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Osler described the general practitioner as "the back
bone of the medical profession.”" During the past ten years
there would appear to be a renaissance in America--if one
could judge by the innumerable articles, symposiums, conferences
and extensive studies--over the concept of general practice.
That there is, indeed, a shortage of general practitioners, is
generally accepted; and that the shortage has become acute is
illustrated by absolute numbers. 1In 1931 there were 112,000
general practitioners; and in 1960 there were 75,000 and in six
years that number has dwindled until in 1966 there were but
66,000 in the United States.l

The American Medical Association, American Academy of
General Practitioners, and other groups have begun to pay more
than 1lip service to the problem, and theories abound in the
educational literature as to the cause of the shortage. Most
writers on the subject have a pet theory as to the cause of the
decline. The figure on the following page illustrates the clear
association between the decline in percentage of physicians who
are general practitioners and the number of horses in the
United States. To argue that this association proves the cause
of decline 1s patently absurd. Haggerty stated in an introduction
to his survey, "I would submit that much of what each indivi-
dual thinks he knows about the deline in general practice is
based upon the same limited view."?2

Although, as stated above, we now concede a problem exists,
actions to date such as establishing general practice

residencies, internships, and family comprehensive medical
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