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PART I INTRODUCTION

Anesthesia during delivery was first used by
Simpson in 1848, He was subjected to considerable
criticism and persecution at that time. After the
use of Chloroform by Clark during the birth of Prince
Leopold, Queen Victoria's eighth child, anesthesia
during delivery became more widely used. Since then
it has become established that every woman has the
right to as painless delivery as is possible by modern
methods. Progress in anesthesia, especially obstetric
anesthesia, has been slow and it is estimated that
more progress has been made in the last decade than
during the preceding century.

This progress brought with it many advantages
to the mother and physician in the conduct of a safe,
painless delivery but at the same time brought new
dangers to the mother and fetus as well as respon-
sibilities to the physician. The physician's respon-
sibilities are readily shown by the many agents and
methods of anesthesia available to him during labor
and delivery and the statistics showing the risk of

these to the mother and fetus.
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