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THE SEVEN CHAMBERS OF PRINCE PROSPERO 

 

 

ELLIOT BUTLER 

135 Pages 

The Seven Chambers of Prince Prospero is a multi-movement programmatic work 

inspired by Edgar Allen Poe’s The Masque of the Red Death. In Poe’s short story, Prince 

Prospero throws a lavish masquerade within his castle while the world outside suffers a deadly 

plague referred to as the “Red Death.” In Prospero’s castle exist seven peculiar chambers, each 

one a different color, in which partygoers mingle and celebrate life in the face of death. In this 

piece, each of the seven rooms are depicted with short character pieces, concluding with a 

musical interpretation of the dramatic narrative described in Poe’s short story.  

KEYWORDS: Composition; Edgar Allen Poe; Chamber Orchestra; Character Pieces; Orchestral 

Suite. 
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7pm Elliot	Butler
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Elliot	ButlerPoets
II.	The	Purple	Chamber
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E.	Hn.

B.	Cl.

Glock.

Vib.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

 
     

     

    
   



    
      

      

    
      

 
   













 



 


 
 


 

  
  

  
 

      
   

    
    

     






 



 










(sempre		=	)
Tempo	I	(	=	60)

sweetly

sweetly

(2	+	2	+	3)

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.
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E.	Hn.

B.	Cl.

Glock.

Vib.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.


 

 

  

   
  




 
          

           

          
         

       

   
  













 
  

  
 

 
 

  
 
 

  
   

  
   

    
      

     
   

      











 
 

 













rit.
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E.	Hn.

B.	Cl.

Glock.

Vib.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

 



          

   
  

  
  
 

 



                
        

     
    

    
   













  
 

  
  

  
  
   

  
  

 
 

  



 

    
   

   

 



 







a	tempo

solo

(2	+	2	+	3)

arco







 




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E.	Hn.

B.	Cl.

Glock.

Vib.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

 
    

           

      
  

  




     
       

          

      
     

     

   
   













 
 

 
 

 
 
 


 

  

   



 

  
  

   
   

 
 
 

 

















winding	down,		=	46

tuti
div.

pizz.





rit	al	fine.rit.








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Elliot	Butler
Interlude	3
9pm

7
Cme.

Chimes

Metro.

Analog	Metronome

Tam-Tam

Tam

Vln.	I

Solo	Violin	I

Vln.	II

Solo	Violin	II

Vla.

Solo	Viola

Solo	Violoncello

Vc.

 





 

















 








  





 










  











 

























   

 

 







 

 









 





 







  





























  

  

 









 

 



 

















 

 



  



















 













































 





 





 

 







  

   

 

  

 























 

 

 









 

 



























	=	63

initiate	metronome	at	63bpm

pizz.

pizz.







 









 

 














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IV.	The	Orange	Chamber
Court	Musicians Elliot	Butler

5

9

Vln.	I

Solo	Violin	I

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vln.	II

Solo	Violin	II

Vla.

Vla.

Solo	Viola

Vc.

Vc.

Solo	Violoncello








 









 








 



  





















 





 













 

 





 



 





 



 











 



















 





 













    

  

  





   

      

 















 

 







 




















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

 

















   







 









 



 
































  











 


  





 



  

 







 





       







   



 







 









 









 



 











































 

  

 





  







 


































 



 



 

 



 



 

   









 





 



 











 











 

 

 

 





 















 

















 







 

 

    

 

 

 







 



 



 

 

 

 













 

















 
 




 
  







  


















 




 


































 








 









 

















  





Tempo	I
with	rubato

with	quiet	energy(3	+	2	+	2)

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.



rit.


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127

123

Vln.	I

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vla.

Vc.

Vc.






  



 
 

 

  











 



 





   



 







   



 

 

    

 







   

 








 

 













 

 















  

 























 































 

 

















  





 

 













 

 













 













   













  





  








 









 
 














 












  

















 













 

 









Suddenly	slower,		=	120 ricochet

(3	+	2)

arco

pizz.arco

pizz.
arco

To	Interlude	4


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10pm Elliot	Butler
Interlude	4

5

Cl.	in	B♭

Clarinet	in	B♭

Cme.

Chimes

Vib.

Vibraphone

Analog	Metronome

Metro.

Tam

Tam-Tam

Solo	Violin	I

Solo	Violin	II

Solo	Viola

Solo	Violoncello





































 



  



 





 





 









 



 







   
 

   

 





 
 










































 



 





 



 



 

 







 



 

 



 

 



 







 

































 




 







 

 




	=	69

with	bow

initiate	metronome	at	69bpm

ricochet

arco

arco pizz.

pizz.
arco



69





















a	Meditation
V.	The	White	Chamber

Elliot	Butler

Oboe

B♭	Clarinet

Flugelhorn

Vibraphone

Violin	I

Violin	II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass







 




 
    

 


        
           

    
  














  
   
    

   
  

  
    

  
   

 
 

   
   

  
 
 

      



    
    

 
   




  
  
 



Sweetly,		=	72

tutti
div.

div.
tutti

tutti

(with	bow)

pizz.


 

 
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7

Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Vib.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

 
 




   

    
 

   

     
   


 

   

        
      

  
   

















  
   

   
   

  
  

   
  

  

  
  

   
  
 

 
  


    


  

  
 

 
 



 
    

  
   











solo

 
 



 
  

   
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12

Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Vib.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.



 

    
         
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





  
   

   
 

    
   

  
  

 

  

 

   


 
 

    

  
  




 
   

   
  





(solo)

pizz.











rit.  


 

79
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56

Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Vib.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.




 

    

   
  




















 
 


 





 
  

 

  


  

  
  

 








Faster,		=	88

solo



  

  
 
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61

Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Vib.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

 





 
     

     

      
     

 

















   


   

    




  

 

 







 



  

 tutti

tutti
div.

tutti
div.

solo tutti

  

  


   

 

81
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67

Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Vib.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

 

        
      
  

        
                

            
   

















 



 



 


 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  











 
  



  










rit.  
   
 

  


     

 
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73

Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Vib.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.



 


   
 

    
      

         
   

   

















 
  

  
 

 
  

  
 

  

  
   


   

 


  

     

 

 

   













 


 
  

   
   



Slightly	slower,		=	66 Tempo	I,		=	72

div.
tutti

solo

solo
tutti
div.

tuttisolo












 
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Elliot	Butler
Interlude	5
11pm

7

Cme.

Chimes

Analog	Metronome

Metro.

Bass	Drum

BD

Snare	Drum

SD

Vln.	I

Violin	I

  



 

 

















  



 

 

 





 

 















 





 







 

  







   

 



  














































 
 



 

 





 

  

 


















 

 





 






	=	72

initiate	metronome	at	72bpm

→

←
→

←

←

→←
→→

←→
←

→←

→

with	brushes	(brush	faster	on	the	accents)

→
←

←→
←

←

→←

→
←

→ →

←

←
→

div.



  



 





 



  





 

 











 





 





 








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Wine Elliot	Butler
VI.	The	Violet	Chamber

Oboe

Clarinet	in	B♭

Trumpet	in	B♭

Timpani

Bass	Drum

Snare	Drum

Cymbal

Violin	I

Violin	II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

     



  







































   
   

    
 

    
   

    

  
  
 

  








Sweetly,		=	120

(div.)

tutti

tutti

tutti
solo

     


  

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8

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Timp.

BD

SD

Cym.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

   

    
  

  

 

























 
  

  
  

   
   
  

 
  

 


 

 


 


   

      
 
  
  
  
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14

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Timp.

BD

SD

Cym.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.








    

   
   

 
 

  

























   


   
  

   
  

   

  
  
   

    


 




 
 

   




div.
arco

arcopizz.

pizz.

accel.

 

  



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20

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Timp.

BD
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Timp.
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SD
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Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.


 


   



  
 

     
     

  

























  
  

 
  

  
  
  

   
   




  

















  
  










 



3

3

3

	=	108





(rit.)



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Vla.

Vc.

Cb.





  

       
       

     
 
 

       


        

    
   

 
  




























  
  

   
  



   
 

    
   

 


    

  
 


















 
 






 
 

 

   333

3

A	tad	slower,		=	44

tutti

tutti

tutti

tutti

arco

rit.

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.
gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss.gliss.

gliss.gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss.
gliss.

gliss.

gliss.







  
 

 




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SD
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Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

 


  



  

    
       

      


  
       

  
       

     
      

  
  

























 
  

   
  



  
  

     
     

   

     

 


 



 

 

3

3
a	tempo	



rit.

gliss. gliss.gliss.gliss.gliss.

gliss. gliss.gliss.
gliss.gliss.
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Vc.
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




 
  

    


       
      

   

  
     


       

          
        

   
 



























 


  




  
 

 
   

 

   
      

    
 

 














3

3

a	tempo	



rit.

gliss.

gliss.

  
 

   


  
 

 
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Vc.

Cb.





    
 






 

   
   



























 
 

 
   


 

  
 

    
   

 














    











 


3

a	tempo	=	66

pizz.

pizz.



rit.

gliss.
gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

 




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



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  



     
    

     
  


        
  

        
     

   
   
   














 
 
 


 




 


  

   
 

  
  

   


 


  
  

    


     
 

    
 

  
 

 









 



 


 
 
  


 

3 3

3 3

3

Totally	sloshed,		=	48

with	mute

div.

div.

arco

arco

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.
gliss. gliss.

gliss.gliss.
gliss.

gliss.
gliss. gliss.gliss.

gliss. gliss.

gliss.gliss.gliss.
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     
      

    
   

 
        

 
   

          
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
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   
   

   
 

  
  

 
 

  
   

  
   

   
    




   
    
  

  


 

 









 div.



rit.
gliss.

gliss.

gliss.
gliss.

gliss.gliss.

gliss. gliss.

gliss.
gliss.

gliss.
gliss.

gliss.gliss.

gliss.gliss.gliss.




 


  
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Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Tpt.	in	B♭

Timp.

BD

SD

Cym.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.


 



   

   
   




   
    

  


 
   

   
    

                      
  

   

























 


  
   
 







   



   
    

  

 

    

      
   















  
   

	=	40

arco

To	Flugelhorn





gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

gliss. gliss.gliss.

gliss.gliss. gliss.




 
  

 


 
  

 
 
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Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Flghn.

Timp.

BD

SD

Cym.

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.



    
   



     
     





         
  

     
  

  




























 
   

 
 







 
  

  






  




gliss.
gliss. gliss.
gliss.

gliss.
gliss. gliss.

gliss.

gliss. gliss. gliss.

gliss. gliss. gliss.







   
 

  
 
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Elliot	ButlerNarrative	and	Postlude
VII.	The	Black	Chamber

Oboe

B♭	Clarinet

Flugelhorn

Timpani

Chimes

Analog	Metronome

Tam-Tam

Violin	I

Violin	II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

  

   

   

   



    

     
    

 
      

             
        


    

 



























   
  





 
 

  
 

    

  






     
     

     
      

     

 


 

      




 




 










Dark,		=	72

initiate	metronome	at	72bpm

non	div.

non	div.

non	div.

solo




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7

Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Timp.

Cme.

Metro.

Tam

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.




  




  
 

 
  




   

   
   

 
 














 
 

  
 

  

  
    

    
   

 
 

   




 



  



 


 

  
  


 

3

tutti div.

pizz. arco

arcopizz.

arcopizz.

To	Xylophone








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Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Timp.

Xyl.

Metro.

Tam

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

   
 



  


    
 

 
   

  
 

        
  














 
   

   
  

  


   
   
  

   

  


 





 


 




 







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Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Timp.

Xyl.

Metro.

Tam

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

  

 

     
 

 
   



       
    

    
  

 
              

        
          

         
  

















 

  
  

  

  

   

  
  
   

   

 
 

 
  




   
   

div.

div.

div.



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Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Timp.

Xyl.

Metro.

Tam

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.




  




 


 
  

  
    


  

   
  
  
















 
 

 
 
  

 
  

 
  


 

 
    

 

 







 

 







3

let	ring

unis.
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Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Timp.

Xyl.

Metro.

BD

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.



         



     



 


                                   
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












  
  

   


 

 
 
  

  


 

   

     
 




 




  
    

 
 








 




 
 

 
 









3

(metronone	does	not	slow	down)

molto	rit.

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.









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Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Timp.

Cme.

Metro.

Tam

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.







   


 




     


    
   

 
   

 














 
     

    
  

  

 

    
 

  

 













 


  

 


 
 







Dying	out,		=	72

solo

solo

sul	tasto

sul	tasto
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Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Timp.

Cme.

Metro.

Tam

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

   
 



 
   



    
  

 



   
   

    
    
     














 
    

   
   

  

 

 


 


 






  

  


 

  
 









solo

div.
tutti

div.
tutti

 
 
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Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Timp.

Cme.

Metro.

Tam

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.


 

  
 

 

 
     

 

 
   
  

         
     

      














    
   

   
   

   

 
 

     
 

 

   

   

  

 



   


   
   


 




     
 

  
  




 






solo












 






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Ob.

B♭	Cl.

Flghn.

Timp.

Cme.

Metro.

Tam

Vln.	I

Vln.	II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.



   
 




  
 



   
 














 
 


 





 
 
 
 



    
   

  
   

   
 

  
    

     
    

  
      

  








  
 




















 











 


3

choke	sound

take	the	metronome	off-stage	to	achieve	decresendo

let	ring	until	silent

pizz.

pizz.

rit.	al	fine


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