from 2015 to 2019. With 

a primarily Latino population, the present study may find the issue of IPV to be a result 

of patriarchy. Nonetheless, femicide was a problem way before the late 1990s and gained a 

concern during the early 2000s (Portillo, 2002). Without sampling from previous years, there is 

no way to know how the findings found in this study compare to previous periods and media 

representations. The study might have included primary data by interviewing victims of 
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attempted femicide to investigate the common leading factors of IPF from both the narratives 

and the interviewees. Expanding the research to primary data may have provided the victims’ 

personal experience of IPV and attempted IPF, rather than reading their story from a secondary 

source. 

Future Research 

In examining the potential impact of this study, this research has provided an opportunity 

to consider the different ways of research. Future research can use primary data by interviewing 

family members of the victims to provide an adequate answer to research question four. 

Research could also use the Victim Impact Statements made by victim-survivors who reported 

previous IPV, to analyze the discourse of the violence and what resources were granted or 

available to the victims. In looking at IPF, the researcher focused primarily on the case of IPF 

among Latinas. To better differentiate the population for this study, analyzing the demographics 

(i.e., age, occupation, education, and citizenship) of both the victim and perpetrator may have 

provided data on possible help-seeking barriers and leading IPF factors. 

Those who research the topic of IPF can benefit from using this method for studying this 

population as it allows for a strong means of creating social change. A possibility to work with 

local domestic violence resource centers to determine the leading factors of IPF and create a 

violence prevention specialized course like the one in McAllen, for male perpetrators or working 

with law enforcement and/or the courts (Center Against Sexual & Family Violence, n.d.; 

O’Connor, 2018). Also, to ensure that victims of IPV are made aware of the services available. 

Additionally, we must ensure direct service providers, and law enforcement are provided 

appropriate training (i.e., sensitivity training) to recognize signs of IPV, to provide them with up- 

to-date information on services/tools/resources, and programming to address violence against 
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women (Espinoza et al. 2022a, 2022b; Niolon et al., 2017). A concerning issue, however, is 

domestic violence agencies and the TCFV reporting the death of the victim a year later (TCFV, 

n.d.), providing no way to combat IPF in the RGV other than remembering the victims. Possible

solutions can be for the counties or cities to host a memorial event for each victim of IPF and to 

provide informational/educational sessions about IPV, IPF, and the services available to victims 

(Espinoza et al., 2022b). The news media reports the violence further sets it as homicide or 

murder-suicide as a result of IPV which diminishes the severity. The news media should address 

and present the issues surrounding IPF in the RGV to raise IPF awareness among the 

community. A possible way is to provide specialized training to the news media reporters and 

newspaper writers. For example, the National Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV) 

(n.d.) provides a Media Guide for reporters, editors and other media professionals when 

approaching the topic of intimate partner violence. The guide provides a brief description of 

what IPV is, and what not to do or write about when speaking of IPV (i.e., sensationalizing 

trauma, and perpetrating victim-blaming) (NNEDV, n.d.). 

Conclusion 

IPF continues to be a serious public health issue for Latinas in the RGV. As violence is 

highlighted in the news media, there is a need to examine what is being discussed by the news 

reports and news articles. The purpose of this thesis was to provide a stage to address the issue of 

IPV and more specifically IPF in the RGV. IPF continues to be an issue and we must provide 

domestic violence agencies, law enforcement, victim rights specialists, and criminal justice 

researchers with a way to address and develop measures to assess and handle IPV and IPF. 
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