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Welcome!



Publisher & Author – The Business Partnership



• Copyright ownership
• The copyright package
• Open access and open 

licenses
• Contract termination



Copyrig ht  

O wnership



Does the author 
have the authority 

to sign a 
publishing contract?



Copyrig ht  Act  – U.S.C. 17

ht tps:/ / www.copyrig ht .g ov/ t it le17/



• Original work
• “Fixed in any tangible medium 

of expression” [§102(a)].

Automa t ic Copyrig ht  O wnership



• Work produced under 
contract or as work -for -hire

• Work produced as part of 
regular job duties

Except ions to 
Copyrig ht  O wnership



Who owns copyrig ht  if  t here  
a re  mult ip le  a uthors?



• Order of co -authors’ names

• Division of royalties or other 

payments among the co -

authors

Co-Author Ag reement



Copyrig ht :

A Pa cka g e  of

Rig ht s



● Reprod uct ion
● Dist rib ut ion
● Ad a pta t ion/ Mod if ica t ion

Rig ht s in a  Pub lishing  Cont ra ct



The a uthor ca n re t a in copyrig ht , 
a nd , a t  the  sa me t ime, t ra nsfer 

specif ied  rig ht s to the  pub lisher.



Exclusive = only the 
owner of a  right ma y 

exercise it

Nonexclusive =  the 
owner of a  right 

a llows multiple pa rties 
to exercise it

Exclusive  or nonexclusive  rig ht s?



What rights does the 
a uthor reta in?

Ca n they use the work for 
professiona l purposes?



• Reproduction 

• Distribution 

• Adaptation/Modification

Rig ht s in a  Pub lishing  Cont ra ct



• Reproduction - the right to make multiple copies of the work

• Distribution

• Adaptation/Modification 

Rig ht s in a  Pub lishing  Cont ra ct



• Reproduction - the right to make multiple copies of the work

• Distribution – the right to sell, rent, loan, or give away copies of the 

work

• Adaptation/Modification

Rig ht s in a  Pub lishing  Cont ra ct



• Reproduction - the right to make multiple copies of the work

• Distribution – the right to sell, rent, loan, or give away copies of the 

work

• Adaptation/Modification – the right to “prepare derivative works” (e.g., 

translations, film adaptations, anthologies)

Rig ht s in a  Pub lishing  Cont ra ct



Royalties –

Compensation due the 

author for rights 

transferred to the publisher



O pen Access

&

O pen Licenses



Open Access –

the work is a va ila ble for 

users to view without cha rge



Open license –

A license tha t gra nts 

nonexclusiverights to use 

the work in specified wa ys



O pen a ccess d oes not  
a utoma t ica lly enta il a n 

open license .

But  a  work issued  
und er a n open license  

is always
open a ccess.



Crea t ive  Commons Licenses

ht tps:/ / crea t ivecommons.org / licenses



Exclusive

&

N onexclusive

Rig ht s



Selecting the 

Creative 

Commons License



Termina t ing  the  
Pub lishing  Cont ra ct



Can the author get 

back rights transferred 

to the publisher?



Can the author
terminate a

Creative Commons
license?



“Once something has been published under a CC license, 
licensees ma y continue using it a ccording to the license 

terms for the dura tion of a pplica ble copyright a nd simila r 
rights. [The a uthor] ma y stop distributing under the CC 

license a t a ny time, but a nyone who ha s a ccess to a  copy of 
the ma teria l ma y continue to redistribute it  under the CC 

license terms.”

https://creativecommons.org/faq/#what-if-i-change-my-
mind-about-using-a-cc-license

https://creativecommons.org/faq/#what-if-i-change-my-mind-about-using-a-cc-license
https://creativecommons.org/faq/#what-if-i-change-my-mind-about-using-a-cc-license


Tha nk You!



• Publishers who provided examples of book contracts
• Jessica Kelly
• Kraemer Copyright Conference 2023 organizers

• Presentation template by SlidesGo
• Images from Unsplash , Pexels, & Pixabay

Tha nks to:

Cred it s:



United  Sta tes Copyrig ht  Act  – U.S.C. 17
ht tps:/ / www.copyrig ht .g ov/ t it le17/

Crea t ive  Commons Licenses
ht tps:/ / crea t ivecommons.org / licenses/

Melody Herr, “The  Rig ht s Provisions of  a  Book Pub lishing  Cont ra ct ,” Journal of 
Librarianship and Scholarly Communication , 6(1) (20 18); 
ht tp :/ / doi.org / 10 .7710 / 2162-330 9.2273

Melody Herr, Writing and Publishing Your Book: A Guide for Experts in Every 
Field , Greenwood , 20 17.

Additional Information

https://www.copyright.gov/title17/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
http://doi.org/10.7710/2162-3309.2273
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