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The high incidences of non-melanoma skin cancer and the 
development of resistance to common treatments make 
understanding the mechanisms of glucocorticoid regulation 
important. Glucocorticoids (GCs) are steroid hormones that are 
commonly used as treatments for non-melanoma skin cancer 
(NMSC) due to their negative effects on cancerous cells such as 
triggering cell cycle arrest and apoptosis. An important 
regulatory mechanism for GCs is the activity of 11 -
hydroxysteriod dehydrogenase (11 HSDs) isozymes 1 and 2. The 
role of 11 HSD1 is to activate GCs from their inactive forms 
while the role of 11 HSD2 is to inactivate GCs. Previous studies 
in colon cancer and small-cell lung cancer have shown that 
11 HSD2 may play a role in tumorigenesis. The purpose of this 
investigation is to characterize 11 HSD2 expression and evaluate 
its possible role in transformation within a well-established in 
vitro mouse model of squamous cell carcinoma. Understanding 
the role of 11 HSD2 in malignant transformation may lead to 
new and effective treatment regimens that could target the 
expression of 11 HSD2 within NMSC.
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The public holds misconceptions about the process of 
psychotherapy and what constitutes professional conduct in 
therapy.  Yet little research has examined the public’s awareness 
about boundary issues that could occur in psychotherapy and 
could potentially compromise effectiveness of psychotherapy and 
harm clients.  The purpose of this study is to assess laypersons’ 
awareness of boundary issues psychotherapy through the 
construction of new methodology, which requires participants to 
judge the appropriateness or inappropriateness of therapist 
conduct in scenes of psychotherapy edited from popular movies.
A total of 10 undergraduate students judged the appropriateness 
of 7 scenes of therapist-client psychotherapy interactions and 
provided rationale for their judgment.  Results showed that 
participants were unable to identify breaches of confidentiality 
but able to identify an inappropriate dual relationship, 
inappropriate use of touch, appropriate out-of-office contact, and 
unprofessional psychotherapy. Conclusions were drawn about 
the potential of popular movies to correct misconceptions about 
psychotherapy and psychotherapists. 
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The purpose of this study is to examine the correlation between 
seasons of the year and rape in Texas over a 19 year period.  We 
analyze data from the Index Crime Report Analysis, a database 
that compiles monthly reports from police agencies in Texas that 
contribute to the Texas Uniform Crime Report (UCR).  This study 
demonstrates that a relationship exist between seasons of the year 
and the incidence of rape.  Additionally, the results of this study 
supports the theory that summer is the season when rapes are the 
most likely to take place. 



Invisible War



















National Technology and 
Social Science Conference

USA Today.

Criminology: Theories, Methods & Criminal 
Behavior

U.S. Department of Justice Special Report.

NBER Working Paper Series

Statistics

Infoplease. 

The White House 
Blog.

Time magazine, issue,

FBI. Gov.



). 
. FBI.Gov.

The Weinstein  Company.

Graph A: Crime Rate
1995 2000

Graph B: Crime Rate
2001 2007



Graph C: Crime Rate
2008 2014



According to the studies related to protecting cave ecosystems, 
Robber Baron Cave located in San Antonio, TX, is generally a 
healthy habitat for local fauna and the natural ecological 
processes (TCMA 2016) Although there are numerous protective 
measures implemented, two arachnids unique to the cave, the 
Robber Baron cave harvestman ( Texella cokendolpheri) and the 
Robber Baron Cave spider (Cicurina baronia) have been listed as 
endangered by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The purpose of 
our study was to investigate how the official Open House Events, 
held every 18 months in which 450-500 people are able to tour 
the cave, affect the species richness of the cave. To accomplish 
this, we conducted a biological survey of the cave once a month 
for 22 months to determine if there were fluctuations in 
biodiversity related to these Open House events. Our results 
indicated no significant relationship between the months 
revolving around the Open House Events and the species 
richness, suggesting that these events do not have a significant 
negative impact on species abundance and diversity. Given our 
limitations of the study involving data from only two Open House 
Events, further investigation regarding natural species 
interactions is recommended.  
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In the history of the U.S., there has never been a woman 
candidate who has successfully run for president. As the primary 
season of the 2016 presidential election comes to an end, one 
woman has risen to become the presumptive nominee of the 
Democratic Party: Hillary Rodham Clinton. In contrast to 
Clinton’s initial campaign in 2008, in which she originally 
downplayed her gender in her pursuit for presidency, Clinton is 
now embracing her potential as the first woman president. This 
new approach to her candidacy, however, has led many to 
question her political stances and her overall role in this election. 
Using Instagram as a way to gauge millennial perceptions of 
Clinton, this paper aims to understand why and how this 
generation has come to view Clinton positively or negatively. This 
paper analyzes the endorsements of Clinton on Instagram by two 
public figures who arguably represent some millennial views. The 
celebrity endorsements were posted by Kendall Jenner (a 
millennial supermodel) and Katy Perry (a millennial singer). In 
response to these Instagram endorsements, preliminary analysis 
of a sample of the commentary reveals that millennials largely 
view Clinton negatively as a presidential candidate. The 
commentary suggests that few of these potential millennials are of 
the opinion that Clinton should be the nation’s next president. 
Several explanations are explored as to why this may be the case. 



The results mirror current inquiries into how millennials view 
Clinton and what role this generation will play in the presidential 
election. 
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While the benefits of writing have been explored, there is 
less research regarding reflective journaling and free-writing 
relating to emotional intelligence. This study explored the 
influence of writing on two components of emotional intelligence: 
emotional regulation and emotional expression. A pre-post 
experimental design examined emotional intelligence through 
students’ self-reports (CERQ-k and EESC), students’ journal 
entries, and teachers' reports of students’ emotional intelligences 
(ERC). After being assigned to a free-write (n=6) or reflective-
journaling group (n=24), students completed weekly journal 
entries in class for seven consecutive weeks.  Each journal entry 
was analyzed using LIWC2001 software (Pennebaker, 1993). 
Results from simple linear regressions, including journal entries 
of all students, showed significant decreases in the frequency of 
words from the following categories: total first person (  = -.31, 
p<.001), affect (  = -.21, p =.008), positive emotions (  = -.269, 
p =.001), and positive feelings (  = -.396, p<.001). Additionally, 
results from paired-sample t-tests, with combined reflective and 
free-write data, showed significant decreases in students’ 
acceptance [t(22) = 3.392, p = .003], rumination [t(22) = 3.366, 
p = .003], and catastrophizing [t(22) = 4.771, p <.001], 
according to the CERQ-K.  Further, results showed decreases in 
poor awareness [t(22) = 2.978, p = .007] and expressive 
reluctance [t(22) = 3.856, p = .001] as measured by the EESC 



and a decrease in liability/negativity [t(22) = 2.639, p = .015] as 
measured by the ERC. Overall, these results have implications for 
utilizing writing as an intervention tool for improving students’ 
psychological and social development (Thompson, 1994).  
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According to the literature involving group uniformity, possessing 
a defining categorization results in uniform perspectives.   A 
defining categorization is to put -someone or something into a 
group of similar people or things (Merriam Webster Dictionary).  
Veteran status, for example, is a defining categorization.  
Specifically, Ashforth and Mael (1989) argue that social 
identification has motivational and behavioral consequences. 
Specifically, a high level of identification leads an individual to 
engage in behaviors that are congruent with the identity and 
expressions of that identity (1989). These results occur with the 
formation of varying social identities, or group identities, 
although there are sometimes conflicting results on the effects of 
group uniformity, because of the changes on the perspective of 
how social pressure also shapes our decisions. Cohesion, for 
example, may operate through group schema or shared 
perceptions of competence among group members, which 
collectively may enhance member cohesiveness and perceptual 
consensus or groupthink (Griffith 2007). This study investigates 
how a person’s being defined as a veteran correlates with 
opinions on confidence in the U. S government. Survey data from 
the 2012 General Social Survey year was employed and analyzed 
with the use of ordinary least squared regression. A limitation in 
survey questions available exists; further questions into how the 
type of conflicts society is facing at various time periods would 



have to be analyzed to see how this affects acceptability or one’s 
perspective changed. 
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According to studies comparing Human Resource Management 
(HRM) methods between the United States (U.S.) and Germany, 
Germany has been shown to have more rigid national regulations 
as compared to the United States. However, this paper looks to 
explore and compare certain topics within HRM such as 
discrimination, termination, and the view of the employee and 
employer relationship. This paper analyzes the recent 
employment laws between the United States and Germany. Since 
the United States is the biggest foreign direct investor in 
Germany, it is important to look at how the fundamental 
differences in employment discrimination and termination can 
impact American and German companies. Through an analysis of 
these HRM practices, differences in the federal termination and 
discrimination laws between the United States and Germany were 
found. However, many similarities in how the laws are 
implemented within the two countries were also found.
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The purpose of this research is to understand the mass 
communication tactics, recruitment methods, and narratives of 
ISIS in order to gauge why young Muslim women become 
susceptible to ISIS. Through an understanding of narrative theory 
and the way in which Islamic extremists apply such theory, 
Western governments are improving mass communication efforts 
as a counter-tactic prevention and rehabilitation program. Such 
programs available in the Western world help prevent 
radicalization and lower the number of non-practicing at risk 
Muslim females from becoming radicalized. This could potentially 
lower the rate of Western women moving to Daesh (ISIS) 
territory. Creating alternative narratives routed in moderate 
understandings of Islam would not only prevent young females 
from being radicalized but would strengthen acceptance of 
Muslims in Western societies. Utilizing narrative theory to 
analyze individual cases involving at risk women joining ISIS or 
attempting to go abroad to ISIS controlled territory will enable 
one to better understand the psychological, cultural and religious 
formation of young women’s decision making processes. This 
research project will assess how the ISIS-narrative on social 
media is successful in attracting young Muslim women. It will 



also propose a methodology for creating a counter narrative that 
encourages young Muslim women to reject the ISIS propaganda 
campaign. Given the limitations in legal access to such sensitive 
information, further exploration regarding ISIS’s recruitment 
methods is recommended alongside the Central Intelligence 
Agency and the Homeland Security Departments of the United 
States.

the Morphology of the 
Folktale



the Morphology of the Folktale













jihadi girl-power,



Figure 1. 







Figure 2. 



A Course in the Art of Recruiting.



Quilliam Foundation
Verbalisation





United States Institute of Peace  89

Hill and Wang, New 
York. 2. 

The Johns Hopkins University Press. 26
.

The New York Times. 

Institute for Strategic 
Dialogue.

The New York Times.

Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 26

Newsweek
46



Fortune.Com

Combating  Terrorism Center at West Point, 

Feminist Criminology
9

University of Pennsylvania Press. 42

PRI’S The World, Literature Resource 
Center. Public Radio International, Inc. 

Journal of 
American Folklore. 68

New York Times. 



Washington Times (DC)

Sunday Times, The,

Security Studies 18

Theory and 
History of Literature, University of Minnesota Press, 
Minneapolis. 5

Quillian,

WordPress.

Usa Today Magazine,
144

The Journal of Conflict 



Resolution 51

Spectator, 327(

New York 
mag.com.



verbalisation

notanotherbrother.org
Countering Islamist Extremist 

Narratives: a Strategic Briefing 

Quillian, 



Many marine mammals, like belugas (Delphinapterus leucas), 
demonstrate high rates of non-conceptive sexual behavior as 
immature calves. These socio-sexual behaviors appear to 
strengthen alliances between small groups and provide practice 
for adult reproductive encounters. As one of the least studied 
topics in marine mammal behavior, the purpose of the current 
study was to examine the development of socio-sexual behavior in 
seven captive beluga calves from birth to 12 months of age.  
Using archived video footage collected 4 times a month for 15 
minutes per calf (N =5,040 minutes), the results indicated that 
socio-sexual behavior developed differently across individual 
calves.  Almost all calves displayed some element of socio-sexual 
behavior during the first three months of life, but most calves 
engaged socio-sexual behaviors more often as they matured. 
Some sex differences appeared in the types of behaviors exhibited 
by the calves. Same-sex preferences were observed regarding 
partners of the initiating beluga calf although some mixed sex 
interactions did occur.  The emergence of socio-sexual behavior 
may have been suppressed due to health issues, social groupings, 
and access to other calves in this sample.  Also, belugas appear to 
be slower maturing than delphinids, which suggests that research 
on socio-sexual behavior should be examined beyond the first 



year of life and into sexual maturity between 6 and 10 years of 
age for belugas.
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Providing pro bono services has been proposed as a way 
to improve access to health care services. Providing pro bono 
services is an expectation in the legal profession as opposed to 
being recommended in the medical and physical therapy 
professions. It is hypothesized that referral restrictions within 
state direct access policies may be related to lower frequencies of 
performance of pro bono services. The purpose of this study was 
determine if the frequency of provision of pro bono services by 
licensed physical therapists is different based on state direct 
access levels. A survey was conducted among licensed physical 
therapists from ten states in Oct. 2015 and Jan. 2016 (n= 2414). 
Participants were asked to complete a Likert scale self-rating of 
how often they Provide Pro Bono Services. States were classified 
into two systems of categorization: 1) Traditional APTA direct 
access levels: Unrestricted, Provisional, and Limited, and 2) 
Unrestricted, Limited by Treatment, Limited by Time/Visits, and 
Limited by Referral or Provider Access. Practicing in a state with 
Limitations by Referral or Provider Access was negatively and 
weakly correlated (r = -.040, p = .047) with the frequency of 
provision of pro bono services. Chi-square analysis indicated 
there were no significant differences between states based on the 
Traditional APTA categories or by the four-category restriction 
categories. Further analysis of pro bono services by direct access 



levels taking additional individual and local/organizational 
factors into account is suggested.
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Tweenhood has become one of the sensitive and crucial periods in 
childhood.  Due to their rapidly changing social environment, 
preadolescent children, commonly known as tweens, seek 
information from various external sources.  One of the main 
sources includes television, including both reality sitcoms and 
cartoons.  The purpose of this study was to investigate tween-
targeted cartoons and their presentation of age-appropriate 
conflicts.  Social interactions between characters and personality 
characteristics were also examined.  The results indicated that the 
cartoon sample presented age-appropriate conflicts and themes 
regarding prosocial behavior, aggression, and general behavior.
Social interactions between characters were gender-specific and 
more aggressive than cooperative.  Gender stereotypes are 
portrayed in personality and physical characteristics although 
some portrayals were atypical.  Future research should 
investigate both verbal and nonverbal cues of social interactions.
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