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PARENTAL ATTITUDES
IN INSTITUTIONALIZING CHILDREN
AFFLICTED WITH DOWN'S SYNDROME
Introduction

In the early 1900's a means for testing intelligence
was devlised by Binet, and since that time much interest
has been generated in studying mental retardation, Among
the areas studied have been those dealing with institutione-
alization of a mentally retarded child, and the effect this
has on the child and the child's family,

In the early 1940's and prior to that time, it was felt
that the mechanism causing mental retardation was hereditary.
This theory led families who had the misfortune of having
one of their members as beilng mentally retarded to have
severe gullt feelings. Thus most of the mentally retarded
children born during this time were either institutionalized
at an early age or isolated from soclety by the famlly, which
in turn limited much of the child's normal family life and
activities.

These policies have slowly undergone changes in the past
20 years, and now 1t appears that the best results for both
the mentally retarded child and the child's family are
obtailned by rearing the child at home. This has been brought
about in part by determining numerous etiologles causing

mental retardation other than hereditary factors, and in
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