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From Stacks to Screens

Creating a Virtual Browsing 
Experience

Rebecca Nous, SUNY Library Services

Lauren Puzier, University at Albany



Browsing & 
Exploratory 
Research

• Library browsing is:
• Visual
• Often subject based
• Researcher-driven

• Chance information encounters while 
browsing:
• Spark research interests
• Stimulate intellectual curiosity
• Engage students and faculty in the 

research and knowledge creation 
process



Challenges to 
Traditional 
Browsing

• What's the problem?
• Removing items from browsable stacks 

(ex. Offsite storage)
• Reduced library hours
• Transition to online resources
• Limitations of online catalogs
• Remote teaching and learning

• The Big Question:
• Can we bring authentic browsing to off-

campus or online researchers?























Questions to 
think about

• Are there faculty on campus who 
would partner with you?

• What is new or foundational in 
your disciplines?

• Are there campus initiatives that 
researchers would engage with?
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