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The diagnosis of coronary artery disease 1s one
which has assumed considerable importance in the practice
of medicine today. As early as 1939.studles revealed
that heart disease has been the leading csuse of death

in the United States since 1912.18

In 1936, 48,622
deaths were ascribed to this cause and in 1937 1t was
responsible for 13.9% of all deaths.l8 More recent
figures reveal that in 1962 in the United States alone
there were approximately 700,000 deaths due to heart
disease.l3 It has been estimated that of these, approxi-
mately 600,000 were due to acute myocardial infarction.l3
While the mortality rate of acute myocardial infarction
varies, depending upon the type of patient population
sampled as well as the severity and extent of the in-
farction, the over=all mortality of all acute coronary
episodes is about 10%.18 From these figures it becomes
apparent that approximately six million acute coronary
eplsodes occur annually in the United States,13, 18

In considering the diagnosis of coronary artery
disease, 1t i1s not always the classical picture of
"angina pectoris which 1s encountered. It is not un-
common for a supposedly "healthy"™ individual to be told
by his draft‘pearq, his plant physician, or his insurance

)
agent that téby are in fact "sick". A routine electro-
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