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On ROUTE BOOK, 119
t of this sketch is perhaps the most widely known lady

the eircus business, Lottie Aymar comes from a family

At the conclusion of the dress rehearsal the ant connection with the ecircus in Ameriea, ?—1»-r m‘thnr
banquet was tendered the assembled party in tl was the well-known circus rider,
camp, at the invitation of the proprietors, James A. Bailey and Louie Hunting, o B 4 Bertie Cobb. | Walter Aymar, She commenced

~ :
J. T. McCaddon. For several years past these affairs have always C.HCUS BAND. . her professional career as a rider
taken place at the Continental Hotel, but this year the guests Pr 2% ""”l'[‘“[,"l'.“]‘ TG oot nefenp e o der at the age of seven years, and her
x 1 : + 2 sbrook, J 1k M. ®E,
were given some idea of how their host and his army of followers wilton, Tobh T Gron Wm. L. Mead, sanarh Wil wenenbil waks e A
live for thirty weeks of every year. The novelty of the surround- Nick Henry, Frauk Audress, N L ol
a Arneyv e ko / v ) y atrie s have 2 srfornie
ings, together with the excellent quality of the menu prepared by '\‘“LI'J‘I'I'HL i i, i e oo R e M o oy equestrienne have been performed
£ ¥ Ji i M J . A Chy 2 a . %
the shows’ famous caterer, Mr. Judd Webb, and his efficient corps W.P. Acton. with the leading circuses of this
inspired the bright wits assembled, and many a eclever toast was < harles Baker, S taar PIAT AL and other countries, In 1891, Miss
proposed and answered. The banguet was presided over by Mr, i " SIDE SHCW BAND (C8lored.) : : Avarssr sl Tide aib with i
Whiting Allen, the general press agent of the shows, who, as on Y 1?;.*‘1";:113:!)“ . «..Conductor f Sl sl i
e £ ( . e AIERLL o e Brothers & “© "
previous occasions of this kind, did bimself proud, while Gan- B. A. MeDonald, Lore pson, jiman Hurper bR MEUEREID, BRL SLE WO
weiler's band provided appropriate music. Lorenzo Dow, l] || { slrl!m- Levi McQuann time has devoted her time and
ohn Truass : 0 hlihl artiEo
The following menu was discussed ; PROGRA MME. talents to her highly artistic and
MENU | Overture......... Prof. H. Orchestra/Huntings, Clarice and Robert, finished aerial acts, Miss Aymar
MENU., Grand entre by Company Equestrian Monkey, introduced . o g e e -
| Brusted the Giant,and Che Mah by James Robinson., is an artist of rare gracefulness
. the Dwarf, Cannon balls .Herr. Drayton s
Blue Points | Hi s Vgl i and style.
. ppopotami... Introdaced by J. Principal Bareback Act......Dby
T e £ | R. Moody. Esq. Miss Pauline Lee. MISS LOTTIE AYMAR.
Green Turtle Soup. Batoute leap, led by G. M. Kel- Clown ..wllObert Hunting
= : P ley, Butler and Howard and T. Balnncing Tr: apeze,....by Charles
'
<1 Jasper. Orville, 5 " A b ona ol S HEEAT S ARl taTe ke uidde
Sauterne. ; Performing Colorado vattle....... Granam and Butler, Crark Rifle Doe. Aymar is another one of the array of arenic talent who prides
’ Trained and pertormed by Shots of the World. himself on being a Baltimorean. Mr. Aymar started in the amusement
HOTS d'oceuvre. Willis Cobb. Grand and Lotty Tumbling by - ) A )
Japanese King Sarbro.......Slack] Compa y, led by Jus, Bell and profession some ten or twelve years ago in conjunction with Carl
= . s . ] rope, I<\\I)|\.r||<:|l
Baked Salmon Trout, Shrimp Sauce, Willis Cobb’s Miniature Clreus of Clowns.. J. N, Rentfrew and
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B 1 Contortion Nel.......s. y Wm. Troupe Cof hllwlnlh DOgR...ciii
0ld Burgundy. Delhauner. Inroduced by \\]\lla‘:'l\llll‘.
8 y JIIUI{I\.IU_(»!I bareback Horse......Great Willian Gorman. ..........In n
by Pauline Lee. Wonderiul Hurdle Aet.
Punch. | Japanese King Sarbro,.......Slide/ Ute Indians..,............Braves and ‘
i Green Peas. for Life, warriors,
RnﬂSt E,l'" lng Lamb. | Double Trapeze..................oy the Signor Mendoza, Master of Circle ‘
Spring Chicken. , CONUERT PROGRAMME, 3
J. R. Moody......ceennManager John Foster.........Stump Speech
vy Sec, {J. N. Rentfrew....~tage Manager Duich Song and pauce....George
Pulllltlel" ek Harry Ramsbrook. eader ol Garland and Cherry Chapman { ‘i q
ster Salad Orchestra Essence....... Tom Butler 3
Lobster Salad. | First Part with Fifteen People. fter Piece
| Bd Nearv........ . Fosten, |J. N Rentfrew, Marie Jasper,

Sources:
Official Route Book of the Adam Forepaugh Shows: Presentinga Complete Chronicle of Interesting Events and Happenings,and Valuable Data, for the Season of 1893, page 93
https://digital.library.illinoisstate.edu/digital/collection/p15990coll5/id/1371 /rec/1

Route of the Sells Brothers Great European Millionaire Museum, Menagerig, Circus, and Stupendous Confederation of RailroadShows for the Season of 1881, page 2
https://digital.library.illinoisstate.edu/digital/collection/p15990coll5/id/6064

Official Route Book of Ringling Brothers' World's Greatest Shows Season of 1893, page 119 https://digital.library.illinoisstate.edu/digital/collection/p15990coll5/id/12777
Official Route Book of the Walter L. Main’s Grandestand Best Shows on Earth: Presentinga Complete and Truthful Chronicle of Interesting Events and Happenings of Interest, Cities Visited, General State of Weather,
Railroadsand Other Valuable Data for the Season of 1895, page 65 https://digital.library.illinoisstate.edu/digital/collection/p15990coll5/id/18521/rec/1
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Arthur Borelly Principal Talking Clown
Breseno and Lola Cuban Artists
Concert Orchestra

Delavoye and Frits

Earl Sisters Peerless Lady Acrobats
Eccentric Comedian Harry Sharrock
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La Rue Bros. Premier Acrobats
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Banished to the Annex:
The Catch-22 of Circus Work

. - AR | TN
=2 P.G. Lowery and Company with Wallace-Hagenbeck Circus. Group portrait in Indianapolis Freeman, July 9, 1910.
rintsec=frontpage&hl=en



https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=FIkAGs9z2eEC&dat=19100709&printsec=frontpage&hl=en

BARNUM s BAILEYS 725

Eth nloglcél Congresses

and the Spectacle

5 A]IHZI.IHG mm STORY TREMENDOUSLY TOLD “1250 GHARISTERS o
ON A STAGE SPACE BIGGER THAN 100 THEATRES




Economic Underpinnings

“The earliest records of black
participation in circuses dates back to
Europe in the late 1700’s, where black
equestrians  performed  tricks on
horseback. In the mid-1800’s, American
circuses employed black performers. Prof. JOSEPH HATCHER, Expositor of
However, they were usually presented B .
as oddities ... [and] commonly given S. S. SMITH, Echibitor of Human Curiosities.
strange names and presented as savage i v

Living Curiosities.

H /. ADMIRAL DOT, Famous California Dwarf.
Creatures from Afrlca’ the dark ZULUMA AGRA, Circassian Lady.
] 7 CHARLES TRIPP, No-armed Boy.
continent. FEEJEE CANNIBALS, Zip, the ‘* What Is Tt 7
«“ 1l . ” .
(“Eph Williams: The Legend of the Tent.” Daily Page 7 of Hunting's 1893 circus route book H. H. HATCHER, Keeper of the African Wild
News, May 4, 1997.) listing the performers within Griffin's Boy, or ** What TIs It 7’

Wizard's Annex. Includes an illustration of
Griffin's Famous Congo Band, comprised of
white and Black musicians.
https://digital.library.illinoisstate.edu/digita
|/collection/p15990coll5/id/4348
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TRAVELING WITH A CIRCUS. 9

Geo. Hays, assisted by Valora, Impalement Act
Isaac Jones, - - - One Legged Dancer
Gleason, - - Strongest Man in the World
Faust, - - - - -  The Fire Fiend

OLIVIA, THE PSYCHOLOGICAL WONDER,
With her Hypnotized Serpents and Gila Monsters

Griffin, - - - - The Wonder Worker
Prof. Geo. T. Hays, - Bohemian Glass Blower

GRIFFIN'S FAMOUS CONGO BAND,

Abraham Tony, Fife; Burt Landrum, Snare Drum:
Bob Lundrum, Snare Drum; Steven Burbis
Jackson, Bass Drum and Cymbals.

e —— T

Economic Underpinnings

“Nearly every circus had a black sideshow
band. Their presence became so expected,
in fact, that no self-proclaimed big show
traveled without a black band .. show
proprietors recognized that black bands
had become a part of circusgoers’s
expectations, the bands existed as part of

the sideshow.”

Childress, Micah. “Life Beyond The Big Top: African
American and Female Circusfolk, 1896-1920.”

Statistics of P.T. Barnum's Great Traveling
Exposition and World's Fair for the Season
of 1873, Page 15
https://digital.library.illinoisstate.edu/digita

|/collection/p15990coll5/id/5237/rec/2
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Owning Oneself:

Entertainmentas
Empowering Enterprise

“I am very proud to know that the Hagenbeck-
Wallace management are forced to seek Prof. P.
G. Lowery’s services to regain the patronage of
old that they have failed to get this season
without him and his classy company of
musicians and singers.”

“ILowery] refused the engagement because the
manager requested his men to double canvas.P.
G. informed the manager he would leave ... the
same was heartily endorsed by his band and
every band director in the circus business — such
as Mr. Wolfscale, Ray Pope, James Harris and
others.”

NOTES FROM R. ROY POPE'S
BAND, RINGLING BROTHERS
BAND, RINGLING BROS. CIRCUS.

I am wery proud to know that the
Hapgenback-Wallace management are
forced to seck Prof, P. G. Lowery's
services to regain the patronage of old
that they have falled to get thiz sea-
son without him and his classy com-
pany of musicians and singers.

P. G. LOWERY RETURNS TO THE
CIRCUS FIELD.

After forty-cight suceeasful weeks
with the Iichard & Pringle Minatrel as
band maater and solofat, 1% G, Lowery
Is returning to the Hagenbeok & Wal-
lace elreus. It may prove to be intor-
esting Information to know the cause
of his leaving the Hagenbeck-Whallnce
Clrocus’ in. 1915, 1le refused the engomge-
ment becnuse the manager requested
his men to double exnvas. . G In-
formed the manager he would leavo hins

PROF. P. G. LOWRY,
Who Will Be-Seen This Season With
° Hagenback-Wallace Shows.

men double canvas and at once notifed
his beepd of hils firm stand amd the

simme  waR' heartily  endorsed by his
| baund and every hand director in the
lelreus business—auch as. Mr, Wolfscale,
Hay Pope, Jomien 1arrcis and others,
Mr, Lowery excepted the pogitlon as
band master and sololst with the Rich-
ard & 'ringle Minstrel and made mony .
Arlends and expressed his’ regret Lo
lenve the minastrels and spoke In. the
highest . terma of tho manigement,
Hollamd & Felking, .




Owning Oneself:
Entertainment as

Empowering Enterprise

“Prof. Wolfscale’s band this season of thirfy-two
pieces is a credit to all colored traveling
musicians inasmuch as it shows how much they
are in demand.”

“As a rule most side show managers just want
noise from a colored band. The reason for this is
because they don’t have a large enough band to
do anything but jam. Prof. Wolfscale has shown
the management of the greatest show on earth
that with a big number of colored musicians you
can play concert music and other kinds and with
as much expression as the big show’s concert
bands.”

NOTES FROM WOLFSCALE'S BAND,
WITH BARNUM & BAILEY.

We are bound for the coast now Iin
the state of Ohlo. Althnugh we are
getting plenty of rain in this state,
business continues to be great, and
an added feature to the big spectacle
i seighteen musicians out of Wolf-
scale’'s band, taking part in the march
around the bYig hippodrome, playing
with the big show concert band. Be-
fore the opening of the season if you
would have told a2ny one that a cir-
cus would use a band of thirty-two
pieces they wouldn't have believed it
Prof. Wolfscale’s band this season of
thirty-two pleces is a credit to all
colored traveling musicians inasmuch
as it shows how much they are in de-

Jmand. Mr. Wm. Moorhead sends best

regards to Prof. Timmons and Titus
Tripletts of Busby’'s Minstrels. Up to
this date MAr. Wolfscale has his full
number of people, thirty.two, and as
this is the middle of the season this is
remarkable amongst this many color-
ed musicians., They are featuring the
heaviest marches, latest popular musie
and rags. Wolfscale's two bands are
two of the features of the parade. . As
a rule most side show managers just
want nolise from a colorad band. The
reason for this Is because they don't
have a large enough band to do any-
thing but Jam. Prof..-Wolfscale. has
shown the management of the greatest
show on earth that with a big number
of colored musicians you can play con-
cert music and other kinds and with
as much expression as the bilg show’'s
| concert bands. -




Lewis Williams, clarinet player, writes to the
Freeman on December 10, 1904:

Prof. Wm. Blue — Dear Sir: | received your favor and | appreciate your valuable offer, but at present |
must decline the same as | am under contract with Mr. Pat Chappelle, and | have no desire to give up

my job here for several reasons...

| would never persuade a member of a colored man’s show to join a show run by a white man, as

you know that the white man bought and sold our fore-parents, and | thank the Lord to-day that
there are some young Negros in the world that they cannot buy. ...
lesson to you in the future — to hunt a black man for a white man. ...

try to get other people from other places for your white bosses instead of trying to break up a
colored show.

... and we get the money [so] the colored people do not have to go up the side fire-escape or in
back door and set in the gallery to see show. They set where they pay for.

READING, PA., MAY 1.—Weather warm. Business great. Hot In
north end of city. Frank Green promoted from black top door to main
entrance. Tom Washburn goes to black top. The police disperse a

& s )

FEE A

gang of rowdies who wanted to “wild west” the black top. All the
excitement today seems to be centered at Charley Thompson's fiery

i T & F [ ] =

A Souvenir of the Season of 1900 Adam Forepaugh and Sells Brothers, Pages 22-23

| earnestly trust that this will be a
| trust, in the future, you will

A]l olored performers, musicians and
managers are zalied to the follo wlgln

P of. Wm Bl D rSir: Ir d
your favor and | a pp eciate you l able
offer b t at present I must d Ii the
same as | am un d ntract with Mr. Pat

Chappelle, and 1h o desire to give up
my job here for several reasons.

First. l am b ck man, and [ am in-
terested In‘anything that a black man has,

and will d all in my power to make it a
ssssssss

Second. 1 have besn with Mr. Chap-
pelle over four years, and have always
found him to be a perfect gentleman; he is
always ready to help his people in any way
he can; he has helped me and most every
one of the company, as well as some not
here who did not appreciate the same, like
our friend Amos L. Gilliard, who did not
appreciate the kindness shown him.

My third reason is 1 was learned with
this show, and It belongs in Florida, where
ldo, and | know that Messrs. Rusco and
Holland would have never picked me up as
Mr. Chappelle did and learn me, so ! will
frankly say that, if you were to offer me

$20 per week, | would consider it an insult.

I am sorry that Mr. Gilliard formed bad
opinions of me. 1 would never persuade a
member of a colored man's show to join a
show run by a white man, as you know
that the white man bought and sold our
fore-parents, ani d 1 thank the Lord to-day
that there are some young Negroes in the
world that they caanot buy. | am one of
them that Messrs. Rusco and Holland can
not buy. And, as for yourself, Mr. Blue, |

arnest y trust that this will be a lesson to
you in the future—to hunt a black man for
a white man. As for Mr. Gilllard, he is
lmyl lend nor has he ever besen. He
of those you gm:n that has
| gar d for himself or any one c!sc or he
wldslbwlhhl show if he had
led himself like a gentleman. Mr.
thllard acted bad until Mr. Chaopelle was
forced to put him off the tran between
stations. There were five young men from
Amos Gi'hard's home who were raised
with him, and they appro dlMCp—
pelle pu lgGlllld({lh aln
Now, for Mr. Jon part, ot say
much ab> thlmo y[d mka he
wou d be so footish to quit his job Fer
bandmasler to work under some one elsc
could pay
hiin any more than he is getting here. So
I think you had better glM Gilliard t
refer you to some othe I"wlglwhl
people you need.

Just a few more remarks bsfore 1 clo
1 wish to inform you that “A Rabbit's Fo:
Company™" is now 4 responsible show, a

I am satisfied that the income is just

mu d Holland’s show if not
more. can where the Ru: d
Holland show pay more than this show

1 trust, in the future, you will try to get
other people from other places foi your
white bosses instead of trying to break up
a colored show.
We have quite a large show here—three
r horses,

e ge
money for ths colored pesp.e do not have
to go up the side fire-escape or in back
door and set In the gallery to see show.
They set where they pay for. :
LEWIS WILLIAMS,
Clarionet Player.




Circus Musicians
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The Black Press

‘Hus tling Boys and Girls can make 1006y representmg The FREEMAN, Send for speclal Instuc tions
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SOLUNE X¥. \ INDIANAPOLIS, IND., SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1902. srvors oory- S WO RTINS n yEAz, o150




Circus hgusicians

o n Phac®
9\’%9\9?%\9%:‘%
B B8
Tty
28

g




(ENO JAPANESE TROUPE
itlonal Nipponese Equilibrists
and Acrobats

Leader of Am

= EXHIBIT WALK THROUGH 3

cred by the powerful Bea
There arc abdut twent
ound the Agrocy

o L .
pakkali MY, LaeE WP, HISE MALD. HAVWARD:

Ol o AmEkicas Parsuns Lage Comnnr &

ke peace, and If o, the

O. McNUTT'S COLORED BAND.

ks |
7
]
—i -
- i X
 ul
~

E : i
A 3
G|
£

THE
JAPANESE
WONDER.

World's Greatest High-
Wire Walker.

|

A Sensational Free Attraction with the Barnum & Bailey Gre
Seasen 1906, Re-eagaged for (907,
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Thank you!

Elizabeth C. Hartman Angela Yon
bibliorg@gmail.com ayon@ilstu.edu
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