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HCG and Skin Homografts

INTRODUCTION

In 1951 Blair O. Rogers1 emphasized the importance of
understanding and controlling the phenomenon of skin homografting:
"One of the greatest problems in surgery today is the homografting
of tissues. One of the ultimate aims of restorative and recon-
structive surgery should be the wider use of homografted tissues
instead of autografted tissues.”

Doctor Rogers went on to say that tissue homografting must be
perfected before organ transplantation can be properly mastered.
This well-organized summary written in 1951 pointed out errors in
previous approaches to the homograft problem. He also emphasized
the possibility of there being several factors involved in homo-
graft rejection and that they may have a sequential relationship
as yet undiscovered. One of the purposes of this thesis is to
discuss some of the hypotheses concerning homografts that have en-
joyed credulence.

Dempster's2 thorough discussion of homotransplantation pointed
out that '"necessity as the mother of invention" was hard at work
during World War II. A great need for skin replacements for burned
casualties was recognized during the war. It had been discovered
that, with the exception of cornea, cartilage, and blood vessels,
all homografts undergo complete disintegration. The rejection
problem was intriguing and important enough, however, to draw many

investigators to work on its solution.
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