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Flavor Wheel Development and Sensory Quantitative Descriptive Analysis of Chinese Brewed Soy Sauce
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Abstract: Based on sensory descriptors developed by a sensory evaluation panel for 48 commercial Chinese brewed soy
sauce samples, a flavor wheel of Chinese brewed soy sauce with 55 descriptors in the dimensions of aroma and flavor
was developed for the first time. Meanwhile, a lexicon of sensory descriptors for brewed soy sauce containing reference
samples with different intensities was established, and 20 brewed soy sauce samples of different grades and from different
geographical origins were subjected to sensory evaluation by quantitative descriptive analysis (QDA) using this lexicon. The
results showed that the characteristic flavor attributes of soy sauce were soy paste-like, salty, umami, Chinese herbal, and
cooked soybean-like aromas. Through analysis of variance (ANOVA), principal component analysis (PCA) and discriminant
analysis (DA), it was found that there were significant differences in sensory properties among soy sauce of different grades
and from different regions. This study can provide a methodological reference for sensory quality analysis of Chinese
brewed soy sauce.
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Table1  Soy sauce samples used for developing sensory descriptors
FFe P AR iR S 7= b
1 R RV fRT AR LS il
2 HEPN LS E sk il LS el
3 HEPN Eaasil] —% il
4 R SR AR dilt = Wil
5 R SEEIR AR =% il
6 i BTN Frd Il
7 A oA L JU
8 i et —% T
9 AR WA "t S
10 il R =% J7IH
11 TR 380 RN el JE L
12 TR 180K ZVRIN LS Jah
13 TR A R R il 2R JaLh
14 TR R —2% Ja
15 o — Al el S0
16 Jim et —% Kb
17 i SR AR il =% Kb
18 ERILHF LS/l LS il
19 BRILHF ebrEdhE —% i
20 BRILHE SR =4 il
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Table2  Soy sauce samples used for quantitative descriptive analysis
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Table 3  Glossary of sensory descriptors for commercially available
brewed soy sauce
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Table4  Geometric mean M of sensory descriptors of commercially
available brewed soy sauce
ku FE ik A F 1 M
1 R 0.553 0.316 0.418
2 AT H 0.536 0.218 0.342
3 BefE S 0.502 0.204 0.320
4 figas 0.514 0.188 0311
5 LA 0.512 0.166 0.291
6 A 0.484 0.173 0.289
7 TRAE 0.477 0.169 0.284
8 RS 0.484 0.164 0.282
9 +RE 0.463 0.156 0.269
10 FEHY 0.475 0.141 0.259
11 L2 0.413 0.158 0.256
12 KA 0.476 0.135 0.253
0 13 KR 0.463 0.137 0.252
14 R AT 0.472 0.129 0.247
15 TEE 0.415 0.129 0.231
16 JHE (1) 0.405 0.131 0.230
17 TR 0.381 0.120 0.213
18 YA 0.392 0.115 0.212
19 B 0.399 0.107 0.206
20 1S 0.367 0.113 0.203
21 FHR 0.367 0.113 0.203
22 RS 0.383 0.107 0.202
23 RS 0.376 0.109 0.202
24 KM 0.366 0.11 0.201
25 e 0.377 0.107 0.201
26 WAKA 0.345 0.116 0.200
27 P TR 0.524 0.197 0.321
28 Tk 0.496 0.178 0.297
29 HIEN 0.483 0.161 0.279
AR 30 R 0.477 0.163 0.279
31 e fEnk 0.486 0.148 0.268
32 Ak 0.470 0.139 0.256
33 LREATLS 0.449 0.139 0.250
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34 T 0.459 0.133 0.247
35 TRk 0.459 0.131 0.245
36 AU 0.443 0.135 0.244
37 R R 0.434 0.127 0.235
38 R 0.441 0.124 0.233
39 TR R 0.461 0.112 0.227
40 RGN 0.425 0.105 0.211
41 RN 0.414 0.104 0.207
42 [PAUS 0.417 0.103 0.207
43 IR 0.406 0.103 0.205
44 BRIk 0.411 0.102 0.205
45 KA 0.457 0.089 0.201
46 BEAE IR 0.397 0.102 0.201
47 R 1.000 0.666 0.816
48 ik 1.000 0.481 0.693
49 2L 1.000 0.330 0.574
. 50 Ak 1.000 0.325 0.570
ﬁé"é;’ 51 TR 1.000 0.221 0.470
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Fig. 1  Flavor wheel of commercial available Chinese brewed soy sauce
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Table 5  Statistical analysis of quantitative sensory description of commercially available brewed soy sauce
Hin AGHERATEAE ANE AZEE ATRE  ART  ARES ALEM PARGW FERUE PORS FERE FERO FERM PRES  TEk  THUOE TR TAIK  TH%
Il 1038 492 298 296 273 285 421 231 5.65 340 242 246 3.96 3.56 410 304 9.9 413 29 650
i 1050 602 317 292 292 2.56 367 208 6.29 367 219 296 373 298 342 258 8.15 340 358 683
13 10.73 6.06 283 335 321 275 360 2.06 6.29 338 215 267 325 296 3.00 2.06 8.29 340 285 646
" 10.73 57 281 258 3.08 238 298 217 5.54 302 183 217 333 281 21 2.56 831 329 388 629
5 1071 529 29 304 329 315 281 202 5.94 298 242 210 3.90 346 375 3.02 8.56 3.88 244650
I6 921 498 3.56 2.56 3.10 265 296 254 563 3.56 194 3.06 3.0 296 3.10 215 8.4 35 219 623
1 9.63 6.00 275 252 275 246 352 24 575 390 202 3.00 352 27 2.65 203 8.50 331 248619
18 9.60 6.04 238 325 3.00 273 348 233 579 392 238 246 348 33 325 213 8.3 3.88 300 594
19 9.67 642 248 2.65 315 242 308 221 515 283 225 1.94 354 354 308 298 8.56 383 198 618
J10 9.1 590 229 346 33 325 2.65 254 583 3.56 221 210 3 313 317 238 8.46 367 L7 6
i 9.08 504 2.60 34 3.06 3.65 30 319 5.06 381 198 202 346 4 348 267 8.54 519 225 60
n 935 5.54 348 263 3.00 281 296 200 5.54 413 201 333 2.69 319 233 179 758 415 435 582
3 8.05 519 292 290 3.65 248 275 2.56 550 385 196 281 298 235 2.69 192 7.69 275 350 521
4 920 565 271 2.60 3.0 221 2.83 246 535 398 194 3.06 321 2.58 302 196 7.69 313 329 59
115 9.3 596 279 304 3.08 27 302 210 6.02 37 231 285 315 32 304 215 8.38 3.58 304 552
J16 8.92 502 32 254 283 283 283 2.60 5.56 369 206 231 325 338 340 281 9.15 3.56 290 519
1Y 8.2 508 298 223 21 265 271 24 498 331 206 240 348 3.06 308 317 9.33 379 258 513
18 8.25 6.10 235 2.85 304 33 290 273 517 303 200 2.08 3.50 354 313 233 9.60 392 25 533
9 8.03 6.17 229 233 298 204 223 24 52 329 204 217 313 238 3.00 231 9.2 2.88 24 538
120 8.98 5603 225 2.65 281 2.69 275 292 533 290 221 215 3.65 273 3.15 2.65 8.50 32 200 546
THE 960 5.60 278 280 301 275 3.16 242 5.60 348 215 253 340 3.06 317 245 8.49 3.58 29 592
BRAN 009 0.08 0.13 0.13 0.08 0.15 017 0.13 0.07 0.14 0.09 020 0.11 0.15 0.13 020 0.07 0.15 030 009
P 0000 0331 007 0000 0818 0000 0001 0001 0768 0002 0089 0002 0050 0006 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000
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